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FROM THE AUTHOR 


My friends have proposed to print this Harmonization 
and Translation of the Gospel, composed by me ten years 
ago, and I have agreed to it, although the work is far 
from being finished, and there are many defects in it. I 
no longer feel the strength to correct and finish it, because 
that concentrated, ecstatic tension of my soul, which I 
constantly experienced during the whole time of this long 
work, can no longer be renewed. 

But I think that even such as it is this work may be 
useful to some men, if to them will be communicated 
even a small part of that enlightenment which I experi- 
enced when I wrote it, and of that firm conviction of the 
truth of the path which has been revealed to me, and on 
which I travel with ever greater joy, the longer I live. 

Lev Toustoy. 

Yasnaya Polydna, August 29, 1891. 


PREFACE 


Havine been brought by reason without faith to de- 
spair and negation of life, I looked around at the living 
humanity and convinced myself that that despair was 
not the common lot of men, but that men have lived and 
still live by faith. I saw all about me men who had 
that faith and who deduced from it a meaning of life 
which gave them strength to live and die quietly and 
joyfully. I could not explain that meaning through rea- 
son. I tried to arrange my life like that of the believ- 
ers; I tried to blend with them, and to do all that 
they did in life, even as to the external worship of God, 
thinking that in that way the meaning of life would be 
revealed to me. The more I cultivated the acquaintance 
of the masses, and lived as they did, and executed all 
the external rites of divine worship, the more I became 
conscious of two forces which had diametrically opposite 
effects upon me. On the one hand, there was revealed 
to me a meaning of life which more and more satisfied 
me, and which was not destroyed by death; on the other 
hand I saw that in that external confession of faith and 
worship there was much deception. I saw that the 
masses, because of their ignorance, lack of leisure, and 
unwillingness to think, failed to see the lie, but I could 
not help seeing it, and, having once beheld it, I could 
not shut my eyes to it, as educated people who were 
believers advised me to do. The longer I lived, fulfilling 
the obligations of a believer, the more did that lie startle 
me and demand an investigation of where that lie ended 
and truth began. I no longer doubted that in the Chris- 
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tian teaching was the truth of life. My internal discord 
finally reached such a stage that I no longer could inten- 
tionally shut my eyes, as I had done before, and was 
inevitably compelled to investigate the doctrine which I 
wanted to make my own. 

At first I asked for explanations from priests, monks, 
bishops, metropolitans, learned theologians. There were 
explained to me all the obscure passages, and these ex- 
planations were frequently unscrupulous, and more fre- 
quently contradictory: all of them referred to the holy 
fathers, to catechisms, to theology. And I took the 
theological books and began to study them, and that study 
led me to the conviction that the faith which our hier- 
archy confessed, and which it taught the masses, was not 
only a lie, but also an immoral deception. In the Ortho- 
dox doctrine I found an exposition of the most unintel- 
ligible, blasphemous, and immoral propositions, which 
were not only incompatible with reason, but were also 
entirely incomprehensible and contrary to morality, and 
not the slightest teaching about life, nor about its mean- 
ing. I could not help noticing that the exposition of 
the theology was clearly directed, not to the explana- 
tion of the meaning of life and to the teaching about life, 
but only to the confirmation of the most incomprehensi- 
ble and useless of propositions, and to the refutal of all 
those who did not recognize those propositions. That 
exposition, which was directed to the refutal of other 
teachings, involuntarily compelled me to turn my atten- 
tion to those other creeds. These refuted creeds proved 
to be of the same character as the Orthodox, which re- 
futed them. Some are even more stupid, others are less 
so, but all of them alike affirmed incomprehensible prop- 
ositions which are useless for life, and in their name 
deny each other and violate the union of men,— the 
chief foundation of the Christian teaching. 

I was brought to the conviction that there was no 
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church at all. All the differently believing Christians 
call themselves true Christians and deny each other. All 
these separate collections of Christians call themselves 
exclusively the church and assure us that their church is 
the true one, and that the others have departed from it, 
while it alone has remained intact. All the believers 
of whatsoever denomination entirely fail to see that the 
church is not true because their faith has remained such 
or such, but that they call it true because they were born 
in it or have chosen it, and that all the others say 
precisely the same about their own faith. Thus it is 
evident that there has never been one church, that the 
churches count by the thousand, and that they all deny 
each other and only assert that each one of them is the 
true and only church. They all say one and the same 
thing: Our church is the True, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, 
Universal Church. Our Scripture is holy. Jesus Christ 
is the head of our church and the Holy Ghost guides it, 
and it alone comes by direct succession from Christ the 
God. 

If we take a twig of a spreading bush, it will be quite 
correct to say that from twig to twig, from twig to branch, 
and from branch to root, every twig is derived from the 
trunk, but none of them is so exclusively. They are all 
alike. It will be absurd to say that every twig is the only 
true twig, but that is exactly what the churches say. In- 
deed, there are a thousand traditions, and each denies and 
curses all the others, and regards its own as the true one: 
Catholics, Lutherans, Protestants, Calvinists, Shakers, Mor- 
mons, Greek Orthodox, Old Believers, the Popish and the 
Popeless sects, Milkers, Mennonites, Baptists, Mutilators, 
Dukhobors, etc., etc., all of them equally assert about their 
own faith that it is the only true one, that in it alone is 
the Holy Ghost, that its head is Christ, and that all the 
others are in error. There are a thousand faiths, and 
each calmly considers itself to be holy; and all of them 
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know that, and each man who confesses his faith as the 
only true faith knows that every other faith is just as 
much a stick with two ends, regarding itself as true and 
all the others as heresies. It will soon be eighteen hun- 
dred years that this self-deception has been going on. 

In worldly matters men know how to discover the 
most cunning of traps and not to fall into them, but in 
this deception millions have been living for eighteen hun- 
dred years, shutting their eyes against it, both in our 
European world and in America, where everything is new. 
All, as though by plotting together, repeat one and the 
same stupid deception: they confess each his own truths 
of faith, regarding them as the only true ones, without 
noticing that all the others do precisely the same. 

More than that. Long, very long ago freethinking men 
have cleverly and sharply ridiculed that human stupidity 
and showed to what extent it is stupid. They have clearly 
proved that that whole Christian teaching, with all its ram- 
ifications, has long ago outlived its day and that the time 
has come for a new faith, and some of them have even 
invented new faiths; but nobody listens to them or fol- 
lows them, and all believe as of old, each in his own 
special Christian faith: the Catholics in their own, the 
Lutherans in their own, our Popish dissenters in their own, 
our Popeless dissenters in their own, the Mormons in their 
own, the Milkers in their own, and the Orthodox, those 
whom I wished to join, in their own. What does that 
mean? Why do men not give up that teaching? There 
is one answer to it, and in this all the freethinking people, 
who deny religion, and all men of other religions agree, and 
that is, that Christ’s teaching is good, and so it is dear to 
people and they cannot live without it. But why have 
men, who believe in Christ’s teaching, all divided into all 
kinds of creeds, and why do they keep dividing more and 
more, and denying and condemning each other, and why 
are they unable to agree on one confession of faith ? 


PREFACE 9 


Again the answer is simple and obvious. The cause 
of the division of the Christians is precisely this teach- 
ing about the church, a teaching which asserts that 
Christ has established the one, true church, which, in its” 
essence, 1s holy and infallible, and can and must teach 
others. If this conception about the church did not 
exist, there could be no division among the Christians. 
Each Christian church, that is, the creed, incontestably 
rises from the teaching of Christ himself, but it is not the 
only one to come from it: all the other doctrines come 
just as much from it. They have all grown from one 
seed, and what unites them, what is common among them 
all, is that from which they have grown out, that is, the 
seed. And so, in order properly to understand the teach- 
ing of Christ, we must not study it, as the only creed 
does it, from the branches to the trunk; nor must we, as 
uselessly as science, the history of religion, does it, study 
this teaching by starting from its foundation, by going 
from the trunk to the branches. Neither the one nor the 
other gives us the meaning of the teaching. The mean- 
ing is given only by the knowledge of the seed, of the 
fruit, from which they have all come, and for which they 
all live. They have all come from the life and works 
of Christ, and all live only in order to reproduce the 
works of Christ, that is, the works of good. And only 
in these works will they all meet. 

What brought me in particular to faith is the search 
after a meaning of life, that is, the search after a path of 
life, — how to live. When I saw the works of the life 
of men who professed Christ’s teaching, I clung to them. 
Such men,.who profess Christ’s teaching by works, I meet 
without distinction among the Orthodox, and among the 
dissenters of all the sects, and among Catholics, and 
among Lutherans, so that obviously the general meaning 
of life, as given by Christ’s teaching, 1s not received from 
the creed, but from something else which is common to 
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all creeds. I have watched good people of more than one 
creed, and in all I saw the same meaning, which is based 
on the teaching of Christ. In all those different sects of 
Christians I saw a complete agreement in the conception 
of what is good, what evil, and of how one ought to live. 
All these men declared this conception of theirs through 
the teaching of Christ. The doctrines have multiplied, 
but their foundation is one; consequently, what is lying 
at the foundation of all faiths isthe one truth. It is this 
truth that I am trying to find out now. The truth of 
faith is not to be found in the definite imterpretations 
of Christ’s revelation, those interpretations which have 
divided the Christians into a thousand sects, but is to 
be found in the very first revelation of Christ himself. 
And so I turned to the study of the gospels. 

I know that according to the teaching of the church 
the meaning of the teaching is to be found not merely in 
the Gospel alone, but also in the whole Scripture and Tra- 
dition, which are guarded by the church. I assume that 
after everything said before, the sophistry, which consists 
in this, that the Scripture which serves as the foundation 
for my investigation is not subject to investigation, because 
the true and holy interpretation belongs exclusively to the 
church, that this sophistry cannot be repeated, the more so 
since every interpretation is destroyed by the contrary 
interpretation of another church, and because all holy 
churches reject one another. The prohibition to read and 
comprehend the Scripture is only a sign of those sins of 
interpretations, which the interpreting church is conscious 
of in its own case. 

God has revealed the truth to men. I am a man, and 
so am not only entitled, but also compelled, to make use 
of it and stand face to face with it without any media- 
tion. If God speaks in these books, he knows the weak- 
ness of my mind and will speak in such a way as not to 
lead me into deception. The argument of the church that 
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the interpretation of the Scripture by individuals must not 
be permitted, lest those who interpret it be led astray and 
the interpretations multiply greatly, can have no meaning 
for me. It might have had a significance, if the interpre- 
tation of the church were intelligible, and if there were 
but one church and one interpretation ; but now, since the 
interpretation of the church about the Son of God and 
about God, about God in three persons, about the virgin 
who bore a son without losing her virginity, and about 
the blood of God which is eaten in the form of bread, and 
so forth, can find no place in my sound mind, and since 
there are thousands of different interpretations, this argu- 
ment, no matter how often repeated, can have no meaning 
whatever. Now, on the contrary, an interpretation is 
needed, and it has to be such that all could agree on it. 
But an agreement will only then be possible when the 
interpretation is rational. All of us agree on what is 
rational, in spite of our differences. If this revelation 
is the truth it cannot and must not fear the lght of 
reason, if it wishes to be convincing, and is obliged to 
invoke this ight. If the whole revelation will turn out 
to be absurd, so much the better, and God help it. God 
can do anything, but this: he cannot talk nonsense. And 
it would be stupid to write a revelation which cannot be 
understood. 

I call revelation what is revealed to reason which has 
reached its highest limits, the contemplation of what is 
divine, that is, above the reason of the standing truth. I 
call revelation what gives an answer to the question, 
insoluble to reason, which has brought me to despair and 
suicide, the question as to what meaning life has. This 
answer must be intelligible and must not contradict the 
laws of reason, as would the assertion that an infinite 
quantity is even or odd. The answer must not contradict 
reason, for I will not believe a contradictory answer, and 
so it has to be not only intelligible and the contrary of 
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wilful, but also inevitable to reason, as inevitable as is the 
assumption of infinity to him who can count. 

The answer must reply to my question what meaning 
my life has. If it will not give this answer, it is useless 
for me. The answer must be such that, although its 
essence, in relation to God, may remain incomprehensible 
in itself, all the deductions of the consequences, derived 
from it, should correspond to all rational demands, and 
that the meaning ascribed to my life should solve all the 
questions of my life. The answer has to be not only 
rational and clear, but also true, that 1s, such as I can 
believe in with my whole soul, inevitably, as I believe in 
the existence of infinity. 

Revelation cannot be based on faith, as the church 
understands it, as a trust in advance in what I shall be 
told. Faith is the consequence of the inevitableness and 
truth of the revelation, which fully satisfies reason. 

Faith, according to the conception of the church, is an 
obligation which with threats and enticements is imposed 
on the soul of man. 

According to my conception, faith is this, that the 
foundation on which every action of reason is reared is 
true. Faith is the knowledge of the revelation, without 
which it 18 impossible to live and think. Revelation is 
the knowledge of what man cannot attain by reason, but 
what is carried away by all humanity from what is hidden 
in the infinitude of the beginning of everything. Such, 
in my opinion, is to be the quality of the revelation which 
fosters faith, and such I seek in the Tradition about 
Christ, and so I turn to it with the sternest and most 
rational of demands. 

I do not consider the Old Testament, because the ques- 
tion does not consist in this, what was the faith of the 
Jews, but what does the faith of Christ consist in, for 
there men find that meaning which makes it possible 
for them to live. The Jewish books may be interesting 
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for us as an explanation of those forms in which Chris- 
tianity has been expressed ; but we cannot recognize any 
consecutiveness of faith from Adam to the present, for 
previous to Christ the faith of the Jews was local. The 
faith of the Jews is as foreign and as interesting to us as 
the faith of the Brahmins. But the faith of Christ is the 
one we live by. To study the faith of the Jews in order 
to understand the Christian religion is the same as study- 
ing a candle before lighting it in order to understand the 
significance of the hght which proceeds from the burning 
candle. All that can be said is this, that the character 
and quality of the light may depend on the candle itself, 
just as the form of the expressions of the New Testament 
may depend on its relation to Judaism; but the light 
cannot be explained from the fact that it proceeds from 
this, rather than from that, candle. And so the blunder 
made by the church, in acknowledging the Old Testament 
as much a divinely inspired Scripture as the New Testa- 
ment, is in the most obvious way reflected in this, that 
the church recognizes this in words, but not in fact, and 
so has fallen into contradictions from which it would 
never extricate itself, if sound reasoning were at all obli- 
gatory for it. And so I leave out the writings of the Old 
Testament, the revealed Scripture which, according to the 
expression of the church, is expressed in twenty-seven 
books. In reality, this tradition is not expressed in 
twenty-seven books, nor in five, nor in 138, just as the 
revelation of God cannot be expressed in a number of 
pages or letters. 

To say that the revelation of God is expressed in 185 
pages on paper, is the same as saying that the soul of 
such and such a man weighs fifteen hundredweights, or 
the light of the lamp measures seven bushels. 

The revelation was expressed in the souls of men, and 
men transmitted it from one to another and wrote a few 
things down. From what has been noted down, it is 
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known that there existed more than one hundred gospels 
and epistles, which were not accepted by the church. 
The church selected twenty-seven books and called them 
canonical. It is evident that some books expressed the 
tradition better, some worse, and that there is no break 
in the gradation. The church had to draw a line some- 
where, in order to separate what it regarded as divinely 
inspired. But it is evident that no such line could 
sharply separate the full truth from the full lie’ The 
tradition is a shadow from the white to the black, or from 
the truth to the he, and no matter where the line may be 
drawn, the shadows would inevitably be separated where 
the black is. This is precisely what the church did, 
when it separated the tradition and called some canonical 
and the rest apocryphal. This was done remarkably well. 
The church chose so well that the newest investigations 
have shown that nothing is to be added. From these in- 
vestigations it became clear that what is best known and 
is best has been included by the church in the canonical 
books. 

More than that: as though to correct the inevitable 
error, which was due to the drawing of the line, the 
church has accepted some of the traditions from the 
apocryphal books. 

Everything which could have been done was done 
excellently. But in this separation the church erred in 
this, that, wishing more emphatically to reject what was 
not received by it, and to give more weight to what it did 
receive, it put one general seal of infallibility on what it 
accepted. Everything is from the Holy Ghost, and every 
word istrue. With this it ruined and harmed everything 
which it received. By inevitably accepting in this strip 
of the tradition the white, the bright, and the gray, that 
is, the more or less pure teaching, and by imposing on 
everything the seal of infallibility, it deprived itself of 
the mght to combine, exclude, elucidate what was ac- 
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cepted, which, indeed, was its duty to do, and which it 
has never done. Everything is sacred: the miracles, the 
Acts of the Apostles, Paul’s advice concerning the wine, 
and the delirium of the Apocalypse, and so forth, so that 
after the eighteen hundred years of their existence these 
books lie before us in the same coarse, clumsy, absurd, 
contradictory form in which they have ever been. By 
assuming that every word of the Scripture is sacred 
truth, the church tried to combine, elucidate, solve the 
contradictions, and understand, and did everything which 
could be done in this sense, that is, gave the greatest 
possible meaning to what is absurd. But the first mis- 
take has been fatal. 

By recognizing everything as sacred truth, it was 
necessary to justify everything, shut the eyes, conceal, 
make false deals, fall into contradictions, and, alas, fre- 
quently tell an untruth. While accepting everything in 
words, the church has been compelled to reject certain 
books in fact. Such are the whole of the Apocalypse 
and parts of the Acts, which frequently not only fail 
to be instructive, but are even offensive. It is evident 
that Luke wrote about the miracles in order to strengthen 
people in the faith, and*no doubt there were some who 
were confirmed in their faith by such reading, but now it 
is not possible to find a more blasphemous book, one 
which more undermines faith. Perhaps a candle is 
needed where there is darkness. But if there is light, 
there is no sense in illuminating it with a candle, for 
it will be seen without it. Christ’s miracles are the 
candles which are brought into the light in order to 
illuminate it. If there is light, it will be seen any- 
way; and if there is no light, then it is only the 
candle which is shedding light. 

And so it is impossible and unnecessary to read 
the twenty-seven books in succession, recognizing each 
word as holy, as the church reads them, for one would 
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only arrive at what the church has arrived at, namely, 
at the negation of self. In order to comprehend the 
contents of the Scripture which belongs to the Christian 
faith, it is necessary first to solve the question which 
of the twenty-seven books that are given out as con- 
stituting Holy Scripture are more or less essential and 
important, and then to begin with those that are most 
important. Such unquestionably are the four gospels. 
Everything which precedes them may, in a large measure, 
be only historical material for the comprehension of the 
Gospel, and everything subsequent only an elucidation 
of these books. And so it is not necessary, as the 
churches do, inevitably to harmonize all the books (we 
are convinced that that, more than anything else, has 
led the churches to preach unintelligible things), but in 
these four books, which, according to the teaching of the 
church, expound the most essential revelation, to find the 
most important bases of the teaching, without conforming 
with any teaching of the other books, not because I do 
not wish to do so, but because I am afraid of the errors 
of the other books, which offer such a bright and palpable 
example. 

What I shall try to find in- these books is this: (1) 
What is comprehensible to me, for no one can believe 
what is incomprehensible, and the knowledge of what is 
incomprehensible is equal to ignorance; (2) what answers 
my question as to what I am, what God is; and (3) what 
the one chief basis of every revelation is. And so ] am 
not going to read the incomprehensible, obscure, half- 
intelligible passages as I want them to be, but so as to 
bring them most in agreement with entirely clear pas- 
sages, with which they can be reduced to one basis. By 
reading in this manner, not once or twice, but many 
times, both the Scripture itself and what has been 
written about it, I came to the conclusion that the 
whole Christian tradition is contained in the four gos- 
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pels; that the books of the Old Testament can serve 
only as an explanation of the form which Christ’s teach- 
ing has chosen, and that they can only obscure, but in no 
way elucidate, the meaning of Christ’s teaching ; that the 
epistles of John and James are teachings which were 
called forth by the peculiar condition of the private eluci- 
dations, and that it is possible to find in them at times 
Christ’s teaching expressed from a new side, and nothing 
more. Unfortunately, we frequently can find, especially 
in the epistles of Paul, an expression of the teaching 
which is liable to fill the reader with doubts, which 
obscure the teaching itself. But the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, like many of the epistles of Paul, not only have 
nothing in common with the Gospel and with the epistles 
of John, Peter, and James, but frequently contradict 
them. The Revelation absolutely reveals nothing. But 
the main thing is that, no matter at what different times 
they were written, the Gospel forms the exposition of the 
whole teaching, and everything else is only an interpreta- 
tion of it. 

I read the Gospel in Greek, in the language in which 
we possess it, and I translated as the sense and the dic- 
tionaries demanded, now and then departing from the 
translations which exist in the modern languages and 
which were made when the church had comprehended 
and defined the meaning of the tradition in its own way. 
Besides translating, I have inevitably been led to the 
necessity of harmonizing the four gospels, since they all 
expound, though variously, the same incidents and the 
same teaching. The new proposition of exegetics, that 
the Gospel of John, being exclusively theological, should 
be discussed separately, had no meaning for me, since my 
aim is not historical, nor philosophical, nor theological 
criticism, but the finding of the meaning of the teaching. 
The meaning of the teaching is expressed in the four 
gospels, and so, if all four are the exposition of one and 
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the same revelation of truth, then one must confirm and 
elucidate the rest. And so I considered them by uniting 
them, without omitting the Gospel of John. 

There have been many attempts made at combining 
the gospels, but all those which I know, Arnolde de 
Vence, Farrar, Reuss, Grechulévich, harmonize them on a 
historical basis, and are all equally unsuccessful. Not 
one of them is better than another in the historical sense, 
and all are equally satisfactory in the sense of the teach- 
ing. I leave the historical meaning entirely alone, and 
harmonize only in the sense of the teaching. The har- 
monization of the gospels on this basis has this advantage, 
that the true teaching represents, as it were, a circle, of 
which all the parts determine their mutual significance, 
and for the study of which it is immaterial from what 
place we begin. In studying in this manner the gospels, 
in which the historical events of Christ’s life are so 
closely connected with the teaching, the historical con- 
secutiveness appeared quite immaterial to me, and for the 
historical consecutiveness it made no difference to me 
which harmonization of the gospels I took as my basis. 
I selected two of the latest harmonizations, by authors 
who made use of the labours of all their predecessors, 
Grechulévich and Reuss, but since Reuss has separated 
John from the synoptics, Grechulévich’s harmonization 
has been of greater use to me, and I took it for the basis 
of my work, collating it with Reuss and departing from 
both whenever the sense demanded it. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 
HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 





INTRODUCTION 


EYAITEAION KATA EVANGELe FROM? THE ANNOUNCE- 
MATOAION, KATA MATTHEW,FROM MENT OF GOOD 
MAPKON, KATA MARK, FROM ACCORDING TO 
AOTKAN, KATA LUKE, FROM MATTHEW,MARK 
IQANNHN. JOHN. LUKE, JOHN. 


1. "Apy) rod eday-  Marki. 1. Thebegin- 1. The beginning of 

uM "I ve erry ning of the gospel of the announcement of 
yertou = tngou ApwoToOv Josng Christ, the Son good of Jesus Christ, 
ulod Tov Qeou. of God.¢ the son of God. 


(a) The word Evangel is generally not translated. Under 
this word are understood the books of the New Testament 
about Jesus Christ, and no other meaning is ascribed to 
it. However, this word has a definite meaning, which is 
connected with the contents of the books. 

The literal translation of the word evayyéduov is in 
Russian blagovyest’ (glad tidings). That translation is 
not correct : (1) because blagovyest’ has in Russian a differ- 
ent meaning ; (2) because it does not render the meaning 
of the two component parts ed and ayyéNov. Ed means 
good, well, true; ayyédcov means not so much informa- 
tron given, news, as the very action of informing, impart- 
img news, and therefore the word is more exactly translated 
by the expression annowncement. Consequently the com- 
pound word evayyedov ought to be translated by an- 
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nouncement of good, or, more intelligibly in Russian, by 
announcement about what ts good. 

(6) The words xata Mar@atiov, and so forth, indicate 
that the announcement of good was made from stories, 
or notes, or indications, and, in general, from the in- 
formation furnished about this announcement by Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, John, and, as it is not known in 
what manner the evangelists imparted their information, 
and as it is not mentioned that the evangelists wrote it 
themselves, the preposition xara must be translated by 
according to, that is, that the information about the 
announcement, in whatever manner it may have been 
transinitted, was given by Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

(c) The word Xpioros means the anointed. 

The meaning of this word is connected with the tra- 
ditions of the Jews. For the meaning of the contents of 
the announcement of good, this word offers nothing and 
may be indifferently rendered by anointed or Christ. I 
prefer the word Christ, as anointed has received a differ- 
ent meaning in Russian. 

(d) The expression son of God is assumed by the 
church to be the exclusive appellation of Jesus Christ, 
but according to the gospel it has not this exclusive 
meaning: it refers equally to all men. This meaning is 
clearly expressed in many passages of the gospel. 

Speaking to the people at large, Jesus Christ says: 


Matt. v.16. Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven. 


In another place: 


Matt. v.45. That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Luke vi. 36. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful. 
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Matt. vi.1. Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, 
to be seen of them : otherwise ye have no reward of your Father 
which is in heaven. 

Matt. vi. 4. That thine alms may be in secret: and thy 
Father which seeth in secret, himself shall reward thee openly. 

Matt. v. 48. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect. 

Matt. vi. 6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. 

Matt. vi. 8. Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask him. 

Matt. vi. 14. For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 


And there are many other passages in the gospels 
where all men are called sons of God. More than that: 
In the Gospel of St. Luke there is a passage in which it 
says that by the word son of God is to be understood 
every man, and also that Jesus is called the son of God 
not in any exclusive sense, but because, like all men, he 
came from God and, therefore, was a son of God. 

Setting forth the genealogy of Jesus, Luke, ascending 
from his mother to his grandfather, great-grandfather, and 
farther back, says: Which was the son of Enos, which 
was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which 
was the son of God (Luke 11. 38). 

Thus the words, Of Jesus Christ, the son of God, indi- 
cate the person by whom the announcement wass made. 
This person is called Jesus, the name given him by men, 
and, besides, Christ, that is, God’s chosen one, and, be- 
sides, the son of God. 

The title defines the contents of the book. It says 
that in the book the good is announced to men. It is 
necessary to remember the meaning of this, title in order 
to be able to pick out in the book the more essential from 
the less important passages; since the contents of the 
book are the announcement of good to men, everything 
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which defines this good to men is most essential, and 
everything which has not this aim of announcing the 
good is less essential. 
Thus the full title will be: 
The announcement of the true good, made by Jesus 
Christ, the son of God. 


THE 


31. Tatra dé yéypar- 
Tat, iva miorevonre Sri 
6 'Incots éorw 6 Xpic- 
ros 6 ulés Tov Qeov, Kal 
iva miurevovres why 
éxnre év rp dvduare 


John ax. 31. But these 
are written, that ye 
might believe that 
Jesus* is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have 
life in his name. 


AIM OF THE BOOK 


31. This is written that 
men might believe that 
Jesus Christ is the son 
of God, and that believ- 
ing they might receive 
life through what he has 
been. 


(a) In many texts these words are differently placed, not 
rt 0 ‘Inaois ear o Xpicros o vios, but drt o "Incods o 
Xpirres eoti o vids. 

I accept the second order, regarding it as clearer. 

(b) The words év 7@ oveuati avrod literally translated 
by in his name represent one of those expressions to which, 


through a verbal rendering, we ascribe an arbitrary and 
most frequently an indistinct meaning. 

The Hebrew word which corresponds to the word dvoya 
designates not the name, but the person himself, that 
which he really is, and therefore the words might have 
life in his name must be understood as meaning that life is 
given by the very essence of that which is the son of God. 


1. "Ereadhrep oddol 
érexelpnoay dvardtac- 
Oar Sttynow wept roy 
wemt\npomopnuévwy ev 
uty mpayuarwy, 

2. Kadws mapédocav 
hutv ol dr’ dpx is abrér- 
rat Kal vrnpéra yevd- 
Mevat TOU déyou, 


Luketi. 1. Forasmuch 
as many have taken in 
hand to set forth in 
order a declaration of 
those things which are 
most surely believed 
among us. 

2. Even as they de- 
livered them unto us, 
which from the begin- 
ning were eyewitnesses, 
and ministers of the 
word ;4 


1. Since many have al- 
ready begun to tell con- 
nectedly of the things 
which have happened 
among us, 


2. As the eyewitnesses 
and executors of the 
teaching have transmit- 
ted to us; 
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3. “Edote xduol, rapn- 
KodovOnkdre Avwhev ma- 
ow daxpiBas, Kadeens 
go. Yypdwar, Kpariore 
Oeddpire, 

4, “Iva ércyv@s rept 
@y Karnxnens Ddywr 


ood to 
me also, having had per- 
fect understanding of 
all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee 
in order, most excellent 
Theophilus,® 

4. That thou mightest 
know the certainty of 
that teaching, wherein 


3. It seemed 


3. I, too, decided, hav- 
ing learned everything 
correctly from the very 
first, to write to you, in 
order, Mr. Theophilus, 


4. That you might find 
out the real truth of 
those injunctions which 


Thy adopddear. thou hast been in- 


you have been taught. 
structed. 

(a) The words avromra: cal vrnpérat Tov Adyou are in- 
correctly translated: in Slavic witnesses or servants of the 
word, and in German Diener des Wortes. Adyos in this ex- 
pression cannot mean word ; one cannot be a witness of a 
word. The translation of the Vulgate viderunt et ministre 
sermonis is more correct. Here the word Aoyos cannot sig- 
nify anything else but the sermon of the teaching or 
wisdom. 

(6) Luke’s introduction is a private address to Theoph- 
ilus, expository of the gospel, and does not touch the 
teaching. 


In this preface it says that through faith in the fact 
that Jesus Christ was the son of God men will have life. 
Just as by the words the announcement of good is to be 
understood a certain special, more definite, more real good 
than that which men consider good, so by the word I1fe, 
which men will have, apparently is meant a different 
life from what men regard as life. This other life is 
obtained through believing that there is a son of God, 
and it is pointed out that with this filial relation to God 
is connected the announcement of good itself. The verses, 
which say that these things had been written about before, 
and which tell what it is that has caused Luke to write 
out his exposition, do not touch the teaching and are, 
therefore, left out in my exposition, or ought to be printed 
in a smaller type, as an appendix. 

Thus the meaning of Luke’s verses is as follows: 
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The announcement of good is written in order that all 
men, having convinced themselves that Jesus Christ is 
the son of God, might receive life through believing that 
there is a son of God. 


THE COMPREHENSION 


1. "Ry dpox7 6 VYohni. 1. Ine the be- 1. The comprehension 
Noy 7 PX 4 inning? wase the of life became the begin- 
sda ord.4 ning of al). 


In order to understand the necessity of elucidating the 
first verse and the following verses of the Introduction, it 
is necessary to have a clear account of the meaning of the 
existing translations. 

The church translation of the first verse has no mean- 
ing whatever. The translation is: Jn the beginning was 
the Word. This is not a translation of a thought, but of 
words. No sense results from it, and each separate word 
is invested with a mystic and arbitrary gloss. In order 
to discover the meaning of these expressions, it is neces- 
sary to discard the church gloss, and to analyze each 
word. 

(a) The preposition ey signifies sojourn in something ; 
with a verb of motion it signifies transposition and sojourn 
in something. 

(6) apyn signifies not only temporal and fundamental 
beginning, but also beginning as the foundation of every- 
thing, and so I translate it by beginning of all. 

(c) nv from the verb evué signifies, in addition to exist- 
ence, also change, and frequently may and must be trans- 
lated by the words become, turn. 

(d) Xoyos has eleven chief meanings: (1) word, (2) 
speech, (3) conversation, (4) report, (5) eloquence, 
(6) reason, as distinguishing man from beast, (7) reflec- 
tion, opinion, precept (it is the same which is rendered 
by sermo in the Vulgate), (8) cause, foundation of thought, 
(9) account, (10) esteem, (11) relation (Adyos éydvero pds) 
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to be in relation with some one. Ask a pupil, who knows 
Greek, but who is not acquainted with the church teaching, 
to translate the first verse from John, and he will, to get 
any sensible translation of this passage, from the context 
immediately reject seven impossible meanings of Xodryos 
from this sentence, namely, the meanings of word, speech, 
conversation, report, eloquence, account, and esteem, and 
will be choosing between the meanings of reason, cause, 
reflection, and correlation. All these four meanings, given 
to the word Acyos in translations, fit the sense of the clause, 
but each of them, taken separately, fits it only partially. 

Reason is a man’s capacity to think. 

Reflection is only the action of this capacity. 

Correlation is that which furnishes the material to the 
capacity to think. 

Cause is one of the forms of thinking. 

Each meaning, taken separately, defines one side of the 
activity of thought. Adyos apparently has here a very 
broad and fundamental meaning. In order to render this 
word in Russian, I find most appropriate the word com- 
prehension (razumyenre), because this word combines all 
the four possible meanings of Aoyos. 

Comprehension is not only reason, but also the action 
of reason leading to something; not only cause, but also 
the seeking of it; not only reflection, but also reflection 
elucidating the cause; and not only relation, but also 
reasonable activity in relation to cause. This translation 
is completely confirmed by the introduction to the teach- 
ing of the same writer, namely, in the first epistle of 
John. Thus, in the first verse the same expression is 
used: 5 qv am apyis, 5 axnxcapev, and so forth, rept 
Tov Noyou THS CwHs. It is evident that it can be trans- 
lated only by the words comprehension of life. By the 
addition of the word tis Sw7s, which John makes in 
the epistle, the meaning becomes absolutely clear and 
defined — comprehension of life. Therefore, I translate 
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the word Adyos by comprehension of life, because I find 
such translation clearer and more precise, though I do 
not refute any other translation. We may equally put 
down the word reason, and all-wisdom, and even the word 
word, by ascribing a broader meaning to it; we may even 
leave the word Adyos untranslated, — the meaning will 
always be one and the same. 

Consequently I literally translate the first verse thus: 
In the beginning of all there grew to be the comprehen- 
sion of life. This translation gives a clear sense, if the 
title 1s kept in view, that is, the announcement of good 
by Jesus Christ. In the beginning of all, or, the begin- 
ning of all grew to be the comprehension of life according 
to the announcement of Jesus Christ. 

cs a Re MOE SOF Words : a athe Reneion of ifs stood 
a eat God.¢ for God. 

(a) The second part of the verse is still more hopelessly 
incomprehensible in the church translation. In order to 
remove this perplexity, it is necessary first of all to direct, 
our attention to the word God. The word God serves, 
as it were, as a definition of what Adyos is. Therefore 
we must above all else know what the author understands 
by the word God. There is an indication of it in the 
eighteenth verse of the same chapter, and in the first 
epistle of John (iv. 12) it says: No man hath seen God 
at any time. Therefore, in order that the reader may 
not unite with the word God a meaning which the author 
himself did not connect, it is necessary to remember how 
the author understood the word. Only through the indi- 
cation that the word God must not and cannot be under- 
stood as something comprehensible and definite, does the 
meaning of the first verses become comprehensible. 

(6) The preposition T pos with the accusative has eleven 
meanings : (1) to; (2) in the direction of ; (3) the major- 
ity of meanings of the same preposition with the dative ; 
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there are three such meanings: (a) near, (9) in, and, on, 
aud (vy) besides, in addition to; (4) for, in view of; (5) in 
reference to; (6) against; (7) on an equality with, for 
somebody, for something; (8) in respect to something; 
(9) because of; (10) during the time of, and (11) 
almost, near something. The simplest and directest 
meaning is fo. 

(c) The words zpos rov Gedy in the literal translation, 
as given in the Slavic, are was to God. But the words 
was to God have no meaning. The translation of pos tov 
Geov by with God, erat apud Dewm, bet Gott, has also no 
meaning, and has the further disadvantage that apes with 
the accusative never means apud, and I have purposely 
written out all the meanings of apds with the accusative 
in order that it may be clear to all that wpos with the accu- 
sative can never mean with. Apud means before, near, 
and nothing else. The only philological excuse for trans- 
lating it so is that apds with the accusative sometimes 
(very rarely) has the same meaning as with the dative, 
namely near, and apud also means near. Out of a thou- 
sand cases of apes with the accusative there will, proba- 
bly, be one when it has the meaning of near; admitting 
even that apes means in this case apud, it will only give 
us that the word was near God, and not with God. For 
the church translation that was the only issue from a 
difficulty. 

The church translation with God has received a mystic 
interpretation, and the church was satisfied with it, for- 
getting that this is not a translation, but an arbitrary 
interpretation. But since I am looking for sense in the 
book which I am reading, and do not allow myself to give 
arbitrary meanings to words, I was compelled either to 
reject these words as incomprehensible, or to find a mean- 
ing for them which would correspond to the laws of the 
language and of common sense. In order to ascribe some 
sense to this sentence, it is possible, by taking Adyos in 


28 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


the sense of word or wisdom, to give to the preposition 
apos the meaning which it has in Greek, namely, relative, 
in relation to something, so that apes may in this place 
be translated merely by the genitive, without any prepo- 
sition, namely: And the comprehension was, or, there grew 
to be a comprehension of God, and then the translation 
will be like this: Jn the beginning was the comprehension. 
And the comprehension was the comprehension of God. 
But in this case the meaning of the preposition mpoes will 
be stretched. It is also possible to give to the word 
Aoyos the meaning of comprehension, the activity of reason 
always directed toward something, and then the preposi- 
tion mpos may be translated in its direct and first mean- 
ing to, having in mind that the comprehension is directed 
to something, and that the translation will be: The com- 
prehension was, or, grew to be directed to God; but in that 
case the superfluous word directed must be added, or the 
translation will not be very clear. Then again, we may 
give to mpos the meaning of equality, exchange of one 
thing for another. This meaning is precisely covered 
by the popular against (suprotiw). Oxen will not work 
against horses. He respects him against his father, and 
so forth, and then the third translation will be: Compre- 
henston grew to be the beginning of everything. And the 
comprehension grew to be against Cod (that is, the conupre- 
hension took the place of God). 

The first two translations have almost the same mean- 
ing, but they are neither of them precise. In the first, 
the meaning of the words mpos tov Oedy (twice repeated 
and therefore obviously necessary for the expression of the 
thought) is entirely omitted ; in the second, it is necessary 
to add a new word directed, in order to give any meaning 
to this preposition. 

The third translation expresses the same thought, and 
has this advantage: it renders mapos by a preposition, 
and adds nothing more. 
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In order to decide among these three translations, it is 
necessary to analyze all four sentences, which are con- 
nected with each other, where the preposition mpds is 
used. 

The four sentences are these: 

(1) In the beginning was the Aeyos, or, the Aeyos grew 
to be the beginning; (2) the Avyos was to God, or, the 
Aoryos grew to be mpos rov Geov; (3) the Aeyos was, or, 
grew to be, God, and (4) in the beginning, or, as the 
beginning, the Adyos was, or grew to be, wpos Tov Oedv. 

In all three translations one part of the thought is 
equally clear, and the other part equally obscure. What 
is clear is the first sentence: The comprehension of God 
was, or grew to be, in the beginning, or, asthe beginning, 
and the third: The comprehension was, or grew to be, 
God. 

In the meaning of the first sentence, that in the 
beginning, or, as the beginning, grew to be comprehen- 
sion, and of the third, that the comprehension was, or, 
grew to be, God, all three translations and the church 
translation agree. 

In the beginning was the comprehension, or, compre- 
hension grew to be the beginning, and, it was, or, grew to 
be, God, — that is the main idea. And one results from 
the other. 

The second sentence explains this idea; it explains in 
what manner the comprehension grew to be, or, was, God, 
and the fourth sentence only repeats the first and the sec- 
ond. It says that it became God in that it was, or grew 
to be, wpos Tov Oeov. Three meanings of zpos fit in here. 
The comprehension was, or, grew to be, the comprehen- 
sion of God. It was, or, grew to be, turned to God, and 
it was, or, grew to be, agaznst, in the place of, God. 

The first two translations reduce themselves to one, 
namely, that the comprehension is that which expressed 
God. The comprehension was the comprehension of God 
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means: the comprehension expressed God. The compre- 
hension was turned to God, and grew to be God, also 
means: united with God, expressed God. The third 
translation expresses the same, namely: the comprehen- 
sion grew to be against, that is, in the place of, God, 
expressed God. This translation includes the meaning of 
the other two. It is sufficient to put in the place of the 
awkward against, the preposition for, which expresses ex- 
change, and we get the broadest and fullest, and literally 
most exact translation, which, for the Russian, preserves 
even the case of the original: And the comprehension 
stood for God. 


1. Kat Geds #v 6 X6- JYohni, 1, And the word 1,And the compre- 
8 


“os. was God.a ae of life became 
. 7 od. 

2. Otros Hv év dpxn 2. The same was in 2. It grew to be the 

mpos TOY Cedp. the beginning with God. pegioning of everything 


(a) In the first verse I transpose the words, and trans- 
late: The comprehension became God. I place the word 
comprehension before the word God, because, according to 
the spirit of the Russian language, the subject must pre- 
cede the predicate, and Adyos is the subject, because it has 
the article, whereas the predicate is without the article. 

(b) The verb ecué, in addition to meaning to be, live, exist, 
has also the meaning of to become, grow, originate. If it 
says that in the beginning was the comprehension, or word, 
and that the word was to God, or with God, or for God, 
it is impossible to go on and say that a was God. If it 
was God, it could stand in no relation to God. And so it 
is necessary in this place to translate qv by became, grew 
to be, and not by it was. The two verses translated 
accordingly receive a definite meaning. 


The conception about God is assumed as known, and 
mention is made of the source from which this concep- 
tion came. It says: According to the announcement of 
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Jesus Christ the beginning of everything was the compre- 
hension of life. And the comprehension of life, accord- 
ing to Christ’s teaching, took the place of the conception 
of God, or blended with it. 

If it were necessary to get a confirmation of such an 
understanding of these two verses, the eighteenth verse, 
which includes the whole discussion and directly ex- 
presses the idea that no one has ever known God, but 
that the son has manifested him in the Aoyos, and the 
whole discussion, which tells us the same, and the follow- 
ing verses, which tell us that by the Aoyos everything is 
born, and without it nothing is born, and the whole sub- 
sequent teaching, which develops the same idea, every- 
thing confirms the same. The meaning of these verses is 
this: According to the announcement of good by Jesus 
Christ the comprehension of life became the foundation 
and beginning of everything. The comprehension of life 
stood in the place of God, — the comprehension of life 
became God. 

It is this which according to the announcement of 
Jesus Christ became the foundation and beginning of 
everything in the place of God. 


8. IIdvra 6¢ avrov Johni. - os ee a ea was 
»..~ Were made by him; orn through the com- 
éyévero, kal xwpls avrov ang withoute himd was prehension, and without 
éyévero ode &v, 5 yéyo- not any thing made the comprehension is 
veV. thate was mades not anything born of 
ee which is alive and 

ives. 


(a) The words 6’ avrod mean by means of it, through 
at, and cannot be rendered (in Russian) by the ablative 
case alone. Av’ avrod does not mean by him, but by its 
aid. I translate through the comprehension, substituting 
the word which is meant by the pronoun. 

(b) The word éyévero means was born, in its first straight 
simple meaning. According to all the dictionaries this 
word has only five chief meanings: (1) to be born ; (2) to 
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become ; (3) to be, exist (the first three meanings are all 
applicable in this.sentence) ; (4) to be frequently, to happen 
Srequently ; (5) to be occupied with something (the last two 
meanings are inapplicable). There are no other meanings. 
The meaning jfacta sunt (according to the Vulgate), 
gemacht (in Luther), cannot be applied to this verb, but 
in the Vulgate and in Luther these words are translated 
by omnia per tpsum facta sunt, Dinge sind durch dasselbe 
gemacht. In Church-Slavic it is translated by dbyst’, but 
from the explanations which are attached to this word, 
namely, that everything was created by him, this word 
byst’ is taken in precisely the same sense as that in which 
it is translated in the Vulgate and by Luther; that is, as 
made. I translate the word in its first and simplest 
meaning, which includes the meanings of become and be, 
and so it is not for me to justify the departure from the 
customary translations, but for the previous translators to 
justify their own departures from the original. There 
can be no justification of the arbitrary translation of the 
word éyévero by facta sunt and gemacht. The explana- 
tion why the word is so incorrectly translated may be 
found in the church interpretation of the whole passage. 
According to the church interpretation the Adyos is the 
second person of the Holy Trinity, and to it is ascribed 
the creation of the world. In translating into Latin jio 
was used, which does not correspond to yiyvouat, but 
only to one of its meanings, to become. In Luther's trans- 
lation the verb gemacht is used, though it answers but 
one of the meanings of fio in the active voice, and the 
word has entirely departed from its meaning. 


Here is the interpretation of the church (Archimandrite 
Mikhail): 


Interpretation of St. John i. 3. All things were made by him: 
all things received their existence, all things were created by 
him (Gen. i.; Heb. i. 2; Col. i. 16). 
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All things: St. Paul, in evolving the same idea about the 
creation of all things by the Word, explains all things in the fol- 
lowing manner: All things that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin- 
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him 
and for him (Col. i. 16). Consequently, in the sphere of all 
things created, whether in heaven, or in earth, whether in the 
spiritual, or in the material world, there is not a being, nor a 
thing, which has not received its existence through him. Con- 
sequently, the Word is the Creator of the world; consequently, 
itis God. The expression by him does not mean that that Word 
is a dependent Creator of the world, and not the prime moving 
cause of the creation of the world, or that God created the world 
by means of the Word, as an artist creates by means of a tool; 
such a turn of speech is used in Scripture whenever it speaks of 
the first cause, acting of its own force and independently (cf. 
1 Cor. 1.9; xii. 8,18; Chrys., and Theophilac.). Here it is so 
expressed in order to prevent one from imagining that the Son 
was not born (Chrys.). 

By such a turn of speech our attention is directed to that rela- 
tion of the Word to the Father, by which God the Father, who 
is invisible and abides in the inaccessible world, appears and 
always acts in his Son, who, therefore, is the image of the in- 
visible God (Heb. 1.3). The Son never acts as though he fell 
away or separated from the Father, so that the creative activity 
of the Son is at the same time the activity of the Father, and 
the will of the Father is at the same time the will of the Son 
(John v. 19, 20). 

Without him was not anything made that was made.  Repeti- 
tion, explanation, and intensification of the preceding expres- 
sion and of the creative activity of the Word. In the created 
world everything is made by him, not excepting anything, but 
only in the created world (that was made). That no one might 
think that, if everything was made by him, so was also the Holy 
Ghost, the evangelist found it necessary to add that was made, 
that is, that was created, but the Holy Ghost is not a created 
being (cf. Chrys. and Theophilac.). “TJ shall not be frightened 
by what it says that all things received their being through the 
Son, as though in the words all things is also included the Holy 
Ghost ; for it does not simply say all things, but all things that 
were made. The Father is not by the Son, nor is all that by 
the Son, which had no beginning of existence ” (Greg. the Div. 
iil, 113). 
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(c) The simplest and most common meaning of the word 
xopis is outside of, and I leave it so. 

(d) Instead of the pronoun, I for clearness’ sake again 
put the word for which it stands. 

(ce) To 6 I, in accordance with the demands of the Rus- 
sian language, add of that. Any one who knows the 
Greek and the Russian languages knows that the relative 
pronoun is not translated literally into Russian, but 
always demands the addition of the word that. 

(7) yeyovev is a perfect, and so it is incorrectly translated 
by byst’; the perfect in Greek denotes what was and is, 
and so it has to be translated by was born and lives. 


4. EvatrdS twh fv, _ John 1.4. Inchimwas 4. In it there grew to 
Kal  fwh Fv a oe life; and the life was be life, the same as, the 


, the light® of men. light of men grew to be 
avOowrur: life. 
5. Kaird dds évrq 5. Andthe lights shin- 6. Just as the light 
ot { co eth in darkness; and shines in the darkness, 
oKoTla paiver, kal 7 OKO- the darkness compre- and the darkness does 
tla avro ov karédafev. hended¢ it not. not swallow it. 


(a) év besides meaning im means also*in one’s power: 
év cot, év exyovm, and so forth. It is used here in that 
sense. Jn it is life means in it is the power over life, 
in, it 1s the possibility of life. 

(6) From the construction of a sentence like cal  Gw7 
Hv to dws and from the omission, in many texts, of the 
article before das, light is the predicate. 

John xii. 836. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye 
may be the children of light. 

(c) ws light from all the contexts signifies the true 
comprehension of life. 

(d) xatarapBavo, to grasp, take, meet, understand, take 
an, accept, hold back, swallow. I translate it in the sense 
of to swallow, put out, extinguish. 


Before that it said that the comprehension of life grew 
to be the beginning of everything. Now it says that only 
the comprehension gives life, and that without the com- 
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prehension there can be no life. Life consists only in its 
comprehension. The fourth verse confirms that, and 
says: Life is in the power of the comprehension. Only 
the comprehension gives the possibility of life. The true 
life is the one which is illuminated by the light of the 
comprehension. The light of men is the true life; light 
gives light, and there is no darkness in it. Even thus 
the comprehension gives life, in which there is no death. 

Everything which became truly alive, is so only 
through the comprehension. The true life, according to 
the announcement of Jesus Christ, grew to be such only 
in the comprehension. Or, to say it differently: The 
light, the comprehension of men, became the true life for 
men, even as the light is that which truly exists, while 


the darkness is only the absence of light. 


ness cannot destroy the light. 


6. "Evyévero &vOpwros 
dmrecTadpévos rapa Oeod, 
Svoua alr ‘Iwdvvys. 

7. Otros FdAOev els 
Mapruplay, tva pap- 
Tuphoy wept TOU dwrds, 
iva wdvres micrevowot 
5¢ adrod. 

8. Ov Fy éxetvos 7rd 
pas, aN Wwa papruph- 
on wepi Tov mwrds. 


John i. 6. There was & 
man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 


7. The same came for 
a witness,¢ to bear wit- 
ness of the Light, that 
all men through him 
might believe. 


8. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to 
bear witness of that 
Light.d 


And the dark- 


6. A man was sent 
from God, whose name 
was John. 


7. He came for the 
showing, to show the 
light of the comprehen- 
sion, that all men might 
believe in the light of 
the comprehension. 


8. He himself was not 
the light, but came 
only to show the light of 
comprehension. 


(a) paptupla testimony, proof, showing. 
(6) These verses sharply interrupt the train of thought 


and even the very discussion about the meaning of the 
light, by introducing details about John the Baptist. 
These verses by their contents do not confirm, nor contra- 
dict, the fundamental thought, and so do not enter into 
the exposition, but form only an addition. 


9. "Hy 1rd gids rd 
GnOvdv, 6 pwrlte rdv- 
Ta EvOpwrov épyduevov 
els roy xbo pov. 


John 1. 9. That wase 
the true? Light, which 
lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. 


9. It became the true 
light, such as lights up 
every man who comes 
into the world. 
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10. ’Evr@ xboup Fr, 
kal 6 Kéopos d¢ avbrod 
éyévero, kal 6 Kdopos av- 
Tov ovK yyw. 

11. Els ra toca #rOe, 
Kal oi (d10e avrov ov trap- 


éX\afov. 
12. “Ooo. 5¢ %daBor 
avrov, €dwKxev avrois 


éfovclavy réxva Oeov ye- 
végOar, Tots murTEevovowy 
els 70 Svoua avrov: 

13. Of ov« é& alud- 
Tw, ovdé éxk Oedhuaros 
capxds, ove éx Oedhpa- 
ros dvipds, GAN éx Oeod 


éyevv}Onoay. 


10. He was in the 
world, and: the world 
was made bye him, and 
the world knew him not. 


11. He came unto his 
own,? and his own re- 
ceived him not.¢ 


12, But as many as re- 
ceiveds him, to them 
gave he powers to be- 
come’ the sons of God, 
even to them that be- 
lieve on his* name. 


13. WhichJ were born,’ 
not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of 
God. 
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10. It appeared in the 
world, and the world 
was born through it, 
and the world did not 
know it. 


11. It appeared in sep- 
arate people, and the 
separate people did not 
receive it within them. 

12. But to all those 
who understood it, it 
rave the possibility of 

ecoming sons of God, 
through faith in its 
meaning; 


13 They were gener- 
ated not from blood, nor 
from the lust of flesh 
nor from the lust of 
man, but from God. 


(a) mv signifies, as in former passages, not only was, but 


also became. 


(b) adn@cves does not mean truthful, but real. 
(c) da must again be translated by through, and has the 


same significance as before. 


éyévero means was born. 


(d) ra idva means separate, special, and is obviously said 


in contradistinction to the world at large. 


The light 


was in the whole world and in separate men, and so to 
the word iésos separate, which expresses that which in 
scientific language is expressed by the word individual, I 
add the word people. 

(¢) maparxapBavev means to receive within oneself. 

(f) AapBavey to receive and more commonly to wnder- 
stand. 

(9g) €Eovota means the permission, liberty, right, possibil- 
ity to do something. On the other hand, this word ex- 
presses what is expressed by the preposition év in ev avT@ 
Con mv. In it was the power to give life, and therefore, 
having been born in it, they received the possibility. 

(h) Though yevéoOa: means also to be born, it can be 
translated here as to be or to become. 

(1) 6vowa avrov occurs for the second time, and both 
times it is used after the word to believe. To believe in 
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dvopa avTov. In Russian dvoua means name, in Hebrew 
the person itself. To express both ideas, it is necessary 
to say: in ws essence, in tts significance, in tts meaning, 
and that 1s the way [ translate it. 

(7) ot, which refers to rots, has to be translated as since 
they. 

(k) yevvaw means to germinate and then to bear. 


It said before that the lfe of the world is like the 
light in the darkness. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness does not detain it. Life lives in the 
world, but the world does not retain the life. Now, con- 
tinuing the discussion about the comprehension, it says 
that it is that hght which illuminates every hving man, 
that real light of life which is known to every man, 
so that the comprehension is distributed throughout the 
world, which lives by it, but the whole world does not 
know it, does not know that in the comprehension alone 
is the power, foundation, strength of life. The compre- 
hension was in separate people, aud the separate people 
did not accept it within them, did not make it their 
own; they did not understand that life was only in it, 
or, the comprehension was in its own production, in the 
son, but the son did not recognize his Father. 

Neither all humanity, nor the majority of men taken 
separately understood that they lived only through the 
comprehension, and their life was like a light that appears 
in the darkness, fiickers up, and goes out. 

There was a hfe which appeared amidst death and 
again was swallowed up by death. But to those who 
understood the comprehension it gave the possibility 
of becoming its sons through faith in their origin. The 
twelfth verse, which appears so incoherent and mixed up 
at its first reading, is so precise and clear when it is trans- 
lated rigorously that it is impossible to add anything for 
its elucidation, except to repeat it with the substitution 
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of a verbal noun in place of the participle wiorevovewr, as 
it expresses strictly the same idea. After it was said 
that the life of men was lke the light in the darkness 
and that life appeared and was swallowed by death, we 
get: But, although it was so, the comprehension gave 
men a chance to become the sons of comprehension, and 
thus to free themselves from death. In the twelfth 
verse it says that the comprehension gave men the chance 
to become the sons of God. In order that we may under- 
stand what is meant by the expression to become the 
sons of God, which is expounded clearly and in detail 
in the discourse with Nicodemus (John i. 3-21), it is 
necessary to recall what was said at first. 

The comprehension is God, consequently, to become 
the son of God means to become the son of the compre- 
hension. 

What does son mean? In the third verse it says that 
everything which was born, was born of the comprehen- 
sion. What is born is the son, consequently, all of us 
are sons of the comprehension, so, then, what 1s meant by 
to become the sons of the comprehension? To this 
question we find an answer in the fourth verse. It says 
that life is in the power of the comprehension. Thus 
there is a double sonhood of the comprehension: one, the 
natural, — all are sons of the comprehension ; the other, 
which depends on the will of men, on the recognition 
of the dependence of one’s life on the comprehension. 
Even so carnal sonhood is always of two kinds. Every 
man is, whether he wants to be or not, of necessity the 
son of his father, and yet he may, or may not, acknowl- 
edge his father. Consequently, to become the son of the 
comprehension is the same as to acknowledge that life is 
all in the power of the comprehension. The same is 
expressed in verses 9-11. It says that men did not 
acknowledge that life was all in the comprehension, and 
in verse 12 it says that by believing in the significance 
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of the comprehension they could become fully its sons, 
because all men were born not of the lust of man and 
the blood of woman, but of the comprehension. 

It is necessary to acknowledge that, in order by origin 
and acknowledgment to be fully sons of the comprehen- 
sion. 

The meaning of the verses is as follows: 

The comprehension was in all men. It was in that 
which it produced: all men are alive only because they 
are born of the comprehension. But men have not rec- 
ognized their Father, the comprehension, and did not 
live by it, but assumed the source of their life to he 
outside it (10,11). But to every man, who under- 
stood that source of life, the comprehension gave the 
possibility through the faith in it to become a son of 
God — the comprehension (12), because all men are born 
and live not through the blood of woman and through 
the lust of man, but through God — the comprehension 
(13). In Jesus Christ appeared the full comprehension. 


14. Kal 6 d\byos oa John 1. 14. And the 14. And the compre- 
ed % } pes Av - : Word was made flesh, hension became esh 
yereTo Kat eokTYWOEY and dwelta among us, and took its abode 
év nutv, (kal éfeagduela (and we beheld his among us, and we saw 
ryv ddtav adrod, ddtav glory, the glory ase of its teaching, as of him 
.. a oe he only begottenc of whoisof the same origin 

HOPayerous 2 ap the Father,) fullo of with the Father,—the 
tpos) wdhpns xapiros graces and truth. porter teaching of god- 
kal ddnGelas. iness in fact. 


(a) oxnvew to pitch a tent, make an abode, begin to live, 
settle. 

(0) dc&a from doxéw means Ansicht, conception, opinion, 
teaching. Ao&a cannot here be translated by rwmour or 
glory. The most correct would be proposition, that which 
some one proposes, but as the word is not used in this 
sense, I substitute for it teaching. 

(c) povoyerns besides meaning born alone, only begotten, 
means also of one origin, eines Geschlechts, of one kind, one 
essence, the same in essence with some one. Meovos in this 
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connection does not mean only, but one, or, as in hovdypo- 
vos of the same sort of time, and many other words. In 
the Gospel of St. John the word is used but four times, 
in the present case and in the following: 


No man hath seen God at any time; the one-born Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him (i. 18). 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his one-born Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life (iii. 16). 

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the one-born Son of God (iii. 18). 


(d) In many places in John prepositions are used for a 
predicate. Thus apes is used in the first verse, and thus 
mapa is used here: it means coming out of, just as mapa 
Geod means having come down from the Futher. 

(c) ws has to be translated, not by as, but by wm that. 
Here the construction demands that it be translated by as, 
but with the meaning i that. 

(f) xapis means: (1) charm, agreeableness, kindliness, 
beauty ; (2) favour; (3) gratitude; (4) everything which 
produces gratitude, beneficence ; (5) even sacrifice, offering, 
godliness, cwlte. I translate it here by godliness, because in 
the sixteenth verse it says that Christ gave us yapuv ay7l 
vapiTos, tnat is one yapis for another. Now, yvapis is the 
law of Moses, that is the law of godliness, consequently 
its yapis is godliness according to Christ’s teaching. 

(g) Instead of wAnpys many texts read wAnpy, that is 
the accusative case, and that refers to dc&a, and not to 
Adyos, and signifies complete, full, accomplished. The gen- 
itive case yapiros and adnfeias may depend both on 
m\npyn and on dvf€a. In either case the meaning is one 
and the same. Whether the comprehension was com- 
plete, as given to us by the teaching, or whether the 
teaching of the comprehension was completely carried 
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out, I prefer to refer it to d0£a, and not to Adyos, because 
in the oldest variant, which I accept, d0&a stands later 
and seems to be intentionally repeated. 

(h) adnbeaa means truth, verity, reality, actuality. In 
order to render the first two meanings, the word truth is 
proper, but in order properly to render the meaning of 
reality and actuality, it would be necessary to periphrase 
it and say in fact, aud so I use that expression. 


By accepting the canonical order of the words, namely, 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full 
of grace and truth, and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father, the translation will 
be: And the comprehension settled among us, the com- 
prehension of perfect godliness in truth (or, in fact), and 
we understood its teaching, as the teaching of the one- 
born, coming from the Father. 


15. "Iwdvyns pap- Johni. 15. John bare 15. John shows about 
wiper } Rad. eal witness of him, and him, and cries, and says, 

pet wepe aurov, Ka! cried, saying, This was This is he of whom I 
kéxpaye Aéywv, Otros heof whom I spake, He spoke, Who comes after 
fv bv elrov, ‘O ériow that cometh after me is me was born before me, 
pov épybuevos Eumpoo ber preferred before me; for he was the first. 


, sh or he was before me. 
pou yéyovev: bre mparés 
pou Hy. 


The fifteenth verse about John the Baptist is striking 
by its irrelevance, and by the violation of the sense, and 
even from philological considerations. In the fourteenth 
verse mention was made of perfect glory, or the teaching 
of grace, or the serving of God ; in the sixteenth verse the 
same word zrAnpns in the form of the noun 7A/pwpya con- 
nects the further exposition about grace, and suddenly in 
the middle of it all there appears the verse about the wit- 
ness of John the Baptist, which is in no way connected 
with the preceding, nor with what follows. This verse 
does not enter into the exposition, and may be printed 
as an addition. 


> 
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16. Kat é« rod wiyn- , Johni. 16. Andeofhis 16. For from its fulfil- 
P yro0 tpets wd. fulness> have all we re- ment did we all get god- 
PWMATOS AUTOV NMELS WAY Ooived.c and grace upon? liness in place of godli- 


tes é\dBopev, xal xdpw grace. ness. 
avril xdpcros: 
17. “Ore 6 vdpos 5a For the law was . Because the law 


‘ io by Moses, but was iven by Moses. 
Muoéws ¢566n, 7 xapes Stace anil truth came wi give in fact took 
kal 7 ddyGea dia Inoot by Jesus Christ. lace through Jesus 
Xpirrov éyévero. shrist. 


(a) Ore is given in all the oldest texts and means because. 

(6) wAnpwopa means fulness, superabundance, comple- 
tion, fulfilment. I translate it by fulfilment, because this 
whole passage in John, which speaks of the meaning of 
the teaching of Jesus Christ in relation to Moses’ law, is 
apparently closely connected with and, as it were, eluci- 
dates the seventeenth verse of the fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, where the verb wAnpw@oat is used in the sense of 
fulfilment: ov« 7AGov KaTaddoa, ad\rAAa TANpPaoat. 

(c) NapBavw means to accept, understand, that is, to take 
into one, €v cot AapBavew. I use here get as having a 
broader meaning and embracing the majority of meanings 
of AapBavw to comprehend. 

(d) avti has precisely the meaning of the Latin pro, and 
of the Russian an the place of, and so it has to be trans- 
lated. The rendering of the preposition avri by viz in 
Church-Slavic, tiber in German (Gnade iiber Gnade), 
in Russian grace upon grace, sur and aprés in French 
(grace sur grace, or grace apres grace, as Reuss translates 
it), is not justified by anything. Only the English trans- 
lation, which uses the preposition for (for grace), comes 
near to using one of the meanings of in the place of. 


In the translation of verses 16 and _ 17 I depart from 
the usual translation. The departures made by me are 
justified by the demands of language, by the clearness of 
the meaning thus obtained, by the connectedness of the 
whole discourse, and by the strict correspondence with 
wvhat precedes. As in the translation of the words Adyos 
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word, yiyvouwat to be born, even thus now the translation 
of the word dca glory, povoyerns only begotten, avi above, 
upon, quasi, als, yapis grace, and of the verb AapBavew 
in this place as receive, demands explanations not from 
me, but from previous translators. 

Only the desire to press the words into the service 
of a biassed opinion could have led the translators 
to such an obscure rendering of this passage, which is 
so out of keeping with the character of the language. 
Acéa means opinion, dogma, teaching, belref, and only 
in rare cases does it mean glory, and then only in the 
sense which it has in popular Russian (rumour, report). 
The church translation gives in this place gloria, glory, 
for d0€a. But the meaning of these words is not ap- 
plicable to comprehension, and so the church has given to 
the word glory the real meaning of teaching of farth, which 
it has, and says, We beheld his glory as of the only be- 
gotten Son, meaning by glory not exactly gloria, but 
something else. Frequently the church uses the word 
glory directly in the sense of belief, teaching, as for ex- 
ample, in the expression 0p0) dd£a right glory, or, right 
belief. I use teaching instead of glory, as being a more 
exact word, but do not mind leaving the word glory, 
provided it has the meaning of belief. 

The meaning of povoyerns of the same origin is con- 
firmed by the version of this passage by Origen, where it 
Says aAnOas povoyevns ws Tapa tarTpos, that is, truly one- 
born, as from the Father. apa warpos is only an expla- 
nation of what povoyevns signifies: precisely such as from 
the Father. 

Xapis is translated by the word gracia, grace, Gnade, 
blagodat. The first two, gracia and grace, mean charm, 
but although the words are so translated, they are not 
used in that sense, but in the sense which they have 
acquired later. Just so the word Gnade, which signifies 
mercy, is not taken in the sense of mercy, but in another 
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sense given to it later. Similarly blagoda?’ is not taken 
in the sense of good gift, as the composition demands, 
but in the sense which it received later. But if the word 
yapis is to be taken in the sense of church grace, the 
seventeenth verse, where it says, grace in place of, or 
for, grace, does violence to this meaning. Grace in place 
of grace means that the former grace has given way to a 
new grace, but that meaning was contrary to the church 
interpretation, and so the translators had to change the 
meaning of the preposition av7ré, on which the whole mean- 
ing is based, and quite arbitrarily rendered it by viz, na, 
sur, tiber, for. 

With this change the required meaning was obtained, 
namely, that from Christ we received an addition of 
grace. But with this arbitrary translation the expla- 
nation of the whole passage and especially of the six- 
teenth verse became harder still. It says, Of his fulness 
have we received grace upon grace, and these words are 
explained to mean that from Jesus Christ we received an 
addition to the grace which we had from Moses. But 
later it says that the law was given by Moses, while 
grace and truth were given by Jesus Christ, that is, grace 
and truth are opposed to the law of Moses. 

The difficulty of the translation of this passage consists 
in this, that in the fourteenth verse it says that the com- 
prehension became flesh, and we saw its teaching, or glory, 
as of one origin with the Father, filled (as the church 
understands it) with yapis and truth. No matter how 
xapis be understood, it is clear so far that the Adyos was 
full of yapis and truth. 

But in the sixteenth verse, which begins with 671, it 
says: Because from the fulness of Jesus Christ have we 
received yapis in the place of, or for, yapis, and nothing 
is said about truth, whereas in the beginning it says that 
he, Christ, was full of yapis and truth, and in the seven- 
teenth verse it says again that yapis and truth are from 
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Jesus Christ. If the sixteenth verse did not exist, we 
might be able to say that the Adyos was full of yapis 
and truth (though, instead of, he taught us, gave us, 
yapis and truth, it says very awkwardly, He was full 
of); but if he is full of yapes and truth, then it is clear, 
as it says in the sixteenth verse, that the law was given 
by Moses, and yapis and truth were given by Jesus 
Christ; but the fifteenth verse, which stands in the 
middle, and, as it were, explains the connection of 
the fourteenth with the seventeenth, completely upsets 
it. Even if we translate (which is impossible) ayré by 
upon, and yapw avti yapitos by grace upon grace, and 
under the first grace understand the law of Moses, then 
it is hard to understand why it says in the seventeenth 
verse that grace and truth were given through Jesus 
Christ. It ought to have said that an addition to grace, 
and not grace and truth, was given. In order to give 
a meaning to this passage, yapis has to be translated by 
godliness, and aArnbeaa by in fact, in reality, which, in- 
deed, we received from Jesus Christ, for from his perfec- 
tion did we get a joyful, free, vital godliness, in the place 
of the external godliness. The law was given by Moses, 
but godliness, as performed in fact, was given us by Jesus 
Christ. 


The previous verses spoke of the manner of the appear- 
ance of the comprehension in the world and in men. We 
were told that men could, by recognizing the comprehen- 
sion as the foundation of their lives, become sons of God, 
—retain within them the comprehension. Now we hear 
of how that took place in the world. It says that the 
comprehension became flesh, appeared in the flesh, lived 
with us. Those words, in connection with the seven- 
teenth verse, in which it says that the new teaching was 
given to us by Jesus Christ, cannot be understood other- 
wise than by referring them to Jesus Christ. 
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The teaching consists in that which, as said above, 
gives the true life, in the recognition of oneself as the 
son of God, as of one birth with him. These words, in 
accordance with the meaning of everything which pre- 
cedes, signify that the basis of Jesus Christ was the fact 
that life originated from the comprehension and was of 
one birth with it. Farther on it says that this teaching 
is a full, complete teaching about godliness in fact. This 
teaching is full and complete even because to the teach- 
ing of godliness according to the law it adds the teaching 
about godliness in fact. All the consequent teaching, as in 
John, about the relations of the father to the son, and in 
Matthew and the other evangelists, about Christ’s having 
come not to change the law, but to fulfilit, and many other 
things, clearly confirm the correctness of this meaning. 

In the fourteenth verse it says that the teaching of 
Jesus Christ, as of the one-born Son of the Father, is the 
complete teaching of godliness in fact. 

The meaning of the verses is as follows: 

In Jesus Christ the comprehension blended with life 
and lived among us, and we understood his teaching, 
which was, that life originated from the comprehension 
and was of the same origin with it, as the son comes 
from the father and is of one birth with him; we have 
received the complete teaching of godliness in fact, be- 
cause through the fulfilment by Jesus Christ we all 
comprehended the new teaching in place of the former, 
for the law was given by Moses, whereas godliness in 
fact originated through Jesus Christ. 


WHEREIN THE COMPREHENSION OF JESUS CHRIST CONSISTED 


18. Gedy oddels ed- John 4. 18. No man 18. No one has ever 
Ge. NM drore: 5 yo. bath seens God at any comprehended or will 
p as time; the only begotten ever comprehend God; 
vyevhs ulds, 6 Oy els Tov Son, which is? ine the the one-born son, being 
xONrov Tov war pos, éxel- bosomé@ of the Father, in the heart of the 

he hath declared.¢ Father, he has pointed 


vos einyhoaro. out the path. 
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(a) opdw to see, comprehend directly. Here the perfect 
is used, and so it means has not comprehended and will 
not comprehend. 

(b) ay is most correctly translated by an adverbial 
participle, which shows that, being in the heart of the 
Father, he only points out the’ path. 

(c) ets denotes motion into something ; ets and not éy is 
used here, because o @y ets denotes not so much being in 
the Father, as striving to be wn the heart, the pith of the 
Father. 

(d) xoA7ros breast, bosom. To be in the breast, bosom, 
heart denotes that one is included in the other, 1s em- 
braced by it, exists in it. To be in the heart renders that 
meaning. 

(c) €Enyéouwas has the meaning of fo tell, guide, point out 
the path. 


The words, No man hath seen God at any time, in 
addition to the general significance, have also this special 
meaning that they deny the Jewish conception of God, 
who was seen on Sinai and in the burning bush. If there 
could be the slightest doubt left about the direct and 
exact meaning of the words of the first verse about the 
comprehension having become God, this eighteenth verse, 
which does not permit any other interpretation, says that 
we cannot speak of God, whom we do not comprehend ; 
that there is, and can be, no other God than the one who 
is revealed by the son of God in the comprehension of 
life, if the life is included in the comprehension: No one 
has ever seen or comprehended God, but the one-born son, 
being in the heart of the Father, has pointed out the 
path. 

The son means life, the living man, as it says in the 
third verse, Everything which is born is born by the 
comprehension, and in the fourth verse, In him is life, 
and in the twelfth and thirteenth verses, The sons of God 
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are those who have recognized that they are born through 
the comprehension. 

The one-born son means such as the Father. Being in 
the heart of the Father means that life, the living man, 
being in the heart, that is, without coming out of the 
comprehension, blending with it, only points out the 
path to it, but does not declare it. 

The meaning of the verse is as follows: 

No one has ever seen or ever sees God, but the life in 
the comprehension has pointed out the path to him. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF GOOD OF JESUS CHRIST, 
THE SON OF GOD 


INTRODUCTION 


This announcement is written in order that men might 
believe that Jesus Christ is a son of God and that, by the 
very faith in the same which he was, they might receive 
life. No one has ever comprehended or ever will com- 
prehend God. All we know about God, we know because 
we have the comprehension, and so the true beginning of 
everything is the comprehension. (What we call God is 
the comprehension. The comprehension is the beginning 
of everything, — it is the true God.) 

Nothing can exist without the comprehension. Every- 
thing has originated through the comprehension. In 
the comprehension is the force of life. Even as the 
whole diversity of things exists for us only because 
there is light, so there exists for us the whole compre- 
hension of life, life itself, only because there is the 
comprehension. The comprehension is the beginning 
of everything. | 

In the world, life does not embrace everything. In the 
world, life appears as the light amidst the darkness. The 
light shines so long as it shines, and the darkness does 
not retain the light and remains the darkness. Even 
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thus in the world, life appears through death, and death 
does not retain life and remains death. 

The source of life, the comprehension, was in the 
whole world and in each living man. But the living 
men, living only because the comprehension was in 
them, did not understand that they originated from the 
comprehension. 

They did not understand that the comprehension gave 
them the possibility of blending with it, since they were 
not living from the flesh, but from the comprehension. 
By understanding this and believing in their sonhood to 
the comprehension, men could have the true life. But 
men did not understand that, and the life in the world 
“was like the light in the darkness. 

God, the beginning of all beginnings, no one has ever 
comprehended, or ever will comprehend, but the life in 
the comprehension has pointed out the path to him. 

And so Jesus Christ, living among us, has declared the 
comprehension in the flesh, in as much as life originated 
from the comprehension and is of one birth with it, just 
as the son originates from the father and is of one birth 
with him. 

And looking at his life, we comprehended the complete 
teaching of the godliness in fact, because, on account of 
his perfection, we comprehended the new godliness in the 
place of the old. The law was given by Moses, but the 
godliness in fact originated through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen, or ever can see, God, but the 
son of God in man has pointed out the path to him. 


CHAPTER I. 


THE INCARNATION OF THE COMPREHENSION. THE BIRTH 
AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 


LUKE i. 5-25. In these verses are told the miraculous 
occurrences in relation to the birth of John the Baptist. 

These occurrences not only have nothing in common 
with the teaching of Jesus Christ and the announcement 
of good, but do not even touch on Jesus Christ himself, 
and so, no matter how these occurrences may be under- 
stood, they can change nothing in the meaning of the 
teaching of Jesus Christ. 

Luke i. 26-79. These verses tell of the miraculous 
occurrences which preceded the birth of Jesus Christ, 
and are connected with just such miraculous occurrences, 
which are foreign to the teaching, at the birth of Jesus 
Christ. 

Matt. i. 1-17 and Luke in. 23-38. In these verses 
two genealogies of Jesus Christ are set forth. Even if 
the genealogies agreed with each other, they do not 
touch on the teaching and, no matter how they may be 
understood, can add nothing to, or take away from, or 
change in, the teaching, and so all these verses must be 
referred to an addition. 


BIRTH 


18. Tod 682 "Incod Matt. 1. 18. Now the 18. The birth of Jesus 
NS nieto . évynorg birth of Jesus Christ Christ was like this: 
p a, YORE was on this wise: When when his mother was 
obrws Fv. uvnorevfel- ag his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph 
ons yap ris Kent pos avrod espoused to Joseph, be- before they came to- 
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Maplas rp Iwohd, mply 
4 ovvedGetv avrovs, evpé- 
On ev yaorpl éxovoa éx 
IIvetparos ‘Aylov. 

19. "Iwond 6¢ 6 dvhp 
airys, Slkaws Oy, Kal 
uy Oéd\wr alrijy trapade- 
yuarloat, éBovrk}On da- 
Opa atroNtoa avrny. 

20. Tatra dé ad’rod 
évOuunbévros, idov, &yye- 
dos Kuplov car dvap 
épdvn altro, Aéywr, ' Iw- 
ong, vids AaBld, uy do- 


BnOjs mapadaBety Ma- 


pid. Thy yuvatkd cou: Td 
yap év airy yervnber éx 
Ivevuards éoriy ‘A-vylov. 

21. Téerac dé vldy, 
kal Kadéces 7d Svopa 
av’tod "IHZOTN: adréds 
yap cwoe Tov Nady avrov 
ard7T Ov auapTidy avr wy. 

24. Aveyepbels dé 0 
"Iwond dard rod trvov 
évrolnoev ws mpooétater 
alr@ 6 d&yyedos Kuptov. 
Kal trapé\aBe Thy yuvat- 
Ka avrov, 

26. Kal ov éylywoxev 
avrhy, ws ob érexe Trdov 
vloy avr7is Tov rpwTdro- 
Kov: kal éxddeve TO Syo- 
pa abrod IHZOTN. 


fore they came together, 
she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost.s 


19. Then Joseph her 
husband being a just 
man, and not willing to 
make her a public exam- 
ple, was minded to put 

er away privily. 


20. But while he 
thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him 
in a dream, saying 
Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. 


21. And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from 
their sins. 


24. Then Joseph being 
raised from sleep did as 
the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and 
took unto him his wife: 


25. And knew her not 
till she had brought 
forth her first-born son: 
and he called his name 
JESUS. 


o1 


pether, she was found to 
e pregnant. 


19. Joseph, her hus- 
band, was just: he did 
not wish to arraign her, 
and intended to send her 
away without 
announcement, 


public 


20. But while he was 
thinking of this, he 
dreamed that a messen- 
ger from God had ap- 
peared to him and was 
saying, Fear not to re- 
celve on thy wife, 
for what w i be born of 
her will be born of the 
Holy Ghost. 


21. And she will brin 
forth a son and will call 
him Jesus, which means 
the Saviour, for he will 
save people from their 
sins. 


%. When Joseph 
awoke, he did as the 
angel of God had com- 
manded him to do, and 
received her as his wife. 


25. And had nothing 
to do with her till she 
had brought forth her 
first son, and he called 
him Jesus. 


(a) The words of the Holy Ghost in this place desig- 
nate birth from above, the same birth which in the dis- 
course with Nicodemus is ascribed to all men. 


Verses 


fulfilled a prophecy. 


22 and 23 affirm that the birth of Jesus 
This prophecy is in the highest 


degree far-fetched and not only fails to confirm, but 
even subverts, the author’s thesis. 


The meaning of the verses is as follows: 
There was a virgin Mary. This virgin became preg- 


nant by some unknown person. 


Her husband, who was 
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betrothed to her, took pity on her and, concealing her 
shame, received her. From her and an unknown father 
a boy was born. The boy was named Jesus. (And 
this Jesus was the comprehension in the flesh. He it 
is who declared to the world God, whom no one has ever 
known.) This Jesus was the son of God who gave to the 
world the teaching of which John speaks and which is 
expounded in the gospels. 

Luke i. 1-21; Matt. 1. 1-12; Luke 1. 22-38; Matt. i. 
13-23; Luke u. 39. In these verses is described the 
birth of Jesus Christ and his wandering with his mother, 
which is accompanied by miraculous occurrences and 
prophecies. These verses contain nothing which refers 
to the teaching of Jesus or even any occurrences which 
might have had some influence upon him. The only 
explanation of these chapters is that they are legends 
which were formed, even as they are formed now, about 
the childhood of a person who after his death has become 
of great importance. The motive of these chapters is to 
enhance as much as possible the importance of the person 
by means of miracles and prophecies. The invariable tone 
of these descriptions, especially in Luke, reminding one of 
many apocryphal accounts, is striking by its irrelevance 
as compared with other places of the same books. It is 
impossible to imagine a man who should have completely 
understood the teaching, as expressed in the introduction 
of John, and yet should have accepted the legends of his 
birth. One excludes the other. To him who has com- 
prehended the meaning of the son of God as the son of 
the comprehension, as it is explained in the introduction, 
the stories about the occurrences which preceded the birth 
of John and of Jesus and the story of the birth itself 
and of the consequent occurrences cannot be intelligible, 
and certainly not important; while he who ascribes a 
meaning to the miraculous birth of Jesus from the virgin 
and the Holy Ghost as her husband, and believes in the 
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possibility of it, has evidently not yet come to understand 
the significance of the son of the comprehension. 
The meaning of the whole passage is to justify the 


disgraceful birth of Jesus Christ. 


It was said that Jesus 


Christ was the comprehension, — he alone declared God. 
And this Jesus Christ was born in what was considered 
to be the most disgraceful of circumstances, from a virgin. 
All these chapters are a justification, from the human point 
of view, of that disgraceful birth. The disgraceful birth 
and the ignorance of Jesus as to his father in the flesh 
are the only feature of these chapters, which is to have a 
meaning for the consequent teaching of Jesus Christ. 


40. Td de radlov nb- 
fave, Kal  éxpatavro 
TVEULATL,  MmANpovpevoy 
coplas' Kal xdpis Oeov 
hv én adré. 

41. Kail éropevovro oi 
yovets avrod Kar éros 
els ‘lepovoadtm ry éopT7 
TOU waoxa. 

42. Kal 8re éyévero 
éra@v dwoexa dvaPpavTwy 
alra@y els ‘Tepood\upa 
kara 7d €0os ris éoprihs, 

43. Kal redewwodv- 
Twv Tas hudpas, ev TH 
vroaT pépery avrovs, vmré- 
pevev “Inoots 6 mais év 
‘Iepovcadhu: Kal ovK 
%yvww ‘Iwohd xal 
ATH avrov. 

44. Nouloavres 62 av- 
Tov év rq cvvodla elvat, 
Hr\Oov juépas dddv, Kal 
dveShrouy avrov év Tots 
ouyyevéow wal év rots 
yvworots* 

45. Kal uh evdpdvres 
avrov, wréorpeyay els 
“Iepoveadhu, Snrovvres 
avréy, 


CHILDHOOD 


Tuke tii. 40. And the 
child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the 

race Of God was upon 
nim. 


41. Now his parents 
went to Jerusalem every 
year at the feast of the 
passover. 


42. And when he was 
twelve years old, they 
went up to Jerusalem 
after the custom of the 
feast. 


43. And when they had 
fulfilled the days as they 
returned, the child Jesus 
tarried behind in Jeru- 
salem; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not 
of it. 


44. But they, suppos- 
ing him to have been in 
the company, went a 
day’s journey; and they 
sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ance, 


45. And when they 
found him not, they 
turned back again to 
Jerusalem, seeking him. 


40. The poy grew and 
became manly in spirit, 
and his reason = im- 
proved. And the love 
of God was upon him. 


41. His parents went 
to Jerusalem every year 
for the feast of the pass- 
over. 


42. And when he was 
twelve years old, his 
parents went to attend 
the feast in Jerusalem, 
as was their custom. 


43. When the feast was 
over and they started 
home, the boy Jesus 
tarried behind in Jeru- 
salem; and Joseph and 
his mother did not no- 
tice it. 


44. They thought that 
he was with his com- 
panions, and they went 
a day’s journey, and they 
sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ances. 


45. And they did not 
find him and returned 
to Jerusalem to find 
him. 
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46. Kal éyévero ped’ 
qucpas Tpets, ebpov avrov 
év Tp lepp, xabefduevov 
év péow Ta didackddrwr, 
Kal dxovovra avTray, kal 
érepwT Ovra avrovs. 

47. 'Efloravro dé 
awdvres ol dxovovres av- 
rou éml ry ouvéce Kal 
tais droxploecw avrod. 

48. Kal lddvres avroy 
éferddyynoay Kai mpds 
airov ) phtTnp avrou 
ele, Téxvov, rl érolnoas 
nuiy obltws; dod, 6 
maThp cov Kayw ddvvu- 
pevar e(nrotpdy ce. 

49. Kal elre pds avb- 
rovs, Th dri éfnretré ye; 
ovx poere Sri ev Tots 
Tov warpés pou det elval 


iJ 

50. Kal adrot ob cur7- 
cay 70 phua 8 éd\ddnoev 
avrois. 

61. Kal xaréBn per 
avrGy, kal ®Oer els Na- 
gapér- xal hv brotaccs- 
pevos avTois. Kal 7 KITHpP 
avrov dueripe mdvra Ta 
phpara raira év ry Kap- 
dla aurjjs. 

52. Kal ’Inoots mpoé- 
corre copla kal nrixilg, 
kal xdpirtt rapa Oey 
kal dvOpwrots. 


46. And it came to 
pass, that after three 
days they found him in 
the temple sitting in 
the midst of the doc- 
tors, both hearing them, 
and asking them ques- 
tions. 

47. And all that heard 
him were astonished at 
his understanding and 
answers. 


48. And when they saw 
him, they were amazed: 
and his mother said unto 
him, Son, why hast thou 
thus dealt with us’? be- 
hold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sor- 
rowing. 


49. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ve 
sought me ? wist ye not 
that I must be about my 
Father's business ? 


50. And they under- 
stood not the saying 
which he spake unto 
them. 

51. And he went down 
with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was sub- 
ject unto them: but his 
mother kept all these 
sayings in her heart. 


52. And Jesus in- 
creased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour 
with God and man. 
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46. And they found 
him after awhile in the 
temple: he was sitting 
amidst the teachers, 
asking them questions, 
and listening to them. 


47. And all that heard 
him were astonished at 
his understanding and 
at his speeches. 


48. His parents saw 
him and were surprised, 
and his mother said to 
him, Son, what hast 
thou done to us? Thy 
father and I have been 
worrying and looking 
for thee. 


49. And he said to 
them, Why are you 
looking for me? Do 


you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s 
house ? 


50. But they did not 
understand what he was 
saying to them. 


51. And he went up to 
them, and went with 
them to Nazareth, and 
obeyed them. And his 


mother took all his 
words to heart. 
52. And Jesus in- 


creased in stature and 
understanding, and was 
in favour with God and 
man. 


All these verses are translated without a change of 
meaning, and so do not demand any explanations. 


23. Kai avrds tv 6 
"Inoois woel érdv rpid- 
Kovra apxbpuevos, dy, ws 
évoulfero, vids Iwahd. 


Luke iti. 23. And Jesus 
himself began to be 
about thirty years of 
age, being (as was sup- 
posed) the son of Jo- 
seph. 


23. And Jesus was 
about thirty years of 
age, and men thought 
that he was Joseph's 
son. 


(a) The twenty-third verse of the third chapter is placed 
here for the sake of the consecutiveness of the exposition. 
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The verses about John the Baptist will be found in their 
proper place. 


The meaning of the verses is as following: 

About the childhood of Jesus Christ we are told in 
general only this, that without a father he grew, became 
manly, and increased in understanding beyond his years, 
so that it was evident that God loved him. From his 
whole childhood only one particular incident is men- 
tioned, and that is how he was lost when Mary and 
Joseph were at the feast in Jerusalem, and how he was 
found in the temple with the teachers. He listened and 
asked questions, and all marvelled at his understanding. 
His mother began to rebuke him for having gone away 
from them and because they had been looking for him. 
But he said to her: Why did you look for me? Do you 
not know that you ought to look for each man in the 
house of his father? I have no man-father, consequently 
my Father is God. The temple is God’s house. If you 
had been looking for me in the house of my Father, in 
the temple, you would have found me. This story, 
besides indicating an unusual intellect in the child Jesus, 
very clearly brings out the one train of thought, by which 
the clever, neglected child, seeing about him children who 
all of them had carnal fathers, and no father in the flesh 
of his own, recognized as his Father the beginning of all, 
God. The conception that God was the Father of all men 
was expressed in the Jewish books: 


Mal. v.10. Have we not all one father? Hath not one God 
created us? 


JOHN THE BAPTIST 


4, Eyévero "Iwdvvns . Mark t. 4. John did 4. John the Baptist 

a baptizee in the wilder- appeared in the prairie 

Bamrlfwy év ry epnuy, viene. and preach the and preached Gathing as 

kal knptoowv BdrTicua baptism of repentance a sign of the change of 

peravolas els adgeow fore the remission of life, as a sign of the 
dua prov. sing.¢ liberation from error, 
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(a) Barrritw means to bathe, wash down. I prefer the 
popular expression to bathe to the word baptize, because 
baptize has the ecclesiastic significance of a sacrament and 
does not express the action itself, which is expressed in 
the verb Barrifw. 

(b) ets I translate by in sign of, as it is frequently trans- 
lated, since the meaning 7 is not applicable here. 

(c) weravora is word for word afterthought, change of 
mind.  Leepentance would correctly render the meaning 
of the word, if repentance had not received a peculiar 
ecclesiastic significance. I prefer the word renovation, 
which in the popular language has the meaning of re- 
pentance, but not so much in the sense of penetence, as In 


the sense of an inward change. 
(d) duaptia means sin, not in the sense of a reliyious 
sin, but in the sense of mistake, oversight, and so I trans- 


late it by error. 


4, Adrds 6¢ 6 "Twdv- 
yns elxe 70 Evduua avbrov 
amd Tpix@v kauyrov, Kal 
fwovnv depuarlynv srepl 
thy dapvdy avrov: nh 5é 
Tpopy altro Fv daxpldes 
kal wérde dypwov. 

1. "Apxh roo evayye- 
Mov 'Inoot Xpeorod viot 
TOU Qeow- 

2. “Qs yéyparrat év 
Tots mpopyras, ‘'1dov, 
éyw droaréX\d\w Tov a&y- 
eddy pou mpd mpoo wou 
cou, ds karacKevdoe: Thy 
oddv cou éumporber cov.’ 

3. ‘dwvh Bodvros év 
TH ephuw, ‘Eromdoare 
THhv o5dv Kuplou- evdelas 
moire Tas TplBous av- 
Tov.’ 

5. Ilaoa pdpayt rhn- 
pwOhcerat, kal wav Spos 
kal Bovvds rarevwhhoe- 
Tau kal ora Td oKodta 


Mark iii. 4. And the 
same John had his rai- 
ment of camel’s hair, 
and a leathern girdle 
about hisloins; and his 
meat was locusts and 
wild honey.¢ 


Mark it. 1, The begin- 
ning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God ; 

2. As it is written in 
the prophets, Behold, I 
send my messenger be- 
fore thy face, which 
Shall prepare thy way 
before thee (Mal. 1lii. 1). 


3. The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths 
straight (Is. xl. 3). 


Luke iii. 5, Every val- 
ley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill 
shall be brought low; 
and the crooked shall be 


4. John’s raiment was 
of camel’s hair, and he 
was girded with a leath- 
ern girdle. He fed on 
locusts and herbs. 


1. The beginning of 
the announcement of 
good of Jesus Christ the 
son of God was :5 

2. As it is written in 
the prophets, I send my 
messenger to prepare 
my way. 


3. A voice calls to you. 
In the wilderness pre- 
pare ye the way of the 
sord, make his paths 
easy. 


5. So that every hollow 
shall be made even, and 
every hill and mound 
shall be brought low; so 
that all the crooked 
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els evOetav, kal ai rpa- made straight, and the places shall be made 

pele BOOS Kelat rough ways shall be straight, and the 

RAE She 8 , made smooth; mounds shall be made 
a smooth road. 

6. Kal dyera: maoa 6. And all flesh shall 6. And the whole world 


~ gee the salvation of God shall see the salvation 
capt 7d owripiov TOU (Tg. xy, 3-5). °” of God. 


@eod.’ 


(a) Scholars think that by wild honey is to be under- 
stood resin. In order to be intelligible and express the 
same strictness of the fast, I use the word herbs. 

(6b) To connect the words, The beginning of the an- 
nouncement, and, as it is written, it is necessary to add 
the word was, that is, that the beginning of the announce- 
ment was, that according to the words of certain prophecies 
there appeared John the Baptist. 

(c) The change of punctuation, and therefore the change 
of the meaning of the passage, I take from Reuss’s Les 
Prophétes, Vol. II. (1878). 

This is the way it is translated there from the Hebrew: 


Une voix crie: 

Par le desert frayez le chemin de |’Eternel! 

Aplanassez, a travers la lande, une route pour notre Dieu! 
Que toute profondeur soit exhaussée, 

Que toute montagne, toute colline s’abaisse, 

Que ce qui est inégal se change en plaine, 

Et les crétes escarpées en vallons, 

Pour que la gloire de |’Eternel apparaisse 

Et que tous les mortels ensemble l’apergoivent |! 

C’est la bouche de |’Eternel qui 1’a dit. 


Matt. iii. 1; Luke iii. 1. In these verses are set forth 
historical occurrences, which have no reference either to 
Christ, or to the contents of the teaching. 


2. Kal \éywv, Mera- Matt. tit. 2. And say- 2. John said, Come to 

ae - » Ba- ing, Repent ye: for the your senses, for the 
vOELTE Hy yeKe Yep 7 kingdom of heaven? is kingdom of heaven is 
orela T&v olpavay. at hand.« here. 


(a) nyyixe 18 a perfect and signifies what has taken 
place and is now taking place. The verb means to 
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approach. In the perfect it signifies that the kingdom of 
heaven has approached in such a way that it cannot 
approach any nearer. Indeed, according to all the proph- 
ecies, the kingdom was in the future and still coming. 
Now it was already here. And so nyyexe must be trans- 
lated in this place by has come now, is here. 

(b) The kingdom of heaven. These words have received 
their church significance. They designate the kingdom 
which is formed of all the believers. Its king is Jesus 
Christ. Obviously John the Baptist could not have been 
speaking of that kingdom of heaven before Christ. In 
the mouth of John the Baptist and of Jesus Christ these 
words must receive a meaning which was intelligible to 
all the hearers of that time. The kingdom of heaven, 
for all the Jews who heard that, was the coming of God 
into the world and his enthronement over men, that with 
which are filled all the prophecies of Zechariah, Hosea, 
Malachi, Joel, Jeremiah. The peculiarity of the meaning 
of John the Baptist’s words in distinction from the other 
prophets is this, that while the other prophets spoke 
indefinitely of the future enthronement of God, John the 
Baptist says that this kingdom has arrived and the en- 
thronement is completed. Nearly all the prophets with 
this enthronement of God predicted external, miraculous, 
and terrible events; Jeremiah is the only one who pre- 
dicted the enthronement of God among men not by exter- 
nal phenomena, but by an inward union of God with men, 
and so the assertion of John the Baptist that the kingdom 
of heaven has come, although no terrible event has taken 
place, is to be understood in this way, that what has 
arrived is the inward kingdom of God, which Jeremiah 
had predicted. 


THE CONCOURSE OF PEOPLE TO BE BAPTIZED BY JOHN 


5. Tére  ekeropevero ren ie een went Ae And ag vobe ane 
‘ out to him Jerusalem, the people from Jeru- 
wpds abrdv lepoodhuva ond all Judea, and ali salem and from the vil- 
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xal waca 7 ‘lovéala kal 
wacga 7 tweplywpos Tou 
Topddvou- 

6. Kal éSamritovro 
év rp ‘lopddvy vr’ at- 
TOU, ELomodoyoumevoe TAS 
Guaprias avr wr. 


7. "EXeyev odv Tots 
éxropevopévars dx ors 


BarricOjvac vm av’rod, 
Tevyjuara éxidvarv, tls 
Urédekev wyty puyecy 
ard THS peddovons 
opyijs ; 

8. Tlowjoare ody 
Kaptrovs aflous THs weTa- 
volas: 

9. "Hdn 5é xal 4 dklyy 
mpos Thy pltav Tov dév- 
Spwv Kelrar way odv 
dévdpov uh rowovv Kaprov 
Kkadov éxxémrrerac kal els 
awiip Badder at. 

10. Kail érnpwrwy av- 
Tov ol Bydo., AéyorTes, 
Tl odv rovjooper ; 


11. "AmoxpiBels dé 
Aéyes avrots, ‘O exywy 


dvo xIT@vas peraddTyw 
Te wy Exovre: Kal 6 
Zywv Bpwyara dpolws 
wovelr uy 


12. "HdOov 682 xal 
TEADVAL Barrio Ojvat, 
kal elrov mpd abvror, 
Avddoxare, Tl mowjoo- 
HEV ; 

13. ‘O 6&& ele mpds 
avrovs, Mndév m)éov 


mapa rd diareraypévoy 
Uuty wpdoce;re. 

14. ’Ennpwdrwv 8e 
avrév kal orparevdperot, 
Aéyorres, Kal jets rl 
mojoouev; Kal ele 
apds aurovs, Mndéva dia- 
celonre, pndé ocuxodar- 
thonre: Kal dpxetcbe 
Tots dpwvlos vudp. 


the region round about 
Jordan, 


6. And were baptized 
of him in Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. 


Lukevti. 7. Then said 
he to the multitudes 
that came forth to be 
baptized of him, O gen- 
eration of vipers,? who 
hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to 
come ? 


8. Bring forth there- 
fore fruits worthy¢ of 
repentance, 


9. And now also the 
axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees: every tree 
therefore which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire. 


10. And the _ people 
asked him, saying, What 
shall we do then ? 


11. He answereth and 
saith unto them, He 
that hath two coats. let 
him impart to him that 
hath none; and he that 
hath meat, let him do 
likewise. 


12. Then came _ also 
publicanse to be bap- 
tized, and said unto him, 
Master, what shall we 
do ? 


13. And he said unto 
them, Exact no more 
than that which is 
appointed you. 


14. And the soldiers 
likewise demanded of 
him, saying, And what 
shall we do? And he 
said unto them, Do vio- 
lence to no man, neither 
accuse any falsely; and 
be content with your 
wages. 


o9 


lages along the Jordan, 
and from the whole 
country of Judea. 


6. And he bathed in 
the Jordan all those who 
confessed their errors. 


7. And he said to the 
people, O tribe of 
snakes! Who taught 
you to flee from the 
approaching will of 
God? 


8. Bring fruits which 
are in conformity with 
the change. 


9. The axe is already 
laid upon the root of 
the tree, and if a tree 
does not bring forth 

ood fruit, it is cut 

own and burnt up. 


10. And the people 
asked him, What shall 
we do? 


11. He answered them, 
He that has two coats, 
let him give one to him 
who has none; and he 
that has bread, let him 
do likewise. 


12. The farmers of 
taxes came to his bath- 
ing, and said to him, 
Feaenes what shall we 

0) 


13. John said to them, 
Exact no more than is 
your right. 


14. And the soldiers 
asked, What shall we 
do? And _ he = aaid, 
Trouble no man, and 
accuse none falsely. Be 
content with your con- 
dition. 
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(a) In Matt. in. 7 it says that the following words 
of John are addressed only to the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, while in Luke it says that they are addressed 
to all. As there is nothing in the words which refers 
especially to the Pharisees and the Sadducees, Luke’s 
version is preferable. 

(>) There is a superstition that snakes have a presenti- 
ment of a fire and creep away from where one is to 
happen. 

(c) opyn natural disposition, expression of will. I 
translate it by will of God. 

(@) a&os with the genitive, worthy of something, as 
much as, cannot be trauslated into Russian precisely, and 
is best rendered by in conformity with. 

The words which serve as a continuation of the eighth 
verse, and which are that the Jews regard Abraham as 
their father, refer only to the Jews and contain no in- 
struction and, besides, interrupt the speech about the 
fruits and the tree, and so are omitted here. 

(¢) tedkwvns tax-gatherer. The taxes were farmed out, 
and so the tax-gatherers were farmers of taxes. 

Verse 15 says, according to Luke, that the subsequent 
words about the one who is mightier who is coming 
into the world are spoken by John in reply to the suppo- 
sition that he is Christ. But these words directly con- 
tinue the speech about preparing the way for him who is 
coming, and do by no means answer a supposed question 
as to whether he is Christ or not. He does not say that 
he is Christ or not Christ, or that he who comes after 
him is Christ or not Christ, and so this verse is omitted. 


18. TloAAa puev ody Luke a 18. ae 18. And, ieee ee uP 
~, many other. things thepeople, heannounce 
kal trepa mapaxahdy in" nig | exhortation many other things about 


evnyyerltero Tov adv. 


11. “Eye pev Barritw 
Uuas év Udare els pera 
voay' 6 6é@ drlow pou 


preached he unto the 


people. 

Matt. tti. 11. Tindeed 
baptizes you with water 
unto repentance: but he 
that cometh after me is 


the true good. 


11. And he called out 
to the people, and said, 
I bathe you in water in 
sign of the renovation, 
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éoxduevos loxupdbrepds 
pov €oTiv, ov ovK ell ixa- 
yos TA UITOONUATA PacTa- 
cau: avros Uuas Barrice 
év Ilveduatre ‘Aylp kal 
wupl. 

8. "Kyo uév éBdarrica 
ipas évy dare avrds dé 
Bawrrloe. vas év ILvev- 
pate Ayly 

12. Ob rd mrvov év 
TH xept avrod, kal dia- 
Kadapiet thy Adwva av- 
Tov, Kal ouvdte Tov 
otrov auTov els THY ato- 
Onkynv, Td dé A&xupov Ka- 
Taxavoe wupi ac PérTy. 

13. Tére rapaylverac 
6'Inoots ard rhs Tade- 
Lalas érl rov ‘lopddynv 
moos Tov 'Iwdvynv, Tod 
BarricOjvat bw avrod. 

16. Kal Bamrisdels 6 
"Inoois dvéBn evOds dd 
Tov Udaros. 


mightier than I, whose 
shoes | am not worthy 
to bear: he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, 
and with fire. 


Mark i, 8. I indeed 
have baptized you with 
water: but he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy 
Ghost. 


Matt. tii. 12. Whose 
fan is in his hand, and 
he will thoroughly purge 
his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the parner; 
but he will burn up the 
chaff with unquencha- 
ble tire. 


13. Then cometh Jesus 
from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John, to be bap- 
tized of him. 


16. And Jesus, when 
he was baptized, went 
up straightway out of 
the water. 
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but he is coming who is 
mightier than I and of 
whoin I am not worthy. 


8. I wash you in water, 
but he will purify you 
by the spirit (and fire). 


12, The fan is in his 
hand, and he will clean 
his floor. He will gather 
the wheat, and will burn 
the chaff. 


13. And Jesus 
purified by John. 


was 


(a) Barrilw not only means to bathe, but also to 
purify: the context demands the latter meaning here. 


(b) With the Holy Ghost and with fire. 


The word 


holy is added later, as appears from many texts, and as 
it is always attached to the word Ghost. The word 
fire is not given in Mark, but is added in Luke and 
Matthew. The idea is that as the master purifies the 
threshing-floor with fire, so he will purify you who is 
mightier in spirit. 

The fourteenth and fifteenth verses are not very intelli- 
gible and, in the sense in which they are taken, add noth- 
ing to our teaching. 

The continuation of the sixteenth verse speaks of a 
miracle, an unnatural and unintelligible event. It adds 
nothing to the teaching, but, on the contrary, obscures it. 
How the miracles violate the sense of the teaching will 
be mentioned in its proper place. 
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THE GENERAL MEANING OF JOHN’S PREACHING 


In what did John’s teaching consist? It is generally 
said that we know nothing or very little about what 
John preached. Indeed, if we assume that John merely 
announced the coming of that kingdom of heaven of 
which Jesus taught, or preached, like the previous 
prophets, the coming of God, no contents will be left 
in John’s preaching. But if we stop looking upon the 
written words as a magic fairy-tale, and trying to find in 
everything miracles and prophecies, John’s preaching will 
become full of contents. Men of the church generally 
represent him as a forerunner of Christ ; and freethinkers, 
as one of those liberal poets, called prophets, of whom 
there was never a lack among the Jews and who uttered 
moral commonplaces. But if we only give ourselves the 
trouble to understand the words which are before us in a 
simple manner and without any preconceived notion, the 
contents of John the Baptist’s preaching, and the very 
important contents at that, will appear at once. 

It says that the kingdom of heaven 7yyxe, was already 
at hand. Not one of the prophets had said that. They 
had all said that God would come, would be king, would 
do this or that, but all that would be in the future. John 
said: The kingdom of heaven is already here. Nothing 
manifest has happened, but it is here. That the peculiar- 
ity of John’s preaching consisted in the announcement 
that the kingdom of heaven was already at hand, or had 
come, or, at least, that Jesus Christ thus understood these 
words, is proved by this, that later on Jesus Christ said, 
The law and the prophets were until John: since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it (Luke xvi. 16). 

Consequently, that is the meaning of John’s preaching. 
Not one prophet said that before. All the former prophets, 
with the exception of Jeremiah (xxxi. 31), predicted un- 
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usual external occurrences in connection with the coming 
of God: executions, frosts, plagues, destructions, wars, and 
carnal pleasures. John does not predict anything of the 
kind. All he says is that no one can escape the will of 
God, that what is not needed will be destroyed, and that 
only that which is needed will be left. All he says is, 
Be renovated! That is the chief characteristic of his 
preaching, and the most important part of what he says 
is: I purify you with water, but what will purify you 
completely is the spirit, that is, something invisible, non- 
carnal. John says, Heretofore you have been told that 
the kingdom of heaven will come some day, but I say to 
you that it is already here. In order to enter heaven it 
is necessary to become renovated, to renounce error. I[ 
can cleanse you externally, but only the spirit will purify 
you. That is the teaching which Jesus Christ heard. 
The kingdom is here, but in order to enter it, it is neces- 
sary to become purified by the spirit. 

And thus Jesus Christ, full of the spirit, goes into the 
wilderness to try his spirit. 


CHRIST'S TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS 


1. "Inoods 52 TIvev- 
paros ‘Aylov «wdhpns 
vréorpevev ard Tov Lop- 
Sdvouv' Kal Hyero év TH 
IIvevuare els rhy Epnuov 

2. ‘Hudpas reccapa- 
Kovra, meipagduevos vd 
Tov diaBddov. 

18. Kat fv éxet dv r7 
épyuy huépas recoapd- 
Kovra, meipafsouevos rd 
Tol Zarava, kal Hv pera 
Tay Onplwy. 

2. Kal ovx e&payev 
ovdev ey rails nuépacs 
éxelvais: kal cvvTeder Get- 
civ atrday, boreporv 
érelvace. 


Tuke iv. 1. And Jesus 
being full of the Holy 
Ghost returned from 
Jordan, and was led b 
the Spirit into the wil- 
derness,@ 


2. Being forty days 
tempted of the devil. 


Mark i. 13. And he 
was there in the wilder- 
ness forty days tempted 
of Satan; and was with 


the wild beasts. 


Luke iv. 2. And in 
those days he did eat 
nothing: and when they 
were ended, he after- 
ward hungered. 


1, Then Jesus being 
full of the spirit went 
from the Jordan into 
the wilderness, 


Zz. And there’ the 
tempter tempted him. 


13, And Jesus was in 
that wilderness forty 
days, and ate nothing, 
and grew thin. 
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2. Ka ynoTevoas 
Nueépas TEecocapaKkovTa 
kal pUKTas = Teaoapd- 
xovra, borepoy érelvace. 

3. Kal 1 powenNOury 
alr@ 6 weipdtwy elrrev, 
Ei vids ef tov Qeod, etre 
tva ol AlGor ovToL dpToc 
yévwrr ar. 

4.‘°O 6 droxpidels 
ele, Véypawra:, ‘ Ovx 
ér ptm pdvyp thoerac 
AvOpwros, GAN érl rarrl 
phuare éxropevouevyp 1a 


Matt.iv. 2. And when 
he had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, he was 
afterward a hungered. 


3. And when the 
tempter came to him, 
he said, If thou be the 
Son of God, command 
that these stones be 
made bread. 


4, But he answered 
and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by ever 
word: that proceedet 
out of the mouth of God. 
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3. And the tempter 
came to him, and said, 
If thou art a son of God, 
command that these 
stones be changed iuto 
bread. 


4, But Jesus answered, 
It is written, Man does 
not live by bread alone, 
but by everything which 
proceeds out of the 
mouth of God (by the 
spirit). 


ordparos Geod.’ 


(a) In Luke it is written cai nyero év to Ivevparti acs 
Thv épnuwov, but in the older texts it is always written 
év TH Epnpo, that is, it says simply and clearly that Jesus 
passed forty days in the wilderness, in the same spirit in 
which he went away from the Jordan. It is true in Mat- 
thew it says avnyOn ets tHv Epnuov vio Tov Ivevmaros 
and in Mark to IIvedua avrov éxBadrre eis THY Epnpor, 
that is, that he was carried by the spirit and that the 
spirit cast him away in the wilderness. Luke, apparently 
combining the two versions, says that he was full of the 
spirit, and in that spirit passed forty days in the wilder- 
ness. 

(6) duaBoros I translate by tempter, in order to give the 
word its proper meaning, and not that of devil, which it 
now has. 

(c) I omit the word f7pa, because it is not found in 
the Hebrew text, Deut. vii. 3, from which these words 
are quoted. That passage determines the meaning of the 
words, and here is the translation of it. 


Deut. viii. 2-5: 2. And thou shalt remember all the way 
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder- 
ness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, 
or no, 
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8. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and 
fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
uot live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord, doth man live. 

4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot 
swell these forty years. 

5. Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. 


9. Kal #yayev abrov 
els ‘Iepovoadtu, xal 
gotnoev avrov émri rd 
wrepvyiov Tov lepot, Kal 
elrev airw, Et 6 ulds ef 
ToU Qeot, Bade ceauvTov 
évrevdev KkaTw° 


10. Téyparra yap, 
“Ore rots dyyédos 
avrod évredetrac epi 


gov, Tov diapurdta oe: 

11. Kat 8re él ye- 
pwv dpovol ce, uhmrore 
mpookowys mpds \lOov Tov 
16da cov.’ 

12. Kat doxpibels 
elrey a’t@ 6 ‘Ingods, 
"Ort elfpnrar, ‘ OvK éxmret- 
paces Kupiov tov Oedy 
gov.” 

5. Kal dvayayav 
avrov 6 dudBodos els Spos 
bynrdov, Sekev adr@ 
maoas Tas Baotdelas THs 
oixounévns év orcyun 
Xpdvov- 

6. Kal elev airo 6 
didBodros, Lol dwow Thy 
éfovglay ravrny dracap 
kat Thy ddtav avTar: 
8re éuol mapadddorat, Kal 
@ édv Oédw dldwut adryy: 

. Uv oby éav mpoo- 


Kuvhoys évwridy ov, 
gorat cov mavra. 
8%. Kal aroxpiels 


airg elrev 6 ‘Inoods, 
Traye drlow pov, Da- 


Luke iv. 9. And he 
brought him to Jeru- 
salem, and set himon a 
pinnacle of the temple, 
and said unto hin, If 
thou be the Son of God, 
cast thyself down from 
hence: 


10. For it is written, 
He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to 
keep thee: 


11. And in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, 
lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot aguinst a 
stone (Psalm xci. 11, 12). 


12, And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto him,¢ It is 
said, Thou shalt not 
tempt? the Lord thy God 
(Deut. vi. 16), 


5. And the devil, tak- 
ing him up into a high 
mountain, shewed unto 
him all the kingdoms of 
the worlde in a moment 
of time, 


6. And the devil said 
unto him, All this power 
will I give thee, and the 

lory of them: for that 
1s delivered unto me; 
and to whomsoever t 
will, I give it. 


7. If thou’ therefore 
wilt worship me, all 
shall be thine, 


8. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Get 
thee behind me, Satan :4 
for it is written, Thou 


9. The tempter brought 
Jesus Christ to Jeru- 
salem, and set him on 
the roof of a church, and 
said to him, If thou art 
a son of God, cast thy- 
self down from here: 


10, For it is written 
that he will charge his 
messengers in rerard to 
thee, to keep thee: 


11. And they © shall 
catch thee in theirarms, 
so that thy foot may not 
strike against a stone. 


12, And Jesus an- 
swered him, and said, 
Because it is said, Thou 
shalt not tempt thy God. 


5. And again the 
tempter took him to a 
high mountain, and pre- 
sented to him all the~ 
kingdoms of the earth 
in a twinkling of the 
eye. 


6. And said to him, I 
will give thee all this 
ower and their glory, 
or they are delivered to 
me, and to whomsoever 
I will, I give them. 


7. If thou wilt worship 
me, all shall be thine. 


8. Then Jesus = an- 
swered, and said, Go 
away (evil) foe! It is 


written, Thou shalt wor- 
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Tava yéyparra ‘yap, 
‘Tpooxuvjces Kuproy 
Tov Ocby cov, kal aire 
povy AaTpevoets.’ 

13. Kal  ouvredéoas 
wavra twepacuoy 6 did- 
Boros dréorn dw atrov 
dypt Karpov. 

1]. Kal ldov, &yvyedor 
apoonhGov Kal dunxdvouy 
auTm. 

14. Kal vréorpeper 6 
"Inoots év ry duvdpec 
Tov Ilvevyaros els THY 


shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.¢ 


13. And when the devil 
had ended all the temp- 
tation, he departed froim 
him for a season. 


Matt. iv. 1. And be- 
hold, angels‘ came and 
ministered unto him. 


Luke tv. 14. And 
Jesus returned in the 
ower Of the Spirit into 
alilee. 
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ship the Lord, and for 
bim alone shalt thou 
work. 


13. Then the tempter 
departed from him fora 
time, 


11. And God’s power 
came and served him. 


14. And Jesus returned 
in the power of the 
spirit to Galilee. 


TadtAalay. 


<a) In Luke 67e stands in this place, for Jesus says, I 
will not cast myself down, for it is written, Thou shalt 
not tempt. 

(b) éxrrepafm means properly to make a trial of ; but 
from the reference to the passage in Deuteronomy, from 
which it is quoted, it means to doubt. 

Deut. vi. 16 is based on Exod. xvii. 1-7, where it 
says: The people began to murmur against Moses be- 
cause there was no water. Moses turned to God. God 
told him to go up on the mountain and to strike it with 
the rod, and the water would come. And he called the 
name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because the 
Jews had murmured, and because they had despaired 
of the Eternal One, and had said, Is Jehovah among us, 
or not? 

(c) otxovpevos inhabited, viz. the earth, and the transla- 
tion is of people living upon the earth. 

(d) Satan is a word that has no definite meaning. 
Hebrew it means foe, and so I translate it. 

(€) Aatpevw to work for pay. The significance of this 
word, which is rarely used and which is only once used 
in this sense, is very important. It does not mean to 
serve, not even to work, in the sense which it has in Rus- 
sian, namely to do a thing, but to work for a reward, that 


In 
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is, unwillingly, with difficulty, not for the work itself, but 
for another purpose. 

(f) Since dyyeXor is used in the sense of messengers of 
God, I translate it by power of Cod. 

This passage about the temptation is particularly re- 
markable in that it forms a stumbling-block for the 
church interpretations, since the very idea of God being 
tempted by God himself forms an internal contradiction 
from which it is impossible to emerge. 


This is the way the church interprets this passage 
(Archim. Mikh., Gos. of Matthew, p. 63): 


Then: Immediately after the Holy Ghost at the baptism de- 
scended upon Jesus, and not at a later time, a8 some suppose. 

Of the Spirit: By Spirit not the spirit of Jesus is to be under- 
stood here, nor the tempting spirit, but the Holy Ghost who 
descended upon Jesus. After the baptism Jesus gives himself 
up to the Holy Ghost and is led by him, whither he is com- 
manded, and is brought into the wilderness for a struggle with 
the- devil. 

Into the wilderness: Tradition points out as the place of the 
Lord’s temptation the so-called forty days’ wilderness, which is 
to the west of Jericho, a wild and terrible place, where wild 
beasts and robbers sought shelter (it is also called the Desert of 
Jericho). 

To be tempted: To tempt means in general to put to trial, 
to question. In a narrower sense to tempt means to seduce peo- 
ple, to turn them to something bad, pointing out the good side 
of that which is bad, by which the power of moral good in men 
or their impotence 1s made manifiest. Here to tempt means to 
try whether Jesus is really Christ, to try him by means of entice- 
ments to commit sinful acts. 

Of the devil: ‘The devil is properly speaking a renegade, antag- 
onist, enemy. In Scripture the devil is properly called a fallen 
angel, who did not persevere in the good, an enemy of every- 
thing good, an evil being, hostile to the good, hostile in particu- 
lar to the salvation of man. The evangelists do not tell in what 
way he approached the Saviour, Perhaps not in a coarse sen- 
suous form, with which his subsequent actions do not fully har- 
monize ; but, on the other hand, it is not to be doubted that he 
is not a personification of the seductive thoughts of the Lord 
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himself, as some have assumed. He was the spirit of evil who 
in one form or another actually appeared to the Saviour. 

When he had fasted: He entirely abstained from food (he ate 
nothing in those days) forty days or forty nights. Examples of 
such protracted fasts are known from the Old Testament. Thus 
Prophet Elijah fasted forty days, and so did Moses. Christ 
fasted not because he needed to fast, but in order to instruct us; 
he fasted forty days, and not more, in order that the excessive 
grandeur of the miracle might not make doubtful the very truth 
of his incarnation. If he had continued the fast much longer, 
that might have served for many as a cause for doubting the 
truth of the incarnation. 

He was afterward a-hungered: After the lapse of forty days he 
felt the need of food, thus showing his humanity. 

He came to him: When the Lord was a-hungered, the tempter 
for that very reason approached unto him. 

The tempter: That is, the devil. 

Tf thou be the Son of God: That is, the Messiah, whom God 
himself at the baptism solemnly called his beloved Son. Hav- 
ing heard the voice which had descended from heaven and had 
testified, This is my beloved Son, and having heard just as glo- 
rious a testimony from John, the tempter suddenly sees him 
hungry; that startles him: recalling what was said about Jesus, 
he cannot see how Jesus can be a simple man; on the other 
hand seeing him hungry, he cannot believe him to be the Son of 
God. While in this state of perplexity, he approaches him with 
ambiguous words. 

These stones: They were, no doubt, in the wilderness, in the 
place of fasting and of temptation. The essence and strength of 
the temptation consists in this, that Christ is asked to perform 
a miracle without any cause, for the gratification of his sensuous 
needs, that is, to make a bad use of the miracle, which would 
display his pride and opposition to God’s intentions. He has 
just been proclaimed the Son of God, and now he has a chance 
to show that to him. ‘He was a-hungered. If he is the Mes- 
siah, why should he be a-hungered, since one word of his is 
enough to turn stones into bread and satisfy his hunger with 
them? What sin was there in changing stones into bread? 
Know that it is a sin to obey the devil in anything.” (Theophil.) 

It is written, etc.: Christ repels this temptation as also the 
two next ones by the word of God. He points to the utterance 
from Deut. viii. 3. Moses says in that passage that God, hum- 
bling the nation of Israel, tormented it with hunger and fed it 
with manna, which neither it nor its fathers knew of, that he 
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might make it know that man doth not live by bread only, that 
is, sustain his existence, that there are other objects which can 
support man’s existence, for example, the manna and, in general, 
everything which the word of God, that proceedeth out of his 
mouth, may point out. And thus, the Saviour, pointing to this 
utterance, shows to the teinpter that it is not necessary to do the 
miracle of turning the stones into bread, and that it is possible 
to satisfy the hunger with other objects than bread, according to 
God's indication, or word, or action. That is the nearest direct 
meaning of the utterance. But, without doubt, in this utterance 
is contained a hint at the spiritual food, on which the believer 
feeds, and with which he, as it were, for a time forgets about the 
bodily food and feels no need of it; this spiritual food is the 
word of God, the divine teaching, and the divine commandments 
and injunctions, the fulfilment of which forms the spiritual 
food, which is of greater use to the soul than bodily food. Every 
word of God to him who is a-hungered supports his life like food. 
God can feed him who is a-hungered with a word. And so the 
meaning of Christ’s answer is this: My need of bread is at 
present not such as to compel me to do a miracle. Life depends 
on the will of God. God can support it, not with bread only, 
but with anything he may point out as food. Besides, the word 
of God, his commandments and injunctions, which man must 
carry out, are a spiritual food with which the hunger of the body 
is forgotten, and man, living by this word, as by food, does not 
seem to feel the need of bodily food. 

Taketh him up and setteth him: That does not mean that the 
devil carried Jesus through the air, or that he compelled him to 
go against his will, or that he did anything miraculous for the 
purpose. There is nothing to prove that the devil had such 
power and force, and the meaning of the word taketh does not 
compel us to accept any of the propositions mentioned ; the word 
designates to lead or accompany, and Satan led, or accompanied, 
Jesus, of course, not against his will, not by force, not by 
compulsion. 

The devil, in tempting the Lord to cast himself down from 
the top of the building, refers to the text from the psalms, say- 
ing that if he is the Son of God, there can be no danger for him, 
for, if every one who puts his trust in God is promised his aid, 
so much the more will this aid be given to the Son of God, and 
the angels will keep him unharmed. The essence and strength 
of this temptation consists in inciting Jesus, so to speak, to 
exact a miracle on the part of God, which would manifest 
Christ’s vanity, self-confidence, and spiritual pride. If thou be 
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the Son of God, says the devil, God will do everything for thee 
and will do a miracle in response to thy mere wish. 

And saith unto him, etc.: To these words the Lord again 
answers with words from Deuteronomy vi. 16: Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. Moses says that to the Jews, forbid- 
ding them to tempt Jehovah, as they tempted him at Massah, 
saying, Is the Lord among us, or not? when they asked him for 
a miracle on account of the lack of water. Consequently the 
meaning of Christ’s answer is this: It is not right to demand a 
miracle from God at will. It is true, God aids those who fear 
him and promises them miracles, but only in order to free them 
from danger, and not whenever they ask for them. Conse- 
quently the tempter, who was distorting the meaning of the 
passage from Scripture, was rebuffed by another passage which 
correctly interpreted the meaning of the utterance pointed out 
by the tempter. 

An exceeding high mountain: It is not known which. Ap- 
parently it is the summit of some mountain, from which a great 
part of Palestine can be seen. Abbot Merit speaks of the top of 
one such mountain: this summit commands the mountains 
of Arabia, the land of Gilead, the land of the Amorites, the 
valleys of Moab and of Jericho, the current of the Jordan and 
all the country about the Dead Sea. It is that mountain which 
even now is called the Mountain of Temptation. Even so Moses 
before his death went up unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top 
of Pisgah, and the Lord shewed him all the land, from Gilead to 
Dan, and all the land of Ephraim and of Manasseh, and all the 
land of Judah, up to the Western Sea, and the southern land, 
and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, 
unto Zoar. From this we see that there were mountains, from 
which could be seen a great part of the land of Canaan and 
of Palestine, and of their surroundings. 

All the kingdoms of the world: It must be assumed that the 
tempter showed them to Christ by some logical, incompre- 
hensible action, and of this we find a confirmation in the words 
of St. Luke concerning this: In a moment of time (iv. 5), “in a 
vision ” (‘Theophil.). 

All these things will IT give thee: The tempter appropriates to 
himself the power over all these kingdoms, as though they 
belonged to him and he had the right to transfer to whomsoever 
he pleased the power and the right which belonged to God alone. 
It is true, the pagans were for a time in the power of Satan, and 
the inhabitants of Palestine, who were degraded in morals, were 
under his rule; neyertheless, in these words of the devil ia 
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expressed a proud and false enjoyment of power which belongs 
to God alone, as the Creator and Provider of the world, in whose 
power are all the kingdoms on earth. 

If thou wilt fall down and worship me: In appropriating to 
himself the power and the right over the whole world, which 
belong to God, the tempter also asks to be worshipped like God, 
that is, he asks for religious worship, in which should be ex- 
pressed complete humiliation, and the power of the temptation 
consists in this, that instead of the unusual work of the redemp- 
tion of humanity by means of the death on the cross and the 
foundation in this manner of a universal, spiritual, and eternal 
kingdom, Christ is offered the external royal power over the 
world, that is, this temptation is a deviation from the whole 
great work of his ministration to the human race in the capacity 
of Messiah the Redeemer. 

Then saith Jesus unto him, etc.: This is a bolder temptation 
than the first two. The Lord again repels him with words from 
Scripture, but before that he with his almighty word commands 
the tempter to stop his temptations: Get thee hence, Satan! 

It is written: From Deut. vi. 18. In that passage Moses ad- 
monishes the Jews, when they come into possession of Palestine, 
not to follow the gods of those nations, who will be living 
around them, that is the pagan gods, for to Jehovah alone, the 
true God, does divine worship belong, and to no one else. 


Reuss, the esteemed writer of the Tiibingen school, 
explains the passage as follows (La Bible, Nouveau 
Testament, Vol. L., pp. 179-185): 


Le récit de cette célébre péricope, qui a exercé la sagacité des 
commentateurs plus qu’aucune autre, est connu sous le nom 
dhistoire de Ja tentation. Cette formule, cependant, n’exprime 
pas exactement la nature du fait relaté. Car tandis que le texte 
du second évangile ne parle que trés-vaguement d’une tentation 
qui dura quarante jours, celui du premier se borne & raconter 
explicitement trois diverses tentations qui eurent lieu aprés ces 
quarante jours; enfin Luc combine ces deux versions et les 
adopte toutes les deux. Cette différence n’affecte pas le fond du 
récit. On peut en dire autant de quelques autres que nous 
voulons signajler en passant, sans y attacher de l’importance. 
Ainsi Matthieu seul dit que la tentation était le but de la 
retraite de Jésus au désert, I’ Esprit voulant qu'il fit tenté. Les 
bétes sauvages, mentionnées par Marc seul, servent simplement 4 
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exprimer d’une maniére plus pittoresque l’idée de la solitude, 
rien ne nous obligeant de songer a des bétes féroces. Des deux 
premiers textes nous recevons l’impression d’une retraite de 
Jésus en un lieu solitaire ot il serait resté pendant quarante 
jours, pour s’y livrer (comme le veut l’explication populaire et 
usuelle) & des méditations sur son futur ministére. Le texte de 
Luc, corrigé d’aprés les anciens manuscrits, nous suggere au con- 
traire Yidée d’un séjour sans repos, d’une course agitée et pro- 
longée, et troublée en méme temps par les assauts répétés du 
tentateur. Puis il y a cette différence assez notable que les trois 
scenes particuliéres ne se suivent pas dans le méme ordre chez 
les deux évangélistes qui les racontent. Tous les commentateurs 
sont d’accord & donner & cet égard la préférence a Matthieu, et 
leurs raisons sont si évidemment fondées en logique et en psycho- 
logie que nous pouvons nous dispenser de les exposer au long. 
Nous ferons seulement observer qu’elles n’ont de valeur absolue 
qu’autant qu’on admet la réalité historique des faits eux-mémes. 
Enfin les trois récits se terminent d’une maniétre différente. 
Matthieu donne a4 entendre que le tentateur, trois fois repoussé 
avec dédain, quitta la partie pour tout de bon; Luc, au contraire, 
insinue qu’il revint 4 la charge plus tard. Cet auteur songeait 
sans doute, soit aux luttes que Jésus eut & soutenir pendant 
toute la durée de son ministére, soit 4 sa passion et a sa mort. 
Matthieu ajoute que le diable vaincu fut aussitot remplacé 
auprées de Jésus par des anges serviteurs, envoyés, comme on 
peut le penser, soit pour pourvoir & ses besoins, soit pour rendre 
hommage & sa sainteté victorieuse. Marc aussi parle d’anges, 
mais il parait vouloir dire qu’ils se trouvaient présents pendant 
tout le séjour au désert, lui tenant compagnie et le servant, ce 
qt exclurait encore l’idée du jefine et de la faim dont parlent les 
autres textes. 

Toutes ces différences, nous le répétons, ne portent que sur 
des détails accessoires. Nous avons maintenant a nous occuper 
du fond méme de cette narration unique dans son genre, non- 
seulement dans les évangiles, mais dans la Bible tout entiere. 
Avant tont rendons-nous bien compte du sens que nous devons 
attacher au mot tenter. Le langage biblique (Ancien et Nouveau 
Testament) emploie ce terme dans trois applications différentes : 
1° on dit d’un homme qu'il tente Dieu, quand il prétend provo- 
quer, par des sollicitations impatientes, une manifestation quel- 
conque de sa puissance, par ex. un miracle; comme une pareille 
sollicitation a toujours sa source dans un manque de confiance 
ou de résignation, |’ Ecriture déclare qu’elle est un péché ; 2° on dit 
de Dieu qu'il tente les hommes, quand il met leur foi & l’épreuve 
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par des tribulations et des contrariétés de tout genre. Comme 
ici le but et les moyens sont également salutaires, les apdtres 
déja ont compris que le terme était mal choisi (Jacq. 1. 18) et le 
langage moderne l’abandonne de plus en plus, pour y substituer 
celui d’éprouver; 3° enfin un homme tente Vautre quand i 
cherche a lVentrainer au mal. Nul doute que les faits racontés 
dans notre péricope ne rentrent dans cette troisieme catégorie et 
non dans la premiére. Le tentateur ne s’adresse pas a la puis- 
sance de Jésus pour lui extorquer des miracles & son propre 
profit; il y a plutdt un conflit moral, entre la sainte volonté de 
Christ, et les tendances perverses du diable. 

Ceci étant généralement reconnu, nous établirons avant toute 
autre chose que les trois narrateurs entendent bien raconter un 
fait objectif et matériel; des rencontres et des conversations 
entre deux personnages distincts, dont ’un était Satan lui-méme, 
apparaissant d’une maniére visible, a Vetfet d’entrainer Jésus & 
des actes que celui-ci repoussa avec énergie. Et d’abord, lorsque, 
aprés avoir miraculeusement traversé une période de quarante 
jours sans prendre aucune nourriture, les besoins physiques se 
firent de nouveau sentir chez lui, le diable lui proposa de les 
satisfaire par ’opération d’un miracle. Jésus s’y refuse en allé- 
guant un passage scripturaire (Deut. vili. 3), qui lui permet 
d’espérer ou de trouver des moyens de sustentation la méme ob 
les resources ordinaires lui faisaient défaut. Dieu, dit-il, peut 
me nourrir, de telle maniére qwil lui plaira; il n’a qu’é parler, 
qu’a commander, sans que j’aie besoin d’intervenir moi-méme de 
maniére & changer la nature des choses. (I] est également faux 
de traduire: l’homme peut vivre de toutes les choses [mangeables] 
créées par Dieu; ou: je puis me nourrir de Ja parole de Dieu, 
spirituellement, et n’ai point besoin de nourriture matérielle.) 
Le texte de Luc, rétabli d’apres les plus anciens manuscrits, n’a 
pas cette phrase; celle qu’y ont insérée les copies vulgaires (toute 
parole de Dieu) ne donne point de sens plausible. 

La seconde tentation consistait & inviter Jésus & s’exposer de 
gaité de coeur 4 un danger imminent, en se précipitant du haut 
d’un édifice, dans Ja conviction ou dans l’espérance que Dieu le 
préserverait miraculeusement de tout accident. Nous ne savons 
pas quelle localité les évangélistes ont entendu désigner par le 
terme que nous avons traduit au hasard par le faite du temple ; il 
est douteux qu’il soit question du Sanctuaire lui-méme, sur le toit 
duquel on ne montait pas. Peut-étre s’agit-il d’un autre édifice 
compris dans l’enceinte sacrée, et placé du cété de l’est ott le 
mont Moria dominait la profonde vallée de Qidron et présentait 
une paroi coupée a pic. Le tentateur prétend déterminer Jésus 
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en Jui rappelant les paroles du Psaume (xci. 12) interprétées au 
pied de la lettre. Jésus lui répond par un autre passage (Deut. 
vi. 16), qui condamne tout essai de tenter Dieu, dans le seus que 
nous avons indiqué plus haut. 

Enfin le diable V’emmeéne sur une moutagne du haut de 
laquelle il pouvait voir tous les royaumes de la terre, et con- 
templer leur grandeur, leur puissance et leurs richesses. ‘Tout 
cela lui est promis 4 condition qu’il serve les intéréts de celui qui 
sen dit le maitre. Jésus le repousse en Invoquant simplement le 
principe fondamental de la religion révélée (Deut. vi. 13), lequel 
suffisait & lui seul pour écarter toute velléité ambitieuse. On 
pourrait presque dire & ce sujet que la tentation Ia plus sédui- 
saute des trois, est vaincue a la foils avec le moindre effort et 
avec le plus d’énergie. 

La forme concréte de ces trois tentations a quelque chose de 
singulier, surtout la seconde, dont on a de la peine & entrevoir le 
motif. Mais pour le fond, elles ne sont point sans analogie dans 
histoire évangélique. Nous rappelons la scene de Gethsémané 
ol Jésus disait: Si je le voulais, mon pére m’enverrait douze 
légions d’anges; ou celle de Golgotha ot le peuple criait : S’il est 
le fils de Dieu, qu’il descende de la croix; puis cette parole 
adressée aux Pharisiens: Cette génération demande un signe ; 
mais elle n’aura que celui donné par Jonas aux Ninévites ; enfin 
les occasions ot la foule voulait le proclamer roi et sa déclaration 
solennelle: Mon royaume n’est pas de ce monde. 

Tout de méme le présent récit, tel qu’il est donné et compris 
par les évangélistes, présente des difficultés insurmontables, qu’il 
est de notre devoir de signaler. Nous ne nous arréterons pas 
w celles qui ne tiennent qu’an cadre de l’histoire, par ex. a la 
question de savoir sous quelle forme le diable apparut ? comment 
Jésus fut transporté du désert au temple, du temple sur la mon- 
tagne, et de la de nouveau au désert’? ott doit étre la montagne 
assez haute pour permettre & Vhomme d’embrasser d’un seul 
coup d’ceil tous les royaumes de la terre? et autres questions 
semblables qui peuvent embarrasser |’exégése littérale, mais qui 
sont des bagatelles a coté de celles qui se présentent a la médita- 
tion du théologien. Celui-ci est autorisé 4 demander d’abord si 
Jésus a reconnu le diable? Quelle que soit la réponse qu’on 
voudra donner (le texte dit positivement out), la notion de sa 
divinité se trouvera singulierement amoindrie; car, ou bien lui, 
Dieu, n’aurait pas connu celui qu’il était venu combattre et 
vaincre sur la terre, ou bien, tout en le connaissant, 11 se serait 
mis ou trouvé en son pouvoir. Or, il nous semble impossible 
que le diable ait eu prise sur le Fils de Dieu, dans le sens 
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physique, et beaucoup moins possible encore que celui-ci ait 
consenti & suivre le diable, 4 entrer en quelque sorte, en le 
suivant, dans ses vues, a lui donner prise sur lui-méme, dans 
le sens moral. En général, l’idée d’une tentation de Dieu dans ce 
sens, est une idée contraire aux notions les plus é]émentaires 
d’une religion digne de ce nom; et cependant les textes eux- 
mémes disent que la tentation était le but du séjour de Jésus 
au désert. I] s’ensuit de tout ce qui précede que la narration 
contenue dans notre péricope, telle qu’elle est sous nos yeux, est 
incompatible avec la formule ou conception consacrée officielle- 
ment, concernant la divinité du Christ. Ajoutons encore que 
cole conséquence résulte surtout de ve que le diable propose 

a Christ de Vadorer. D’aprés la théologie de l’Eglise, Christ, 
c’est-a-dire la seconde personne de la trinité, est le eréateur du 
diable comme de tout ce qui existe. Le diable le sait mieux que 
personne. Sa prétention n’est donc pas seulement un blasphéme, 
elle est la plus inconcevable sottise. Or, les évangélistes n’out 
pas voulu raconter une absurdité: ils nous représentent Jésus, 
tenté comme un homme, mais triomphant sans hésitation, sans 
effort, d’une manieére parfaite et décisive. 

Mais encore a cet autre point de vue, qui, nous le répétons, est 
celui des évangélistes, il y a de graves difficultés qui arrétent Je 
lecteur. Car lors méme que nous voudrions écarter toutes celles 
qui résultent de la présomption de la nature divine de Christ, 
notre sentiment religieux se refuse encore a admettre que la ten- 
tation, c’est-a-dire la provocation au mal, ait pu exercer sur lui 
une influence quelconque, ne ifit-elle que passagere ou provisoire, 
ne se présentat-elle a son esprit que comme une question a ré- 
soudre, comme une hypotheése. En effet, si le mal a pu, nous 
ne disons pas obscurcir pour un instant la lucidité de son esprit, 
ou travailler fugitivement sa conscience morale, mais seulement 
glisser pour ainsi dire comme une ombre devant ses yeux de 
maniére a attirer momentanément son attention, la notion de sa 
sainteté absolue, qui est un élément indispensable de la foi chré- 
tienne, est nécessairement remise en question, ou plutot elle est 
positivement compromise. Cela est si vrai que déja quelques- 
uns des anciens peres de l’Eglise ont été d'avis que les scénes du 
temple et de la montagne n’ont pu étre des faits réels, puisque 
autrement il faudrait admettre que Jésus a cédé jusqu’a un cer- 
tain point 4 la tentation, sauf 4 s’arréter au moment décisif. Des 
auteurs modernes ont été plus loin, et niant la réalité objective 
et extérieure de toute cette histoire, n’ont voulu y voir qu’un fait 
intérieur et subjectif, une évolution de la pensée de Jésus, une 
contemplation contradictoire de ses buts et moyens, un drame 
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purement psychique. Mais il serait facile de prouver que cet 
expédient, dont le moindre tort est d’étre contraire au texte, 
nécarte pas la difficulté que nous venons de signaler; tout au 
contraire, si nous mettons a la place du diable personnel, les 
propres pensées de Jésus, n’importe qu’elles alent surgi dans un 
songe, ou dans une vision, ou dans une lutte intérieure, nous ne 
faisons qu’affirmer la présence, dans sa nature morale, d’un élé- 
ment de faiblesse qui est d’autant moins propre & nous rassurer, 
que objet de la tentation a été plus insolite. On pourrait méme 
dire qu’a cet égard la ridicule explication des interpretes ratio- 
nalistes, qui ont entrevu dans le diable un émissaire du Sanhédrin, 
ménageait beaucoup mieux Vintégrité du caractére de Jésus. 
Un grand nombre de théologiens allemands de notre siécle, 
désespérant de faire accorder le récit des évangiles avec une 
saine appréciation de la rersonne et de la dignité de Jésus, et 
convaincus qu’aucune des transformations de Vhistoire succes- 
sivement essayées par les commentateurs n’efface complétement 
ce qui nons y arréte et nous choque, ont proposé l’explication 
trés-spécieuse que voici: Ce que les évangélistes nous racontent 
comms un fait historique aurait été dans Vorigine une parabole 
racontée par Jésus a ses disciples a Veffet de leur faire saisir la 
différence entre une conception fausse et mauvaise de l’ceuvre 
messianique et des pouvoirs donnés & celui qui devait Vaccomplir, 
et la conception vraie, qui était la sienne propre. Le diable, le 
désert, le temple et la montagne appartiendraient au cadre du 
récit figuré ; Vinévitable contradiction entre les quarante jours 
passés au désert, et les deux jours qui (d’aprés Jean) séparaient 
la noce de Cana du séjour sur les bords du Jourdain, disparaissait 
en méme temps. On a objecté avec raison que ce serait le seul 
exemple d’une parabole dans laquelle Jésus se serait introduit 
lui-méme nominativement, et de plus qu’elle aurait di étre bien 
mal comprise par les auditeurs pour finir par nous arriver dans 
la forme actuelle. Cela est trés-vrai, cependant, de toute fagon, 
& moins de dire que nous n’avons Ji qu’un pur mythe, il faudra 
admettre que la narration a été formulée primitivement par 
Jésus lui-méme, qu’elle n’a pu étre communiquée aux disciples 
que dans un but pédagogique, et qu’ainsi, parabole ou non, c’est 
le sens intime du récit, son élément moral et religieux, que nous 
avons & rechercher. Le jugement a porter sur les accessoires 
historiques est pour la chrétienté chose secondaire. Elle a un 
moindre intérét a résoudre les questions que nous avons posées 
en commengant, qu’a savoir comment Jésus comprenait sa mis- 
sion, ou plutét quels moyens il entendait ne pas employer a 
Vappuil de son ministére. Ses besoins personnels, dont la faim 
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n’est ici que V’individualisation symbolique, ne devaient point 
étre pour lui une préoccupation, un souci, un motif directeur 
de ses actes. ‘Tout aussi peu la vaine gloire a obtenir auprés des 
hommes devait Pengager a faire parade de ce qui le distinguait 
du commun des mortels; il devait se défendre jusqu’au plaisir 
de constater pour lui-méme, et sans utilité pour le monde, la 
puissance protectrice du rapport qui le rattachait a Dieu, et con- 
naitre la différence entre Je dévouement salutaire qui sacrifie la vie 
parce qwil en sait la valeur, et la folle témérité qui la risque parce 
quwelle 1’en a aucune. Enfin il ne pouvait se tromper sur la 
nature du royaume qu’il se proposait de fonder, ni ignorer que 
la direction mondaine, dans laquelle les espérances fantastiques 
et superstitieuses de son peuple auraient voulu lentrainer, loin de 
servir son vrai but, lui ferait manquer sa vocation, et renier son 
Dieu par une idolatrie aussi méprisable que blasphématoire. 


Reuss assumes, like the church, that the author pre- 
sented to himself a real person of Satan; but he does not 
explain why he assumes that. In this assumption, how- 
ever, hes the whole mistake. From the meaning of the 
whole chapter it does not at all appear that the author 
imagined a real person under the name of Satan; on 
the contrary, the very opposite is quite obvious. If the 
author had imagined a person, he would have said some- 
thing about him, about his appearance, about his actions, 
whereas not a word is said about the person itself. The 
personality of the tempter 1s mentioned just to the extent 
to which it is necessary, in order to express Christ’s 
thoughts and feelings. Nothing is said as to how he 
approached him, nor how he carried him, nor how he 
disappeared. All that is mentioned is Jesus Christ and 
that foe, who is in every man, that principle of struggle 
without which the living man is unthinkable. It is 
evident that the author wants to express the ideas of 
Jesus Christ by simple methods. To express ideas, it is 
necessary to make him speak, but he is alone. So the 
author makes Christ speak with himself, and he calls one 
voice the voice of Jesus Christ, and the other now the 
devil, that is, the deceiver, and now the tempter. 
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In the church interpretation we are told directly that 
we must not and cannot (though, as always, it does not 
say why we must not and cannot) regard the devil as an 
idea, but must take him as a real person, and we are 
used to such an assumption, but why Reuss assumes the 
same demands an explanation. To any man who is free 
from the church interpretation it will be clear that the 
words which are ascribed to the tempter express only the 
voice of the flesh, which is contrary to the spirit of which 
Jesus Christ was possessed, after John’s preaching. Such 
an acceptation of the meaning of the words “tempter, 
deceiver, Satan,’ which express the same thing, is con- 
firmed by this: (1) that the personality of the tempter is 
introduced only to the extent to which it is needed to 
express the inward struggle; not a single feature is added 
about the tempter himself; (2) that the words of the 
tempter express only the voice of the flesh and nothing 
more, and (3) that all three temptations are the most 
common expressions of an inner struggle, which is re- 
peated in the soul of every man. 

Wherein does this inner struggle consist? Jesus is 
thirty years old. He regards himself as a son of God. 
That is all we know about him at the time that he is 
listening to John’s sermon. John preaches that the 
kingdom of heaven has come upon earth, and that, in 
order to enter it, one needs a purification by the spirit, 
in addition to the purification by water. John does not 
promise any striking external condition. There will be 
no external sign of the approach of the kingdom of 
heaven. The only sign of its coming is a certain inward, 
non-carnal manifestation, the purification by the spirit. 
Filled with the idea about this spirit, Jesus Christ goes 
into the wilderness. His idea about his relation to God 
is expressed in what precedes. He regards God as his 
Father; he is a son of God, and, in order that his Father 
may be in the world and in himself, he has to find the 
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spirit which is to purify the world, and with that spirit 
to purify himself. 

In order to discover this spirit, he is subjected to 
temptation, departs from people, and goes into the wil- 
derness. In the wilderness he suffers hunger. While 
he is conscious of his sonhood to God and of his spiritual- 
ity, he wants to eat and suffers hunger. And the voice of 
the flesh says to him, If thou be the son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread. If we are to under- 
stand these words as the church understands them, 
namely, that the devil, tempting the son of God, wants 
of him proofs of his divinity, it 1s impossible to compre- 
hend why Jesus Christ did not change the stones into 
bread, if he was able to accomplish that. That would 
have been the best and simplest and shortest answer, 
that would have attained its purpose. If the words, If 
thou be the son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread, are a provocation to perform a miracle, then 
it is necessary for Jesus to say in reply, I do not want to 
perform a miracle, or something to that effect, but Jesus 
Christ says nothing about being willing, or not willing, to 
do what the devil proposes to him, and answers some- 
thing entirely different. He does not even mention any- 
thing about it, but replies, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. These words not only are no reply to 
the devil’s mention about the bread, but say something 
quite different. From the fact that Jesus not only fails 
to change the stones into bread, which is an obvious 
impossibility, but does not even answer this impossibility, 
but replies to the general meaning, it is evident that these 
words could not have the direct meaning, Command that 
these stones be made bread, but have that meaning which 
they have when they are directed to a man, and not to 
God. If they are directed simply to a man, their mean- 
ing is clear and simple. These words mean: Thou want- 
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est bread, and so take care that thou hast the bread, for 
thou seest that thou canst not make bread with words. 
And Jesus does not reply to why he does not make 
bread out of stones, but to the meaning which hes in 
the words, Dost thou submit to the demands of the flesh ? 
He says, Man does not live by bread, but by the spirit. 
The meaning of this separate utterance is very general. 
To understand it more definitely, it is necessary to recall 
the whole beginning of the chapter, and what these words 
refer to. In quoting the words from the book of Holy 
Scripture, Jesus Christ obviously has in mind the mean- 
ing which is to be found in that chapter. 

In Deuteronomy, Chapter VIII, the fifth book of 
Moses, it is said: 


1. All the commandments which I command thee this day 
shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and go in 
and possess the land which the Lord sware unto your fathers. 

2. And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. 

3. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed 
thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know ; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord doth man live. 

4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot 
swell, these forty years. 

5. Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. 

6. Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lord 
thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him. 

7. For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a 
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out 
of valleys and hills. 


And so, to the devil’s words about hunger, Jesus 
recalling Israel, who had lived for forty years in the 
wilderness without perishing, answers the tempter with 
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the following words, Not by bread does man live, but 
hy the will of God. And as Israel relied on God, and 
God brought the nation to Palestine, so I rely on God. 

At these words of Jesus, the devil takes him and 
carries him to the top of a temple, again repeating, If 
thou be the son of God, cast thyself down. 

These words have cost much labour to the church 
commentators ; but no interpretation 1s wanted: the voice 
of the flesh, speaking in Jesus, is called the devil, and so 
these words mean simply that his imagination carried 
him to the top of the temple. Or: and he imagined that 
he was standing on an eminence, and the voice of the 
flesh said to him, repeating as before, If thou be a son of 
God, cast thyself down. 

According to the interpretation of the church, these 
words are in no way connected with the first, and again 
have no other significance than that the devil is provoking 
Jesus Christ to perform an unnecessary miracle. The 
words of the devil from Psalm XCI. about the angels bear- 
ing him up, according to the church interpretation, are 
again not connected with what precedes, and the whole 
conversation is represented as aimless. The disconnected- 
ness and senselessness of the church interpretation of the 
second temptation is due to the error in the comprehen- 
sion of the meaning of the first words. The first words, 
Make bread out of stones, which are not understood as an 
expression of impossibility (to have bread when there is 
no supply of it), but as a provocation to perform a 
miracle, have compelled the commentators to look also 
upon the subsequent words, Cast thyself down, as upon 
a provocation to perform a miracle; but evidently 
these words are connected with the first inward mean- 
ing. This connection is obvious, if from nothing else, 
from the fact that both the first and the second series of 
words begin with the same expression, If thou be the son 
of God. 
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Besides, the word érz because, in the second answer, which 
is found in Luke, shows clearly that Jesus Christ is not 
answering to the words of the devil, Cast thyself down, 
but to his own refusal to cast himself down. Neither in 
his first, nor in his third temptation, does Christ say, It is 
written, and so forth, but, Because it is written, that is, he 
says, I will not cast myself down, because it is written. 

From the very start the voice of the flesh wants to 
show to Jesus the falseness of his convictions about being 
a spiritual being and a son of God. Thou sayest that 
thou art a son of God, and wentest into the wilderness, 
and thinkest to free thyself from the craving of the flesh ; 
but the craving of the flesh is tormenting thee. Here 
thou wilt not gratify thy craving, thou wilt not change 
the stones into bread, so thou hadst better go where there 
is something to make bread of, and make it, or provide 
thyself with it and eat like all men. 

That is what the voice of the flesh said in the first 
temptation. To this Jesus Christ, recalling Israel in the 
wilderness, says, Israel lived forty years in the wilderness 
without bread, and found food, and remained alive, be- 
cause God wanted it so. Consequently man lives not by 
bread, but by the will of God. 

Then the voice of the flesh, making him think that he 
is standing on an eminence, says to him: If that is so, 
and thou, as a son of God, dost not need to trouble 
thyself about the bread, prove it by casting thyself down. 
For didst thou not say thyself that everything is due, not 
to the care of man, but to the will of God? That is an 
actual truth, and in David’s psalm it is written, In their 
hands they shall bear thee up and keep thee from suffer- 
ing harm. So why dost thou suffer? Cast thyself down! 
No harm will befall thee, for the angels shall bear thee up. 

The moment the correct explanation is given to the first 
words, namely, that they are not a provocation to perform 
a miracle, but an indication of an impossibility, these 
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words, too, assume the same character and clear signif- 
icance. In the words of the devil, Cast thyself down, is 
to be found an objection to Jesus’ reliance on God; but 
in the subsequent words from the psalm there is expressed 
this idea, that if one is to believe in God’s will and live by 
it alone, he cannot be subject to suffering, and the angels 
will preserve him; and so the devil expresses his idea: 
(1) that if a person believes that man lives by the will of 
God, and not by his own care, he need not be heedful of 
his life, and (2) that for the believer there can be no pri- 
Wations and sufferings, nor thirst, nor hunger, and all he 
has to do is to cast himself down headlong and abandon 
hunself to the will of God, and the angels will bear him 
up. That this second idea about Jesus Christ’s ability to 
free himself from hunger, if he really believes in the will 
of God, by casting himself down from the temple, is con- 
tained in the words of the devil, is confirmed by Jesus 
Christ’s answer about not tempting God, as had happened 
at Massah. The voice of the flesh with the words, Cast 
thyself down, not only proves to Jesus the injustice of 
his proof about life not being from human bread but from 
God, but from the very fact that Jesus does not cast him- 
self down we see that he does not believe in it. If he 
believed in this, that life is not from human bread, not 
from human cares, but from God, he would now not spare 
himself in his hunger; but he suffers hunger and yet 
does not fully abandon himself to the will of God. To 
this Jesus answers with a refusal to cast himself down. 
He says, I will not cast myself down, because it is 
written, Do not tempt thy Lord. 

Jesus Christ again answers with words from a book of 
Moses, recalling the incident at Massah-Meribah. This 
is what happened at Massah (Exod. xvii.): 


2. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give 
us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why 
chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord? 
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3. And the people thirsted there for water; and the people 
murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou 
hast brought us up out of Egypt to kill us and our children and 
our cattle with thirst? 

4. And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, What shall I do 
unto this people ? they be almost ready to stone me. 

5. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the people, 
and take with thee of the elders of Israel: and thy rod, where- 
with thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 

6. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in 
Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come 
water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

7. And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, 
because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they 
tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not? 


With this reference Jesus Christ answers both consid- 
erations of the devil. To the statement made by the 
voice of the flesh that he does not believe in God, since 
he takes care of himself, he says, One must not tempt 
the Lord. To the suggestion of the voice of the flesh 
that, if he believed*in God, he would cast himself down 
from the temple, in order to give himself into the charge 
of the angels and free himself from hunger, he replies by 
saying that he does not rebuke any one for his hunger, 
as the Israelites rebuked Moses at Massah. He does not 
lose his hope in God, and so he does not need to tempt 
God and finds it easy to bear his condition. The third 
temptation is a strict deduction from the first two. The 
first two begin with the words, If thou be the son of 
God, but the last has not that introduction. The voice 
of the flesh speaks directly to Jesus Christ, showing him 
all the kingdoms of the world, that is, how all men live, 
and says to him, If thou wilt worship me, I will give 
thee all these things. The absence of the introductory 
clause and the entirely new turn of speech, as though not 
addressing a man with whom one disputes, but a man 
who is vanquished, point to the connection of this pas- 
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sage with what precedes, if the preceding passages are 
understood in their real sense. | 

At first the voice of the flesh discusses, saying, If thou 
wert a son of God and a spirit, thou wouldst not suffer 
hunger, and if thou didst suffer hunger, thou wouldst be 
able by thy own will to make bread out of stones and 
gratify thy appetite. But if thou sufferest hunger and 
canst not make bread out of stones, thou art not a son of 
God and a spirit. But thou sayest that thou art a son 
of God in the sense of putting thy faith in God. That is 
not true, for, if thou didst rely upon God, as a son relies 
upon his father, thou wouldst not now suffer hunger, but 
wouldst at once abandon thyself to the power of God 
and wouldst not spare thy life, but no, thou wilt not cast 
thyself down from the roof. 

To this Jesus Christ replies that he has no right to 
demand anything from God. What Jesus Christ meant 
by these words will be mentioned farther down, but the 
devil does not understand the argument. 

The arguments of the devil are as follows: 

Thou wantest to eat, so bestir thyself about the bread. 
If it be true that thou givest thyself over to the will of 
God, thou wouldst not try to save thyself; but thou dost 
save thyself, consequently thou art not right. And so 
the voice of the flesh says triumphantly, [f thou dost not 
wish to think of food, do not spare thy life; but since 
thou art caring for thy hfe and dost not wish to cast thy- 
self down from the roof, why dost thou not provide 
thyself with bread? The voice of the flesh seems to 
compel Jesus to recognize its might and the inevitable- 
ness of life of the flesh, and so it says, All this reliance 
of thine upon God and certainty concerning him are 
empty words, but in reality thou hast not gone away, and 
wilt not go away, from the flesh. Thou hast been and art 
just the same son of the flesh like all other men. And 
if thou art a son of the flesh, worship it and work for it. 


86 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


I am the spirit of the flesh. And he shows the kingdoms 
of the world to Jesus. Thou seest what I give to those 
who serve me. Worship me, work for me, and thou wilt 
have the same. 

To this Jesus again replies from a book of Moses (Deut. 
vi. 13): Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him, 
and swear by his name. 

This is not said simply in Deuteronomy, but is said to 
the Israelites, lest they should forget God and should for- 
get to work for him alone, when they received all the 
benefits of the flesh. 

The voice of the flesh grows silent, and the divine 
strength helps Jesus Christ to bear the temptation. 

Everything which has to be said has been said. The 
church interpretations are wont to represent this passage 
as a victory of Jesus Christ over the devil. From no 
interpretation does a victory result: the devil may be 
regarded as much a victor as is Jesus Christ. There is 
no victory on either side: there is only an expression 
of two diametrically opposed principles of life, and both 
the one which Jesus Christ rejects and the one which he 
accepts are clearly expressed. Both trains of thought 
are striking in that all philosophic systems, the systems 
of morality, the religious sects, the different tendencies of 
life in this or that historical period have for their founda- 
tion nothing but the different sides of these two reflec- 
tions. In every serious conversation about the meaning 
of life, or about religion, in every case of an inward 
struggle of each individual, there are always repeated the 
same discussions of this discourse of the devil with Jesus 
Christ, or of the voice of the flesh with the voice of the 
spirit. 

What we call materialism is only an adherence to the 
whole discussion of the devil; what we call asceticism is 
only an adherence to Christ’s first answer about man’s 
not living by bread, 
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The suicidal sects, the philosophy of a Schopenhauer 
and of a Hartmann, are only the evolution of the devil’s 
second reflection. 

In the simplest form the discussion represents itself as 
follows: 

Devil. Thou art a son of God, and yet hungry. With 
words thou canst not make bread. Talk what thou pleas- 
est about God, but the belly craves for bread. If thou 
wantst to be alive, work, and provide thyself with bread. 

Jesus. Man lives not by bread, but by God. What 
gives life to man is not the flesh, but the spirit. 

Devil. If itis not the flesh that gives life, then man 
is free from the flesh and its demands. And if thou art 
free, cast thyself down from the roof, and the angels will 
bear thee up in their arms. Kill thy flesh, or kill thyself 
at once, 

Jesus. The life in the body is from God, and so it is 
not right to murmur against it and doubt in it. 

Devil. Thou sayest, What is the use of bread? and 
yet art suffering hunger. Thou sayest, Life is from God, 
in the spirit, and yet carest for thy flesh, consequently 
all that is nothing but talk. Not thou beginnest the 
world, and not with thee will it end. Look at people: 
they have lived and still live, providing bread for them- 
selves and taking care of it. And they provide it not 
for a day, nor for one year, but for many years, and 
not bread only, but everything which man needs. And 
they take care of themselves and try not to fall, not to 
be killed by misery, and not to be offended by man: 
live likewise! If thou wishest to eat, work! If tou 
pitiest thy body, take care of thyself! Worship thy flesh 
and work for it, and thou wilt live, and it will repay 
thee. 

Jesus. Man lives not by the flesh, but by God. It is 
impossible to doubt the life from God, and in this life we 
must worship God alone and work for him alone, 
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The whole discussion of the devil, that is, of the flesh. 
is incontestable and invincible, if we place ourselves at 
his point of view. Christ’s contention is just as invinci- 
ble, if we place ourselves at his point of view. The only 
difference is that the contention of Jesus Christ includes 
the contention of the flesh. Jesus Christ understands the 
discussion of the flesh and takes it for the basis of the 
whole discussion, but the discussion of the flesh does not 
include that of Jesus Chnst and does not understand 
his point of view. The devil’s want of comprehension 
of Christ begins with the second question and answer. 
The devil says, If thou sayest that thou canst live with- 
out bread, which is necessary for life, then thou canst 
renounce thy whole carnal life, simply reject it, and cast 
thyself down from an eminence, in order to annihilate it. 

Jesus replies, While refusing the bread I do not reject 
God, whereas by casting myself down from the temple 
I reject him. But life is from God, and life is a manifes- 
tation of God within me, in my flesh. Consequently, by 
renouncing life and doubting in it I doubt in God. And 
thus, it is possible to reject everything in the name of 
God, but not life, because life is a manifestation of the 
Deity. 

But the devil does not want to understand this. He 
assumes that his contention is correct, and says, Why is 
it possible to reject the bread which is necessary for life, 
and not life itself? That is not consistent. And if it is 
not possible to reject life, it is not possible to reject any- 
thing which is necessary for it, and he makes the deduc- 
tion, And if thou dost not cast thyself down from the roof 
and thinkest that thou art obliged to take care of thyself, 
thou art obliged to take care of everything and provide 
thyself with bread. 

Jesus says that it is not possible to compare bread with 
life, that there is a difference there. And the argument 
of Jesus leads him to an opposite conclusion. 
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The flesh says, I have placed within thee the necessity 
of caring forme. If thou thinkest that thou canst neglect 
any appetites of mine and go hungry, when thou wantest 
to eat, do not imagine that thou canst get away from me. 
If thou abstainest “from them, thou dost so only because 
thou sacrificest some needs for other needs of mine; thou 
sacrificest them only for a short time and continuest to 
live for the gratification of my demands of the flesh. 
Thou sacrificest one set of needs for another, but the 
flesh itself thou wilt not sacrifice in any way. And 
so thou wilt not get away from me, and thou wilt 
always serve me alone, like all other men. 

It is this one incontestable truth that Jesus Christ 
takes for the foundation of his discussion, and with the 
first word, while acknowledging the whole truthfulness 
of this discussion, transfers the question to another point 
of view. He asks himself, What is that demand to take 
care of the flesh, which I feel within me, those appetites 
and that inner struggle with those appetites? and he 
answers, It is the consciousness of life within me. What, 
then, is that consciousness of life? The flesh is not the 
life? What, then, is life? Life is something unknown, 
but something which does not resemble the flesh, some- 
thing quite different from it. What is it, then? It is, 
something from another source. 

And so, recognizing the first proposition, that there is the 
flesh and that there is the necessity to preserve it, he says 
to himself that none the less everything which he knows 
about the flesh and its needs he knows only because there 
is life in him, and he says to himself that hfe is not from 
the flesh, but from something else, and this something else, 
which is the opposite of the flesh, he calls God, and says, 
Man lives not because he eats bread, but because life is with- 
in him; but that life comes from something else, from God. 

To the second proposition of the flesh, that, after all, it 
is impossible to get away from the flesh, and that a man 
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lives only because he keeps it by a feeling of self-preser- 
vation, Jesus Christ says, continuing the discussion from 
his standpoint, that he is preserving his life not for the 
sake of the flesh, but because it is from God, and because 
life is a manifestation of God, and so, in the last conclu- 
sion about the necessity of working for the flesh, he 
entirely departs from the tempter, and says, It is neces- 
sary to work for the spiritual principle of hfe, for God. 
It is necessary to Aatrpevev not for the flesh, but for 
God alone. The word Aarpeverv, which designates the 
work of a hired labourer, compulsory work, for pay, 1s 
not placed here by accident. It is important to keep in 
mind the meaning which this word has. 

Jesus says, It is true, I shall always be in the power of 
the flesh ; it will always urge its demands, but outside the 
voice of the flesh I know also the voice of God, which is 
independent of it. And thus, as in these temptations in 
the wilderness, so also in my whole life, the voice of the 
flesh and the voice of God will contend with each other, 
and I shall have to work for the one or for the other, like 
a labourer expecting to be paid. Two voices will be call- 
ing me and demanding my work for the one or for the 
other. And I will make an effort for God in all such 
controversies, and from him alone will expect my (reward) 
pay, that is, in case of a struggle I will always choose the 
effort for God. 

And the spirit obtains a victory over the flesh, and 
Jesus finds the spirit that 1s going to cleanse him, so that 
the kingdom of heaven may come. In the consciousness 
of this spirit Jesus Christ returns from the wilderness. 

If we give the words God and /i/e the meanings which 
these words have in the Introduction, the words of Jesus 
Christ became clearer still. In response to the devil’s 
first remark about the bread Christ says, Man lives not 
by bread, but by the comprehension. To the devil’s re- 
mark that Jesus should cast himself down from the roof, 
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he replies, I cannot doubt the comprehension; the com- 
prehension is always with me. It gives me life, and life 
is the light of the comprehension, so how can I have any 
doubts about the comprehension and tempt it? And so 
I cannot work for anything else but that which is the 
source of my life, which is my life itself. The compre- 
hension alone do I worship and it alone do I serve. 
Besides the inward meaning of this passage as regards the 
evolution of the teaching in Christ himself, it has the 
other meaning of the elucidation in the consciousness of 
Jesus Christ of God as the comprehension. 

In the beginning of the temptation Jesus Christ speaks 
of the Jewish God, the Creator of everything, of God as a 
separate individual, distinct from man, of God who is pre- 
eminently carnal. 

Thou canst make bread, says the tempter; and in reply, 
Christ says, though not clearly, that God is not an exclu- 
sively carnal God: Man lives not by bread alone, but by 
God. The words, Cast thyself down, or, If a man can 
deprive himself of bread, he can also deprive himself of 
life, express a doubt as to life being itself from God: Life 
is not from God, but in my power. And Christ says in 
reply, Everything is in my power but life, because life 
itself is from God. Life is a manifestation of God, life is 
in God. 

Here we have a conclusion, from an entirely different 
side from what it was in the Introduction, that hfe is the 
light of men, and light is comprehension, and the compre- 
hension is that which men call God, that 1s, the beginning 
of everything. 

The third temptation transfers the whole discussion 
from the internal sphere to the external. It says, Thy 
judgment cannot be correct, since the whole world lives 
differently. 

In replying to this, Christ repeats his conception about 
the inner, non-carna] God. He says, Amidst those bene- 
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fits which I did not give to myself, I must worship none 
but my God and serve him alone. Besides, it 1s neces- 
sary to remember, in the evolution of the further teach- 
ing, that this idea of God and those relations of man 
to God, which are expressed in this passage, are worked 
out by Jesus Christ on the same path of thought. 
We must remember that in reply to the question as 
to what man lives by, bread or God, Jesus for the 
first time makes clear to himself his own teaching 
about the meaning of God and man, and for this reason 
he in very many places, whenever he wishes to express 
this relation of man to God, has recourse to the same 
train of thought and to the same comparison with the 
bread, through which this meaning had become clear to 
him. 

Of the agreement of all the passages, where mention is 
made of the bread, food, and drink, with this passage we 
shall speak in another place. 


THE MARRIAGE IN CANA 


John 1. 1-11. This incident in Cana of Galilee, which 
is described with so much detail,is one of the most in- 
structive passages in the gospels, instructive in so far as it 
shows how dangerous it is to accept the whole letter of 
the so-called canonical Gospel as something sacred. The 
event in Cana of Galilee does not present anything re- 
markable, nor anything instructive, nor anything important 
in any respect whatsoever. If it is a miracle, it is sense- 
less ; if it is a trick, it is offensive; but if it is a picture 
of life, it 1s unnecessary. 

Matt. xiv. 3-5; Mark vi. 17-20; Luke iii. 19, 20; 
Matt. iv. 12; Mark i. 14; John iv. 1, 2; John iv. 
44-54; Luke v. 1-10; Matt. iv. 19, 20; Mark i. 17, 18. 
In all these passages we have descriptions of events which 
do not give us the teaching. 
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BEGINNING OF CHRIST’S PREACHING 


17. ’Ard rére Hptaro 
6’ Incods xnptocev 

14. Td = evayyédcov 
THs Baotdelas rod Oeod. 

15. Kal Aéywr, “Ore 


memwA\jpwrat 0 Katpos, kal 


Matt. iv.17. From that 
time Jesus began to 
preach 

Mark i. 14. The gospel 
of the kingdom of God, 


15. And saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at 


17. From that time 
Jesus began to pro- 
claim 

14. The kingdom of 
God. 


15. He said, The time 
has come, the kingdom 
of God is here. Renovate 


Hyyixev 7 Baoidela Tod hand: repent ye, and yourselves and believe 

Ocot: peravoetre, xal believe the gospel. in the announcement of 
, os , the true good. 

miorevere €v TW Ev- 

ayyerly. 


John i. 19-34. All it says is that upon seeing Jesus 
Christ John said, He comes after me, but was before me, 
but it does not say whether he was the Christ. And so, 
both in this place, and in the following ones, which have 
references to Jesus’ being the Christ, it is necessary to 
separate the indications about his being the Messiah from 
the teaching, with which they are frequently blended. 
Whether Jesus, whose teaching has encompassed half of 
the world, was, from the point of view of the Jews, that 
Christ whom they had been expecting, or not, is a ques- 
tion which is quite foreign to the teaching. 

For the Jews who became converted to Christianity it 
could have a meaning, and so it is easy to understand 
why the meaning of certain passages is obscured: this is 
done in order to prove that Jesus was the Christ, that is, 
the anointed one, and that, as David and Saul had been 
anointed, so Christ was anointed by John. But for people 
who were not followers of the Mosaic law and who were 
in no way convinced that Jesus was the true messenger 
of God, John’s assertions about Jesus, even if they were 
made, are quite unnecessary. 

John i. 19-34; Matt. in. 16, 17; Mark i. 10, 11; 
Luke iii. 21, 22. These verses contain the assertion and 
proof that Jesus Christ is the son of God. 

Whether Jesus Christ is the son of God according to 
the conceptions of the Jews is a matter of indifference for 
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us who are not Jews. If there were no other proofs 
of his filial relation to God, than the voice which eighteen 
hundred years ago was heard no one knows by whom, this 
tradition about the voice from heaven would not convince 
any one of his being chosen by God and being his son. 
But for those who understand the reality of Jesus and his 
filial relation to God as explained in Chapter I, the tradition 
about the dove and the voice from heaven are, to say the 
least, superfluous. 


CHRIST'S FIRST DISCIPLES 


35. T7 éravpiov wad 
elorixer 6 Iwdvyns, Kal 
éx Trav pabyntrav avrov 
dvo. 

36. Kal éuBréyas ro 
"Inood wepirarovvri, dé- 
yet, "Ide 6 dvds rod 
Geov. 

37. Kal #xovcay ab- 
Tov ol dvo paénral 
Aadovvros, Kal 7Kodov- 
Onoav TH ‘I nood. 

38. Zrpadels dé 6 
"Inoots, cal Oeacdpevos 
avurovs axodouvbovvras, 
héyee avrots, Tl fnretre ; 
ol 5¢ elroy air@, ‘Papi, 
(6 Aéyera: épunvevopevor, 
Avddoxade,) rot pévas ; 


John t. 35. Again the 
next day after, John 
stood, and two of his 
disciples; 


36. And looking upon 
Jesus as he walked, he 
saith, ee the Lamb 
of God a 


37. And the two dis- 
ciples heard him speak, 
and they followed Jesus. 


38. Then Jesus turned, 
and saw them following, 
and saith unto them, 
What seek ye? They 
said unto him, Rabbi, 
hous is to say, being 
nterpreted, aster,) 
where dwellest thou? 


36. And John again 
came together with 
Jesus and said about 
him, This is the lamb of 
ree 


. Two of John’s dis- 
sites, hearing these 
words, followed Jesus. 


38. Jesus turned 
around and, seeing that 
they followed him, said 
to them, What are you 
looking for? They said, 
Rabbi (which meang 
mo where dwellest 


(a) euPrcCpas te mepirarobvT. seeing Jesus as he 


walked. Under these words is to be understood that 
when Jesus went into Galilee, John saw him again. 
The word nad points to that. John the evangelist 
tells the events in the curtest manner possible, but it 
does not follow from that that nothing else happened. 
It is as though a man, repeating a certain story about an 
event, should mention only the prominent and memorable 
points. Obviously Jesus saw John and spoke with him, 
and after the conversation John said, He is the lamb 
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appointed by God, and these last words clearly defined 
what John had been talking about. 

(b) wrod pévers where dwellest thou ? 
disciples and the answer of Jesus Christ, You shall see 
where I dwell, and the fact that the disciples see where 
he dwells, apparently mean more than what is said here. 
Apostle John mentions only the prominent words of the 
conversation, but the meaning of the whole passage obvi- 
ously is this, that the disciples wish to be with him, to 
hear his teaching, and, perhaps, to see how he lives, and 
he invites them to come with him, and they see how he 
lives and hear his teaching, and are convinced of its truth. 


39. Aéyer adrots, ” Kp- 
yeobe kal tere. FrOov 
Kal eldov mov péver: Kal 
wap avT@ euevay Thy 
juépav éxelynv: dpa de 
hv ws dexadrn. 

40). “Hv ’Avdpéas, 6 
aderpds LXluwvos Ilé- 
tpov, els éx Tay dvo TO 
dxovedvrw. mapa Twhv- 
vou, kal dxoNovOynodvT wy 
auT@, 

41, Evploxes otros 
wp@ros Tov adehPor Tov 
YSiov Mluwva, kal évyer 
alr@, Evphxayuev Tov 
Meoclav (8 éore pelep- 
penvevouevor, 6 Xptords): 

42. Kal #yayerv av- 
Tov mpos Tov ‘Inaoby. 
éuBrévas dé atrp 6 
"Inoots elare, 20 ef Dluwy 
6 vids Iwva: ob krnOhon 
Knoas (6 épunveverac 
Ilérpos). 

19. Kal awrpoBas éxet- 
Bev drLlyov, eldev 'Tdxw- 
Boy rov rov ZeBedalov, 
kal 'Iwdvyny rov ddeddor 
avbrod, cat abro’s év Tw 
whroiw karaprifovras 7a 
Olxrva. 


John i. 39. He saith 
unto them, Come and 
see. They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and 
abode with him that 
day: for it was about 
the tenth hour. 


40. One of the two 
which heard John speak, 
and followed him, was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 


41. He first findeth his 
own brother Simon, and 
saith unto him, We 
have found the Messias, 
which is, being inter- 
preted, the Christ. 


42, And he brought 
him to Jesus. And when 
Jesus beheld him, he 
said, Thou art Simon 
the son of Jona: thou 
shalt be called Cephas, 
which is by interpreta- 
tion, A stone. 


Mark i. 19. And when 
he had gone a little 
further thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebe- 
dee, and John his 
brother, who also were 
in the ship mending 
their nets. 


The words of the 


39. He said to them, 
Come and see, They 
came and saw where he 
dwelt, and they re- 
mained with him a day. 


40. One of these two 
was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 


41, He looked up his 
brother Simon, and said, 
We have found the Mes- 
siah, which means, the 
chosen one of God. 


42. And he was 
brought to Jesus. Jesus 
looked at him, and said, 
Thou art Simon the son 
of John. Thou shalt 
be called Peter, which 
means, A stone. 


19. And when he went 
a distance away from 
there, he saw James the 
son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother: they 
were in a ship mending 
their nets, 
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20. Kal evdééws éxd- 
Aeoev auTovs: Kal apér- 
Tes TOv TaTrépa avTwv 
LeBedaiov év rw wrolw 
mera TaVv pmicbwrar, 
amrnrOov drlaw avrov. 

43. Ty éravpior 70€- 
Anger 6 Inoots éeOety 
els rynv TFadtAalay xal 
evplaxes Pidimmov, xal 
réyer av’r@, “Axodovde 


ie 

44. "Hy 68 6 di\ur7os 

ard Bnéoaida, éx ris 
wédews Avdpéov kal Ilé- 
T pou. 
45. Edploxes Pidur ios 
Tov Nadavanar, kal Aéyer 
alt. Oveypave Mworts 
év rm voum Kal ol mpo- 
pirat, elphxapev, 'In- 
cobv Tov vidv Tod Iwaond 
Tov awd Natapér. 

46. Kal elev aitr@ 
Nadavanar, "Ex Nagaper 
duvaral Te ayadoy elvac ; 
Aéyee adr@ Pldur7o0s, 
"Epxov xat ve. 

47. Eldev 6 “Incois 
rov Nadavanr épxbuevor 
mpos aurov, Kkal dye 
wepi abrov, “Lde ddnbds 
"TopanXirns, év @ 56dos 
ovK Eort. 

, "Arexpl0n Na- 
Gavan Kal éye abr, 
"Pappl, ov ef 6 vids Tod 
cot, od ef 6 Bacirevs 
Tov TopayX. 

D1. Kal A\éya avrg, 
"Auny duhv Néyw viv, 
"Am dpre bperOe rdv 
ovpavdy dvewyéra, xal 
tous ayyédous Tov Geod 
dvaBalvovras Kail xara- 
Balvovras éri. rov vidy 
Tov avOpwirov. 


20. And straightway 
he called them: and 
they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with 
the hired servants, and 
went after him. 


John i. 43. The day 
following Jesus would 
go forth into Galilee, 
and findeth Philip, and 
saith unto him, Follow 
me. 


44. Now Philip was of 
Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 


45. Philip findeth Na- 
thanael, and saith unto 
him, We have found 
him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the 
v\rophets, did write, 
esus Of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph. 


46. And Nathanael] said 
unto him, Can there any 
rood thing come out of 
azareth? Philip saith 
unto him, Come and see. 


47. Jesus sawa Na- 
thanael coming to him 
and saith of him. Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile! 


49. Nathanael an- 
swered and saith unto 
him, Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God ;4 thouart the 
King of Israel. 


51. And he saith unto 
him, Verily, verily, 1 say 
unto you, Hereafter ye 
shall see heaven open 
and the angels of God 
ascending and descend- 
ing upon the Son of 
man.¢ 
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20. And he called them 
at once: and they left 
their father Zebedee in 
the ship with the hired 
servants. 


43, Later, before going 
to Galilee, Jesus met 
also Philip, and said to 
him, Come with me. 


44. Philip was of Reth- 
saida, of the same village 
with Peter and Andrew. 


45. Philip found Na- 
thanael], and said to him, 
We have found the one 
Moses wrote about in 
the law, —it is Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


46. And Nathanael said 
to him, Can any rood 
thing come out of Naza- 
reth? Philip said to him, 
Go and see for thyself. 


47. When Nathanael 
came and Jesus had a 
talk with him, he said 
to him, Now here is a 
man in whom there is no 
guile. 


49. And Nathanael said 
to him, Thou art a son 
of God; thou art the 
King of Israel. 


51. And he said, Thou 
wilt find out something 
more important than 
that, for I tell you the 
whole truth: You shall 
now find out that heaven 
is open and the powers 
of God will descend to 
the son of man and will 
ascend again to heaven. 


(a) Saw him means here: had a conversation with him, 


followed him. 
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Verse 48 of the first chapter of John is a hint at some- 
thing well known to the author, but it is entirely lost on 
us. What happened under the fig-tree and when Jesus 
saw him is unknown, and so the verse is omitted. 

(6) Nathanael’s assertion that Jesus is the son of God, 
that is, that Jesus thought of himself in the wilderness, 
and a King of Israel, that is, that with Christ the kingdom 
of God had come, precisely what John had been preaching 
about, shows that John talked a great deal with his first 
disciples, and interpreted things tothem. When Nathanael 
understood the interpretation, he said, Yes, thou art a son 
of God, and thou art the King of Israel. 

Verse 50 is a continuation of the conversation which 
took place under the fig-tree, during the event which is 
lost to us, and so it is omitted here. 

(c) vies Tov avOpwrrou the son of man, both by its sig- 
nification and by its use can mean nothing but a man 
possessed of qualities common to all men. In these words 
Jesus Christ says what he has come to understand in 
the wilderness. 


According to the previous teaching God was a distinct 
being, separate from man. Heaven was the abode of 
God, and God himself was hidden from man. Accord- 
ing to the teaching of Jesus Christ, heaven is open to 
man. The communion of God with man is established. 
The life of man is from God, and God is always with 
man, and so the power of God descends upon the son 
of man: man becomes conscious of it and ascends into 
heaven. Man recognizes God from within. In this con- 
sists the coming of the kingdom of God, which John 
preaches and Jesus confirms. 


JESUS CHRIST PREACHING IN NAZARETH 


16. Kat #dOev els rhy ae a etree he ak sets ueeu came 

7 came to Nazareth, where Nazareth, where he ha 

Nafaper, of qv TeOpav- he had been brought been brought up. And, 
wévos: kal elofdOe kaTd up: and, as his custom according to the custom 
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7d elwhds airy, év TH 
nuépa trav caBBdatwr, 
els Thy ovvaywyhy, xal 
avéoryn avayvavat. 

17. Kal éredé6n abr 
BiBXlov ‘Hoatov rod mpo- 
dnrov: kal avamrvtas ro 
BiBrloy, ebpe tov Tdrov 
ob hv yeypaupmévor, 

18. ‘Wvetua Kuplov 
ér’ due ot Uvexev Expicé 
per evayyeNl {ec Pat rrw- 
xots améaranké ue, laca- 
oBat rovs cuvTrerpiupe- 
vous THY Kapolay, knpvtac 
aixpuahwros Adeciv Kal 
Tuddois dvdBreYcv, diro- 
oTetAat TeOpava mévous ev 
apéce, 

19. Kypv&ac évavrov 
Kuplov dexrdv.’ 


20. Kal mrvtas 1d 
BiBXlov, drrodods TH br7- 
pérn, €xdbioe: xal mwdv- 
Twv év TH ouvaywy7 ol 
épOaruol Foav arevitor- 
TES aUTY. 

21. "Hptaro 6é déyer 
mpos avrovs, “Ort otpe- 
pov twem\yipwrat  ypa- 
pn ablrn év rots woly 
UO. 

22. Kal wdvres éuap- 
TUpovv avrg, kal é@av- 
patoy érl rots Nbyos THs 
xXdptros, Tots Extropevope- 
vos €x Tov ordbyaros 
atrov, kal Edeyor, Ovx 
olrés ésruv 6 ulds “Iw 
OND ; 

3d. Ovx obrés éorw 6 
TEKT UY ; 

55. Ov~x obrés dori 
O Tov Téxrovos Ulés ; odxt 
nN phTnp avrod dAéyerau 
Mapiay, cal of ddeddol 
avrov IdxkwBos cal ‘Iw- 
ons Kal Liuwy cal ‘lo 
das; 


was, he went into the 
synagogue on the sab- 
bath day, and stood up 
for to read. 


17. And there was de- 
livered unto him the 
book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he 
had opened the book, he 
found the place where 
it was written, 

18. The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliv- 
erance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are 
bruised, 


19. To preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the 
Lord (Isaiah Ixi. 1, 2).¢ 

20. And he closed the 
book, and he gave it 
again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that 
were in the synayogue 
were fastened on him. 


21. And he began to 
say unto them, This 
day is this Scripture ful- 
filled in your ears. 


22. And all bare him 
witness, and wondered 
at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of 
his mouth. And they 
said, Is not this Joseph’s 
son? 


Mark vi. 3. Is not this 
the carpenter? 


Matt. xiii. 55. Is not 
this the carpenter’s son? 
is not his mother called 
Mary? and his brethren 
James, and Joses, an 
Simon, and Judas? 
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of the holiday, he went 
into an assembly, and 
began to read. 


17. And they gave him 
the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. And he opened 
it at the place where it 
was written, 


18. The spirit of the 
Eternal One is upon me: 
he has ordained me to 
announce the good to 
the unfortunate, the 
broken-hearted, to pro- 
claim freedom to those 
who are bound, and 
light to the blind, and 
salvation and rest to 
those who are weary. 


19. To announce to all 
the time of God’s mercy. 


20. And closing the 
book and giving it back 
to the servant, he sat 
down. And the eyes of 
all were fastened on 
him. 


21. And he began to 
speak to them, Now is 
the Scripture fulfilled in 
your eyes. 


22. And all wondered 
at the graciousness of 
his words, and said, Is 
not this Joseph’s son? , 


8. Is not this the car- 
penter? 


55. And is not this the 
carpenter’s son? Is not 
his mother called Mar- 
iam? and his brothers 
James, Joses, Simon, 
and Judas? 
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23. Kal elie pds 
avrovs, IIdvrws épetré 
Mot THY TapaBodNhy Tav~ 
Tnv, larpé, Oepdrrevoor 
ceavrév: 

57. Ovxn ore rpoph- 
rns driuos, el uh ev 77 
marpldc avrod Kal év Tq 
olkla avrod, 

13. Kal xaradurey 
Thv Nafaper, é<\Owy xa- 
TyKnoev els Karepvaodu 
THY wapaGadacclay év 
dplors ZaBoudwv kal Neg- 
Oanrelu. 

21. Kal evdéws rots 
cadBBacw elcehOwy els 
Thy cuvaywyhy, édlda- 
COKE. 

22. Kal éferdhooor- 
To énirn diaxy av- 
Tou: hv yap diddonwy 
avrovs ws éfovolay Exwy, 


Luke iv. 23. And he 
said unto them, Ye will 
surely say unto me this 
proverb, Physician, heal 
thyself. 


Matt.xiii. 57. A proph- 
et is not without honour, 
save in his own country, 
and in his own house.® 


Matt.iv. 13. And leav- 
ing Nazareth, he came 
and dwelt in Capernaum, 
which is upon the sea- 
coast, in the borders of 
Zabulon and Nephtha- 

in. 


Mark 14 21. And 
straightway on the sab- 
bath day he entered into 
the synagogue, and 
taught. 

22. And they were as- 
tonished at his doctrine: 
for he taught them as 
one that had authority,¢ 
and not as the scribes. 
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23. And he said to 
them, Of course, you 
pn Physician, heal thy- 
self. 


57. Because no proph- 
et is understood in his 
own country. 


13. And from Nazareth 
he went to Capernaum. 


21. And = straightway 
on the Sabbath he went 
into the assembly and 
began to teach. 


22. And they were de- 
lighted with his teach- 
ing, for he taught them 
freely, and not as the 
scribes. 


kal ovx ws ol ypap- 
Mares. 


(a) This passage from Isaiah breaks off where it begins 
to speak of the vengeance of God. In Isaiah it is thus: To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God. I quote this, to show that the 
words cited from the book of Moses and the prophets 
have to be taken in the sense only which Jesus Christ 
gives to them. Apparently he selected those familiar 
words which expressed his idea, rejecting those which 
were opposed to it. 

(b) The meaning of the verses about the prophet in 
his own country and about the physician is not clear to 
me. In any case, the meaning of this passage, as it is 
understood, has nothing in common with the teaching 
and so ought to be referred to the addition. 

(c) as eEovolay éywy means, having freedom ; é€ovala 
has for its first meaning freedom. Here it inevitably 
means freedom, and not power, because it 1s opposed to 
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the doctrine of the scribes. The scribes had power, and 
so it could not be said, Having power, but not as the 
scribes (who have power). The contradistinction con- 
sists here in this, that the scribes did not teach freely, for 
the very reason that they had power, that is, that the 
teaching of the scribes (as actually was the c case) regarded 
men as “the slaves of God and not free, while according 
to the teaching of Jesus Christ men were free. With 
such an explanation it becomes clear what the people 
were delighted with. If Jesus taught like one having 
power, that is, with boldness and impudence, the people 
would have nothing to be dehghted with. But appar- 
ently there was something else in the teaching. And 
this other thing was that he taught ws ge oueias EYOV, 
that is, freely, as being free from all bonds. 


JESUS CHRIST’S BIRTH, CHILDHOOD, AND 
BEGINNING OF PREACHING 


The comprehension was made incarnate in Jesus 
Christ. Jesus Chnst announced the true good to men. 
But the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. His 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they 
began to live together as husband and wife, Mary turned 
out to be with child. Joseph was a good man and did 
not wish to disgrace her, so he accepted her as his wife. 
And he had no relations with her until she bore her first 
son, whom she called Jesus. And the boy grew and 
became manly and was intelligent above his years. 

Here is what happened with him in his childhood. 
Jesus was twelve years old, when Mary went with 
Joseph to Jerusalem to celebrate a holiday, and they took 
the boy with them. The holiday was over, and they went 
home and forgot about the boy. Then they thought of 
him, and it occurred to them that he might have walked 
off with some children, and they asked about him along the 
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road. The boy could not be found, and they returned to 
Jerusalem after him. Not until two days later did they 
find him in a church, and he was sitting with the teach- 
ers and asking them questions and listening. And all 
marvelled at his intellect. 

His mother saw him, and said, What hast thou done 
with us? Thy father and I have been worrying and 
looking for thee. 

And he said to them, Where did you look for me? 
Do you not know that the son must be looked for in the 
house of his father ? 

And they did not understand his words. They did 
not understand that he, knowing that he had no carnal 
father, regarded God as his Father. After that Jesus 
lived with his mother and obeyed her in everything, and 
he increased in stature and understanding, and was in 
favour with God and man. 

Thus he lived until he was thirty years of age. And 
all thought that Jesus was Joseph’s son. 

This is the way Jesus began to announce the good. 
The prophets had predicted that God was to come into 
the world. Prophet Malachi had said, My messenger 
will come before me to prepare the way for me. 

Prophet Isaiah had said, A voice is calling to you: Pre- 
pare the way for the Lord in the wilderness, make his 
path even; let there be no hollows, nor mounds, nothing 
high, and nothing low. Then God will be among you 
and all will find their salvation. 

In accordance with these words of the prophets, a new 
prophet, John, made his appearance in the time of Jesus 
Christ. John dwelt in the prairie of Judea on the Jordan. 
His raiment was of camel’s hair, girded with a leathern 
girdle, and he fed on tree bark ind on herbs. He called 
the people to a new life. And they confessed their errors 
to him, and he bathed them in the Jordan as a sign that 
their errors were corrected. He said to all, If you have 
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observed that you shall not escape the will of God, be 
renovated. And if you wish to be renovated let it be 
seen from your works that you have changed. John 
said, Heretofore the prophets have said that God will 
come. I say to you that God has already come. He 
said, I purify you with water, but after me the one who 
is mightier than I will purify you with the spirit. When 
he comes he will purify you, as the master cleans his 
threshing-floor: the wheat he will gather, but the chaff 
he will burn. If a tree does not bring forth good fruit, it 
is cut down and burnt up. And the axe is already laid 
upon the root of the tree. 

And the people asked him, What shall we do? He 
answered, He that has two coats, let him give one to him 
who has none; and he who has food, let him give it to 
him who has none. 

Farmers of taxes came to him, and asked him, What 
shall we do? He said, Exact no more than is your right. 

And the soldiers asked, What shall we do? He said, 
“Offend no one. Do not cheat. Be satisfied with what is 
given you. 

And many other things he proclaimed to the people 
about what is the present good. 

Jesus was then thirty years old. He came to the 
Jordan to John, and heard his preaching about God’s 
coming, about the necessity of being renovated, about 
people being purified by water, and about their future 
purification by the spirit, when God would come. Jesus 
did not know his carnal father and regarded God as his 
Father. He believed in John’s preaching, and said to 
himself, If it is true that God is my Father, and I am a 
son of God, and if what John says is true, I need only to 
purify myself by the spirit that God may come to me. 

And Jesus went into the wilderness to test the truth of 
his being a son of God, and of God’s coming to him. He 
went into the wilderness and there lived for a long time 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 103 


without food and drink, and finally grew thin. And then 
doubt came over him, and he said to himself, Thou sayest 
that thou art a spirit, a son of God, and that God will 
come to thee, and yet thou art tormented because thou 
hast no bread, and God does not come to thee: conse- 
quently thou art no spirit, no son of God. But he said 
to himself, My flesh craves for bread, but not bread is 
needed for life: man lives not by bread, but by the spirit, 
by what is from God. 

But hunger kept tormenting him. And he was over- 
come by another doubt, and he said to himself, Thou say- 
est that thou art a son of God, and that God will come to 
thee, and yet thou sufferest and canst not make an end 
to thy sufferings. And he imagined that he was stand- 
ing on a roof of the temple, and the thought occurred to 
him, If I am a spirit, a son of God, I shall not be killed 
if I cast myself down from the temple, but an invisible 
power will preserve and sustain me, and will free me 
from all evil. Why should I not cast myself down, so 
as to cease suffering hunger ? 

But he said to himself, Why should I tempt Goa 
whether he is with me or not? If I tempt him, I do 
not believe in him and he is not with me. God the 
spirit gives me life, and so in life the spirit is always 
within me. And I cannot tempt him. I may stop eat- 
ing, but I cannot kill myself, because I feel the spirit 
within me. But hunger continued to torment him. 
And it occurred to him, If I must not tempt God by 
casting myself down from the temple, I must not tempt 
him by starving when I want to eat. I must not deprive 
myself of all the appetites of the flesh. They are given 
to all men. And he imagined he saw all the kingdoms 
of earth and all men, as they lived and worked for the 
flesh, expecting a reward from it. And he thought, They 
work for the flesh, and the flesh gives them all which 
they have. If I shall work for it, the same will happen 
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with me. But he said to himself, My God is not flesh, 
but spirit; by him I live, him I know always, him alone 
I worship, for him alone I work, and from him I expect 
my reward. 

Then the temptation left him, and the spirit renovated 
him, and he knew that God had come to him and was 
always in him, and, having learned that, he returned to 
Galilee in the strength of the spirit. From that time on, 
having learned the power of the spirit, he began to 
announce the presence of God. He said, The time has 
come, renovate yourselves, believe in the announcement of 
the good. 

From the wilderness Jesus went to John, and was with 
him. 

When Jesus went away from John, John said of him, 
He is the true son of God (the chosen one). Two of 
John’s disciples, hearing these words, left their old teacher 
and followed Jesus. Jesus saw that they were walking 
behind him, and so he stopped, and said, What do you 
want ? 

Teacher, we wish to be with thee and to learn thy 
teaching. He said, Come with me, and I will tell you 
everything. They went with him, and remained with 
him the whole day, staying until the tenth hour. 

One of these disciples was called Andrew. And An- 
drew had a brother Simon. Having listened to Jesus, 
Andrew went to his brother Simon, and said to him, We 
have found the chosen one of God. Andrew took Simon 
with him, and brought him to Jesus. This brother of 
Andrew Jesus called Peter, which means a stone. And 
these two brothers became the disciples of Jesus. 

And Jesus walked on with his two disciples. After 
they had gone a distance, Jesus saw some fishermen in a 
ship. Those were Zebedee the father with hired servants 
and with two sons, James and John. They were sitting 
and mending their nets. Jesus began to speak with 
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James and with John, and James and John left their 
father with the hired servants in the ship and went with 
Jesus and became his disciples. 

Later, just before entering Galilee, Jesus met Philip, 
and he called him. Philip was of Bethsaida, of the same 
village with Peter and Andrew. When Philip recognized 
Jesus, he went to find his brother Nathanael, to whom he 
said, We have found the chosen one of God, of whom 
Moses has written, He is Jesus, the son of Joseph, of 
Nazareth. Nathanael was surprised to hear that the 
chosen one was from a neighbouring village, and he said, 
Brother, it is queer that a messenger of God should come 
from Nazareth. Philip said, Come with me to him, and 
thou shalt see and hear for thyself. Nathanael agreed to 
it and went with his brother and met Jesus. When he 
heard him, he said to him, Yes, now I see that it is true 
that thou art the son of God and the King of Israel. 

Jesus said to him, Thou wilt learn what is more im- 
portant than this. Thou wilt learn that the kingdom of 
God has come, and so I tell you truly that the divine 
power will descend to all men, and from them will 
emanate the divine power. From now on God will no 
longer be separate from men, but men will blend with 
God. 

And from the wilderness Jesus went to his home in 
Nazareth. And on a holiday he went, as usual, into an 
assembly and began to read. And they gave him the 
book of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled it and began to 
read. In the book it was written, The spirit of the Lord 
is in me: he has chosen me to announce the good to the 
unfortunate and the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom, 
light to the blind, and salvation and rest to the weary, to 
announce to all the time of the salvation, of God’s mercy. 
He closed the book and gave it to the servant, and sat 
down, and all waited to hear what he would say. And he 
said, Now is the Scripture fulfilled in your eyes. God is 
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in the world. The kingdom of God has come, and all the 
unfortunate, the broken-hearted, the blind, the weary, — 
all shall receive salvation. 

And many wondered at the goodness of his speech. 
And some said, But he is a carpenter and the son of a 
carpenter. And his mother is called Mariam, and his 
brothers, James, Simon, Judas, and Joses, and we know 
them all: they are as poor as we are. And he said to 
them, No doubt you think that because I say that there 
are no longer any unfortunate and weary, and I have a 
poor father and mother and brothers, I am telling an 
untruth, and that I ought to make them happy. If you 
think so, you do not understand what I am saying. And 
thus, a prophet is never understood in his own country. 

And Jesus went to Capernaum, and on a Sabbath 
entered an assembly and began to teach. And all the 
people marvelled at his teaching, because his teaching was 
quite different from the teaching of the scribes. The 
scribes taught the law, which must be obeyed, and Jesus 
taught that all men were free. 


CHAPTER II. 


GENERAL REMARK. THE NEW WORSHIP IN THE SPIRIT 
BY WORKS. THE REJECTION OF THE JEWISH GOD 


THIS second chapter contains a negative definition of 
God. John said, When you are purified by the spirit, 
God will be in the world. Jesus went into the wilder- 
ness, recognized the power of the spirit, returned to the 
world, and announced that God was in the world and his 
kingdom had come. 

The meaning of the kingdom of God in the world 
Jesus expressed with the words of the prophet Isaiah. 
The kingdom of God is happiness for the unfortunate, 
salvation for the sufferers, ight for the blind, freedom for 
those who are not free. Jesus told his disciples that the 
kingdom of God consisted in this, that henceforth God 
would no longer be that inaccessible God that he had 
been heretofore, but that he would be in the world and in 
communion with men; if God is in the world and in com- 
munion with men, what kind of a God is he? Is he God 
the Creator who sits in heaven, who had appeared to the 
patriarchs, and who had given the law to Moses, the 
revengeful, cruel, and terrible God whom men knew and 
worshipped, or another God ? 

In this chapter Jesus defines what God is not. In order 
that this may become clear, it is necessary to reéstablish 
the real significance of the discourses of Jesus Christ, a 
significance which all the churches have carefully obscured. 
The significance of the words and actions of Jesus Christ, 
as adduced in this a is this, that Jesus Christ 

107 


108 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


denies the whole, absolutely the whole Jewish faith. In 
reality this is so clear and unquestionable that one feels 
ashamed to have to prove it. It was necessary for our 
churches to succumb to that terrible historical fate, which 
contrary to common sense compelled them to combine into 
oue the non-harmonizing, absolutely opposed teachings, 
the Christian and the Jewish, to permit them to affirm 
such an absurdity and to conceal what is manifest. 

It is enough, not to read through, but only to run 
through the Pentateuch, in which all the actions of man 
are determined in tens of thousands of most varied cir- 
cumstances, down to the minutest details, in order to see 
clearly that with such a detailed, petty definition of man’s 
actions there can be no place for any continuation or 
completion of the teaching of the law, as the churches 
assert. There might be room left for some new law, if 
it were said that all the laws were human. But no, it 
says Clearly and definitely that all this, as to how and 
when to cut off, or not to cut off, pimples of the extreme 
flesh, as to how and when to kill all the women and chil- 
dren, as to what people are to be reimbursed, and in what 
manner, for an ox accidentally killed, it says clearly that 
all these are the words of God himself. How can such 
a law be enlarged? Such a law can be enlarged only by 
new details about pimples of the extreme flesh, about who 
else may be killed, and so forth. But, by accepting this 
law aS inspired by God, it is by that very fact impossible 
to preach the doctrine of Christ, or even any other teach- 
ing, however insignificant it may be. Everything is deter- 
mined, and there is nothing to preach about. 

For the first word of any sermon with the Pentateuch 
In view, it is necessary to destroy the Pentateuch, the law 
of the Pentateuch. And yet the church had to convince 
itself and others that the Pentateuch and the Gospel were 
both from God. What, then, could it do but close its 
eyes to what was manifest and strain all the powers of 
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the ghbness of mind in order to unite what cannot be 
united? That was done in consequence of Paul’s false 
teaching, which preceded the knowledge of Christ’s teach- 
ing, and by which the ill-understood teaching of Christ 
was represented as a continuation of the teaching of the 
Jews. But when this took place and the problem was 
no longer in the comprehension of the meaning of Christ’s 
teaching, but in uniting what cannot be united, there 
was nothing left to do but look for subterfuges and utter 
those misty, incoherent, flowery discourses, such as Paul’s 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and all that rigmarole of the same 
character which for eighteen hundred years has been 
preached by the so-called fathers of the church and the 
theologians. Indeed, we may as well imagine that men 
have proposed to themselves to harmonize Volume X. of 
the Code of laws and the works, say, of Proudhon, regard- 
ing both works as true to the very last line. I have 
selected Volume X. and Proudhon, but these works can 
much more easily be harmonized than the Pentateuch and 
the Gospel. Indeed, let us take anything we please: 

In the Gospel we are prohibited not only from killing 
any one but even from bearing any one any ill-will; in the 
Pentateuch: Kall, kill, kill women, children, and cattle. 

In the Gospel wealth is an evil; in the Pentateuch it 1s 
the highest good and a reward. 

In the Gospel bodily purity consists in having but one 
wife; in the Pentateuch, Take as many wives as you please. 

In the Gospel all men are brothers; in the Pentateuch, 
all are enemies, except the Jews. 

In the Gospel there is no external divine worship; in 
the Pentateuch, the greater half of the books defines the 
details of the external ministration of God. 

And this teaching of the Gospel, we are assured, is an 
enlargement and continuation of the Pentateuch. 

In another place we shall speak of the le and the 
inevitably false comprehension of Christ’s teaching, which 
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result from this absurd assertion in regard to other pas- 
sages of the Gospel; now we are concerned with the 
external divine worship, against which Jesus contended. 

According to the interpretations of the church all those 
passages which are put down in Chapter IL. the rejection 
of the ablutions, of the non-communion with those who 
are not cleansed, of everything considered impure, the 
rejection of the fasts, the rejection of the most important 
covenant of the Jews with God, of the Sabbath, the rejec- 
tion of all sacrifices, of the necessity of the hand-worked 
temple, the rejection even of the city most precious to 
the Jews, of Jerusalem, and finally the rejection of God 
himself as something external, and the recognition of 
God as a spirit, who must be served in the spirit, — all 
that, according to the interpretations of the church is 
some unnecessary, superfluous finesses invented by some 
Pharisees. 

In the first place, if all that is merely a verbal contest 
with the Pharisees, it is superfluous; in the second, to 
every man who knows how to read and who reads the 
Pentateuch, and who can reason with his own mind, 
the assertion that Jesus contended with the Pharisees, 
and not with the law of Moses, becomes obviously false. 

Jesus was contending against all the laws of the 
Pentateuch, with the exception, of course, of some 
truths, which could not help but be in that mass of 
monstrous and absurd things. Thus he understood the 
command to love one’s father and mother, and one’s 
neighbours. But the fact that the Pentateuch contained 
two or three sentences which Jesus could accept does 
not prove that he enlarged and continued it, just as 
nothing is proved by the fact that a man, in contend- 
ing with another, uses a few of his antagonist’s words 
in order to confirm his proofs. Jesus did not contend 
with the Pharisees, but with the whole law, and in his 
rejections of the external divine worship he took up 
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everything which formed a dogma of faith of the exter- 
nal divine worship for every adult Jew. 

This is the way the divine worship of the Jews was 
defined according to Deuteronomy : 


On Purification. Lev. xvii. 7. And they shall no more offer 
their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring: 
This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their 
generations. 

8. And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be 
of the house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among 
you, that offereth a burnt-offering or sacrifice, 

y. And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, to offer it unto the Lord; even that man shall be 
cut off from among his people. 

Num. xiz. 13. Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man 
that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle 
of the Lord ; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because 
the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be 
unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him. 

14. This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that 
come into the tent, and all that is in the tent shall be unclean 
seven days. 

15. And every open vessel which hath no covering bound upon 
it, is unclean. 

16. And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with the sword 
in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, 
shall be unclean seven days. 

17. And for an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of 
the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall 
be put thereto in a vessel : 

18. And aclean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the 
water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, 
and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched 
a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave: 

19. And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on 
the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day 
he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself 
in water, and shall be clean at even. 

20. But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify 
himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation, 
because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the Lord: the water of 
separation hath not been sprinkled upon him ; he is unclean. 


112 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


21. And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that he 
that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash his clothes ; 
and he that toucheth the water of separation shall be unclean 
until even. 

22. And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be un- 
clean; and the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean until even. 

On Fasting. Ler. «ri. 29. And this shall be a statute for 
ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of 
the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, 
whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that 
sojourneth among you: 

Ler. xxiii. 27. Also on the tenth day of this seventh month 
there shall be a day of atonement; it shall be an holy convoca- 
tion unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord. 

On the Sabbath. Exod. rrxi. 13. Speak thou also unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: 
for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations ; 
that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. 


It is not worth while to quote passages in reference to 
the sacrifices, since a good part of the Pentateuch is filled 
with definite decrees by God himself as to what kind of 
sacrifices are to be brought to him. 

The same may be said about Jerusalem. Jerusalem 
is a city of God. God lives there. That God is not 
a spirit, but an external being with arms, eyes, and legs, 
is to be seen from all passages where only God is men- 
tioned. And so, rejecting the purification, and the fasts, 
and the Sabbath, and the sacrifices, and the temple, and 
the carnal God, Jesus did not continue the faith of Moses, 
but denied everything to the root. 


THE ABOLITION OF THE LAW OF THE SABBATH 


1. "Eyévero 5¢ évoaB- Luke vi. 1, And it = happened on 8 

p pS came to pass on the Sabbath to cross the 

B dry Gevrep ore wre ete second sabbath after the oe fields; and his dis- 

mopever Oa: alroy dia TOY first, that he went ciples plucked the ears 

oropluwy Kal &riddov throu the corn fields; corn ath eopres ven 
rn ,, and his disciples plucked is their hands and ate 

of pabnral abrob TOUS the ears of corn, and did them. 

ordxuas, xal FoGov, pw- eat, rubbing them in 

xowres Tais yxepcl. their hands. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 113 


2. Tuves 6¢ ror Papi- 2 And certain of the 2. And a few of the 
juliet cima, auronh, Te qinenicars meld. Mate (Cubes oe the Pad 
mocetre 6 ovK eékeoTe which is not lawful to you do that which ought 
movty évy rors gaBBact; do on the sabbath days ? ae be done on a Sab- 

(a) The word Pharisee I translate by Orthodox, because 
from all investigations it appears that it means precisely 
the same as Orthodox. It comes from the Hebrew 
parash, and means interpreter éEnyérns tov vopou Kat’ 
€E€oynv, which the Pharisees claimed to be, according 
to Josephus, or in the sense of parush, that is, he who 
separates himself from the crowd of unbelievers, and 
considers himself right, that is, Orthodox. The peculi- 
arity of the Pharisees (according to all investigations, 
which agree among themselves) consisted in the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) Besides the Holy Scripture they recognized also the 
oral tradition, 7apadokis holy tradition, which demanded 
certain external rites, which they regarded as peculiarly 
important. 

(2) They interpreted Holy Scripture literally, and re- 
garded the fulfilment of the ceremonial as more important 
than the fulfilment of the moral law. 

(3) They recognized the dependence of man on God, 
which, however, did not entirely exclude the freedom of 
the will. What, then, are they if not the same as our 
Orthodox? Of course, they were not exactly our Ortho- 
dox, but they occupied precisely the same place as our 
Orthodox. 

Luke vi. 3,4; Matt. xii. 5. These verses contain proofs 
of how David ate the shewbreads, and of how the priests 
defiled the Sabbath. These proofs were conclusive only 
for the Jews ; for us they are the more superfluous since 
the last proof that God rejoices in love, and not in the 
sacrifices, excludes the necessity of the previous proofs. 
Of these verses the only important part is Christ’s answer, 
which refers to us. 
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Matt. xii. 6, ButIsay 
unto gous That in this 
place 1s one greater than 
the temple.e 

7. But if ye had known 
what this meaneth, I 
will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not 
have condemned _ the 
guiltless. 

Mark ti. 27. And he 
said unto them, The sab- 
bath was made for man, 
and not man for the sab- 
bath: 


28. Therefore the Son 
of man? is Lord also of 
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6. I tell you, Here is 
something which is 
more important than ex- 
terna) holiness. 

7. If you knew what it 
means, I will have love 
for men, and not sacri- 
fices, you would not be 
condemning the inno- 
cent. 

27. And he said to 
them, The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath. 


28. Therefore man is 
lord of the Sabbath. 


e the sabbath. 
Tov caBBdrou. 


(a) The words 6ti Tov iepov peifwv eotiy bbe I translate 
by, Here is something which is more important than ex- 
ternal holiness, because cepov designates the abode of God 
upon earth, the holiness. Nothing was said here about a 
temple, and so these words refer in general to external 
holiness. 

(b) The son of man can here in no way be taken in the 
sense of a divinity, for it was said that the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath, and so the 
conclusion can in no way refer to the new person, the son 
of man, to God. The son of man has here the same mean- 
ing as everywhere else, the meaning of man in general. 

This whole discourse, which had an enormous impor- 
tance when it was uttered, has also an enormous importance 
for us, if we wish to understand the teaching of Jesus. In 
consequence of the false representation of the interpreters 
that Jesus only continued the law of Moses, nothing is 
left of the discourse but a useless contention with some 
Pharisees. 

For an unbiassed reader this passage has an enormous 
meaning, which is, that Jesus at his first conflict with the 
law of the external divine worship with all his might 
radically rejects it. The Sabbath is the chief covenant of 
God with his people. The non-observance of the Sabbath 
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is punished by death. The Sabbath has been observed 
and still is observed, and half of the Talmud treats of it. 
The observance of the Sabbath is for the Jews what com- 
munion is for the Christians. Just as he who does not go 
to communion is not an Orthodox or a Catholic, so he who 
does not observe the Sabbath is not a Jew. To defile the 
Sabbath and to defile the communion are equally terrible. 

And here Jesus says that this Sabbath is meaningless, 
a human invention; that man is more important than all 
external holiness; that, in order to understand that, it is. 
necessary to understand what is meant by the words, I 
will have mercy, and not sacrifices; and that it is not 
necessary to observe the Sabbath, that is, that external 
divine worship which is regarded as most important. 
And this meaning is concealed by the interpreters. They 
say: 


Moses commanded men to work on six days of the week, and 
forbade men on the seventh day (the Sabbath) to perform the 
customary work of every-day life, except what was most neces- 
sary (Exod. xx. 10; xxxv.2, 3; Num. xv. 32-36). The tradi- 
tions of the elders still more increased the severity of the Sabbath 
rest, so that even good works, works of godliness, were at times 
prohibited on the Sabbath. However, the Pharisees, who looked 
unfavourably on the. Saviour, seem to have exaggerated the 
severity of the demands of the Sabbath rest toward him and his 
disciples; in respect to themselves and others they were, no 
doubt, more condescending. The plucking of the ears of corn 
by the disciples of Jesus, even in order to satisfy their hunger, 
consequently from necessity, they regarded as a violation of the 
Sabbath rest, as a defilement of the Sabbath, and they did not 
miss the opportunity of directing the Lord’s attention to it, and 
of rebuking him for allowing his disciples to commit that which 
to them was such an obvious violation of the laws of the Sabbath, 
which was so offensive to others (Archim. Mikh., Gospel of 
Matthew, pp. 206 and 207). 


Thus has the meaning of the passage been stealthily 
concealed. Nor could they help doing otherwise, for 
thieves give themselves away. 
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The words against the Sabbath refer only to the exter- 
nal divine worship, which was established by the church. 
But there are left the words, In this place is that which is 
greater than the temple. The church mutilates the text 
and says one, but that one still means man, as is evident 
from the meaning of what follows. But the commentators 
assure us that Jesus is speaking of hinself as of God. 


In this place is one greater than the temple: By these words the 
Lord speaks metaphorically of the grandeur of his person, as 
the Lord of his temple. The temple with all its arrangement, 
rites, ceremonies, sacrifices, was only an lage of truth, but Christ 
is the truth itself, and so greater than the temple, as much as 
the truth is greater than an image. Thus, if the priests of the 
temple, the servants of the image, are permitted on a Sabbath 
day to perform their duties, and they are not to blaine for violat- 
ing in this manner the Sabbath rest as prescribed by the law, 
then how much less are to blame for the violation of the 
Sabbath the servants of that very truth which has the power 
to abolish the laws about the Sabbath, when they, those servants 
of truth, from necessity pluck the ears on the Sabbath day, in 
order to appease their hunger, and eat them for the glory of God. 
(1b. p. 209.) 


The meaning of the interpretation is that Jesus himself 
is a temple, and so his disciples may eat on the Sabbath. 
And such corrupt interpretations take the place of the 
profound and clear meaning of Christ’s words. 


But if ye had known, etc.: Having thus justified the action of 
his disciples by pointing to examples, the Saviour now discloses 
to the Pharisees that the source from which flowed their incor- 
rect condemnation of his disciples is the non-comprehension of 
the character of the false prescriptions in their relation to the 
higher moral demands. They, the Pharisees, lack the merciful 
and compassionate love of their neighbours, such as, for example, 
God demands through his prophet Hosea (vi. 6); their whole 
attention is directed only to sacrifices, rites, ceremonies, and 
customs of tradition, which for them conceal the source of the 
pure love. If they understood that the compassionate love for 
the hungry man is higher than all tradition and ritualistic 
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customs, even higher than sacrifices, they would not condemn 
the innocent, who to appease their hunger pluck some ears of 
corn. 

Lord also of the sabbath: He who is higher than the temple is 
also higher than all law, which is centred on and in the temple, 
higher, also, than all statutes in regard to the Sabbath, is the 
Lord of the Sabbath itself. He who is to abolish the Sabbath of 
the Old Testament can even now command his disciples to 
renounce the protection of the Old Testament: “for the time 
has arrived for them to learn everything through most exalted 
subjects, and no longer is he to be bound by the law, who, 
having freed himself from malice, is tending toward all which 
is good.” (Chrys.) (/6. pp. 209 and 210.) 


It turns out that the fact that the son of man is the 
lord of the Sabbath, and that the Sabbath is made for 
man, and not man for the Sabbath, as is said in Mark, 
—that the whole utterance is abolished and that the 
Sabbath is done away with, not by man, but by God. 


Luke viii. 10. And he 


10. "Hy &€ dddoKnwy 10. Jesus happened to 
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was teaching in one of 
the synagogues on the 
sabbath. 

11. And, behold, there 
was & woman which had 
a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years, aud was 
bowed together, and 
could in no wise lift up 
herself. 


12, And when Jesus 
saw her, he called her to 
him, and said unto her, 
Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity. 


13. And he laid his 
hands on her: and im- 
mediately she was made 
alent, and glorified 

od. 


14. And the ruler of 
the synagogue answered 
with indignation, _be- 
cause that Jesus had 
healed on the sabbath 
day, and said unto the 
people, There are six 
ays in which men 


be teaching in one of 
the assemblies, aud it 
was a Sabbath. 

11. And a woman was 
there, and a spirit of 
infirmity had been in 
her for eighteen years. 


12. Jesus saw her, and 
called her, and said 
Woman, thou art freed 
from thy infirmity. 


14. The elder of the 
assembly grew angry 
because Jesus was prac- 
tising on the Sabbath, 
and said to the people, 
There are six days in 
the week to work in, so 
practise in those six 
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ought to work: in them 
therefore come and be 
healed, and not on the 
sabbath day. 


Luke viv. 3. And 
Jesus answering spake 
unto the lawyers and 
Pharisees, saying, Is it 
lawful to heal on the 
sabbath day ? 


4. And they held their 


peace. 

Luke ziti. WU. The 
Lord then answered 
him, and said, Thou 
hypocrite, doth not 
each one of you on the 
sabbath loose his ox or 
his ass from the stall, 
and lead him away to 


watering? 


16. And ought not 
this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eight- 
een years, be loosed 
from this bond on the 
sabbath day ? 


Luke xiv. 6, And they 
could not answer him 
again to these things. 


Luke xiv. 5. And an- 
swered them, saying, 
Which of you shall have 
an ass or an ox fallen 
into a pit, and will not 
straightway pull him 
out on the sabbath day ? 


Matt. xzti. 12. How 
much then is a man 
better than a sheep? 
Wherefore it is lawful 
to do well on the sab- 
bath days. 
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days, and not on the 
Sabbath. 


3. And Jesus turned 
to the learned Orthodox, 
and asked, Is it not law- 
ful to help people on the 
Sabbath? 


4. And they did not 
know what to say. 

15. And Jesus said to 
them, Hypocrites! Does 
not each one of you on 
the Sabbath untie his ox 
or his ass from the stall, 
and lead him away to be 
watered? 


16. Why, then, is this 
woman not to be 
helped? 


6. And they could not 
answer him this. 


5. And again he said, 
If a sheep of yours falls 
into a pit, will you not 
pull it out at once, even 
though it be a Sabbath? 


12. But a man is much 
better than a sheep. He 
said, For this reason it 
is necessary to do well 
on the Sabbath. 


REMARK ON THE HEALING ON THE SABBATH 


If there could be any doubt as to what the foundation 
is on which Christ rejects the observance of the Sabbath, 


this passage, it seems, would dispel it. 


Jesus rejects the 


Sabbath, that is, the external worship, not on the basis of 
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his supposed Godhead, but on the basis of common sense, 
of that same comprehension which has come to be the 
foundation of everything. He says, A sheep may be 
pulled out from a pit, and a man may not be helped, — 
that is stupid. Most important are man and good works. 
All external worship can only be in the way of the per- 
formance of the work of life, and so it is not only un- 
necessary, but even harmful. And so he takes that 
which is regarded as the most important of all the 
works of the divine worship, adduces an example when 
it is diametrically opposed to good works, and rejects it. 
What is there here that cannot be understood? But no, 
the church has its own interpretation. 


The Lord presents an objective rejection of the injustice of 
the imaginary tradition of the elders that it is not lawful to do 
even any works of mercy on the Sabbath. If somebody’s only 
sheep (an only sheep would be so much dearer to him than to 
a man who has a whole flock) should fall into a pit, and he 
should thus be subject to the danger of losing it, would he not 
make an effort to get it out from there? 

Of course he will pull it out, out of pity for the animal, and 
out of regard for his property. A man is more important than 
a sheep. If, then, you act with compassion on the Sabbath in 
relation to a speechless animal, you must act with so much more 
compassion and love in relation to man, the image and likeness 
of God, to man, for whose salvation and to give the everlasting 
life to whom the Saviour came. 

It 3 lawful to do well on the sabbath days: The Pharisees could 
not help knowing that, but such is the power of preconceived 
notions, habits, and traditions, that what is clearly conceived to 
be true in the abstract is frequently subject to blame in practice. 
The Lord reproves such inconsistency. (J0. p. 211.) 


“The Lord reproves such inconsistency,” — very well. 
But this does not refer to the Sabbath in particular, but 
to the external divine worship, the strongest example of 
which was then represented by the Sabbath. Jesus could 
not then have spoken in advance of our churches, masses, 
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images, sacraments. These did not exist then, but of all 
of them he was speaking then. 

Is not the same Sabbath represented by the Sunday, 
by the expenditure for candles and for the pay of the 
popes, by those riches of the churches, those cares about 
the external worship, which always are diametrically 
opposed to works of love toward man for the simple rea- 
son that the works of the worship are never directed 
toward man, but toward something dead, while the work 
of love can be directed only toward man. In no way 
can it be said, as I am always told, that masses, com- 
munion, prayers, do not keep people from doing good to 
men. Of course they keep one from doing good, since 
they are directed toward something else than men. 

It, must not be forgotten that the teaching of Jesus 
consists in directing every step toward doing good to men. 
How, then, can an activity which is directed away from 
men be useful for the fulfilment of this teaching? It is the 
same as though one were to assert that smoking a pipe is 
very useful for the ploughing of a field. It may be that it 
does not interfere with it much, and wastes little time, and 
even furnishes rest and pleasure, but this matter in itself 
does not help the ploughing of the field, and is opposed to it. 


THE CALLING OF MATTHEW 
9. Kat mapdywv 6 | Matt. ix, 9. And as — 9. One time Jesus saw 
"Incods axel 18 Jesus passed forth from a man sitting on the 
naoous Keivev, = et0eP thence, he saw a man, road and collecting 
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named Matthew, sitting 
at the receipt of custom: 
and he saith unto him, 
Follow me. And _ he 
arose, and followed him. 


10. And it came to 
pass, as Jesus sat at 
meat in the house, be- 
hold, many publicans 
and sinnerse came and 
sat down with him and 
his disciples. 


taxes. That man’s name 
was Matthew, and Jesus 
said to him, Follow me. 
And he got up, and fol- 
lowed him. 


10. And Matthew en- 
tertained Jesus. And 
it happened that when 
Jesus was sitting in his 
house, there came other 
farmers of taxes and 
those who had = gone 
astray, and they sat with 
Jesus and his disciples. 


HARMONIZED AND 


(a) apaptwrot those who are mistaken. 


TRANSLATED 
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I translate it 


that way, and not sewners, because sinner has received a 
Here duaprwdot has the meaning of 
men opposed to the Pharisees, that is, to the Orthodox, 


different meaning. 


who regarded themselves as in the right. 


And so I put 


down a word which corresponds to dmaptwroé and is 
the opposite of Orthodox, namely, those who have gone 


astray. 


THE DESTRUCTION 


11. Kal iddvres_ oi 
dapiratot elrov rots ma- 
Onrats avrov, Atari pera 
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Matt.ix. WW. And when 
the Pharisees saw it, 
they said unto his disci- 
ples, Why eateth vour 
master with publicans 
and sinners? 


Mark ti. 17. When 
Jesus heard it, he saith 
unto them, They that are 
whole have no need of 
the physician, but they 
that are sick: I came 
not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repent- 
ance,@ 


Matt. ix. 13. But go 
ye and learn what that 
meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice. 

Mark wii. 1. Then 
came together unto him 
the Pharisees, and cer- 
tain of the scribes, 
which caine from Jeru- 
salem. 


2. And when they saw 
some of his disciples eat 
bread with defiled, that 
is tosgay, with unwashen 
hands, they found fault. 


3. For the Pharisees, 
and all the Jews, except 
they wash their hands 
oft, eat not, holding the 
tradition of the elders. 


4. And when they 
come from the market, 
except they wash, they 


OF THE 


RITES 


11. And the learned 
Orthodox saw it, and 
said to his disciples, Why 
does your teacher eat 
with farmers of taxes 
and with those who have 
gone astray? 


17. Jesus heard it, and 
said, Not those who are 
well, but those who are 
ill need a physician. I 
do not wish to call the 
Orthodox, but those who 
have gone astray to re- 
pentance. 


13. Go and learn what 
is meant by, I want love 
toward men, and not 
sacrifices. 

1. And there came to- 
gether at his house Or- 
thodox people, and some 
of them were learned, 
whe came from Jerusa- 
em. 


2. And when they saw 
his disciples eat bread 
with unclean, that is, 
with unwashed hands, 
they began to curse. 


3. For without wash- 
ing their hands they do 
not eat with the hands, 
holding the tradition of 
the elders. 


4. Nor do they eat 
when they come from 
the market, unless they 
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eat not. And many other 
things there be, which 
they have received to 
hold, as the washing of 
cups, and pots, brazen 
vessels, and of tables. 


5. Then the Pharisees 
and scribes asked him, 
Why walk not thy disci- 
ples according to the 
tradition of the elders, 
but eat bread with un- 
washen hands? 


6. He answered and 
said unto them, Well 
hath Esaias prophesied 
of you hypocrites, as it 
is written, This people 
honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is 
far from me. 


7. Howbeit in vain do 
they worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the 
commandments of men 
(Isaiah xxix. 13). 


8. For laying aside the 
commandment of God 
ye hold the tradition of 
men, as the washing of 
pots and cups: and many 
aeree such like things ye 

0. 


9. And he said unto 
them, Full well ye reject 
the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep 
your own tradition. 


10. For Moses gaid 
Honour thy father and 
thy mother; and, Whoso 
curseth father or moth- 
er, let him die the death: 


11. But ye say, If a 
man shal see to his 
father or mother, It is 
Corban, that is to say, a 
gift, by whatsoever chon 
mightest be profited by 
me; he shall be free, 
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wash their hands. And 
they keep many other 
commandments, such as 
the washiug. of dishes, 
pots, and pans. 


5 For that reason the 
learned Orthodox asked 
him, Why do not thy 
disciples hold to the tra- 
dition of the forefa- 
thers, but eat bread with 
unwashed hands? 


6. And he said to them 
in reply, Well has [saiah 
said of you hypocrites, 
as it is written, These 
people honour me with 
their mouths, but their 
hearts are far from me. 


7 They worship me 
badly, teaching doc- 
trines and command- 
ments of men. 


8. You lay aside the 
commandment of God, 
and hold the enactments 
of men, the washing of 
cups and giasses, and 
you do many other such 
hings. 


9. And Jesus said to 
them, You have ae 
rejected the command- 
ment of God, that you 
may keep your own de- 
cree. 


10. Moses has told you 
Honour thy father an 
thy mother, and, Whoso 
curses father or mother, 
let him die. 


11. But you think that 
if a man says, Corban 
(which means,a gift to 
od) that by which thou 
mightest profit by me, 
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12. And ye suffer him 
no more to do aught for 
his father or his mother; 


13. Making the word 
of God of none effect 
through your tradition, 
which ye have deliv- 
ered: and many such 
like things do ye. 


14. And when he had 
called all the people unto 
him, he said unto them, 
Hearken unto me every 
one of you, and under- 
stand: 


15. There is nothing 
from without a man, 
that entering into him 
can defile him: but the 
things which come out 
of him, those are they 
that defile the man. 


16. If any man have 


ears to hear, let him 


hear. 

17. And when he was 
entered into the house 
from the people, his dis- 
ciples asked him con- 
cerning the parable. 


18. And he saith unto 
them, Are ye so without 
understanding also? Do 


ye not perceive, that 
whatsoever thing from 
without entereth into 


the man, it cannot defile 
him; 

19. Because it enter- 
eth not into his heart, 
but into the belly, and 


goeth out into the 
draught, purging all 
meats? 


20. And he said, That 
which cometh outof the 
man, that defileth the 
man. 


21. For from within, 
out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 
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12. Him you no longer 
ermit to do anything 
or his father or mother, 


13. You destroy the 
word of God by that 
tradition of yours, 
which you have deliv- 
ered. And you do many 
such things. 


14. And he called to- 
gether all the people, 
and said, Listen to me 
every one of you, and 
understand. 


15. There is nothing 
which, entering man, 
can defile him; but what 
comes out of him will 
defile a man. 


16. If you have ears to 
hear, then understand ! 


17. When he went 
away from the people 
into the house, the disci- 

les asked him concern- 
ing the parable, 


18. And he said to 
them, Have you not 
understood it? Do you 
not know that nothing 
that enters man from 
without can defile him? 


19. Because it enters 
not his heart, but his 
belly, and goes out 
rate 5 the back, purg- 
ing all food. 


20. But that which 
comes out of man can- 
not help but defile him. 


21. For from the heart 
of men proceed _ evil 
thoughts, fornication, 
lechery, murders, 
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22. Komal,  mdeo- 
vetlac, mwovnplar, dddos, 
adcédXyeia, 6@0aru0s 1r0- 
ynpos, BrAacPnula, vme- 
pnpavia, appoovrn. 

23. Ilavra raira ra 
wovnpa éawlev éxropev- 
€Tat, Kai Kowot rov dy- 
Opwrror. 


22. Thefts, covetous- 
ness, Wickedness, deceit 
lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness: 


23. All these evil 
things come from with- 
in, and defile the man. 
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22. Stealing, _selfish- 
ness, deception, impu- 


dence, envious eyes, 
calumny, pride, foolish- 
ness. 


23. All these’ evil 
things come from with- 
in, and defile the man. 


(a) Having rejected the chief expression of the divine 
worship of the Jews, the Sabbath, and having shown that 
it is inapplicable, Jesus shows that it 1s also harmful in 
that people who perform external rites by this very 


performance consider themselves to be right. 


But, in 


regarding themselves as being right, they no longer seek 


deliverance from error. 


And he repeats once more that 


definite sacrifices are not necessary, but what is necessary 


is love for man. 


THE DESTRUCTION 


13. Kal éyyvs Rv 7d 
wmdcxa Trav Tovdalwy, 
kal dvéSn els ‘Tepooddupa 
6 'Inoobs. 

14. Kal etpev ev r@ 


lepp  rovs mwdovvras 
Boas xal mwpdBara xal 
wepirTrepds, Kal  rous 


Kepuarisras xabnuévous. 

15. Kal roijoas ppa- 
yOXuov ék cyxoevlwy, 
wavras é&éBarev éx Tov 
lepov, rd re wpdBara Kal 
rovs Bbas. xal rd Kod- 
AuBiora@y ebéyee 7d 
képua, cal ras rpamrétas 
dvéor pepe: 

16. Kal rots ras rept- 
orepas mwdovow elev, 
"Apare raira évrevder- 
Ln movetre Tov olkov Tov 
mwarpbs mov oixkoy éumo- 
plov. 


OF THE EXTERNAL TEMPLE 
John ii. 13. And the 13. And the Jewish 


Jews’ passover was at 
hand, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem, 


14. And found in the 
temple those that sold 
oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the changers 
of money sitting: 


15. And when he had 
made a scourge of small 
cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, and 
the sheep, and the oxen; 
and poured out’ the 
changers’ money, and 
overthrew the tables; 


16. And said unto them 
that sold doves,a Take 
these things hence; 
make not my Father’s 
house a house of mer- 
chandise. 


Passover was at hand, 
and Jesus went to Jeru- 
salem, 


14. And he saw them 
sell oxen, sheep, and 
doves in the temple, 
and the changers were 
sitting there and chang- 
ing money. 


15. And he plaited a 
whip out of ropes, and 
drove ont of the temple 
the sheep and the oxen, 
and scattered the chan- 
yers’ mmoney, and threw 
down the tables of the 
dove sellers. 


16. And he said, Take 
these ee away from 
here, and do not imagine 
that a market can be 
a house of my Father. 
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16. Kal ov« Fdeev iva 
ris duevéyKy oKevos dia 
Tov lepod. 


17. Kal édléacxe, dé- 
yw avrots, OU yéypar- 
rat, ‘Ore 6 oikds pov 
oikos mpoceuvxts KANO7- 
erat aot Tots EOvect; ’ 
vers O€ errochoare avTov 
‘omhracov AyoT OY.’ 

18. ’AmexplOncay ody 
ol "Jovdato. Kat elrov 
altro, Tl onpeiov de- 
kpves Hutv, dre Tatra 


Mark xi. 16. And 
would not suffer that 
any man should carry 
any vessel through the 
temple. 

17. And he taught, 
saying unto them, Is it 
not written, My house 
shall be called of all 
nations the house of 
prayer? but ye have 
made? ita denof thieves 
(Isaiah lvi. 7).¢ 


John vi. 18. Then an- 
swered the Jews and 
said unto him, What 
signd shewest thou unto 
us, seeing that thou 
doest these things ? 
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16. And he did not 
suffer any articles to be 
carried through the 
temple. 


17. And he instructed 
them, and said, Do you 
not know that it is writ- 
ten, My house shall be 
called a house of prayer 
for all nations? But you 
consider a den of robbers 
to be my house. 


18. And the Jews be- 
gan to speak, and they 
said to him, What right 
wilt thou show us for 
doing these things? 


TOLLS ; 


19. ’AmexplOn 6 "In- o Jesus answered Re And Jesus said to 
« ; » ~ and said unto them, them, Destroy this tem- 
gous Kal elev avrots, Destroy this temple’ ; 


. ple, and in three days I 
Avoare Tov vady TovTOY, Will a 
kal éy rpitly nyépacs 


éyepa avrov. 


and in three days I will resuscitate it. 


raises it up. 


(a) There ought to be a period after 7wAotor, and then 
must be added xat eizrev. Otherwise it is incomprehen- 
sible why Jesus should say to the sellers of doves only, 
Take these things away. Evidently what he says has 
reference to all tliose whom he is driving out, and to 
everything that he is overturning. 

(b) érroinoate has to be translated here not by do, but 
by “imagine, consider that a market can be the house of 
my Father.” It is difficult to think that Jesus should in 
the same discourse, in which he says that a temple is not 
necessary, call the temple the house of his Father. He 
says, A market is not called a house of God. 

(c) The words of the prophet Isaiah are used here in 
the same sense that the words to the Samaritan woman 
are used in the next chapter, Take all this away, for my 
house is not the one where sacrifices are brought, but the 
whole world, where men know the true God. The subse- 
quent passage from Jeremiah, And not a den of robbers, 


confirms this meaning. Here is the passage from Jere- 
miah (vi. 4-11): 
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4. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the 
Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are 
these. 

5. For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; 
if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his 
neighbour ; 

6. If ve oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk 
after other gods to your hurt; 

7. Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land 
that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

8. Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 

9. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear 
falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods 
whom ye know not; 

10. And come and stand before me in this house, which is 
called by my name, and say, We are delivered to do all these 
abominations ? 

11. Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den 
of robbers. 


(d) onpetoy sign, symptom of justice. I translate it by 
right. 

(€) éyeipw never means, or can mean, to burld, raise, but 
means to waken, and in this passage it means to waken as 
something living, and so it has to be translated by, “I will 
resuscitate the living temple.” 


The significance of this verse is explained in verses 
21 and 22, where it is said that the temple means the 
body of Jesus Christ, and three days designate the time 
after which he shall rise from the dead. This explanation 
cannot satisfy me, who regard the resurrection as a most 
blasphemous invention, which lowered the teaching of 
Christ, of which mention will be made in its proper place. 
Jesus Christ could not have meant his resurrection in the 
body, for that would be a conception which destroys his 
whole teaching. This explanation has been invented 
later by those who believed or invented the story of the 
resurrection. But the words which gave rise to this 
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explanation were said, and evidently had a definite 
meaning. This explanation is very unsatisfactory. 

Why, speaking of his body, did Christ say a temple, 
and why did he speak of the resurrection after driving 
the sacrifices out of the temple? It is enough to for 
get the false church explanation in order that the mean- 
ing of the words should become not only clear, but even 
necessary aS an explanation of what precedes. Jesus 
Christ drives out of the temple everything which is 
needed for the bringing of sacrifices, consequently for 
prayer, in accordance with the conceptions of the Jews, 
and, recalling the words of Jeremiah, he says that it is 
necessary to do good, and not to gather in the temple for 
the purpose of offering sacrifices. Thereupon he speaks 
not conditionally, as Jesus’ words, Destroy the temple, are 
generally understood, but positively, I will make it alive, 
I will rear a new one. He quotes the words of Jeremiah, 
in which it is said that the house of God is the whole 
world of men, where all people recognize God, and not a 
den of robbers, and says, Destroy the temple, and I will 
make a new, a living temple for you, —I will show it to 
you and will teach you. And I will make this new 
temple quickly, because I do not have to build it with 
my hands. I will do in three days what you have made 
in forty-six years. 


John ii. 20. Then said 


20, Elrrov ofy ol ’Tov- 
Sato., Teccapdxovra xal 
t treoww wodoundn 6 
vads ovros, kal od év 
tpioly pudpars § éyepels 
avréyp ; 

6. Aéyw 5é buty, dre 
Tov lepot pelfwv éortly 
@de. 

7. El d¢ éyvwxere rl 
éoriv, ‘“EXeov Oéd\w xal 
ov Buclay,’ odx dy xare- 
Sixdoare rovs dvacrlous. 


the Jews, Forty and six 
cone was this temple in 

uilding, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days ? 


Matt. vii. 6. But Isay 
unto ee That in this 
place is one greater than 
the temple. 

7. Butif ye had known 
what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy,’ and not 
sacrifice, ye would not 
have condemned the 
guiltless. 


20. The Jews said, This 
temple was forty-six 
years in building, and 
thou wilt resuscitate it 
in three days. 


6. And Jesus said to 
them, I tell you that 
more important than the 
temple is this, 

7. That you should 
understand what is 
meant by, I want com- 
passion toward men, and 
not church services, 

* 
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(a) This verse, which is given in the chapter where the 
disciples are rebuked for plucking the ears of corn, 1s out 
of place there, since nothing is said there about the temple, 
but Jesus says, This is more important than the temple. 
In any case, the idea which is expressed in this verse and 
is repeated in Matt. ix. 13, answers directly the conten- 
tions of the Jews and expresses Jesus’ view about the 


temple. 


(b) EXeov sympathy. I translate it by compassion for 


men. 


After that follow verses 21 and 22 of Chapter IT. of 
John, which contain the author’s imaginary explanation 


of these words. 


23. ‘Os dé Rv év ‘Tepo- 
gTonvmols ev TH Wag xa, €v 
TH €opTH, moddoi érl- 
atevoar els TO Svoua av- 
Tov, Oewpotvres avrov Ta 
onueta & érrolec. 

24. Aurds dé 6 Inaods 

ovk érlarevey EauTov av- 
rots, Oca TO abroy yevw- 
oKe wavras: 
25. Kal drt ob} xpelav 
elyev Wva Tis waptuphoy 
wept Tov dvOpwrov: av- 
Tos yap éylywone rl Fp 
év T@ dvOparw. 

18. Kal 4xovcay ol 
ypauparets Kal ol apx- 
tepets, Kal éfirovv mus 
auvrdov dmroNécovetv: édpo- 
Bovvro yap avrov, Sre 
was 0 Sxdos éerAhooero 
érl ry didaxQ avrov. 


Johnii. 23. Now when 
he was in Jerusalem at 
the passover, in the feast 
day, many believed in 
his name, when they saw 
the miracles which he 
did. 


24. But Jesus did not 
commit himself unto 
them, because he knew 
all men. 


25. And needed not 
that any should testify 
of man; for he knew 
what was in man. 


Mark xi. 18. And the 
scribes and chief priests 
heard it, and sought how 
they might destroy him: 
for thev feared him, be- 
cause all the people was 
astonished at his doc- 
trine. 


(a) In many texts it reads vravra. 


Here are the explanations of the 
expulsion from the temple. 


23. And when he was 
in Jerusalem at the pass- 
over, Inany believed in 
his teaching, compre- 
rip the roots 
which he aadaeed., 


24. But Jesus himself 
did not commit himself 
to their faith, because 
he himself knew every- 
thing, 

25. And so he did not 
need to have any one 
y0int out about man to 

im; for he knew him- 
self what was in man. 


18. And the _ scribes 
and the elders of the 
priests heard it. And 
they sought how they 
might destroy him: for 
they feared him, because 
all the people marvelled 
at his teaching. 


church about the 
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And found in the temple: That is, in the courtyard of the 
temple, called the yard of the pagans, they sold, ete. 

A scourge of small cords: A symbol of the Lord’s wrath against 
those who defile the sanctity of the temple, as also a symbol of the 
power of the Lord who is jealous of the purification of the house 
of his heavenly Father. 

Take these things hence, etc.: The doves were in cages or 
baskets, and so the Lord, driving out the venders of animals with 
the latter, mentions especially that the venders should take them 
out. 

Make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise: When the 
Lord left the temple the last time, he called it not the house of 
his Father, but your house (Matt. xxiii. 88), meaning by it that 
the temple was left desolate by God; but now Christ calls it 
still the temple of my heavenly Father, for there has not yet 
been manifested the opposition of its devotees to Christ and to 
God, and he is expecting the repentance of the people in the per- 
son of their representatives. 

A house of merchandise: A less strong expression than is used 
at the second purification of the temple, when the Lord said that 
the Jews had made the house of prayer into a den of thieves 
(Matt. xxi. 13). The first expresses that into the holy ministra- 
tion of the church have entered highly impure worldly transac- 
tions, while the latter expresses a complete subversion of the 
character of the holy work, an iconoclastic fanaticism, to which 
the defilement of the whole worship had come and in which it 
found its expression. If one should ask how it happened that 
these venders submitted to the Lord’s will and words, so that at 
his command they left their trade and went out of the temple 
with all their objects of trade, we should remark: (1) that their 
conscience naturally told them that they were, indeed, not doing 
a good work in a holy place, and so, when the Lord forcibly re- 
minded them of it, their conseience spoke up more strongly still 
and caused them to carry out his command without gainsaying ; 
(2) the fame about Jesus of Nazareth as a prophet or unusual 
man had by that time well spread among the people; pilgrims 
from Galilee naturally brought news to Jerusalem about the 
miracles wrought by him in Galilee, about the event at the Lord’s 
baptism, and the testimonies of the prophet John in regard to 
him were, of course, fresh in the memory of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and its surroundings ; (3) in any case the Lord mani- 
fested here his divine power, which nothing could oppose in the 
present case. 

Then answered the Jews: Perhaps those were some of the 
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venders, who had been ordered to leave the temple with 
the objects of their trade ; more probably still those were the 
chiefs of the temple: the priests and the elders, who felt them- 
selves offended in their power over the temple by such an unusual 
action of a Galilean who did not belong to it. With this action 
of his the Lord unquestionably appeared to them also in the 
capacity of a prophet, an extraordinary messenger of God; but 
those who were more reasonable among them could have guessed 
from the words of the Lord, who called the temple the house of 
his Father, that he was more than a prophet. Since Moses, 
Elijah, and other extraordinary messengers of God now and then 
proved their extraordinary mission by means of unusual deeds 
and miracles, the Jews who now surrounded the Lord demanded 
of him some unusual action, a miracle, as a proof of his having 
the right to order them about in the temple like a prophet, like 
a son of God. 

And said unto him: Assure us by some miracle that thou art 
the son of God, and that thou art sent by him, for how shall we 
know the Lord of this house is thy Father? (Theophil.) They 
overlooked the sign shown them in the very act of clearing the 
temple, as an unusual act which had a powerful effect upon 
those who defiled the holy place by commerce, and demanded of 
the Lord a miracle which would be more striking to them in their 
spiritual blindness. 

Destroy (the imperative has frequently the meaning of a 
future: ye shall destroy) this temple, etc.: The evangelist pro- 
ceeds to explain what is meant by this utterance of the Lord 
when he says that he spake of the temple of his body (v. 21); it 
means that he spoke of his violent death. The words which 
correspond to this, In three days I will raise it up, hint at his 
resurrection, three days after his death, precisely as his disciples 
interpreted it after his resurrection (v.22). Thus, in reply to 
the demand made by the Jews thgt he should work a miracle as 
a proof of his having the power to act so in the temple, he points 
to a very great miracle which bore testimony as to his being the 
Messiah, the miracle of his resurrection. Thus the Lord from 
the very beginning of his social service predicted his death and 
his resurrection. 

I will raise it up: With these words the Lord proves his divine 
almightiness, for not one man who dies can by his power and 
force raise his body from the dead. He did not say, My Father 
will raise it, but, I will raise it, using my own power, without 
invoking any other power. (Theophil.) (Archim. Mikh., 
Gospel of John, pp. 72-75.) 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 131 


This is what Reuss says (Reuss, La Bible, Nouv. Test., 
Vol. VI, pp. 137 and 138): 


En face des disciples qui croient se trouvent (ici pour la 
premiere fois) les Juifs qui doutent, qui ne comprennent point, 
qui refusent de croire. Loin d’étre convaincus par ce qu’ils 
viennent de voir, ils demandent un signe, c’est-a-dire un acte 
extraordinaire, un miracle, quelque chose enfin qui puisse prouver 
que Jésus était autorisé a agir comme il l’a fait. Son procédé 
avait bien en quelque chose d’imposant, de messianique méme 
(Mal. iii. 1 suiv.), mais ils exigent une preuve plus palpable, 
une manifestation plus irrécusable. La réponse que Jésus leur 
fait a donné lieu a des discussions fort animées parmi les com- 
mentateurs. D’aprés )’auteur lui-méme, voici ce qu’il a voulu 
dire: Tuez-moi, et en trois jours je reprendrai la vie. En d’au- 
tres termes: la résurrection de Jésus sera la preuve la plus écla- 
tante de sa dignité supérieure. Elle l’a été en effet, et toujours, 
dans l’enseignement apostolique, au point de vue duquel ce dis- 
cours se comprend parfaitement (comp. Matth. xii. 40). Si Pon 
objecte que Jésus n’a pas pu parler ainsi en ce moment, oli aucun 
danger ne le menagait ot aucun conflit sérieux ne s’était encore 
élevé entre lui et le parti pharisaique, on oublie complétement 
que dans notre livre il ne s’agit pas d’une évolution lente et suc- 
cessive des rapports ou des situations, mais que d’un bout & 
Yautre nous avons sous les yeux l’antagonisme du monde et de 
Christ, de la lumiére et des ténébres, et que Jésus n’est repré- 
senté nulle part comme ayant besoin d’apprendre peu a peu et 
par divers incidents qu’il a des adversaires, qu’il court des dan- 
gers, qu'il pourra éventuellement étre mis 4 mort. Au contraire, 
il connait dés le début tout ce qui arrivera, parce que cela ne 
dépend pas du caprice des hommes, mais de ]’ordre providentiel 
établi d’avance. Ainsi rien n’est plus conforme a l’esprit de cet 
évangile que le discours mis ict dans sa bouche. I] y a plus; ce 
discours est trés-bien placé 1&4 ot nous le lisons. Les scénes rela- 
tives aux disciples sont terminées, l’action du révéJateur sur le 
monde doit maintenant commencer; |’auteur indique ici d’avance 
quelles chances, pour un succés définitif, il a devant lui: le monde 
sera sollicité, mais non gagné; il sera vaincu, non par une sou- 
mission volontaire, mais par la condamnation qu'il se sera attirée. 
C’est le programme de l’histoire que nous allons lire. Ces réfle- 
xions écarteront aussi l’objection que les paroles de Jésus, telles 
qu’elles sont relatées et expliquées ici, n’auraient pu étre com- 
prises par personne, par les disciples tout aussi peu que par les 
Juifs. A ce titre, on pourra faire ses réserves & l’égard de la 


132 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


presque totalité des paroles mises dans la bouche du Seigneur 
dans tout le cours du livre, car a la fin les disciples n’en com- 
prennent pas plus qu’au commencement (chap. xiv. 9). Jésus 
parle et auteur écrit pour les intelligences chrétiennes, et pas 
le moins du monde pour la plébe juive qui Ventoure. Enfin il 
ne faut pas perdre de vue cette circonstance que }’auteur dit lui- 
méme que les Juifs se méprirent compléetement sur le sens des 
paroles prononceées, en les appliquant au temple dont la construc- 
tion avait été commencée sous H¢rode. Mais ec’est un phénomtne 
qui se reproduira désormais dans chaque sctne, nous aurions 
presque dit a chaque ligne. C’est ?expression vivante et concréte 
de ce fait fondamental de la théologie de notre évangile, que le 
monde est incapable de saisir le sens des révélations célestes qui 
lui sont faites (chap. i111. 12). 


Everything is talked about, even what the whip was 
made for, but not a word aliout what is the meaning of 
the whole passage, which is repeated in all four gospels. 
From the interpretations of all the churches it follows 
that the whole meaning of this passage lies in the double 
repetition by Christ of the police duty in regard to the 
cleanliness of the temple, and in the two verses (21 and 
22) which were said not by Christ, but by one of the 
writers of the gospels, the very verses which I omit. 
The meaning of it is that Christ will rise from the dead 
after three days. Very well, he rose from the dead and 
predicted his death. Was it really impossible to predict 
that more clearly and, above all, in a more appropriate 
place ? 

Something entirely different is meant. He came into 
the temple ‘and threw out of it everything which was 
necessary for their prayers, just as a man would do who, 
going into our church, should throw out all the consecrated 
bread, the wine, the relics, the crosses, the corporals, and 
all those things which are considered necessary for the 
mass. He is asked what onpetov he will show of what 
he is doing. 2nwetov never and according to no diction- 
ary means miracle, but let us suppose that it does mean 
that. What, then, is the meaning of the question of the 
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Jews? The man throws everything out which is needed 
for the prayers, and they ask him, What miracle wilt 
thou show us that thou art doing all this? To say the 
least, such a question is unintelhgible. The Jews can 
ask why he does that; they may ask what he will put 
in place of what he is destroying, or what right he has to 
do so. But why, instead of driving him out, do they ask 
him, Show us a miracle? Still more surprising is this, 
that to the request of the Jews to show them a miracle, 
he does not answer by, I will show you, or, I will not 
show you a miracle, but by, Abandon this temple, I will 
make you a new, a living temple in three days. 
According to the interpretations of the church this 
means that the miracle which he will do he will perform 
after his death, a miracle which none of the Jews will 
believe in, even after his death. And these words of his 
convince all. And soon after, it says that his miracles, 
that is, what he promises to do after his death, convince 
all, and many people believe him. It is enough to take 
off the church spectacles in order to see that this is not 
mere talk, but the delirium of insane people. Jesus does 
a reckless thing, — he drives the cattle out of the temple. 
The Jews, instead of driving him out, for some reason say 
to him, Show us a miracle. He forgets that he for some 
reason has driven out everything necessary for the service, 
and says, I will show you a miracle when I am dead, and 
T will do that in such a way that you shall not see it, — 
and these words made all men believe in his teaching. 
And so the meaning of the whole passage is that Jesus 
shall rise from the dead in three days. And it is not 
Christ who says that, but the writer of the gospel, in 
parentheses. It is enough to keep the senses together 
and for a moment to refer to the words of the gospel, 
the divine revelation according to the doctrine of the 
church, with at least the respect and attention with 
which a farce is read, that is, without imagining in 
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advance that we are going to hear the delirium of an 
insane man, so that we shall not understand a word, but 
supposing that what is written must have some meaning, 
and that it is not without interest for us to comprehend 
what is said, and everything will become clear to us. 

According to the teaching of John the Baptist, it is 
necessary to be purified by the spirit in order to know 
God. Jesus is purified in the wilderness by the spirit 
and finds out the power of the spirit and announces the 
kingdom of God in men. He tells his disciples that God 
is In communion with men. 

According to the evangelist John, the first work of 
Jesus is the so-called purging of the temple, in reality 
the destruction of the temple, and not any kind of a 
temple, but the temple in Jerusalem, the one that was 
regarded as the house of God, the holy of holies. Jesus 
comes into the temple and destroys everything needed for 
its ministration. In addition to what has been said in 
the Introduction about God, about no one having ever 
seen God, and about having received a new godliness 
through Jesus, Jesws repeats in the temple the words 
of the prophets, that the temple of God is the whole 
world of men, and not a den of robbers. To explain 
all this would be the same as trying to explain the inci- 
dent if in our time Dukhobors should go to an Orthodox 
church and throw out all the corporals and say, God is 
spirit, and we must serve him in spirit and in deeds. The 
action and the words of the Scripture speak so plainly 
that there is nothing to add or interpret. The action and 
the words say clearly: Your worship is an abominable 
lie; you do not know the real God, and the deception 
of your worship is harmful, and it has to be destroyed. 
Precisely the same is expressed by the actions and words 
of Jesus in the temple. 

He denies the worship and conception of the Jewish 
God. To these actions and words of his the Jews say, 
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What right hast thou to do this? And he replies, My 
right is this, that your service of God is a lie, and my liv- 
ing service is the truth. My service of God is a living 
service, by means of works. And many believe Jesus. 
The first act of his sermon is to reject the false, visible 
(sod of the Jews. In the next chapter he says that God 
is spirit, and he must be served by works. And it is 
evident that, in order that men may believe in God the 
spirit and serve him, it is necessary to destroy the false, 
invented God and the false worship of him, and that is 
precisely what Jesus does. It is impossible not to see 
this. If this passage is not understood by the churches, 
it is not through stupidity, but through too much under- 
standing. We shall come across many such intentional 
insipid interpretations. Such interpretations occur every 
time when the church legalizes exactly what Jesus denies. 
Even so now Jesus denies God the Creator, the external 
God, and every divine worship, except the worship of God 
with works. But the church has legalized the external God 
the Trinity, and exists only by performing services and 
sacrifices. That will make a man stupid against his will. 

But if one wants to understand the Gospel, it is neces- 
sary above all to remember that the first action of Jesus 
before preaching was to deny the external God and every 
kind of worship. The destruction of the temple, repeated 
by all the evangelists (which is very rare), is the purging of 
the soil for the sowing. Only after the destruction of the 
former God the teaching about the God of Jesus and about 
that service of God, which Jesus teaches, is made possible. 

The whole passage is an elucidation of the verse. No 
one has ever seen God at any time. 


CHRISTS DISCOURSE WITH A WOMAN OF SAMARIA 


8. "Adfixe rhy "Iov- _John tv. 3. He left 3. And Jesus went 
r Judea, and departed away from Judea, again 

Salay, cal dwijdbe wddkwy a oain Into Galilee. into Galilee. me 
els rhy TadtAalav. 
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4. "Ede 5¢ adrav d:€p- 
xevGar did THs Daua- 


pelas. 
5. “Epyerac otv els 
wékty THS Lapapelas 


Aeyouérny Dixap, wr7- 
alov Tod ywpiou 6 €dwxer 
Taxwp ‘Iwond Ty vip 
aurov. 

6. “Hv 6é éxet rnyn 
rod ‘laxwp. Oo ovby 
"Inootds Kexomiaxws ék 
Ths odotroplas éxadéfero 
obrws éxl rap wry. wpa 
Av woe Extn. 

7. "Epyerac yuri éx 
THs Dapuapelas dvrrAHoae 
tdwp. Adyar atrg oO 
"Inoots, Ads poe meecy. 

8, Ot yap paénral 
avrov aredndvGecay els 
Thy wordy, tva rpopas 
ayopaowdr. 

9. Adéye ody alTy 7 
yury 7 Dapaperris, as 
ov Toudatos dy rap éuod 
mecy airets, obons yuvat- 
Kos Dapapelridos; ov 
yap suyxpavra ‘lov- 
dato. Dauapeirais. 

10. ’ArexplOn ‘Inoois 
cal elrev airy, El 7decs 
rynv dwpedv rov Oeou, 
kal ris é€oriv 6 Aéywr 
got, Ads po. mietv, ov av 
arnoas abrov, kal €5wKev 
Ay cot bdwp fav. 


11. Aéyea atry 7 
yurh, Kuopee, otre av- 
Trnua «exes, Kal 7d 


dpéap earl Babi: mwbbev 
obv gxes 7d Udwp Td 
SOV ; 

12. My od peltwv 
Tov marpds nudy’ TaxwP, 
8s Z5wxev nuiv rd ppéap, 
Kal abros é€€ abrov é%me, 
kal oi viol atrov, cal ra 
Opéupara avrod ; 


THE 


4. And he must needs 
go through Samaria. 


5. Then cometh he to 
a city of Samaria, which 
is called Sychar, near to 
the parcel of ground 
that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph. 


6. Now Jacob’s well 
was there. Jesus there- 
fore, being wearied with 
his journey, sat thus on 
the well: and it was 
about the sixth hour.s 


7. There cometh a 
woman of Samaria to 
draw water: Jesus saith 
unto her, Give me to 
drink. 


8. (For his disciples 
were gone away unto 
the city to buy meat.) 


9. Then saith the 
woman of Samaria unto 
him, How is it that 
thou, being a Jew, ask- 
est drink of me, which 
am a woman of Sama- 
ria? for the Jews have 
no dealings with the 
Samaritans. 


10. Jesus answered 
and said unto her, If 
thou knewest the gift of 
God,’ and who it is that 
Saith to thee, Give me 
to drink; thou wouldest 
have asked of him, and 
he would have given 
thee living water. 


11. The woman saith 
unto him, Sir, thou hast 
nothing to draw with, 
and the well is deep: 
from whence then hast 
thou that living water? 


12. Art thon greater 
than our father Jacob, 
which gave us the well, 
and drank thereof him- 
self, and his children, 
and his cattle? 


FOUR GOSPELS 


4. And he had to go 
through Samaria. 


5. One day he comes 
to a city of Samaria, 
Sychar by name, near 
to the place that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph. 


6. Jacob's well was 
there. Jesus was weary 
of his journey and sat 
down near the well. 


7. There comes a 
woman of Samaria to 
draw water, and Jesus 
says to her, Woman, 
give me to drink. 


8. For his disciples 
were jrone to the city 
to buy food, 


9. Then the woman of 
Samaria says to him, 
How is it that thou, a 
Jew, askest to drink of 
a Samaritan woman? 
for the Jews have no 
dealings with the Sa- 
maritans? 


10. But Jesus, on the 
contrary, said to her, If 
thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is 
that says, Give me to 
drink, thou  wouldst 
have asked of him, and 
he would have given 
thee spring water. 


11. And the woman 
said to him, Thou hast. 
no bucket, and the well 
is deep, from where, 
then, wilt thou get that 
spring water? 


12. Art thou greater 
than our father Jacob? 
He gave us this well. 
He drank of it himself, 
and his children, and 
his cattle. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


13. ’AmrexplOn 6 “In- 
cous xal elmevatry, Ids 
6 mlywy éx Tov béaros 
Trovrou dipjoet wadev 

14. “Os 5°’ av aly ék 
rot Udaros ob éyw Swow 
airy, od un Suvjon eis 
Tov alwvay adda 7d 
Vowp 8 dwow avira, 
yevioera év aiT@ rnyn 
vdaros ardouévou els 
fwhv alwnov. 


13. Jesus answered 
and said unto her, Who- 
soever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again: 


14. But whosoever 
drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him 
shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him 
a well of water spring- 
ne up into everlasting 
life. 
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13. And Jesus said to 
her in reply, Whosoever 
drinks this water shall 
want to drink again: 


14. But whosoever 
drinks of the water that 
I shall give, shall never 
thirst. But the water 
that I shall give him 
brings forth in him a 
spring of water which 
runs into everlasting, 
non-temporal life. 


(a) The unnecessary details, such as the definition of 


the time when this happened, as also certain words of 
the woman of Samaria, which express nothing, may be 
transferred to the addition, so that the reader may not 
lose the essential meaning of this chapter. 

(b) The words, If thou knewest, ev ndes tHv dwpedy Tod 
Geod I translate by, If thou knewest what the gift of God 
is and what God, and after éotw I put a comma, because 
after that Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that there is 


a God. 


Verses 15-18 have no meaning whatever. 


It says 


that Christ divined that a woman had five husbands, and 


that now she was not living with her husband. 


This un- 


necessary and annoying detail only impairs the exposition. 


19. Ady atrp 4 
yuvy, Kupte, Oewpad dre 
mwpopyrns el av. 

20. Ol warépes nudy 
év rovrw Tw Sper mpoce- 
KUynoay: Kal vets 
Aéyere, Bre év ‘Tepoco- 
AYuors eoriy oO TéroS, 
8rov Set mpooxuvety. 

21. Aéye airn 6 
"Inoots, Tuva, wlorev- 
ody pot, bre tpxerat Opa, 
8re otre ev THe Spa 
rovrw otre év ‘Tepooonv- 
wows mwpoorxuviceTe TH 
warpl. 


John iv. 19. The wom- 
an saith unto him, Sir, 
I perceive that thou art 
a prophet. 

20. Our fathers wor- 
shipped in this moun- 
tain; and ye say, that in 
Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to 
worship. 


21. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in 
this mountain, nor yet 
at Jerusalem, worship 
the Father. 


19. The woman says to 
him, Sir, I see that thou 
art a prophet. 


20. Our fathers wor- 
shipped God in this 
mountain, and you say 
that in Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought 
to worship him. 


21. And Jesus said to 
her, Woman, believe 
ms, the time is near 
when you shall neither 
in this mountain, nor at 
Jerusalem, worship the 
Father. 
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22. ‘Yyets mwpooxy- 
verre 8 obx oldare: myets 
wpooxuvotuev 6 oldapev’ 
Srey owrnpla ex Tay 
"Tovdalwy éorly. 

23. ‘AAN  epxerac 
@pa, xal viv éoriv, dre 
ol dd\nOivol mpooxuvyral 
Wporkuvirove, TH Trarpl 
év mvevuart xal addnOela- 
Kal yap 6 Tarp roov- 
Tous {nTEt TOUS WpogKu- 
vourras aurov. 

24, Ilvetua 0 Ocds- 
kal Tovs wpogKuvolrras 
aurov éy wvetpare Kal 
adnbela det rpooKurvety. 

25. <Aéye altro 7 
yuvh, Olda brs Meoolas 
Epxerar (6 Revyduevos 
Xpiords)> Srav edOy 
éxelvos, avaryyedet uty 
wavra. 

26. Adéye atrn 4 
"Inoois, “Eyw elu, 6 
AahG@y cou. 


22. Ye worship ye 
know not what: we 
know what we worship; 
for salvation is of the 
Jews. 


23. But the hour com- 
eth, and now is, when 
the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth; 
for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him. 


24. God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship 
him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.s 


25. The woman saith 
unto him, I know that 
Messias cometh, which 
is called Christ: when 
he is come, he will tell 
us all things. 


26. Jesus saith unto 
her, I that speak unto 
thee am he. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


22. You worship you 
know not whom, but we 
worship whom we know. 


23. But the time is 
coming, and is already 
here, when the true 
worshippers shall wor- 
ship the Father in the 
na and in deeds, for 
the Father demands 
that such to worship 
him. 


24. God is spirit, and 
he ought to be wor- 
re in spirit and in 
deeds. 


23. And the woman 
said to him, I know that 
Messiah will come, who 
is called the chosen one 
of God. When he is 
come, he will tell us all 
things. 


26. And Jesus said to 
her, I that speak to thee 
am he. 


(a) adnOeia I translate by in deeds, because in many 


passages in the New Testament it has this meaning, and 
here it seems to point to the contradistinction between 
external worship and works; besides, truth and spirit 
would be a pleonasm. 


Verses 27-42, with the exception of 32-38, which will 
be translated elsewhere, contain particular and accidental 
details, which have no general meaning. 

While preaching the kingdom of God, which consists 
in the love of men among themselves, Jesus goes from 
village to village, and once, upon entering the land of 
Samaria, which is hostile to the Jews, asks a Samaritan 
woman for a drink. Under the pretext that he is a Jew 
and she a Samaritan woman, she refuses him in the 
simplest act of love. 
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In explaining this passage, men generally forget this fea- 
ture of the woman’s refusal to give him to drink, and yet 
this is the key to the comprehension of the whole passage. 

The woman says that the Jews may not have any 
dealings with the Samaritans, and so does not give him 
any water. To this he tells her that she thus deprives 
herself of the living water, the communion of love with 
men, of that which gives the true life. He tells her that 
he not only does not loathe receiving drink from her, but 
that he is prepared to teach her, like any other person, 
that renovation which will give her the true life. 

To her remark that he cannot do that, because they, 
the Jews, have their own God, while the Samaritans have 
their own, or their own place of worship of God, he says 
to her, as though explaining the destruction of the temple, 
Now has come the time to worship God not here or there, 
but everywhere, because we ought to worship not the God 
whom we do not know, but the one whom we know as 
the son knows the father, that is, he repeats what was 
said in the Introduction, that no one knows God, but that 
the son has declared him, and what was said in the dis- 
course with Nicodemus, namely, that we speak of what 
we know and see and that only the son who has come 
down from heaven has declared God. And speaking of 
God he calls him Father. And, expressing the idea 
of the Introduction, where it said that the teaching of 
Jesus was the teaching of what is good, he says that the 
Father is searching for worshippers everywhere, wor- 
shippers in deeds and in spirit, because God is spirit. 


THE WITNESS OF JOHN CONCERNING CHRIST 


22. Mera raira #\Gev John ti. 22. After 22. After that Jesus 
ag ee dol } these things came Jesus and his disciples came 

noovs kal ol wabyTal and hisdisciplesintothe into the land of Judea, 
avrod els rhv Iovdalay landof Judea; andthere and there lived with 
viv. wal exe? dérpiBe he tarried with them, them, and purified. 
per atray kal éSdx- and baptized. 


rivev. 
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23. "Hy 2 wat Twdy- 
yns Barrlt{wy év Alvwv 
éyyvus rot Dadelu, sre 
bdara mwortda Fv exec: 
kal wapeylvovro xai 
éBarriforro. 

24, Otrw yap qv Be- 
BrAnuEvos eis THY puda- 
Khv 6’ Iwdvyns. 

25. "Evyédvero odv {1- 
Thos €x Tov pabnroyr 
"Iwdvvov pera lovialwy 
wepi Kabapio pov: 

26. Kal #rOov mpds 
rov ‘Iwdvyny xal elrov 
aur, ‘PaBpl, 8s Rv wera 
cov wépav rod 'lopddvou, 
@ ov pepapTipnkas, We 


otros Banrlte, Kal 
wavres Epyovrar mpos 
aurév. 


27. "AmexplOn ‘Iwdy- 
yyns kal elev, Ov Svvarat 
&vOpwros AauBdaverv ov- 
dev, dav wn T Sedouévoy 
aur éx Tod ovpavod. 

31. 'Odwwlev épxdbue- 
vos érdvw wavTwy éorly. 
6 Oy x THs ys ex THs 
ys dort, kal éx THs YHs 
Aarer: 6 x Tov ovpavod 
épxdpevos drdvw mavrwy 
éori. 

34. *Ov yap dré- 
orethev 6 Oeds, Ta pr- 
para Tou Qeov Nader: 

32. Kal 6 édpaxe xal 
Hxovee, ToUTO paprupec: 
kal Thy paptuplay avrov 
ovdels NauBdve. 

33. ‘O AaBadv abrod 
Thy papruplay éoppdyt- 
cev Sre 6 Oeds adrnNOrs 
éoruy. 

34. Ov yap éx pérpou 
dldworvd Oeds 7d Tl vedua. 

35. ‘O rarhp ayara 
Tov uldv, xal wdvra 6é- 
dwxev dv TH xeupl avrod. 


23. And John also was 
baptizing in Enon near 
to Salim, because there 
was much water there: 
and they came, and were 
baptized. 


24. For John was not 
yet cast into prison. 


25. Then there arose a 
question between some 
of John’s disciples and 
the Jews about purify- 
ing. 

26. And they came un- 
to John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was 
with thee beyond Jor- 
dan, to whom thou bar- 
est witness, behold, the 
same baptizeth, and all 
men come to him. 


27. John answered and 
said, A man can receive 
nothing, except it be 
given from heaven. 


31. He that cometh 
from above is above all: 
he that is of the earth is 
earthly, and speaketh 
of the earth: he that 
cometh from heaven is 
above all. 


34. For he whom God 
hath sent speaketh the 
words of God: 


32. And what he hath 
seen and heard, that he 
testifieth; and no man 
receiveth his testimony. 


33. He that hath re- 
ceived his testimony 
hath set to his seal that 
God is true. 


3. For God giveth not 
the Spirit by measure 
unto him. 

35. The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hand. 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


23. And John was pu- 
rifying in Enon near to 
Salim, because there 
was much water there, 
and they came and were 
purified. 


24. For John was not 
yet cast into prison. 


25. And there arose 
a contention between 
John’s disciples with a 
Jew about the purify- 
ing. 

26. And they came to 
John, and said to him, 
Sir, he who was with 
thee at the Jordan, and 
to whom thou borest 
witness, is purifying 
also, and all men come 
to him. 


27. And John said, A 
man cannot take upon 
himself, if he is not in- 
structed by God. 


31. He who is above is 
higher than all, and he 
who is of earth will be 
of earth, and will speak 
of earth. 


34. He whom God has 
instructed speaks the 
words of God. 


32. And what he has 
comprehended, that he 
roves. Naman receives 

is proof. 


33. He who has re- 
ceived his proof has 
confirmed that God ia 
true. 


34. For it is impossible 
to measure the spirit of 
God. 

35. For the Father 
loves the son, and has 
given all things into his 
power. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


36. ‘O mirretwy els 
Tov vldv éxe twhy aiw- 
ywov' 6 6€ areday TH 
vig ovK dSwWerar t{wipy, 
arr\’ 7» dpyh Tov Geov 


36. He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth 
on him. 
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36. He who believes in 
the son lives for ever, 
and he who does not 
believe in the son is 
against God. 


péver er avrév. 


John declared before that the real purification is the 
purification by the spirit. Now Jesus has appeared and 
he destroys the external forms and purifies without the 
temple and even without the water. And the doubt 
arises as to which purification is the real one. And 
John’s disciples contend with a Jew about the purifica- 
tion, and they go to John to ask him about it. John 
says in general words what he said before, that the chief 
purification is a purification by the spirit, and that this 
purification ig not transmitted in words. As to whether 
Jesus really speaks the words of God, John says that no 
one can define that, and that there can be no proofs of 
what are the words of God. The one proof is that man 
accepts them, for it is impossible to measure the manifes- 
tation of the spirit. 

JESUS DINING 


WITH SIMON. MARY MAGDALENE 


Lukeiv. 14. Andthere 
went outa fame of him 


14. Kal dipn é&nrOe 14. And there went out 


Kad’ SAns THs Teptx wpou 
wept avrou. 

37. "Ev 6@ rm dadjj- 
gat, ypwra avrov Papt- 
caids Tis Srws dpirTHoy 
map avT@: eloedOwy Se 
avérecev. 

38. ‘O dé Papicaios 
lidv €batuacev Sri ov 
mpwrov €Barrleén mpd 
Tov aplorov. 

39. Etre 6¢ 6 Kupios 
awpos avrov, Niv vuets of 
Papicaion 1d ~Ewhev rot 
mwornplov Kal Tov wrlvaxos 
xadapltere: 7d 5é Eowev 
bpwy yéue aprayys Kal 
wornplas. 


through all the region 
round about. 

Lukexi. 37. And ashe 
spake, a certain Phari- 
see besought him to dine 
with him: and he went 
in, and sat down to meat. 


38. And when the 
Pharisee saw it, he mar- 
vellied that he had not 
first washed before din- 
ner. 


39. And the Lord said 
unto him, Now do ye 
Pharisees make clean 
the outside of the cup 
and the platter; but 
your inward part is full 
of ravening and wicked- 
ness. 


a fame of him in all the 
surrounding country. 


37. After thatacertain 
Orthodox came to him 
and asked him to lunch 
with him in his house. 


38. And the Orthodox, 
seeing that Jesus did not 
wash before the lunch, 
was surprised. 


39. And Jesus said to 
him, You Orthodox peo- 
ple wash the outside of 
the cup and the platter 
but your inside is fullo 
plunder and untruth. 
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40. “Adpoves, odx 6 
wowhoas TO €EwOer Kal Td 
Eowdev érolnge ; 

41. IlAny ra évdvra 
dére édenuocvvny: xal 
(600, wdavra xadapd vty 
éoriv 


32. Ov @#dvba Ka- 


Aéoat Sexalovs, adrdAa 
Guaprwrovs els pera- 
von. 


37. Kal léov, yurt év 
TH wore, Aris Hv apap- 
Twos, ériyvotca are 
dvdxecrac év 7 olxla 
Tov Papicalov, xouloaca 
add Bacr pov upon, 

38. Kal ordoa rapa 
rovs wbdas avrov éricw 
KNalovca, fptaro Bpé- 
xevw rods wédas avrov 
rots Sdxpvot, xal rats 
Opikt THs Kehadys avrijs 
éfduacoe, xal xareplrae 
rovs médas avrov, Kal 
Hrehe TH uvpy. 

39. "Iléwv 5é 6 dapi- 
gaios 6 Kadéoas avroy 
elrev év éauTp, A€ywy, 
Otros ef Rv mpopyrns, 
éyluwoxev Av rls kal 
wroTarh  Yyuvn, Ares 
drrerat atbrov: bri auap- 
rwr$ds dare. 

40. Kal dwroxpibels 6 
"Inaods ele mpds atroy, 
Zinwy, Exw col re elrecy. 
6 bé gna, Atddoxade, 
elwé. 

41. Avo xpewperrérar 
fioay Saveory Tim: 6 els 
Spere Snvapia wevraxd- 
ova, 6 5€ Erepos revrh- 
KOVTa. 

42. Mn éxdvrwv be 
atriv drodotvar, dudo- 
tépas éxaplcaro. ls 
oby alray, elré, wetov 
avrov dyanrihce; 


40. Ye fools, did not 
he, that made that which 
is without, make that 
which is within also ? 

41. But rather give 
alins of such things as 
ye have; and, behold, 
all things are clean unto 
you, 


Lukev. 32. Icame not 
to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 


Luke vii. 37. And, be- 
hold, a woman in the 
city, which waaa sinner, 
when she knew that 
Jesus sat at meat in 
the Pharisee’s house, 
brought an alabaster 
box of ointment, 

38. And stood at his 
feet behind him weep- 
ing, and began to wash 
his feet with tears, and 
did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and 
kissed his feet, and 
anointed them with the 
ointment. 


39. Now when the 
Pharisee which had bid- 
den him saw it, he spake 
within himself, saying, 
This man, if he were 
a@ prophet, would have 
known who and what 
manner of woman this 
ig that toucheth him; 
for she is a sinner. 


40. And Jesus answer- 
ing said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat 
to say unto thee. And 
he saith, Master, say on. 


41, There wasa certain 
creditor which had two 
debtors: the one owed 
five hundred pence, and 
the other fifty. 


42. And when they had 
nothing to pay, he 
ea a forgave them 
both, Tell me therefore, 
which of them will love 
him most ? 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


40. Fools, he who has 
made what is without 
has also made what is 
within. 

41. Be merciful from 
within, and then you 
shall see that everything 
is clean. 


32. For I have come 
here not to call the 
righteous to the reno- 
vation, but those who 
have erred. 


37. And a woman of 
the city, who was an 
infidel, hearing that 
Jesus was sitting in the 
house of an Orthodox, 
went there and brought 
a pitcher of oil, 


38. And standing at 
his feet behind, began to 
weep and to wash his 
feet with her tears, and 
to wipe them with the 
hair of her head, and to 
anoint him with the oil. 


39. When the Ortho- 
dox host saw this, he 
thought, If he were a 
real teacher, he would 
know what manner of 
woman this is that is 
touching him. 


40. And, turning 
around, Jesus said to 
him, Simon, I will tell 
thee a few words. And 
he said, Master, speak ! 


41. A certain master 
had two debtors; the 
one owed five hundred 
penne: and the other 
fty. 


42. And neither the 
one nor the other had 
anything to pay, and the 
master forgave them 
both. Tell me, which of 
them will be most ob- 
liged to the master ? 
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43. "AwoxpiOels dé 6 
Lluwy elev, ‘Torodhau- 
Bavw Ore @ 7d mWetoy 
éxaplcaro. 6 &é eley 
avT@, Opdds Expivas. 

44. Kalorpadels mpds 
Thy yuvatca, TY Linwn 


épn, BrAéwes ravtny 
Thy Yyuvaika; elondOdy 


gov els thy olklay, bdwp 
éri rovs médas pou ovK 
ZSwxas: airy 6 rots 
Sdxpvoww EBpeté pov Tovs 
wodas, kal Tats OpiEl Tis 
Kepadns aurjs é&éuake. 

45. DiAnud poe ovK 
LSwxas: abrn be, ad Fs 
elanjAGov, ov diéXure Ka- 
Tagiotod pou Tovs mé- 
das. 


46. "Edaly thy xepa- 
Any pov ovK Frewas: 
abrn 5é wipy FrewWéd pov 
Tovs médas. 

47. Ob ydpw éyw 
co, Agdéwrra: al dpuap- 
tla. a’rjs al modXal: 
dre Hydmrnoe wont’ @ dé 
oXlyov adlerat, édlyor 
ayara. 

48. Elre 6@ adry, 
"Adéwrral cov al apap- 
That. 


49. Kal ptavro ol 
cuvavaxeluevor A&yev ev 
éavrots, Tls otrés dori 
bs cal duaprlas ddlnocy ; 

50. Eltre 52 apds rhp 
yuvaixa, ‘H wloris cov 
céowké oe mopevov els 
elpyyny. 


43. Simon answered 
and said, I suppose that 
he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto 
him, Thou hast rightly 
judged. 


44. And he turned to 
the woman, and said 
unto Simon, Seest thou 
this woman? 1 entered 
inte thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for 
my feet: but she hath 
washed my feet with 
tears, and wiped them 
with the hairs of her 
head. 


45. Thou gavest me no 
kiss: but this woman, 
since the time I came in, 
hath not ceased to kiss 
my feet. 


46. My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint: 
but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with 
ointment. 


47. Wherefore I say 
unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved 
much: but to whom 
little is foriven, the 
same loveth little. 


48. And he said unto 
her, Thy sins are for- 
given. 


49. And they that sat 
at meat with him began 
to say within them- 
selves, Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also ? 


50. And he said to the 
woman, Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace. 


143 


43. Simon said, Cer- 
tainly he to whom he 
forgave most. And 
Jesus said Thou hast 
judged rightly. 


44. And he pointed to 
the woman, and said to 
Simon, Here I have come 
to thy house, and thou 
gavest Ime no water to 
wash my feet with; but 
she washes my feet with 
tears, and wipes them 
with the hair of her 
head. 


45. Thou didst not em- 
brace me when I en- 
tered; but she has not 
ceased kissing my feet. 


46. Thou didst not give 
me oi] to anoint my head 
with; but she anoints 
my feet with costly oil. 


47. For this very rea- 


son, I tell thee, she has 
been delivered from 
error and from preat 


error, because she loves 
much. But he to whom 
little is to be forgiven 
loves little. 


48. And he said to her, 
Yes, all thy errors are 
corrected. 


49, And those that 
were sitting with him 
began to say to them- 
selves, Who is he that 
he frees from error ? 


50. And he said to the 
woman, Thy faith has 
saved thee; go in peace. 


(a) In my opinion verse 47 ought to read like this: 67: 
has to be transposed ; instead of being before nydmrnoe, 


it ought to stand before Aéyw cor. 


will be as above. 


Then the translation 


144 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


The Pharisee is not pleased to see the sinner touch the 
teacher. Jesus says, A master had two debtors: he for- 
gave one much, and the other little’ How can he whom 
he forgave much help expressing his gratitude? These 
debtors before me and before all men and before God art 
thou and is this sinning woman. Thou imaginest that 
there is little to forgive thee, and thou hast not shown me 
any particular love ; but she considers herself guilty before 
all, and before me, and before thee. Thou thoughtest thy- 
self that she ought not to have been permitted to touch me. 
Well, I have not driven her away, and as I did not contemn 
thee, coming to thy house, so I do not contemn her, and for 
this she expresses her love for me. (She expresses her 
love for me, because I did not upbraid her for her sins.) 
She has many sins, and she expresses much love. Thou 
hast few sins, as thou thinkest, and thou expressest little 
love, and little will be forgiven thee. She believes that 
she is a sinner, and she is saved from her sins. 


THE PARABLE OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE 
10. “AvOpwrror 000 Luke rviit. 10. Two cea said to 


men went up into the men went 


avéSnoav eis Td lepdy temple to pray; theonea into the temple to pray, 
tmpoceviacbar: 6 els Pa- Pharisée, and the other the one an Orthodox, 
pioaios, Kal 6 &repos Te- ® publican. and the other an infidel. 
Awyys. 

11. 'O bapisaios ora- 11. The Pharisee stood | 11. The = Orthodox 


thought much of him- 
self, and prayed as fol- 
lows: L thank thee, O 
God, that 1 am not as 


and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extor- 


Gels wrpds €aurdy Tevra 
mpornvxero: ‘() Oeds, 
evxyapisT® cot, bre ovK 


elul Gowep ol Aourol Tay 
dvOpwrwy, dprayes, &bc- 
Kor, porxol, # xal ws 
otros 6 Tedwrns. 

12. Nyoredw Sis rot 
caBfdrov, drrodexara 
wavra Soa xr@pat. 

13. Kat 6 reddvns 
paxpbbev dorws obx #6e- 
Aev ode rods dpOarpods 
els Tov obpavdy éwapat: 


tioners, unjust, aduiter- 
ers, or even as this 
publican. 


12. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all 
that I possess. 


13. And the publican 
standing afar off, woul d 
not lift up 80 much as 
his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his 


other men are, selfish, 
unjust, adulterers, not 
as this infidel is. 


12. I fast twice on the 
Sabbath, and give tithes 
of all I get. 


13. And the = infide) 
stood off and could not 
lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but atruck his 
breast and kept saying, 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


G\N Erurrey els 7d oT7F- 


Gos avrod, dAéywr, ‘O 
Oeds, IdoOnTl por TH 
duaprwr. 


14. Aéyw vtyutv, Ka- 
TéBn obros dedtxawwyévos 
els rov olxov abrot, F 
éxetvos. Sri was 6 Wav 
€avrovy ramewvwbyncerat: 
6 6¢€ TaTevay éavTov 
UW wOnoerat. 


breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner. 


14. I tell you, this man 
went down to his house 
justified rather than the 
other: for every one that 
exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. 
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God look at me erring 
one. 


14. So I tell you, the 
infidel returned more 
delivered than the Or- 
thodox; for ne who ex- 
alts himself shall be 
abased, and he who 
humbles himself shall 
be exalted. 


The Orthodox does not consider the deliverance neces- 
sary for himself and could not be freed from anything. 
The infidel wished to be freed from error and confessed 
it, and so was freed from it. 


14. Tére mpocépyov- 
rac avrm ol pabyral 
"Iwdvvov, éyorTes, Ata- 
Tl nets xal ol Papiocaior 
ynorevouev woNXd, ol dé 
pabnral cov ov vynarev- 
oUet; 

15. Kal elwev avrots 
6 'Inoots, Mh dv¥vavrac 
ol vlol Tov vounddvos trev- 
Getv, €p B8cov per adradv 
éoriv 6 vuudlos ; édevoov- 
rat 6é nuépar ray arap- 
69 dr adrdv 6 vupdlos, 
kal rére ynorevoouciy. 


Matt. ix. 14. Then 
came to hiin the disci- 
no of John, saying, 

Yhy do we and _ the 
Pharisees fast oft, but 
thy disciples fast not ? 


15. And Jesus. said 
unto them, Can the chil- 
dren of the bridecham- 
ber mourn, as long as 
the bridegroom is with 
them ? but the days will 
come, when the bride- 
rroom shall be taken 

rom them, and then 
shall they fast. 


14, Then the disciples 
of John walked up to 
him and said, Why do 
we and the Orthodox 
fast oft, but thy disci- 
ples do not fast ? 


15. And Jesus said to 
them, The guests cannot 
mourn at the wedding, 
as long as the bride- 

room is with them. 

hen the bridegroom is 
not there, they mourn. 


The words about the bridegroom are obscure, for 


there is no explanation of what is to be understood 
by the bridegroom. In the parable of the ten virgins 
life is to be understood by the bridegroom, and then, 
by giving the same meaning of life to the word bride- 
groom, the meaning of the utterance will be this, that 
there is no cause for mourning as long as there is life 
in man; one ought to mourn and fast only when life is 
gone. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE GARMENTS AND THE WINE 


36. "EdXeye dé xa 
wapapodny mpds avrous, 
“Ore ovddels éwibdAnua 
inariov kacvod émipadre 
éwi iudriuv madady: el 
dé prye, cai 7d Kacvory 
oxiger, Kal T@ wadap ov 
cupdmwret ériSrynua 7d 
aro Tov Kacvou. 

37. Kal ovdels Badrec 
olvov véov els daxovs 
wanawus: ef dé rye, 
pyter 6 véos olvos rovs 
aoxovs, kal auros éxxu- 
Ohjoerat, Kal ol doxol 
drroovrrat: 

38. "AAA olvoy vdor 
els doxovs Kkatvovs BAn- 
téov, xal aupdrepot cum 
TNpovyTat. 


Luke v. 36. And he 
spake also a parable 
unto them; No man put- 
teth a piece of a new 
garment upon an old; 
if otherwise, then both 
the new maketh a rent, 
and the piece that was 
taken out of the new 
aEreoen not with the 
old. 


37. And no man put- 
teth new wine into old 
bottles; else the new 
wine will burst the bot- 
tles, and be spilled, and 
the bottles shall perish. 


8. But new wine must 
yut into new bottles; 


3 
be 
and both are preserved. 


Luke v. 39 is not clear. 
Luke iv. 33-37. These verses may be printed in the 


addition. 


36. No man tears a new 
garment, in order to put 
a pew patch on an old 
garment, for it will tear 
the new, and the old will 
be of no use. 


37. And no man puts 
new wine into old bot- 
tles; else the bottles will 
burst, and the wine will 
run out, and the bottles 
will be lost. 


38. But new wine must 
pee pe into new bottles; 
and both are preserved. 


The prediction and expulsion of the unclean 


spirit and the repetition of what Christ has been teach- 
ing, and that the fame of him has spread, have no signifi- 
cance. The same is true of the following verses: Luke 
iv. 88-41; Mark i. 35-39; Matt. viii. 18; Luke viii. 
26-40; Luke v. 17-26; Mark v. 22-43; Matt. ix. 
27-34. 


CHRIST'S PREACHING 


15. Kat adrds édl- ‘ ee oe i ate he he And ae nen in 
a aught in eir syna- the assemblies and was 
Sackev év Tais ovra- ited respected by all. 


ues, bein lo 
ywyais abrav, dotate Bee? CON Br 


pevos urd wdvrwp. 

42. Kal #dOov ws 
avrov, xal  Karetyov 
abrov Tov ph ropeverGac 
dm’ alti. 

43. “O 6é ele mpds 


1 ee - 
atrovs, Ort xal rais 


42. And came. unto 
him, and stayed him, 
that he should not de- 
part from them. 


42. The people held 
him back, that he should 
not depart from them. 


43. And he said unto 
them, I must. preach the 
kingdom of God to other 


43. But he said to 
them, I must preach the 
true good to others also, 
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érépats méNeow evayye- 
Noacbal pe det rip 
Bacidelay rot Oeov-: dre 
els ToUTo améoradpat. 

14. “Iva mAnpwOQ 7d 
pndév bia ‘Hoatov roi 
mw popyrou, NéyorTos, 

15. ‘19 ZaBovAwy cai 
77 Nepdarelu, oddv Ga- 
Adoons wépay Tod ’lop- 
Odvov, TartAtala tov 
EOvwy, 

16. ‘O Aads 6 KabApe- 
vos év oxérecelde pas 
péya, Kal rots KaOnuévors 
év xwpg kal oxia Oavd- 


Tov, pws davéredrev 
auvrots.’ 
17. “Orws = mdnpw7 


7d pnOev ba ‘Hoatov 
Tov wpopytov, A€yorTos, 

18. *"Id0d 6 rats you, 
8v ypérica’ 6 ayamrnrés 
pov, els by evddknoev 7 
Wuxh ovr Ohow 7d 
wvetud pou éx avrov, 
kal Kplow rots EOveow 
dmayyeNet: 

19, Ovdx €ploe, ovdé 
Kpavydoe ovdé akovoet 
ris év Tais wharelars THY 
Qwrhy avrov. 

20. KddXapov curre- 
Tpiuspévoy ov Karedter, 
kal Nivoy ruddbuevoy ob 
oBéser, ws av éxBddry 
els vixos rhv xplocy. 

21° Kal év r@ dvb- 
pare avrod e6vn éd- 
mover.” 

1. Kat d’Incois dve- 
Xdpynoe pera TaY pabn- 
Tay a’rov rpds THY Od- 
Aacoay: Kal rodv rrHO0s 
drd rs Tadcvalas 7Ko- 
ovOncay avrw, kal awd 
ris lovdalas, 

8. Kal dd ‘Iepoco- 
Auuwy, Kal dard THs 


cities also: for therefore 
am I sent. 


Matt. iv. 14. That it 
might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias 
the prophet, saying, 

15. The land of Zabu- 
jon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, by the way 
of the sea, beyond Jor- 
dan, Galilee of the Gen- 
tiles ; 


16. The people which 
sat in arkness saw 
great light; and to them 
which sat in the region 
and shadow of death 
light i8 sprung up. 
(isaiah ix. 1, 2.) 


Matt. xii. 17. That it 
might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Ksaias 
the prophet, saying, 

18. Behold my servant, 
whom I have chosen; 
iny beloved, in whom 
my soul is well pleased : 
1 will put my Spirit 
upon him, and he shall 
shew judgment to the 
Gentiles. 


19. He shall not strive, 
nor cry; neither shall 
any man hear his voice 
in the streets. 


20. A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and 
smoking flax shall he 
not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto 
victory. 


21. And in his name 
shall the Gentiles trust. 
(Isaiah xlii. 1-3.) 


Mark itt. 7. But Jesus 
withdrew himself with 
his disciples to the sea: 
and a great multitude 
from Galilee followed 
him, and from Judea, | 


8. And from Jerugsa- 
lem, and from Idumea, 
and from beyond Jor- 
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for I am intended for 
that. 


14. And the word of 


the prophet Isaiah was 
fulfilled. 
16. In the pagan coun- 


tries the people walked 
in darkness and saw a 
preat light; to them who 

ad lived in the dark- 
ness of death, a new 
light sprung up. 


17. So that also another 
yrophecy of the prophet 
salah was fulfilled. 


18. Here is my child 
whom I love, my beloved 
one, in whom my soul is 
pleased. I have put my 
spirit in him, that he 
may show the truth to 
the nations. 


19. He does not quar- 
rel, nor cry; and his 
voice is not heard in the 
streets. 


20. He will not break 
a bruised reed, and will 
not put out the light 
when it foes out, so that 
the truth may vanquish 
the lie. 


21. In him is all the 
hope of men. 


7. Then Jesus went to 
the sea. 


8. And a great multi- 
tude followed him from 
Galilee, and from Judea 
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"Tdoupalas, xal mépay 
Tov lopddvov- xal oi rrepl 
Tvpoy kai Zcd@va, rr7- 
Bos woNd, dxovoarres ca 
éroie:, FAGov wpds avroy. 

35. Kal wepijyev 6 
"Inoots tas roves raoas 
Kal ras kwuas, d:ddoxwy 
év rais cuvaywyais av- 
Tay, Kal Knpvoowv 7d 


dan; and they about 
Tyre and Sidon, a great 
multitude, when they 
had heard what great 
things he did, came 
unto him. 


Matt. 
Jesus went about al) 
the cities and villages, 
teaching in their at Aan 
gogues, and preaching 


ix. 35. And 
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and from Idumea, and 
from Jerusalem, and 
from beyond the Jor- 
dan, anc eople from 
Tyre and Sidon. 


35. And he went about 
the cities and villages 
proclaiming in the as- 
semblies the announce- 
ment about the true 


the gospel of the king- good of the kingdom of 
dom. 


; e eaven, 
evayyé\voy «THs §6Baci- 
Aelas. 


THE NEW WORSHIP IN THE SPIRIT BY WORKS. 
THE REJECTION OF THE JEWISH GOD 


And Jesus showed to all people that the former wor- 
ship was a he, and that God ought to be served by works 
and by compassion toward men. 

He happened on a Sabbath to walk with his disciples 
across a field. On their way the disciples plucked some 
ears of corn, and rubbed them in their hands, and ate 
them. 

The Pharisees, the Orthodox, saw that, and said, It is 
not proper to do that on a Sabbath. It is not lawful to 
work on a Sabbath, but you rub the ears. Jesus heard 
that, and said to them, If you understood what-is meant 
by the words said by God to the prophet, I rejoice in the 
love of men among themselves, and not in the sacrifices 
which they bring me, you would not be condemning the 
innocent. The Sabbath has not been established by God, 
but by man, consequently man is more important than 
the Sabbath. 

It happened another time on a Sabbath that, as Jesus 
was teaching in an assembly, a sick woman went up to 
him and asked him to help her. 

And Jesus began to treat her. Then a lawyer, an 
elder of the assembly, grew angry at Jesus for it and said 
to the people, In the law of God it is written, Six days in 
the week are for work, but on the Sabbath God has not 
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permitted men to work. Thereupon Jesus asked the 
lawyers and the Pharisees, Is it according to you not 
permitted to aid a man on a Sabbath ? 

And they did not know what to say. | 

Then Jesus said, Does not each one of you untie the 
cattle from the stall and take them to drink on a Sabbath ? 
Or if one of your sheep should fall into a well, would you 
not run quickly to pull it out on a Sabbath? And is not 
a man much better than a sheep? What, then, according 
to you, is a man to do on a Sabbath, good or evil? To 
save the soul or to let it perish? One must always do 
good, even on a Sabbath. 

Pharisees and lawyers came to Jesus from Jerusalem. 
And they saw that his disciples and he himself were 
eating bread together, with unwashed hands. And the 
scribes began to condemn them, because they themselves 
lived strictly as of old, washing their vessels, and without 
washing them they would not eat. Nor would they eat 
upon returning from the market, unless they first washed 
their hands. 

And the lawyers asked him, Why do you not live 
according to the old customs, and why do you take and 
eat bread with unwashed hands? And he said to them, 
Well has the prophet Isaiah said of you. (rod had said 
to him, Because these people cling to me only with words, 
and worship me only with their mouths, while their 
hearts are far from me, and because their fear of me is 
only a human command, which they have learned by 
heart, I will make a wonderful, unusual work over this 
people. The wisdom of their wise men shall disappear, 
and the reason of their thinking men shall be obscured. 
Woe to them who bestir themselves to conceal their 
desires from the Eternal One, and who do their works in 
the dark. Even so you omit that which is important 
in the law, that which is the commandment of God, and 
observe your own commandments, which is, to wash the 
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cups. Moses said to you, Honour your father and your 
mother, and who will not honour his father or mother 
shall be put to death, but you have invented what any one 
may say, I give to God what my parents have given, and 
fail to provide for your father or mother. Thus you 
destroy the commandments of God by human enactments. 
You do many such things. 

And Jesus called all the people, and said, Listen all, 
and understand, There is nothing in the world which, 
going into man, can defile him, but that which comes out 
of him will defile a man. Let there be love and mercy in 
thy heart, and then all will be pure. Try to understand 
that. 

And when he returned home, his disciples asked him 
what those words meant. And he said, Have you really 
not comprehended them? I)o you not understand that 
nothing external and carnal can defile a man, because 
it enters not his soul, but his belly. It enters the belly, 
and with the excrements comes out of the back. Only 
that can defile a man which comes out of his soul, for 
from a man’s soul come: fornication, lust, murder, theft, 
selfishness, malice, cheating, impudence, envy, pride, and 
every foolishness. All that evil comes out of the soul, 
and this alone can defile a man. 

Jesus teaches the people that a new life has begun and 
that God is in the world upon earth, and this he tells 
everybody, and he tells his disciples that between man 
and God there is always a communion. This he teaches 
to all. And all are delighted with his teaching, because 
he teaches differently from the lawyers. The lawyers 
teach men that they must obey the laws of God, but 
he teaches them that they are free. 

After that the passover came, and Jesus went to 
Jerusalem, where he entered the temple. 

In the hall of the temple there were cattle, cows, oxen, 
and sheep, and baskets with doves, and behind counters 
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sat changers with money. All that was necessary for the 
offerings to God. The animals were killed and sacrificed 
in the temple, and the money was offered there. In that 
consisted the prayers of the Jews. 

Jesus entered the temple, plaited a whip, and drove all 
the cattle out of the hall, and let out all the doves, and 
scattered all the money. 

And he commanded that no one should carry those 
things into the temple. He said, the prophet Isaiah has 
said, the house of God is not the temple in Jerusalem, 
but the whole world of God’s people. And the prophet 
Jeremiah has also said to you, Do not believe the lying 
words that here is the house of the Eternal One, the 
house of the Eternal One, the house of the Eternal One. 
Do not believe that, but mend your life, do not judge 
falsely, do not oppress the stranger, the widow, and the 
orphan, do not spill innocent blood, and do not come into 
the house of the name of God, and do not say, Now we 
can calmly commit evil things. Do not make of my 
house a den of robbers. 

And the Jews began to dispute, and+they said to him, 
If thou prohibitest our prayer and our image of God, 
what kind of prayer wilt thou give ? 

And turning to them, Jesus said, Abandon this temple, 
and in three days I will call to life a new, a living 
temple to God. 

And the Jews said, How canst thou make at once a 
new temple, since it took forty-six years to build this 
one ? 

And Jesus said, I am speaking to you about what is 
more important than the temple. You would not be 
speaking thus, if you understood the words of the 
prophet, I, God, do not rejoice in your sacrifices, but in 
your love among yourselves. The living temple is the 
whole world of the men of God, when they love each 
other. 
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And then many people in Jerusalem believed in what 
he spoke. 

But he himself did not believe in anything external, 
because he knew everything which was in man. 

He did not need to have any one to teach him about 
man, for he knew that the spirit of God was in man. 

And the lawyers and the elders heard all that and 
sought how they might work his ruin, but they were 
afraid of him because all the people marvelled at his 
teaching. 

And Jesus went again from Judea to Galilee. And it 
happened that he had to pass through Samaria. He was 
going past a Samaritan village, Sychar by name, near the 
place which Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 
well was there. Jesus was tired from his journey, and 
he sat down near the well; but his disciples went to the 
town to buy bread. 

And there comes a woman from Sychar to fetch water. 
Jesus asks her to give him to drink. 

She says to him, How is it thou askest me to give 
thee to drink? You Jews do not have dealings with us 
Samaritans, 

And he says to her, If thou knewest me and knewest 
what it is I teach, thou wouldst not say that, but wouldst 
give me to drink, and I, too, would give thee living water. 
He who drinks of this water will want to drink again, 
but he who drinks of my water will be satisfied for ever, 
and this water of mine will lead him to life eternal. 

The woman understood that he was speaking of divine 
things, and said to him, I saw that thou art a prophet 
and want to teach me; but how canst thou teach me 
divine things since thou art a Jew, and I a Samaritan? 
Our people pray to God in this mountain, and you Jews 
say that it is necessary to pray in Jerusalem. Thou 
canst not teach me divine things, because you have one 
God, and we another. 
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Then Jesus said to her, Believe me, woman, the time 
ig near when neither in this mountain nor at Jerusalem 
will they pray to the Father. You pray to him whom 
you do not know, but we pray to the Father whom it is 
impossible not to know. 

And the time has arrived and is already here when the 
true worshippers of God will worship the Father in the 
spirit and with deeds. The Father needs such wor- 
shippers. God is spirit, and he ought to be worshipped 
in spirit and with deeds. 

The woman did not make out what he was telling her, 
and she said, I have heard that a messenger of God will 
come, the one who is called the anointed. He will tell 
everything. 

And Jesus said to her, I who am talking with thee am 
he. Wait for nothing else. 

After that Jesus came into the land of Judea, and 
there he lived with his disciples, and purified. 

At that time John purified men near Salim in the river 
Enon, for John had not yet been cast into prison. 

And there arose a dispute between the disciples of John 
and those of Jesus as to which was better, John’s purifi- 
cation in water, or the teaching of Jesus. 

And they came to John, and said to him, Now thou 
purifiest with water, but Jesus teaches only, and all men 
goto him. What dost thou say about it? 

And John said, A man cannot teach of himself, if God 
does not instruct him. Whoever speaks of earth is 
earthly ; and whoever speaks from God, is from God. 

It is impossible to prove in any way whether words 
that are spoken are from God or not from God. God is 
spirit. He cannot be measured nor proved. He who 
understands the words of God by that proves that he has 
comprehended God. 

At one time Jesus saw a farmer of taxes collecting 
taxes. His name was Matthew. Jesus spoke with him, 
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and Matthew understood him and liked his teaching and 
invited him to his house, and entertained him. 

When Jesus came to Matthew, there came also Mat- 
thew’s friends, tax-collectors and corrupt people. Jesus 
did not loathe them, but sat down himself with his disci- 
ples. And the lawyers and Pharisees saw that and said 
to the disciples of Jesus, How is it your teacher is feast- 
ing with tax-collectors and corrupt men? Jesus heard 
that, and said, He who boasts of being well does not 
need a physician, but he who is sick needs one. For 
this reason I do not wish to convert those who regard 
themselves as just, thinking that they are living in the 
truth, but teach those who think that they are living in 
sin. 

While he was sitting in Matthew’s house, there came a 
city woman, who was a whore. She had heard that 
Jesus was in Matthew’s house, and came thither, and 
brought a vial with perfume. And she knelt down at 
his feet, and wept, and washed his feet with her tears, 
and wiped them with her hair, and poured the perfume 
out of the vial upon them. 

Matthew saw that, and thought, He is hardly a 
prophet; if he were really a prophet, he would know 
what manner of woman is washing his feet; he would 
know that she is a whore, and would not permit her to 
touch him. 

Jesus divined it, and turned around to Matthew, and 
said, Matthew, shall I tell thee what I think ? 

Tell me, he said. 

And Jesus said, Listen. Two men considered them- 
selves debtors of the same master: one to the amount of 
five hundred pence, and the other of fifty. And neither 
the one nor the other had any money to pay his debt. 
The master forgave both. Well, according to thy judg- 
ment, which of them will love the master and tend on 


him ? 
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And Matthew said, of course, the one who owes most. 

Jesus pointed to the woman, and said, Even thus it 
is with this woman. Thou considerest thyself a small 
debtor. I came to thy house, and thou didst not give me 
water with which to wash my feet, while she washes 
them with her tears and dries them with her hair. 

Thou didst not kiss me, but she kisses my feet. Thou 
didst not give me oil with which to anoint my head, but 
she is rubbing costly ointments on my feet. He who 
thinks that he has nothing to be forgiven does not love. 
He who thinks that he is very guilty loves much. But 
for love everything is forgiven. 

And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven thee. And 
Jesus said, the whole thing is what each considers himself 
to be. He who considers himself to be good will not be 
good, and who considers himself bad is good. 

Two men once came to the temple to pray, one of them 
a Pharisee, the other an infidel. 

The Pharisee prayed like this, I thank thee, O Lord, 
that I am not as other men are, neither stingy, nor a 
cheat, nor a debauchee, nor such a worthless man as this 
tax-collector. I fast twice a week, and of my possessions 
I give away a tithe. 

But the infidel stood at a distance and did not dare to 
look up to heaven, and only struck his breast with his 
hands, and kept saying, O Lord, look down upon me, 
worthless man ! 

Well? The infidel was forgiven more than the Phari- 
see, because whoever exalts himself shall be humbled, 
and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 

After that John’s disciples came to Jesus, and said, 
Why do we and the lawyers fast much, while thou and 
thy disciples do not fast? And Jesus said to them, As 
long as the bridegroom is at the wedding no man mourns. 
Only when the bridegroom is not there do they mourn. 
If there is life there is no need of mourning. 
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And Jesus said also this, No one tears off a piece of a 
new garment to sew it on an old garment, for the new 
garment will be torn and the old one will not be mended. 
So we cannot accept your fasts. And we cannot pour 
new wiue into old bottles, for the bottles will be torn, 
and the wine will run out. New wine has to be put in 
new bottles, and then both will be preserved. 

And after that a Pharisee came to him, and called him 
to lunch at his house. He went in and sat down at the 
table. The Pharisee observed that he did not wash before 
lunch, and was surprised. Jesus said to him, Pharisees, 
you wash all the time from without, but are you clean 
from within? Be merciful to men, and everything will 
be clean. 

And the fame spread about Jesus, and he was re- 
spected by all, so that the people kept him that he might 
not go away from them. But he said that he came to 
announce the goud not only to one city, but to all men. 
And he went on to the sea. 

And a large multitude followed him from various 
cities. And he helped all. And he walked through 
cities and villages, everywhere announcing the kingdom 
of heaven and freeing men from all sufferings and vices. 

Thus in Jesus Christ were fulfilled the prophecies of 
Isaiah, namely, that the people who had lived in darkness, 
in the darkness of death, saw the light; that he who re- 
ceived this light of truth will do no ‘violence and no 
harm to men; that he is meek and humble; that, in 
order to bring truth to men in the world, he does not dis- 
pute and cry; that his loud voice is not heard; that he 
will not break a straw and will not blow out a night 
candle, and that the whole hope of men is in him. 


CHAPTER III. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD. CHRIST'S TESTIMONY CONCERNING 


2. ‘'O de’ Iwdvvns dxov- 
cas évy TH Secuwrnply 
ra épya tov Xpiroi, 
méuwas do Tay want wy 
avrov, 

3. Ebrevairg, Dd ld 
épx duevos, f Erepov wpoc- 
OOK WLEY ; 


JOHN 


Matt. xi. 2. Now when 
John had heard in the 
srison the works of 
Yhrist,e he sent twoo of 
his disciples, 


3. And said unto him 
Art thou he that should 
come, or do we look for 
another? 


(a) Many texts read of Jesus. 


(6) Many texts have d&a@ instead of dvo. 


2. John heard in the 
prison about the works 
of Jesus, and through 
his disciples he said to 
him, 


3. Art thou he that 
should come, or shall we 
look for another? 


Aca is better, 


because the number of disciples 1s unnecessary. 


John in the wilderness preached the kingdom of God, 


and said after him would come the one who was mightier 
than he, and would renovate by the spirit. Hearing of 
Jesus’ works, John sends to find out whether he was 
that person, or whether another would come, that. is, 
whether Jesus is fulfilling his two predictions, the an- 
nouncement of the establishment of the kingdom and of 
the renovation by the spirit. 


4. Kal dwroxpibels 4 
"Inoots elrev adbrots, ITo- 
evdévres drraryyeldare 
Iwdvvy & dkovere xal 
Brérere- 

5. Tugddol  dvafdé- 
mwouct, kal ywrol mepima- 
Totes: empol xaGapl- 


Matt. vi. 4. Jesus an- 
swered and said unto 
them, Go and shew John 
again those things 
which ye do hear and 
gee: 


5. The blind receive 
their sight, and the lame 
walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf 
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4. And in reply Jesus 
said to them, Go and 
tell John those things 
which you hear and see. 


5. The blind see, the 
lame walk, the deaf hear, 
the impure are cleansed 
the dead wake up, an 
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govrat, kal xwool dxov- hear, te cont are Fe teee the peor learn of their 
. up, and the poor have good. 
over: vexpol €yelporrat, the gospel preached? to 
Kal wrwyol evayyeAlfor- them. 
Tal’ 
6. Kal paxdpids éo~ 6. And blessed is he, 6. And happy is he 


tiv, 6s édv uy oxavdanrl- bahar eh be not be whe will not renounce 
oOy év épol, 


(a) oxavdanrilev év tir means to be offended by one, and 
to renounce one. Matt. xiii. 57; xvii. 27; xxvi. 31. In 
reply to John’s question, Art thou he who will come and 
reveal the kingdom of heaven, he says, Tell them that 
happy are all those who do not turn away from me. 

(6) rwrwyot evayyertCovraz. In Luke and Matthew 
these words stand last. Everywhere this is translated by 
the good 1s announced to the poor. The meaning of the 
translation is almost correct, but the translation itself is 
not quite correct. In Luke xvi. 16 it says 7 Baovrea 
Tov Geod evaryyertferar and that is not translated by the 
gospel 1s preached to the kingdom, but by the kingdom of 
God 1s preached. Thus here it ought to be translated by 
the poor are evangelized, that is, the poor receive the an- 
nouncement of the good, or the poor learn of their good. 
On the other hand, these words express the same as 
what is said in the words, Blessed are the poor; in 
Matthew and in Luke these words stand last, showing 
thus that the whole essence of the matter is in them. 
And it must not be forgotten that all the subsequent dis- 
course only develops and explains this idea about the 
blessedness of the poor in contradistinction to the rich 
Pharisees and lawyers. 


The words from Luke vii. 21 are evidently put in as an 
explanation of the intelligible words about the blind 
seeing, etc. 

John asks, Dost thou announce the kingdom which 
was preached by the prophet Isaiah (xxv. 5; lxi. 1), and 
of which I said that it is at hand, and that for its attain- 
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ment nothing but the purification by the spirit is needed ? 
And Jesus replies, Go and tell him what you see, namely, 
that men are now blessed in the spirit. What Isaiah has 
prophesied is fulfilled: all men are blessed in the spirit. 
The poor have learned of blessedness. 


7. Totrwv dé mropevo- 
pévuwv, Hptaro 6 ‘Inaoids 
Aéyerw Tots SxAots sreEpl 
"Iwdvvov, Tl é&)dOere 
eis rhv Epnuov Oedca- 
o0at; Kd\apov vod avé- 
pou gaNevdpuevoy ; 

8. "AdAa Th efpdOere 
(Sety; AvOpwrrov év uada- 
kots luarlos Audrerpeé- 
you; (ov, ol TA parakd 
gopovyres év Tois olkots 
Truv Baciréwv eloiv. 

9. "Ada rl é&jdAOere 
iSetv; mpopirnv; val, 
Aéyw vulv, Kal mrepiood- 
TEpov MpophT ov: 

10. Otros ydp éore 
mepl ov yéyparrat, 
‘"Tdod, éyw amocrédd\w 
rov dyyedby pov mpd 
wpogwmrov gov, ds kaTa- 
oxevdce. THY 656y cov 
gum poo bev cov:’ 

11. “Auhy Adyw vyir, 
Ovx eyhyeprar év yevyn- 
rots ‘yuvackay pelfwy 
"Iwdyvvov rod Barriorob: 
6 5 puxpdrepos ev TH 
Bacitela Trav ovpayay 
pelfwy avrov éoriv, 


Matt. vi. 7 And as 
they departed, Jesus 
began to say unto the 
multitudes concerning 
John, What went ye out 
into the wilderness to 
see? A reed shaken 
with the wind? 


8. But what went ye 
out for to see? A man 
clothed in soft raiment? 
behold, they that wear 
soft clothing are in 
kings’ houses. 


9. But what went ye 
out for to see? A 
prophet? yea, I say unto 
you, and more than a 
prophet. 


10, For this is he, of 
whom it is wtitten, Be- 
hold, I send my mes- 
senger before thy face, 
which shall prepare ae 
way before thee. (Mal. 
iii. 1.) 


11. Verily I say unto 
you, Among them that 
are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist: 
notwithstanding, he 
that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 


7 When they went 
away, Jesus began to 
talk to the multitudes 
concerning John, What 
did you go to*see in 
the wilderness? A reed 
shaken in the wind? 


8. Or what else did you 
go out to see? A man 
clothed in rich raiment? 
Here they are before 
you, those who wear 
rich raiment and live in 
ease, — they live in pal- 
aces. 

9. So what did you go 
out to see? A ie} asi 
Verily, I shall tell you 
about what is greater 
than a prophet. 


10. This is he, of whom 
it is written, I send a 
messenger before thy 
face; he shall prepare 
the way before thee, 


11. Verily I tell you, 
No greater man has been 
born of a woman than 
John the Baptist. The 
least here is there, 
in the kingdom of God, 
greater than all. 


(a) Aéyo piv, al repcodtepov mpopyrov I will tell 
you what is greater than a prophet. 
(b) Generally the words o d€ pixpotepos ev tn Bactrela 
TOV ovpavav meiCwv avTov eotiy are translated by the least 


in the kingdom of God ts greater than he. 


This translation 


is incorrect, because the least in the kingdom of God is 
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opposed to the greatest in something else. It ought to 
be: the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he who is not in the kingdom. This translation is incor- 
rect chiefly because it violates the meaning of everything 
which precedes and which follows. It has just been said 
that John is greater than all men, and suddenly he is 
less than the least in the kingdom of heaven, whereas 
Jesus preaches only the kingdom of heaven for all; avrod 
is here an adverb and means there, and then the meaning 
is connected with the rest of the discourse. 

John is less, more insignificant than all, according to 
the judgment of men; he is a beggar. But it says that 
the most insignificant is the greatest in the kingdom of 
God; the same is many times repeated in the “gospels, 
beginning with the sermon where it says that blessed are 
the poor, and not the rich. Besides, the words puxpes, 
wéyas, as used in the gospels, have to be translated not 
by small and great, but by inszgnificant, low, and impor- 
tant, high. 


Luke xvt. 16. The law 
and the prophets were 
until John: since that 
time the kingdom of 


16. The law and the 
yrophets were before 
John. Since that time 
the kingdom of God has 


16. ‘O vduos xai ol 
ampop7nra: tws “Iwdvvov: 
ard rére 4 Bacirela Tov 


Geou evaryyeAlferar, Kal 
was els aurny Bidterac. 

13. Wdvres ydp ol 
mpopyra: Kal 6 vduos 
Ews Ilwdvvou mpoephrev- 
gay: 

14. Kal ef Oédere 
défacGar, avréds éoruv 
"HAlas 6 wédXwy Epxeo- 
Oa. 


God is preached, and 
every man presseths into 
it 


Matt, ri. 13. For all 
the prophets and the 
law prophesied? until 
John. 


14, And if ye wil) re- 
ceive it, this is Elias, 
which was for to come. 


been preached and every 
man passes into it e 
cording to his pede dea 

13, Forall the prophe 
and the law before john 
expressed the will of 
God. 


14. If 
him as 
to come, 


ou will, receive 
lijah, who was 


(2) In Matthew xi. 12 it says, From the days of John 


the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. In Luke it 
says, Kal was eis avtny Bratera, that is, pushes his way 
in as if by force in a crowd. Therefore, choosing Luke’s 
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version, which is more exact, I render the word SBialopat 
by to enter according to his power. 

(b) mpodnrevw means to have the power of prophecy, to 
express the will of God. 


What is said is that the law and all the prophets 
expressed the will of God before John. All that came 
to an end with John. From his time on the kingdom of 
God is taken by internal effort, and so everything which 
was said before the coming of Elijah has to be abandoned. 
If you think that Elijah must come before the coming of 
God, you may regard John as having come in the place 
of Elijah. 

Matt. xi. 15. He that 15. He who wants to 


hath ears to hear, let understand will under- 
him hear. stand. 


15. ‘O é&ywy 
dxovery dxovérw . 


ora 


This expression is three times repeated in Matthew, 
and each time in those passages where the words may 
have a double meaning. This expression is a warning 
that the words are not to be taken coarsely, but in a 


transferred sense. 


29. Kal mas 6 dads 
dxovoas cal ol Tredwvar 
éSixalwoav Tov Gedy, 
Barricbévres 1d Bar- 
rigpa 'lwdvvov- 

30. Ob 5@ Papiator 
Kalol voucxol r}v BovrAny 
Tov Geot HOérynoay ets 
éauvrovs, uy BamrrTicbév- 
res Ur avrod. 

31. Elie 5¢ 6 Kupvos, 


Tiw of ouordow rods 


dvOpwirous Tis ‘yeveds 
ratrns; xal riw eloly 
Spsorot ; 


32. “Oporol elo racdl- 
ots Tois év dyopa KaOnpeé- 
pos, Kal mpoodwvovow 
ArAAHAos, Kal Adyoue., 


Luke vii. 29. And all 
the people that heard 
him, and the publicans, 
justified God, being bap- 
tized with the baptism 
of John. 


30. But the Pharisees 
and lawyers rejected the 
counsel of God against 
themselves, being not 
baptized of him. 


31. And the Lord said, 
Whereunto then shall I 
liken the men of this 
generation ?s and to what 
are they like? 


32. They are like unto 
children sitting in the 
market-place, and call- 
ing one to another, and 
saying, We have piped 


29. And all the rabble 
heard him and the tax- 
collectors justified God, 
having been purified by 
John’s purification. 


30. But the Pharisees 
and lawyers rejected 
the counsel of God, not 
being purified by John. 


31. And Jesus said, To 
whom are the men of 
this tribe to be likened? 


32. They are like little 
children. The children 
sit in the street and 

rattle with one another. 

hey say, We are play- 
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HvrAtoauer vytv, Kal 
ovK woxhoacbe edpnri- 
oamey vty, Kal ovK 
éx\avoare. 

33. "“Edp vee yap 
"Iwdvyns 6 Barticrhs 
wATe Aprov éoblwy uhre 
olvov wivwy, kai déyere, 
Aawubuor eye: 

3d. "EdAvbev 6 vlds 
rov dvOpwrov écbiwv Kal 
mivwy, Kal Néyere, 'Tdov 
&vipwiros payos xal olvo- 
wérns, Tetwrar lros 
Kal aduaprwrwv, 

30. Kal édixacwOn 4 
godia dard twv Téxvwy 
auras wavrwy. 


unto you, and ye have 
not danced; we have 
mourned to you, and ye 
have not wept. 


33, For John the Bap- 
tist came neither eating 
bread nor. drinking 
wine; and ye say, He 
hath a devil. 


34. The Son of man is 
come eating and drink- 
ing; and ye say, Behold 
a gluttonous man, and a 
winebibber, a friend of 
publicans and sinners! 


35. But wisdom is jus- 
tified of all her chil- 
dren.® 
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ing, and you do not 
dance; we mourn, and 
you do not weep. 


33. John came, and he 
does not eat, nor drink, 
and you say, The devil 
is in him. 


34. The son of man 
comes and eats and 
drinks, and you say, He 
is an eating man and 
a drunkard, a _ friend 
of tax-collectors and of 
people who err. 


35. And wisdom is jus- 
tifled by its works. 


(a) Men of this tribe evidently refers to the Pharisees, 
(Lb) In many texts it reads épyov; the meaning is the 
same, but clearer, and so I choose épyov. 


The obscure place about the children becomes clear 


when it is referred to the Pharisees and lawyers, that is, 
to the rich proprietors in distinction from the rabble and 
despised tax-collectors. The idea is that, in order to find 
out God, the Pharisees and lawyers accept the teaching 
from one another. 


John v. 43. I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive 
me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will 
receive. 

44. How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 


They prattle like children in the street, and so marvel 
why they are not listened to and why they do not under- 
stand. But how are they to understand since they hear 
only themselves? They want to make merry, and John 
demands repentance and the rejection of wealth. They 
want fasts, the observance of the Sabbath, the rejection of 
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the sinners,— while Jesus orders neither fasts, nor the 
observance of the Sabbath, nor the rejection of the sinners. 


THE UPBRAIDING OF THE CITIES 


20. Tére Aptaro dvedliev ras m6- 
Aecs, €v als &yévovro al mretorar duvd- 
pecs aUTOU, Ore ov peTevdnoay: 

21. Oval gor, Xopagly, oval cor, 
ByOcaiddy: Sri el dv Tip cal Deddre 
éyévavro al duvdmes al yevduevar év 
buiv, mddar ay év odxnp Kal orodp 
perevdnoay. 

22. Iidjy Aéyw vulvy, Tipw kal 
ZidGu dvexrorepov ~crac ev Audpa 
xploews, A vty, 

23. Kal od, Karepvaodu, 4 &ws 
Tov ovpavol twheica, Ews adou Kara- 
BiBacOjon: Sri el €v ZoShuors éyévovro 
al duvduers al yevduevac év col, Euecvay 
av péx pi THS oHuEpov 

24. Why A6yw oultv, bre yy Todd- 
wy avextorepov Ecrar év tuépg xpl- 
gews, } col. 


Matt. xi. 20. Then began he to up- 
braid the cities wherein most of his 
mighty workse were done, because 
they repented not: 

21. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe 
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the 
mighty works, which were done in 
you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. 


22. But I say unto you, It shall be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the day of judgment, than for you. 


23. And thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the 
mighty works, which have been done 
in thee, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained? until this day. 


24. But I say unto you, That it shall 
be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment, than 
for thee. 


(a) Suvdpes is translated by miracle, a meaning which 


it never had. 


(b) éuevay refers to Sodom, though it stands in the 


plural and in context with dvvapes. 


Just so perevonoay 


in the 20th verse refers to some unknown persons, though 


in context with duvapes. 


These verses, translated as they are, not only fail to be 


instructive, but even make no sense. 


braid the cities ? 


Why does he up- 


If they did not believe his miracles, 


there evidently was no need of performing them, or he did 
not perform enough and did them badly. But even if he 
upbraids them for their unbelief of the miracles, what is 
meant by the words that if the same miracles were per- 
formed in Tyre and in Sidon as in Chorazin and Capernaum, 
they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes, and if the 
same were performed in Sodom as in Capernaum, it would 
have remained until this day ? 
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Besides, this translation does not connect with what 
precedes, nor with what follows. Suddenly, on the occa- 
sion of the explanation of John’s meaning and of the 
kingdom of heaven there begins a vituperation of the cities. 
Such is the meaning, or, rather, the absence of meaning. 
The translation is quite arbitrary, and nothing but an 
absurdity results from it. 

I have tried to translate differently, but I must confess 
even my translations do not remove all the difficulties, 
and so this passage, obscure as it is and containing 
neither a negation of what precedes or follows, nor any 


new meaning, must remain unintelligible. 


THE COMING OF 


20. Emepwrnéels 5é 
vrd THy Papicaiwy, wore 
Epxerar 7 Baoirela rod 
Qeov, amexplOn avrois, 
wal elwev, Ovx Epyerat 7 
Bacirela rov Oeov pera 
TAPAT npHTEWS’ 

21, Ovde épodorvy, 'T5ov 
mde, H, Id0d éxet. lov 
yap, 7 Baoirela rot Geov 
évros Uuwy éorev. 

25. Kat épotery tuiy, 
"Id00 de, 4, L500 exe? 
uh dréddOnre, unde diw- 


Enre. 

24. “Qowep yap 4 do- 
Tparh  dorpdrrovea 
éx ris br odpavdy eis 
thy iw obpavdy Aduret, 
obrws trrar cal 6 vids 
Tov dvOpwrov év 7 
nuépa av’rod. 


THE 


1. "Hy 3e dvOpwrros 
éx Trav Dapwalwy, Nixd- 
Snuos bvoua airy, dpxwy 
7@v 'lovdalwy. 


Luke arvii. 20. And 
when he was demanded 
of the Pharisees, when 
the kingdom of God 
should come, he an- 
swered them and said 
The kingdom of God 
cometh not with obser- 
vation: 


21. Neither shall they 
say, Lo here! or, lo 
there! for, behold, the 
ea gee of God ig 
within you. 

23. And they shall say 
to you, See here; or, see 
there: go notafter them, 
nor follow them. 


24. For as the light- 
ning, that lighteneth 
out of the one part un- 
der heaven, shineth unto 
the other part under 
heaven; so shall also 
the Son of man be in 
his day. 


John it. 1, There was 
tman of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews: 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


2%. And the Pharisees 
asked Jesus, When and 
how does the kingdom 
of God come? And he 
answered them, The 
kingdom of God does 
not come in such a way 
that it can be seen. 


21. And it cannot be 
said about it, Here it is, 
or, There it is, for the 
kingdom of (iod is with- 
in you. 

23. And they shall say 
to you, Here it has come, 
or, Here it is; do not go, 
do not run after it. 


24. For it shines sud- 
denly, like sheet light- 
ning in the sky; and so 
shall also be the son of 
man in his time. 


DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS 


1. There was a man,a 
Pharisee, named Nico- 
demus, a Jewish elder. 
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2. Otros HrAGe pds 
rov ‘Incotv vuxros, Kal 
elev abr@, Papi, ofda- 
bev Ore ard Geovd €dAjrv- 
@as diddoeKados: ovdels 
yap Taira Ta onpeia 
dvvarat moety & ov 
mows, éhy wh 7 6 Geds 
peer’ avrou. 

3. Amexplon 6 'Inoods 
kal elrev ai’ro, 'Auhy 
aunv rAé€yw co, Eav ph 
ris yevynOy AvwOev, od 
dvvarar idety Thy fa- 


2. The same came to 
Jesus by night, and said 
unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these 
miracies¢ that thou 
doest,> except God be 
with him. 


3. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be borne 
again,? he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 
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2. He came to Jesus at 
night, and said to him, 
Sir, we know that thou 
comest from God _ to 
teach, for no man would 
be able to prove it in 
such a way, if God were 
not with him. 


3. And Jesus replied 
to him, Verily, I tell 
thee, Only he who is not 
begotten by God from 
above can fail to under- 
stand what the kingdom 
of God is. 


otrelav Trou Qeov. 


(@) onuetov means a sign by which 
niced, 

(b) wovetv besides meaning to do, in connection with 
a noun expressing action loses its meaning and acquires 
the meaning of the action of the noun, for example, 
mpoGecw trovivy to make up the mind (Eph. iii. 11), 
0 mTroinoas TO éXeos to be merciful (Luke x. 37), and so 
forth. onpeta zrovety has to be translated by to prove. 

(c) yevvaouat to be begotten, to be born of the Father. 
The expression, To be born from above, means to be 
begotten by God the Father. 

(d) avobev from above, from him who is in heaven, 
Srom God, because later this word is exchanged for 
“from God.” To avoid obscurity, I translate it from 
heaven, that is, from the Eternal One. 


something 1s recog- 


To the words of Nicodemus, We know that thou art 
from God, and so forth, Jesus replies by speaking of the 
kingdom of God. The absence of any connection in 
Jesus’ answer and the words of Nicodemus has been 
noticed by all. But it seems to me that if the discourse 
with Nicodemus is to be understood as it is always under- 
stood, there is not only no connection between the words 
of Nicodemus and those of Jesus, but the words of Nico- 
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demus have absolutely no meaning, ask for no answer, 
and ought to be omitted as superfluous. 

The words of Nicodemus acquire a meaning only when 
we recall that to the words of Nicodemus ought to be 
added the following: How then sayest thou that no wor- 
ship and no temple is needed, and yet thou speakest of 
the kingdom of God ? 

Nicodemus sees that the teaching is just and important, 
but from everything which Jesus has said heretofore, he 
sees that he rejects the divine worship, and he fails to see 
how there can be a kingdom of God without the Jewish 
God who is worshipped in the temple. He does not com- 
prehend that, and in the night he comes all alone to 
Jesus and asks him, How is it thou teachest about the 
kingdom of God, and yet destroyest every relation to 
God? This meaning results from the preceding, the 
destruction of the temple, and from the following, 
the answer of Jesus, who speaks of what his God is, 
and what he understands by the words, “the kingdom 
of God.” 

It is evident that if the words which connected the 
remark of Nicodemus with Jesus’ answer, in relation to 
the Jewish God, ever existed, they were thrown out 
or changed by the copyists, who believed in the Jewish 
God. But even without these words the connection of 
the words is evident, if they are understood in the sense 
of what precedes. 

The teaching of Christ is expressed in his preaching 
of the kingdom of God; at the same time he rejects 
every execution of the law and the worship of the 
external God. 

The idea of Nicodemus is as follows: Thou preachest 
the kingdom of God, and yet deniest the Jewish God. 
What, then, is thy kingdom of God and thy God? And 
with the very first words Jesus says to Nicodemus, as 
it is written (Luke xvii. 23), that the kingdom of God 
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is always here, that it is within us, that it is impossible 
not to see the kingdom of God, that a man could only 
then fail to see the kingdom of God, if he were not begot- 
ten by God. The conventional form of the third and 
fifth verses does not signify that it is to begin from God 
and that man must try and be reborn from above and 
from the spirit, as the church understands it and as it has 
no sense, but that every man, for the very reason that 
he is a man, 1s inevitably begotten from above and from 


the spirit. 


4. Aéyer mpds atrov 
6 Nixddnuos, Ids duva- 
rat &vépwrros yevynOjvar 
yépwy Oy; ph Svvarar 
els THY Ko.Alay THS un- 
7 pds avrou devrepov elaed- 
Bety xal yerynOjvac ; 


John iit. 4. Nicode- 
mus saith unto him, 
How can a man be borne 
when he is old ? can he 
enter the second time 
into his mother’s womb, 
and be born ? 


4. And Nicodemus said, 
How can a man be begot- 
ten when heis old? He 
cannot enter a second 
time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born. 


(2) The meaning of yevvaopa: as to be begotten by the 


father is confirmed by these words of Nicodemus. 


Nico- 


demus says, Man was begotten before he was born, by 
the flesh from the father, how can he be begotten once 


more ? 


It is necessary to be destroyed and again to be begotten 


by God. 


Nicodemus, in his lack of comprehension, repeats word 
for word what the church says of Jesus’ procreation from 
Mary by the Holy Ghost in the sense of a carnal father. 


5. "AmexplOn 6 "In- 
gots, "Auny duhy Aéeyw 
oor, Kav uh tis yevynOn 
éf bdaros xal WIvevuaros, 
ov Stvara: eloedOetv els 
Thy Bacoirelav rov eo. 

6. Td yeyevynudvor éx 
THs oapkds odpt éore: 
kal rd yeyerynuévov éx 
Tov IIvevuaros mvetud 
ésTe. 


John iii, 3. Jesus an- 
swered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water« 
and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the king- 
dom of God. 


6. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 


5. And Jesus answered 
him, Verily, I tell thee, 
He who is not begotten 
by the flesh and also by 
the spirit cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. 


6. That which is begot- 
ten by the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is begot- 
ten by the spirit is spirit. 
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8. Td mwvetua S7rov 
Odder wet, Kal THY Pwvny 
aurov axoveis, GAN ovK 
oidas wddev Epyerat xal 
wou wurdye. obrws dori 
was 6 ‘yeyerynuévos éx 
rou ILvevuaros. 


8. The wind bloweth 
where? it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: 
so ig every one that is 
born of the Spirit. 
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8. The spirit blows 
wherever and whenever 
it pleases, and thou un- 
derstandest its voice, 
but canst not tell whence 
it comes, and whither it 
oes. So is every one 
that is begotten by the 
spirit. 


(a) USwp not only means water, but also the liquid part 
of the human body, liquid flesh. John xix. 34: And forth- 
with came there out blood and water. 

(6) 6vrov means indiscriminately where and when. 

I transpose verses eight and seven, because according 
to our manner of thought and of language it 1s more natu- 
ral first to give the explanation and then to add, And so 
do not wonder, than to say, as is said in John, That thou 
mightest not wonder at what I tell thee, and then give 
the explanation. 


7. Mh @Oauydons Gre 
elrdv cor, Act bas yerrn- 
Onvat Avwler, 


7. Marvel not that I . And so do not mar- 
said unto thee, ye must ser, because I have told 
be born again. thee that we must be 

begotten by God, 


The eighth verse has an important and profound mean- 
ing. And so has every word of this verse an important 
and profound meaning, and this meaning is not at all 
mysterious and mystical, but exceedingly clear, though 
profound. 

First it was said, in the third verse, that man must be 
begotten from heaven, that is, by God. When Nicode- 
mus understood this procreation in a carnal sense, Jesus 
said that besides the carnal procreation there is also a 
procreation by something else than the flesh. In order 
to express what this something other is, the word spirit 
is used. 

Now we get the explanation that in man there is flesh 
of flesh, and spirit of spirit; in the eighth verse he defines 
what is the principle of the carnal life, and says, The 
spirit, that is, that which is not fiecsh; blows, that 1s, 


WARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 169 
moves and lives where and when it pleases, that is, freely, 
independently of everything, by itself; and thou under- 
standest its voice, that is, rationally; but canst not tell 
whence it comes, and whither it goes, that is, outside 


cause and outside result, outside the law of causality. 
It is necessary to say, The spiritual principle lives 


freely, rationally, and outside of cause and purpose. 


Let 


them say it so that every man may understand it, and it 
is not possible to say it in any other way than it is said. 


9. “AmexplOn Nixddn- 
pos Kal elrev ait, Ids 
dvvarar Tavra yevécObat ; 

10. "Amexpi0n 6 'In- 
gous Kal elev avr@, Sv 
el 6 diddaKados Tov ‘Ic- 
panr, kal Tatra ov yuvw- 
OKELS ; 

11. "Aphy dphy Néyw 
got, 8ri & ofdayuev Aadov- 
pev, xal 6 éwpdKxapev 
HapTupoumev’ Kal THY 
apruplay nudy ov Aap- 
Bavere. 

12. El ra ériyea 
elrov vuty, Kal od m- 
orevere, was, éav elrw 
vucy ra éroupavia, mi- 
OTEVTETE ; 

13. Kal ovdels dvaBé- 
Byxev els Tov oblpavoy, el 
4} 6 €x Tov oUpavol KaTa- 
Bas, 6 vids Tov dv@purrou 
6 dv év rp ovpary. 


(a2) The question mark is unnecessary here. 


John tii, 9. Nicodemus 
answered and said unto 
him, How can these 
things be? 

10. Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Art thou 
a master of Israel, and 


knowest not these 
things ? 
11. Verily, verily, I 


say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and 
testify that we have 
seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. 


12. If I have told you 
earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shail 
ye believe, if I tell you 
of heavenly things ?> 


13. And no mane hath 
ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down 
from heaven, even the 
Son of mané¢ which is in 
heaven.¢ 


9, And Nicodemus said 
ou reply, How can that 
ye ? 


10. And Jesus” an- 
swered him, Thou art a 
teacher and dost not un- 
derstand these things. 


ll. Verily, I tell thee, 
We speak of what we 
know, and show what 
we have seen, but you 
do not receive’ the 
proofs of our testimony. 


12. I have told you of 
what is upon earth, and 
you do not believe; how, 
then, shall you believe, 
if I tell you of what is 
in heaven ? 


13. Fore no man has 
ascended heaven, but he 
that came down from 
heaven, the son of man, 
the one who isin heaven, 


Jesus 


says, Thou, as a teacher of Israel, of course, canst not 


know that. 


(b) ra émiyea and ta érrovpava are incorrectly trans- 
lated by earthly and heavenly things; they mean that 
which is on earth and wm heaven. 

(c) In many texts it is ovdeis 67. 
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(ad) Here we, for the first time, come across the expres- 
sion son uf man. In the verse about the Sabbath, where 
it said, The Sabbath was made by the son of man, this 
expression had the meaning simply of man. In the verse, 
The angels will ascend and descend, this expression may 
be taken simply in the sense of man, in the particular 
sense which Jesus ascribes to it. But here the meaning 
is clearly defined in a particular sense. 

Before this it was said that in man there is present a 
spirit begotten from heaven by God, begotten by the 
spirit ; but now it says that no man has ever been in 
heaven with God, no man has ascended to God, and 
so we cannot speak about God; but from God in heaven 
came down, was begotten, the son of the spirit, the spirit 
of man, the one which always remains in heaven with 
God. And so the son of man means spirit, the son of the 
spirit In man. 

For him who knows the Gospel, it is superfluous to 
quote the passages in which the expression son of man 
and son of God are used, when applied to men. In all 
the passages they have the same meaning. 


John vi, 27. The son of man, for whom God the Father hath 
sealed. 

Matt. v. 45. That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven. 

Luke vi, 85. Ye shall be the children of the Highest, and so 
forth. 


(c) o &v év te ovpav@ word for word he who is in 
heaven. To be in heaven means to be God; the heavenly 
and the divine are the same. And so he who is in 
heaven means he who is God. 


14. Kalxadws Mwofs _ John iit, 14. And as And as Moses ex- 

tywoe tov bdiv ev rq Moses lifted up the ser- Bite the serpent in the 

: .7U pent in the wilderness, wilderness (that men 

cojuy, obrws ivw0jvat even so must the Son of should not perish) even 

det rév uldy rot dvOpw- man be lifted up: so the son of man must 
Ain: a be exalted. 
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(a) tiyow means to raise up, exalt, lift oneself, in the 
spiritual sense, in pride (Luke 1 25; Acts xi. 17; 
2 Cor. xi. 7, and in many other places). From the 
context, where mention is made of the serpent which 
Moses commanded the Jews to worship, and the worship 
of which saved them, the word must be taken in the 
sense of “deifying.” In order fully to understand the ex- 
pression, To lft up like a serpent in the wilderness, we 
must understand what was said about the serpent in the 
wilderness. 


Numbers xxi. 5. And the people spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any 
water ; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 

6. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 

7. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; 
pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. 
And Moses prayed for the people. 

8. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one 
that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 

9. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole ; 
and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 


That is what is said about the serpent in the Book 
of Numbers. To exalt the son of man as Moses exalted 
the serpent means to treat the son of man as the Jews 
treated the serpent in the wilderness, that is, that men 
should rely upon him and should look to him for their 
salvation and life. 

In the Book of the Wisdom of Solomon, XVI, it says 
about the same: 


And they (the Jews) were perishing by the bites of crooked 
serpents, thy wrath continued not to the uttermost; but for 
admonition were they troubled for a short space, having a token 
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of salvation, to put them in remembrance of the command- 


ments of thy law: for he that turned toward it was not saved 
because of that which was beheld, but because of thee, the 


Saviour of all. 


And so, to exalt the son of God in man, as Moses ex- 
alted the serpent, means to give a picture of salvation. 


lo. iva Tas oO m- 
OTEVWY Es AUTOY UN aTrd- 
Anta, GAN Exn LwHy 
io 
aiwrioy. 
16. Otrw yap 7ya- 
rnoev 0 Beds TOY KOg LOY, 
woTre Tov vidy auTou Tov 


WUFtl& ttt, AtJ,. BRAACHY VR ASL 
soever believeth in him 
should not persis but 
have eternal life. 


16. For (rod soe loved 
the world, that he pave 
his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believ- 


BtVVe BR 2AGU FV AAVFONFTU TUR RID 
lieved in him should not 
perish, but should have 
non-temporal life. 


16. For God so loved 
the world of men, and 
gave his son, just such 
as he is, that all rely. 


eth in him should not 
verish, but have ever- 
asting life. 


ing on him should not 
perish, but have = non- 
temporal life. 


povoyern Edwxev, iva was 
0 misrebwy els AUTOY KL) i 
drédnrat, GAN éxy twHpy 
alwmov. 


(a) avrodrvpe means to hell, destroy, perish. Since it is 
here put in contradistinction to the eternal life, its mean- 
ing obviously is to nerish, be destroyed, dre. 

(b) atwvov means being outside of time. 

(c) ovrw does not refer to @a7e, in the first place, because 
in the whole Gospel there is no such correlation of the 
two particles, aud it is not peculiar to the language of 
the Gospel; in the second place and chiefly, because “such 
a correlation gives a most perverted meaning which is not 
in keeping with the whole sentence. 

God so loved that he gave his son,—as the church 
understands it, —is an impossible conception in relation 
to God. We can say of a man that he so loved that he 
gave away his last dollar, but of the infinite beginning, of 
God, we cannot speak of sacrifices of God. 

Ovrw yap only connects what precedes with what 
follows. It was said that as Moses exalted the serpent, 
so it is necessary to exalt the son of man, so that men 
should not die, but should have eternal life. 
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Now it says that, as Moses, loving his people, made a 
serpent that men should be saved, so God gave a son to 
the world that men might be saved. This verse and the 
next one answer the idea which Nicodemus must have 
had and which lives in all men when they think of the 
meaning of their life. Why did some one create ine that 
I might die? It is to this feeling of each man that Jesus 
makes a reply. He said before that man may keep from 
perishing, from being destroyed; now he confirms this 
and says, God could not have given them his son, — life, 
— for their perdition, but that he loved the world and for 
its good gave it life, not that it might perish, but that it 
might be. eternal. We must also understand that by the 
word God we must not understand in this place any par- 
ticular God, our God, or the Jewish God, — not at all any 
definite being. 

It was said before that no one has ever known God, 
and it was said that no man has ever been in heaven, but 
that there is he who has come down from heaven; and it 
was said that man is born of the spirit, for here we must 
understand by God only the source, the beginning of the 
spirit in man. 

Of this beginning it was said that it loved the world, 
that is, that all we know of it is that it is subjectively 
love, objectively the good. 


John iii. 17. For God 


17. Od yap dréore- 
ev 6 Beds Tov vldy avrod 
els Tov kbopnov tva Kkplyy 
Tov xdcpor, GAN tra 
owb7 6 Kbcuos bt adbrod. 


sente not his Son into 
the world to condemne 
the world; but that the 
world through him 
might be saved. 


17. For God sent his 
son into the world not 
to punish the world, but 
that the world might 
live through him. 


(a) To come into the world, according to the Hebrew 
manner of expression, means to be born, and so sent into 
the world ought to be translated by bore for the world. 

(b) xéopos means world, in the popular sense, that is, 


all men. 
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(c) «pivey means to divide, weed out, separate, select, 
judge ; but in the gospels, the epistles, and in the Acts, 
and especially in John, it has more frequently one mean- 
ing, that of to punish, which fits all the cases. 


John vii. 24. Judge not according to the appearance, but 
judge righteous judgment. 

John vit. 50. And I seek not mine own glory: there is one 
that seeketh and judgeth. 

John xvi. 31. Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and 
judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto 
him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 

Acts zxiu. 38. Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, 
thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and 
commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 

Acts xxiv. 6. Who also hath gone about to profane the 
temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our 
law. 


And many other passages. In these historical passages 
the word has unquestionably that meaning. In the 
didactic parts, wherever the words xpivey and xpiou 
occur, nothing but punish and penalty fit all the passages 
without exception. Such passages as — 


John v. 24. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto life. 

John xii. 47. And if any man hear my words, and believe not, 
I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save 
the world. 

John zit. 31. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall 
the prince of this world be cast out. 

John ii. 17. For God sent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved — 


show at once, since itis opposed to life, that by xpivey a 
mortal condition is meant. 
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God sent, gave his son to the world, bore a son for the 
world. No man has entered heaven, except the son of 
inan who came down. Every man is born of God. _Con- 
sequently the spirit, which is in man and which is born 
of God, and the son of man, who came down from heaven, 
and the son of God, who was given to the world, and the 
light which came into the world, — are one and the same. 

But the light is what in the Introduction was called 
the comprehension Adyos. That the light means the same 
as the son of God and the son of man and spirit is con- 
firmed by what follows. 

And so we must keep in mind that all these appella- 
tions, (1) God, (2) spirit, (3) the son of God, (4) the son 
of man, (5) the light, and (6) the comprehension, have 
one and the same meaning and are used according to the 
relation that they bear to the subjects under discussion. 

When mention is made of its being the beginning of 
everything, it is called God; when it says that it is 
opposed to the flesh, it is called spirit; when it is used 
in relation to its source, it is called the scn of God; when 
reference is made to its manifestation, it is called the son 
of man; when it is mentioned in its correlation to reason, 
it is called light and comprehension. 


18. ‘O mioredwy els 
avrov ov xplverat: 6 dé 
wh micretwv Hon Kéxpt- 
rat, Ore uh wenrlorev- 
kev els rd Ovoua rod 
fovoyevots vlod Tov 
Ocou. 

19. Atryn 6é €or 4 
Kplows, Ore Td Has EXAdv- 
Gev eis rov xdopov, kal 
nyarnoav ol dvOpwrro 
MaNrov 7d oxdros, H Td 
Pos: Rv yap rovnpda av- 
Tay Tah Enya. 

20. Tas yap 6 daida 
apdcowv pice TO Pus, 


John iii. 18. He that 
believeth on him is not 
condemned : but he that 
believeth not is con- 


demned_ already,  be- 
cause he hath not 
believed in the name 


of the only begottens 
Son of God. 


19. And this is the 
condemnation, that 
light is come into the 
world, and men loved 
darkness rather than 
light, because’ their 
deeds were evil. 


20. For every one that 
doeth evil’ hateth the 


18. He who believes in 
the son, will not be pun- 
ished; but he who does 
not believe is already 
yunished, because he 
does not believe that 
the son is just such as 
God. 


19. And this punish- 
ment is that the light is 
come into the world, 
and men preferred dark- 
ness to light, because 
their deeds were evil, 


20. For whoever does 
evil spurns the light, so 
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kal ovx Epxerat mpds rd 
pas, tva ph édeyxO7 74 
épya avrov: 

21. ‘O 6é€ rowdy ry 
G\HGeavy Epyerat mpds 
TO pas, tva avepwhh 


licht, neither cometh to 
the light, leste his deeds 
should be reproved.¢ 


21. But he that doeth 
truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds 
may be made manifest, 
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that his deeds do not 
appear. 


21. But who lives in 
truth goes toward the 
light, so that his deeds 
are made manifest. 


that they are wrought 


yrov Ta épya, bre € 
avroy Ta Epya, bre ev = pea. 


Oey éoriv elpyacuéva. 


(a) povoyerns means one-born, the same in substance. 

(b) pavaAos means bad, insignificant, enupty. 

(c) tva in the language of the Gospel, especially in 
John, has the meaning of @ore so that, and it has this 
meaning here (cf. John ix. 2, 39; xi. 38, 40; xvi. 9, 
32; xix. 24; Rev. xii 13). 

(qd) Many texts have davepoi/. 


The discourse with Nicodemus is a full exposition of 
all the principles of the teaching about the kingdom 
of God upon earth. This discourse is an’ explanation of 
what man is, what God, what life, and what the kingdom 
of God. This discourse is, on the one hand, a develop- 
ment of the main ideas expressed in the temptation in 
the wilderness, and, on the other, an exposition, in the 
name of Jesus, of those principles of the teaching which 
are expressed in the Introduction in the name of the 
evangelist John. 

In the subsequent chapters of the Gospel of John, 
except the farewell discourse, in which is expressed 
what has not been fully evolved here, the same thing 
is explained from various sides, but the fundamental 
ideas are all expressed here. 

Chapter V., concerning the healing on the Sabbath, and 
Chapter VI., concerning the heavenly bread and the 
discourse in the temple, and the words uttered on the 
occasion of the healing of the man born blind, elucidate, 
illuminate, confirm many things, but all of them are said 
for certain occasions and are fragmentary, repeat what has 
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been said before, are not complete, and at times appear 
obscure, if we do not keep in mind the exposition of 
the discourse with Nicodemus, which elucidates the ideas 
expressed in the temptation and repeats the ideas of the 
Introduction. 

For a full comprehension of all the subsequent dis- 
courses we need a clear comprehension of these ideas. 


WHAT IS SAID IN THE DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS 


(1) In verses 1-5 it says: Besides the cause of life 
which one can see in the fetation of the child in the 
mother’s womb from a carnal father, there is also another 
eause of life, a non-carnal one. 

Jesus calls this non-carnal principle of life Father, 
spirit. It is that idea which was expressed by Jesus 
in his infancy in the temple, when he called God his 
Father, the same idea with which the temptation begins, 
If thou art the son of God, and which is also expressed 
in the answer, Man lives not by bread, but by what 
proceeds from the mouth of God, by the spirit. The 
same idea is expressed in the Introduction, In the be- 
ginning was the comprehension, Everything is born by 
him and without him. 

(2) Verses 7-9 express the idea that every man knows 
in himself the rational, free, non-carnal principle of life, 
and that he understands it, though he does not know 
its source. 

In the Introduction the same idea was expressed in 
verses 4 and 5: 


John i. 4, In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
5. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. 


(3) In verses 11-13 it says that we cannot com- 
prehend what is in heaven, and that this non-carnal, 
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infinite principle is within us, but that we know this 
infinite principle, because in us, in men, is to be found 
this spirit, which came out of the infinite and itself 
is infinite, and that this spirit in man is that which we 
unust regard as the beginning of all beginnings. 

The same idea is expressed in the Introduction: 


John i. 18. No man has seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him. 

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

2. The same was in the beginning with God. 


(4) In the fourteenth verse it says that this spirit in 
man, which comes out of the infinite and is related to 
him as the son is to the father, this infinite principle 
in man is that which shall deify, that is, take the place 
of the invented God, as a real and only God. 

The same is said in the words of John the Baptist, 
When the spirit shall purify men; the same is said to 
Nathanael, when it says, Heaven is open, and man is in 
communion with God. The same is said to the woman 
of Samaria, God is spirit and we must serve him in the 
spirit, with deeds. 

(5) In verse 15 it says that the belief in this only, true 
God frees men from perdition and gives them non-tem- 
poral life. 

The same thought is expressed in the Introduction: 


John i. 10. He was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not. 

11. He came unto his own, and his own received lim not. 

12. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God. 

John xz. 31. But these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. 
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In verse 15 of the discourse with Nicodemus it says 
that faith in the son of man gives indestructible life. In 
the Introduction it was said that faith will make men 
sons of God. To believe in the son and have non-tem- 
poral life is one and the same. In the temptation it said 
the same when it said that Jesus after the temptation 
came to know the mighty spirit. 

(6) In verses 16 and 17 it says that if we have the 
highest good, life, then that which gave us that good must 
have wished our good, that is loved us, and so, though 
we cannot know the infinite principle itself, we know 
this much of it, that it is good (loves us), and its relation 
to us is love, and our life is good. 

But if God, loving us, gave us life, as a good, then he 
does not punish and destroy us, but gives us the real non- 
temporal life, without any evil. As is said in the epistle 
of John, God is light, and there is not the slightest dark- 
ness in him. And this life we have, reposing our life in 
that spirit, the light, God, who is the source of our life. 

The idea that the source of our life is love is expressed 
clearly and in detail in the parable about the vineyard and 
in the farewell discourse. 

(7) In verse 18 it says that non-temporal hfe is given 
us in our spirit, and that only by departing from the 
source of life we are destroyed temporally, and by not 
departing from it we have non-temporal life. 

The same idea is expressed in the temptation when, 
after Jesus has decided to serve God alone, the power of 
God came to serve him. 

(8) In verses 19-21 it says that what appears to us as 
punishment, death, annihilation, is not the consequence 
of some will without us, of God, as we imagine him to 
be, but the consequence of our will. 

In order clearly to understand this thought it is neces- 
sary to understand that Jesus has at no time said any- 
thing about the life after death; denying it, he said 
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directly, Let the dead bury the dead; God is the God of 
the living, and not of the dead. All he said was that 
life had a temporal source, the flesh, and another, non- 
temporal, the spirit, the son of God. 

By relying on the source of temporal life, believing in 
it, man is destroyed, dies; but by relying only on the 
source of life, of the spirit, believing only in it, the son 
of God, he has non-temporal, indestructible life. 

The manifestation of the comprehension in the world 
of life is like the manifestation of hght amidst darkness. 
And the relation of men to life is just such as the 
relation of men to light. Just as it is in the power of 
each man to walk to the light or to depart from it, so it 
is in the power of each man to walk to the comprehen- 
sion and life, or to depart from it. Perdition, the annihi- 
lation of men, is only an arbitrary departure from the 
comprehension and life, just as darkness is only an arbi- 
trary departure of men from light. 

The punishment consists in this, that men who do evil 
themselves depart from the comprehension and life. And 
here the comparison is made only as an identity: just 
as en Who commit evil deeds do not hke the light and 
do not walk to it, so that their deeds might not be seen, 
for they are bad, even so men who do wrong do not like 
the comprehension and do not walk toward it, that it 
may not be seen that their deeds are bad. 

To be in the light means to live in the comprehension, 
non-temporally ; to be in the darkness means to live out- 
side the comprehension, to perish. 

The same is expressed in the Introduction in verses 
4,5, and 10: 


Johni. 4. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. 

10. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not. 
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The saine is said in the temptation, when Jesus says 
that he is working for God only, that he has completely 
vanquished the devil. 

(9) All these ideas express what Jesus understands by 
the words kingdom of God, which John preached before 
him and preaches now. 

The discourse began by Jesus’ saying that every man 
from the time he is begotten by God is found in the king- 
dom of God, and the whole discourse expounds what it 
is necessary to understand by the kingdom of God and 
how to enter it. 

To exalt the son of God in man, to depend upon him, 
to live in the truth, means to be in the kingdom of God. 
To do the opposite means to destroy oneself and not be 
in the kingdom of God. The discourse with Nicodemus 
ends with the following words, God sent his son into the 
world, such as he himself is, the life of the compre- 
hension, and thus accomplished this, that every man 
may save himself from perdition and live non-temporally, 
be the son of the kingdom of God. 

The aim of God is not the death of men, but their life. 
Life, the light of the comprehension, is not given them 
for death, but for life. 

Those men who believe in the spirit, the son, live in 
the world of the comprehension, do not die, and remain 
in the kingdom of God; but those who do not believe in 
the light of the spirit, in the son, do not live, but die. 

Death consists only in this, that the light of life is 
given them, and they do evil and thus deprive themselves 
of life. 

Every man who does wrong goes out of the light of 
the comprehension and is destroyed, but he who lives j in 
the truth and remains in the light of the comprehension 
lives in the kingdom of God. 

The parable of the sower illuminates the thought of these 
words: the sower is God, the seed — the comprehension. 
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Men keep this comprehension as the wayside, the 
stones, the thorns, and the good ground retain the seed. 
Thus all understand it, and thus I, too, understand it. 

The difference between my understanding of it and 
that of the church consists in this, that I understand by 
the word God what Jesus has defined in his temptation, 
in the discourse with Nicodemus, in his talk with the 
woman of Samaria, and not God the Creator of the Jews, 
whom Jesus denied, and whom the church accepts. 

If God is an almighty, good, and omniscient God, as 
the church understands him, then there arises the ques- 
tion, Why, if he is good, has he created man such that he 
can be bad and perish? Why death? 

Almighty and omniscient God might have abstained 
from creating evil and might have stopped evil, and yet 
he admitted its continuation and increase. Why has he 
sent to ruin men whom he could have freed from sin and 
death ? Why did he make the devil and allow him to fall ? 

In admitting God as the creator of everything, it is 
necessary, for the elucidation of this contradiction, to 
invent the devil, the fall of Adam, redemption, and grace. 

The lack of comprehension of the teaching of Christ 
concerning the rejection of the Jewish God, the Creator, 
and the substitution for this God of the one God the 
spirit, the Father of the son of man, the comprehension, 
inevitably led to the invention of meaningless, offensive, 
and immoral dogmas about the creation of evil spirits by 
God, about the redemption, and about everlasting tor- 
ments. It suffices to understand directly what has been 
said in the preceding chapters and in the whole Gospel 
about the son of man, the one-born Father, whom Jesus 
recognizes, in order that these contradictions should not 
exist. 

The parables concerning the sower and others, as it 
were, present the question as to what that is which men 
call evil, and answer that question. 
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Jesus has declared that no one has ever known God 
the creator, lawgiver, and judge, and that there 1s only a 
spirit in man, which has come out of the infinite prin- 
ciple, the son of the spirit, the light of the comprehension, 
and in it is life. 

In the discourse with Nicodemus it says that the 
source of life, God, gave life to the world, by loving it. 
It does not say that God loved each man, nor does it say 
so elsewhere; but it does say that God loved the world, 
that is, men in general, and wanted to give them life, and 
so he gave the son to the world, and thus gave to the 
world, that is, to men in general, life and the possibility 
of entering the kingdom of God. And with this verse 
are connected the parables of the sower. 


PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


The first parable of the sower is an extreme representa- 
tion of what that God is who gave life to the world, and 
why and how he gave life to the world. This extreme 
representation about God, the beginning of everything, 
can be expressed only by a simile. 

The simile is as follows: The sower who likes the 
wheat and takes care of the wheat expresses God who 
loves the world and takes care of the world, and as the 
sower does not take care of each separate seed, so God 
does not take care of each separate man. As the sower 
takes care of the crop, knowing that, in spite of the loss 
of many seeds, there will be a crop, and sows the seed 
everywhere, so also God sows everywhere, knowing that 
in spite of the loss of many there will be a crop. 

And God does not any further enter into the affairs of 
the world, as that is expressed in the parable (Matt. iv. 
26-29). 

If we comprehend God as Jesus defines him, the 
accusation against God, that he has created the evil, 
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death, and therefore loves evil and death, is done away 
with. Asa rule it becomes a personal question which is 
irregularly transferred to the general phenomenon. The 
accusation preferred by man against God for having 
admitted death is like the accusation of the desire of 
its death which a birch seed, one out of a million, might 
prefer, because others are growing, while it falls into the 
river and perishes. He who has made millions of seeds 
has not made millions that they might perish, but, on the 
contrary, that they might not perish, and so his aim is 
life, and not death. 

From the general standpoint, from the point of view of 
God, the beginning of every thing, it is rational. 

But if you ask why death is in you, there is an internal 
answer to it (and this answer is given in the parable and 
in all the didactic passages in the Gospel). Because you 
want it. Each seed has the possibility of growing and 
bearing fruit, and each man has the possibility of becom- 
ing a son of God and of not knowing death. 

To the inexactness of the comparison in the explana- 
tion of the parable Jesus directs his attention, when he 
says in Luke, See how you understand it. Thus the 
parable answers the question from two sides, from the ex- 
ternal and from the internal side, and makes a clear 
division between the internal comprehension of the king- 
dom of God, — the aims and ways of God, and the inter- 
nal comprehension of the kingdom of God, the possibility 
which each has of entering into it. 
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3. Kai é\dAnoev av- 
Tots wo\\a éy tapa- 
Borats, Aéywy, ‘Ldov, 
éinrdGev 0 orelpwv Tov 
omelpecy. 

4. Kal éyévero év rp 
oreipev, 5 pev emece 
mapa Thy oddv, Kal AGE 
Tad Wereva TOU ovpavou 
kal xarépayev avr. 

5. “Addo dé erecev 
éri 7d werp@des, Siov 
ovK elye hv mwoddhy: 
kal ev0éws é&avérecde, 
dia TO pe Exerv Bddos 
vhs: 

6. “HXlov 6é avarel- 
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éEnpavOn. 

7. Kat &ddo erecev 
els Tas axdav0as: kal 
avéBnoav ai dxavéat, 


kal cuvérvtay atro, kal 
KapTroy ovK €dwke. 

8. Kal d&ddXo érecev 
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Balvovra kai avidvovra, 
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3. And he spake many 
things unto them in 
parables, saying, Be- 

old, a sower went forth 
to sow; 


Mark iv. 4. And it 
came to pass, as he 
sowed, some fell by the 
way side, and the fowls 
of the air came and de- 
voured it up. 


5. And some fell on 
stony ground, where it 
had not much earth; 
and immediately it 
sprang up, because it 
had no depth of earth: 


6. But when the sun 
was up, it was scorched ; 
and because it had no 
root, it withered away. 


7. And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns 
grew up, and choked it, 
and it yielded no fruit. 


8. And other fell on 
good proms and did 
yield fruit that ape 
up and increased, an 
brought forth, some 
thirty, and some sixty, 
and some a hundred. 


9. And he said unto 
them, He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 
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3. And he said, A 
farmer went out to sow. 


4. And some seeds fell 
on the road, and the 
birds picked them up. 


5. And others fellona 
stone, and immediately 
sprang up and grew. 


6. And when the sun 
grew warin, they wilted, 
for there was no soil un- 
der them to take root in, 
and they withered. 


7. Some fell among 
thorns and grew up, but 
the thorns choked them 
(and they yielded no 
seed). 


8. And still others fell 
on good ground, and the 
ears grew out and filled 
up, and they brought 
forth, some a hundred, 
some fifty, and some 
thirty. 


9. He who has under- 
standing will under- 
stand. 


Into the infinite, incomprehensible world of men there 
was sent the comprehension by some one, and it made its 


appearance. 


The comprehension is scattered among all 


men, just as an endless number of seeds is scattered 
by the sower over the whole field, and over the wayside, 
and over stones, and over the thorns. 

Just as the sower knows that there are roads, stones, 
and thorns in his field and that many seeds will perish, 
so he knows that it is none the less more advantageous to 
sow over the whole field, and that, in spite of the loss of 
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many seeds, they will grow up, and there will be a crop, 
so the life of the comprehension is scattered among men, 
and there will be a loss. Innumerable seeds give uneven 
returns; a small part perishes,—-they are not needed; 
another part yield some one hundred, some fifty, and 
some thirty. Even so the life of the comprehension is 
scattered among men; some lose this life, others return 
it a hundredfold. 

The sower has sowed the seed and he needs only seeds, 
and will garner nothing but seeds. 

The mysterious sower sows the life of the comprehen- 
sion, and he will garner only the life of the comprehension. 
Those men who have the life of the comprehension are 
wanted by the sower; those who have lost it are useless 
to him. They were all seeds, and some perished in the 
seed, others in the sprouts, and others again in the blades. 

Even so it is with men. Some lose the life of the 
comprehension earlier, some later. Only those who pre- 
serve within them the comprehension, so that they may 
not cease being life, being that from which they have 
come, live, and all the rest perish. 

Such is the external meaning. Some men, like the 
seed which fall on bad ground, are predestined, as it were, 
for perdition, others are predestined for a life with a 
superabundance. But, having uttered these words, Jesus 
immediately adds, He who has ears, let him hear. He 
uses those words which he adds every time when his 
words may be understood wrongly, when there can be 
a double meaning to them. 

The same idea as to how we may understand God’s aim 
and manner of participation in the life of the world is 
expressed also by another parable about the sower. 
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dorivh Bacirela rod Geo, 82/4, 80 is the kingdom the kingdom of God, as 
: » of God, as if a man if a farmer cast seed 
ws dav AvOpwros Bédy should cast seed into into the ground; 
roy omdbpoy éwl ris yis, the ground; 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


27. Kal xadevdy kal 
éyelpnrat vixra cal nué- 
pay, kal 6 omdpos Bda- 
ordyvy Kal unkvyynrar ws 
ovx oldev avrés. 

28. Avroudrn yap # 
YI} Kapwogope:, mpwroy 
xoprov, elra ordyuy, 
elra mhpn oiroy év TH 
oTayxu. 

29, “Oray 5¢ rapadg 
6 xaprés, ev0dws drro- 
oréd\d\e 7 Spéravoy, Srt 
mwapéaornkeyv 6 Oepiopds. 


27. And should sleep, 
and rise night and Oey 
and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. 


28. For the earth bring- 
eth forth fruit of her- 
self; tirst the blade, then 
the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear. 


29. But when the fruit 
is brought forth, imme- 
diately he putteth in the 
sickle, because the har- 
vest is come. 
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27. He sleeps himself 
at night and gets up in 
the daytime, and the 
seed springs up and 
swells, and he does not 
know how. 


28. The earth brings 
forth fruit of itself, tirst 
the blade, then the ear, 
and then fills the ear 
with seeds. 


29. But when the seed 
dries up, he immediately 
sends the reapers, be- 
cause the time of the 
harvest has come, 


The comprehension gives life to men, but the source of 


the comprehension, God, that God whom no one has ever 
known, does not rule men like that peasant who has 
sown the seed and has forgotten about it; he knows only 
of his own, and receives it, —that comprehension ; just 
as the peasant reaps from the field the seed which he has 
sown, so the comprehension in men is united with the 
source of the comprehension. 


The same meaning is expressed in the parable of the 
leaven. 


THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 


33. "AdAnv wapaBo- Matt. xriti. 33. An- 33. The kingdom of 
A} AQddAnocev atrois other parable spake he heaven is like a leaven. 
y 7 unto them; The king- A woman took it and 
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The woman put 


to leaven, until the dough was formed. 


dom of heaven is like 
unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leav- 
ened. 


in the leaven and 


The woman did not have anything 
she did was enough, in order to get what she wanted. 

As the earth brings forth of its own account and as 
the leaven rises of itself, so the life of the comprehension 
lives of itself and is not cut short. 


ut it into a measure of 
our, till the whole was 
leavened. 


allowed the whole 


else to do. What 
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And again the same idea is expressed by the parable of 
the sower and the tares, but with a new and profound 
meaning, which gives a direct answer to the question of 
men as to what is evil and how man must understand the 
evil and bear himself toward it. 


THE 
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PARABLE 


OF THE WHEAT AND THE 


Matt. viii. AW. Another 
parable put he forth un- 
to them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is 
likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed 
in his field: 


25. But while men 
ee ae his enemy came 
and sowed taress among 
the wheat, and went his 
way. 


26. But when the blade 
was sprung up, and 
brought forth = fruit, 
then appeared the tares 
also. 


27. So the servants of 
the householder came 
and said unto him, Sir, 
didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field ? from 
whence then hath it 
tares ? 


28. He said unto them, 
An enemy hath .done 
this. The servants said 
unto him, Wilt thou 
then that we Bo and 
gather them up 


29. But he said, Nay; 
leat while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up 
also the wheat wit 
them. 


30. Let both grow to- 
gether until the harvest; 
and in the time of har- 
vest I will say to the 


TARES 


24. And Jesus said, 
The kingdom of heaven 
may be likened to this: 
A farmer sowed good 
seed in his fleld: 


25. In the night his 
enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, 
and went away. 


26. When the wheat 
was in the ear and began 
to fill up, then also ap- 
peared the tares. 


27. The servants came 
to the master and said, 
Didst thou sow impure 
seed in thy field ? There 
are many tares there. 


28. The master said, 
Not I, but another man, 
has done that. The servy- 
ants said, Command us 
and we will weed out 
the tares. 


29. But the master 
said, It is not necessary 
to weed them out, for 
when you weed out the 
tares you will ruin the 
wheat. 


30. Let the wheat grow 
with the tares until har- 
vest time; and in the 
time of harvest I will 
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Kaip@ Tod Oepicpod épa 
Trois Oepiorais, Xud)eé- 
tare wpwroyv ra tifama, 
kal djoare aura els dé- 
aguas wpds 7d KaTaKavoat 
alrd: Tov 6é ctroy cuva- 
yayere els Thy arobjKny 
Mov. 


reapers, Gather ye to- 
gether first the tares, 
and bind them in bun- 
dies to burn them: but 
gather the wheat into 
my barn. 
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tell the reapers to pick 
out the tares and burn 
them, and then I will 
harvest the wheat and 
take it to the barn. 


(a) &fava is a plant which exactly resembles wheat 
before it is in the ear. 


The words about the master’s burning the useless, and 
taking the useful, the wheat, to the barn, repeats what is 
said in Matt. ii. 12: Whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 


able fire. 


Here is defined who will destroy what is useless and 
will collect what is useful, — he who will purify with the 


spirit. 


36. Tére dagels rods 
Sxrous, FArOev els THY 
olxlav 6’ Inoots. xal rpoc- 
qrvov avtp ol palnral 
avrov, \éyorres, Ppacov 
Huty Thy wapaBorny Tay 
fifavlwy Tov aypou. 

37. 'O 6 droxpibels 
elev avrois, ‘O omelpwy 
To Kaddv omdpua coTly 6 
ulds Tov dvOpwirov: 

38. 'O 6é dypés éoruv 
6 xbowos' rd dé Kkaddv 
omépua, ovrol elow ol 
vlol ris Bacidelas: Ta dé 
Sigdud elocy ol vlol rod 
Wovnpov. 

39. ‘O 5 éyOpds 4 
omelpas aura éoruv 6 did- 
Bodos: 6 dé Gepiopuds ouv- 
Té\eca TOD ald@yds éoriv: 
of de Geporai adyyeXol 
elowy. 


Here it says that it is the son 


Matt. xiii. 3. Then 
Jesus sent the multitude 
away, and went into the 
house: and his disciples 
came unto him, saying, 
Declare unto us the par- 
able of the tares of the 
field. 


37. He answered and 
said unto them, He that 
soweth the good seed is 
the Son of man; 


38. The field is the 
world; the good seed 
are the children of the 
kingdom; but the tares 
are the children of the 
wicked one; 


39. The enemy that 
sowed them is the devil; 
the harvest is the end 
of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. 


of man. 


36. And the disciples 
began to ask Jesus, Ex- 
plain to us the parable 
about the tares of the 
field. 


37. And Jesus said to 
them, The farmer who 
is sowing the guod seed 
is the son of man. 


88. The fleld is the 
world of men; the good 
seed are the children of 
the kingdom of God; 
the tares are the evil 


39. The stranger is 
temptation. The har- 
vest is the end of the 
life on earth; and the 
eg i are the power 
of God. 
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40. “Qewep ody auddeé- 
yerar Ta Oifdva, Kal 
mwupl xaraxalera:, obrws 
Yorac dv TH ovvredela 
Tov al@yos Tovrou. 

41. "Awogrenet 6 vids 
Tov dvOpwrou rovs ayyé- 
Aovs avrov, Kal ouddé- 
tovow éx rhs Baccdelas 
aurou mdvra ra oxdp- 
dada xai Tovs mowvryras 
THY avoulay, 

42. Kal Badotouw ad- 
rovs els Thy xducvoy Tov 
mwupos: éxec EgTat 6 KNav- 
Ouds Kal 6 Spvypuos Tov 
6ddvT wy. 

43. Tore ol Sdlxawt 
éxAdupouriy ws 6 Aros, 
év rn Bao.rela rou ma- 
tTpds aurayv, ‘O éexywp 
@Ta dxovery dxovérw. 


40. As therefore the 
tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire; so 
shall it be in the end of 
this world. 


41. The Son of man 
shall send forth his an- 
els, and an shall 
rather out of his king- 

dom all things that of- 
fend, and them which 
dos iniquity; 


42. And shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire: 
there? shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 


43. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the king- 
dom of their Father. 
Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 
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40. As the tares are 
guthered and burned, so 
will it be at the end of 
the life upon earth. 


41, The son of man 
will send his servants, 
and they will take away 
from among the people 
of his kingdom all the 
deceptions and all those 
who do wrong. 


42. And will cast them 
into the fire, and there 
will be wailing vane 
gnashing of teet 


43. Then will the right- 
eous shine as the sun in 
the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has 
reason will understand. 


(w) The present tense must be noticed here; it does not 


say that those who did wrong will be taken away, as 
ought to have been said, if the judgment at the end of 
the world were meant, according to the church interpreta- 
tion, but who do wrong, that is, that those who do wrong 
will take themselves away, as is said in the discourse with 
Nicodemus. 

(b) éxet means there and then; here it has the latter 
meaning, as in Luke xui. 28, where éxeZ means then, in 
the same expression. It means that then men might, 
though too late, weep and in anger gnash their teeth 
because they had not lived in the comprehension. 


The spirit of God in man, the son of man, all that we 
know of God, gives the life of the comprehension to men, 
just as a peasant sows good seed in his field, and it grows. 

Amidst the life of the comprehension there appears 
something resembling life, which ends in death. 
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In Luke viii. 18 it says, And that will be taken from 
him which he thinks he has. What, then, is this likeness 
of hfe? Whence does it come ? 

This question does not refer to God the spirit, but 
only to men. God the spirit, the source of life, sows 
the life and harvests it. Only foolish servants may coun- 
sel the stamping out of life. Life alone is needed; 
it alone remains, and nothing else exists for God the 
spirit. 

The temporal life ends, everything temporal vanishes, 
perishes ; what does not end and perish is the life of the 
comprehension, that alone which is spirit, which is from 
God. 

In this parable there are two main thoughts, two 
answers to the questions which are propounded. 

1. What is evil in relation to God? and 

2. What is evil in relation to man ? 

The answer to the first question is that there is no evil 
for God, the son of man. He is the God of life and of 
good, and does not know the evil. Since he is the God 
of life and of good, there is no evil for him, and he cannot 
wish to destroy it. The desire to destroy evil is evil and 
can be only in men, and not in him. 

This deduction from the second thought, which is ex- 
pressed here only from one side, will be developed later in 
the teaching of the non-resistance to evil. 

The son of man gives life and knows life only in the 
comprehension, and so every man, transferring his life 
to the son, to the spirit, is unable to know evil and so 
unable to resist it. 

The second thought and the answer to the question as 
to what that is which we men call evil consists in this, 
that what we call evil is a free departure from the light, 
and perdition, which is mentioned in the discourse with 
Nicodemus ; it is this, that the light came into the world, 
and men went away from it. 
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The idea that there can be no evil for God, and that 
for men it is a departure from the comprehension is ex- 
pounded in the parable of the drawnet. 


THE PARABLE OF THE DRAWNET 


47. Tddcv ouola doriv 
7 Bacirela TwY ovpayay 
caynryn PrAnOelon els THY 
Oddacoay, kal €x ravrds 
yévous guvayayouon: 

48. “Hy, bre érdAnpo- 
6n, avafiBdoarres emi 
Tov alyiaddv, xal xaGi- 
gavres, ouvédetav Tra 
kara els ayyeia, ra de 


Matt. ziit. 47. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, 
and gathered of every 
kind: 


48. Which, when it 
was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down, and 
gathered the good into 
vessels, but cast the bad 
away. 


47. Again, the king- 
dom of God is like a 
drawnet: it was cast 
into the sea and gath- 
ered tish of every kind. 


48. The net was full; 
they drew it out to the 
shore and sat down, and 
yvathered the good fish 
nto pails, and the 
worthless were thrown 
away. 


campa fw €Badov. 


God does what the fishermen do: the worthless fish 
they throw away, and leave only what is of some use. 
The fishermen select such fish as they can use, and the 
rest they throw into the sea, as they are useless. There 
ig no question as to whether it will be better or worse for 
the fish. Such of the fish as are in the sea do not exist 
for the fishermen, just as for God are not those men who 
are not his sons, whose life is not in the light of the 
comprehension. For God there is no evil, but for man 
there is. The evil for him is the life outside of the 
comprehension. 

And so it is necessary to differentiate our conceptions 
about evil in general—the objective, the external evil, 
as the philosophers call it, and the evil of each man — 
the subjective, internal evil. There is no objective evil. 
The subjective evil is the departure from the comprehen- 
sion, otherwise, death. 

This differentiation of the concepts is expounded in 
the interpretation of the parable of the sower and of the 
seeds that fell into different soils. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 


10. Kal mpooehGbrres 
ol pabnral elroy airy, 
Acari éy = mapaBodals 
Aadelts avrots ; 

9. Tis etn % wapa- 
Bory alrn ; 


Matt. xiii. 10. And the 
disciples came, and said 
unto him, Why speakest 
thou unto them in para- 
bles? 


Luke viii. 9. What 
might this parable be? 


10. And his disciples 
came to him and said, 


9. Why dost thou 
speak in parables? 


Mark. iv. 10. Asked 


10. "Hpdrnoav ard 
fe F of him the parable. 


THY wapaBodHy. 


According to Mark and Luke the disciples ask, What 
does a parable mean? According to Matthew they ask, 
For what purpose dost thou speak in parables ? 

I think that according to Mark and Luke it means that 
the disciples ask both what a parable means and for what 
purpose he speaks in it. According to Matthew it also 
means, Why dost thou speak in parables, and what do 
they mean? And the words of Jesus reply to both 
questions. He elucidates the meaning of the parable, 
and from its meaning it follows that those who do not 
know the secrets of the kingdom of God cannot speak 
otherwise than in parables. Only the external meaning 
presents itself to them, and they do not know the 
internal meaning. 

In Matthew it says, dsati év 4rapaBoraes Aarels avrois. 
The word avrots is omitted in many texts, for the noun 
to which it might refer is lacking. It is apparently 
added, because the question dvaré refers both to the 
speaking in parables and to the parables themselves. 
Atari means here the German warum, wherefore. 

The disciples ask, Why dost thou speak in parables ? 
Thus Mark and Luke report the questions to us, and 
so avtrois is superfluous, and verses 11—23 are not 
accidental utterances, but an explanation of the parable. 
And so, combining the meaning of the question and 
answer from the three gospels, I translate it, Why 
speak in parables? which question refers both to the 
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meaning of the parable and to the reason why he speaks 
in parables to the multitude. 


11. ‘O &@ drroxpibels 
elrev adrots, “OTe byly 
dé50Tac yrwvac Ta pev- 
oThpia THs Bacrdelas 
Tay ovpavay, éxelvas dé 
ov dédora. 

11. "Exelvors d€ rots 
tw évy mapaPodais 7a 
wavra ylverat: 


Matt. viti. 11. He an- 

swered and said unto 
them, Because it is given 
unto you to know the 
mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given. 


Mark iv. 11. But unto 
them that are without, 
all these things are done 
in parables: 


11. Hereplied to them 
Because it is given to 
you to know the inward 
meaning of the kingdom 
of God. 


11. But those who are 
without receive it in 
parables. 


It is given to you to know the inward meaning of the 
kingdom of God, — you are the good ground which brings 
forth a hundredfold, and fifty, and thirty. 

But to the others it is not given,—they are the 
wayside, stones, and thorns. 

And the meaning of the parable is that to some the 
meaning is revealed, and to others not. He says, The 
reason why I speak to them in parables is that they 
cannot understand otherwise, for they do not understand 
the inward meaning. In Luke it says, It is given to you 
to know the inward meaning of the kingdom of God, but 
to others only in examples. 


18. Aca rovro® éy Matt. xiit. 13. There 138. For this reason [ 


wapaBohais abrois kaw. 


fore speaks I tothemin speak to them in para- 


parables. 


(a) Aarew to speak, communicate. 


bles. 


It would be more 


correct to say here to commune, for this passage cor- 
responds to the same passages in Mark and Luke, where 
it says, But to them everything is manifested in parables. 
The idea is not this: I speak to them in parables, but, 
They cannot understand otherwise than in parables, and 
that is explained farther down. 

Aca rovro shows that what is being said is in reply to 
dvarl, After the word AaA® there ought to be a period 
or semicolon. We then do not get that offensive mean- 
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ing which we had before, namely, that Jesus speaks to 
them in parables because they do not understand, that is, 
he does not speak directly to them, but speaks in similes, 
for the purpose that they may not understand, but we 
get, on the contrary, the opposite, clear meaning, namely, 
that, as they do not know the inward meaning of the 
kingdom of God, they cannot understand it in any other 
way than in an external manner, that is, in parables. 

And so I take the first part of the verse from Matt. xin. 
11, and the second half from Mark iv. 11. 


9. ‘O txywy Sra dxov- 
ey dxovérw. 


- 14. Kal dvardnpotrar 
éx’ avrois 7 mpopnrela 
‘Hoatov, 7 déyouca, 
‘“Axop dxovcere, kal ov 
My ourhre: kal BXérovres 
BrdWere, xal ov uh lonre. 

15. "EwayvvOn yap 7 
xapdla rot \aov rovrou, 
xal Tots Wal Bapéws Fxov- 
gav, kal Tovs dpGadpovs 
auray éxdupvoavy ph- 
wore {dwar Tots dp0ad- 
pots, Kal rots woly axov- 
gwo., Kal rq Kapdle 
ouvaot, Kal émriorpé- 
Ywot, Kal idcwuar av- 
rovs.’ 

16. 'Tudr 52 paxdproe 
of dddaruol, Gre Bré- 
mwovow Kalra Ora vudr, 
Sri dxover. 

17. "Auhy yap \éyw 
Uutry, Sre moddol mpo- 
Prac kal Slikavoe éreGv- 
punoav ldetv a Brérere, 
cal ovx eldov- Kal dxotvoar 
& dxovere, xal odx Hxov- 
cay. 


18. ‘Ypuets of» dxov- 
care Thy rapaBoAny Tov 
owelpovros. 


Matt. xiit. 9. Who 
hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 

14. And in them is ful- 
filled the prophecy of 
Esaias, which saith, By 
hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not under- 
stand; and seeing ye 
shall see, and shall not 
perceive: 

15. For this peoples 
heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they 
should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should under- 
stand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them 
(Isaiah vi. 9, 10). 


16. But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see: 
and your ears, for they 
hear. 


17. For verily I say 
unto you, That many 
prophets and righteous 
men have desired to see 
those things which ye 
see, and have not seen 
them; and to hear those 
things which ye hear 
and have not hear 
them. 

18. Hear ye therefores 
the parable of the sower. 


9. He who has reason 
will understand. 


14. And in them is ful- 
filled the prophecy of 


Isaiah. By hearing you 
will hear, and will not 
understand; and you 


will look with your eyes, 
and will not see. 


15. For the people’s 
heart has grown fat, and 
they have closed their 
eyes so that they do not 
see, and with their ears 
they do not hear; and 
into their heart they do 
not receive, lest they be 
converted and I heal 
them. 


16. But your eyes are 
biessed, for they see; 
and your ears, for they 
hear. 


17. Verily I tell you 
that the prophets and 
saints have desired to 
see what you see, and 
could not perceive and 
hear what you have com- 
prehended. 


18. Now you will un- 
derstand the parable of 
the sower. 
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11. 'O awdpos éorip 
6 Abyos TOU Veod- 

19. Tlavrds axovorros 
Tov Ndyor THs Bactrelas 
kal uh ouvievros, Epxe- 
Tat o wovnpds Kal apma- 
tec rd éowappdvoy ev TH 
Kapéla avrov: obrés €otiy 
0 rapa THy Oddy orapels. 


20. 'O dé érl ra e- 
rpwdn omapels, ob rés éo- 
Tiv 0 TOY NbYor axovwy, 
kal evdus peTa yapas 
AauBarwy aurdv- 

21. Ovx Eyer 5é pitay 
év éavT@, add srpdc- 
Ka:pos éort: ‘yevouérns 
d¢ UrAipews } diwypou id 
roy doyor, evOUs oxavda- 
Alterat. 

22. 'O dé els TAs dxdy- 
das omapels, olds éorev 
6 TOv Néyor dkovwy, Kal 
mn pwépiuva Tov aildvos 
Tovrov kal 7 dmrdrn Tov 
mwhovrou ouumrvivyer Tov 
Abyor, Kal Akapros yive- 
TAL. 

23. ‘O 6é érl ray yay 
Thv kadnv orapels, obrés 
édoriv 0 TdY AOYyOR axovwY 
kal oumwy bs 6% Kap- 
wogpope:, kal moet 6 wey 
éxarov, 0 5€ é&jxovra, o 
dé tTpidxovra. 

18. BrAérere ody wids 
dxovere’ bs yap av &xn, 
doOhoerar air: kal ds 
dy un ex, xal 6 doxet 
éxeww dpOhjcera: dw av- 
TOU. 


Luke viii. 11. The seed 
is the word of God. 


Matt. xtii. 19. When 
any one heareth the 
word of the kingdom, 
and understandeth it 
not, then cometh the 
wicked one, and catch- 
eth away that which 
was sown in his heart. 
This is he which re- 
ceived seed by the way 
side. 

20. But he that re- 
ceived the seed into 
stony places, the same 
is he that heareth the 
word, and anon with 
joy receiveth it; 


21. Yet hath he not 
root .in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for 
when tribulation or per- 
secution ariseth because 
of the word, by and by 
he is offended. 

22, He also that re- 
ceived seed among the 
thorns is he that heareth 
the word; and the care 
of this world, and the 
deceitfulnessé of riches, 
choke the word, and he 
becometh unfruitful. 


23. But he that re- 
ceived seed into the 
rood ground igs he that 
eareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which 
also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some a 
hundredfold,some sixty, 
some thirty. 


Luke viii. 18. Take 
heed therefore how ye 
hear: for whosoever 
hath,e to him shall be 
yiven; and whosoever 
ath not, from him shal] 
be taken even that which 
he seemeth to have.¢ 
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11. The seed is the 
comprehension of God. 


19. When any one hears 
the teaching about the 
kingdom of God and 
does not take it to his 
heart, there comes the 
enemy and takes away 
what was sown in his 
heart. That is the seed 
which is sown by the 
wayside. 


20. What is sown on 
the stone is he who hears 
the teaching of the king- 
dom of God and under- 
stands the teaching, and 
then receives it with joy 
in his heart; 

21. And doves not hold 
the root in himself, but 
for a while only. And 
when pressure and per- 
secution for the teach- 
ing comes, he at once 
submits to deception, 


22. And what is sown 
among the thorns is he 
who understands the 
teaching; and worldly 
cares and love of riches 
choke the teaching, and 
it brings no fruit. 


23. But what has fallen 
on good ground is he 
who has understood the 
teaching and receives it 
into his heart; that bears 


some a  hundredfold, 
some fifty, and some 
thirty. 


18. See to it how you 
understand. He who 
holds on gets it, and he 
who dves not hold on 
has even that taken 
from him which he 
thinks he has. 


(a) ovv is translated by now, which meaning it has 


here. 


(6) In many texts stands ayamrn, which is simpler 
and clearer and more correct. 
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(c) €yw means to hold. This expression sounds like a 
proverb and may refer to a pail or bag: A strong bag 
will hold all, but a poor bag will lose the last. 

(id) I take this verse from Matthew and Luke, as it is 
the same in both. 


The disciples ask why he speaks in parables and what 
he means by them. Aud Jesus answers, Only to you is 
it given to understand the kingdom of God, like the seed 
that has fallen on good ground. But to the others, like 
the seed that perishes, it is not given. And it is given to 
you to increase, hike the good seed in the ground, but 
from the others even that life will be taken which, it 
seemed, was in them, just as the seed is destroyed by the 
wayside, on the stone, and in the thorns. It is this that 
I say in the parables, for they do not see, do not compre- 
hend the whole good. They are like those men of whom 
Isaiah says that God punished them, because looking on 
they did not see and listening they did not hear. The 
heart of these men has grown fat, and so they do not 
understand what is before them. 

You are happy in that you understand. Such is the 
meaning of the parable from the external side; but 
the internal meaning is quite different. 

And Jesus explains the internal meaning. 

The external meaning of the parable is this, that some 
people are predetermined for death, and others for life. 
The internal meaning is this, that there is no predeter- 
mination, but that each can retain the comprehension and 
acquire it with a surplus. 

What has fallen by the wayside is the indifference, the 
neglect in respect to the comprehension, and so Jesus 
cautions men against indifference and neglect, and says 
that they must make an effort, in order to receive the 
comprehension into their hearts. 

What has fallen on the stones is weakness, and so 
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Jesus cautions against it, and shows that man must make 
an effort, in order not to waver during offences and perse- 


cutions. 


The thorns are the worldly cares, and Jesus cautions 
against them and points out that man must make an 
effort in order to reject them. 

The good ground is the comprehension and fulfilment, 
in spite of offences and cares. 

And Jesus shows that he who will make this effort and 
will fulfil it will receive life with a surplus. 


PARABLE 


44. Tidy» duola éorly 
n Baoidela TOY ovpavar 
Onoaupy_ KEKPULLEVY év 
TH aypy, bv evpwr dv- 
Opwros Expupye: xal did 
THS Xapas avrod urd-ye, 
kal wavra dea éxe. Tw- 
et, Kxal ayopdte roy 
aypov éxetvov. 

45. Tlddcy duola éorly 
% Baowrtela TwY ovpavwr 
avOpwrm éurdpy fn- 
Tovrre xahovs papyapl- 
Tas’ 

46. “Os ebpwv &va 
wodvripov papyaplrny, 
drekOwy wérpaxe wavra 
bca elye, xal trydpaceyv 
aurév. 


OF THE HIDDEN 


Matt. xiii. 44. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto treasure hid 
in a fleld, the which 
whena man hath found, 
he hideth, and for joy 
thereof goeth and sell- 
eth all that he hath, and 
buyeth that field. 


45. Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a 
merchantman, seeking 
goodly pearls: 


46. Who, when he had 
found one pear) of dae 
price, went and sold all 
ey he had, and bought 


TREASURE 


44. The kingdom of 
God is like a treasure 
hidden in a fleld, A 
man has found = the 
treasure and has hidden 
it (again). And for the 
joy of having found it 
ie goes and sells all that 
he has, and buys that 
field. 


45. Again, the king- 
dom of heaven is as 
when a merchant is buy- 
ing up precious stones, 


46. And having found 
a precious stone, he goes 
and sells all (the former) 
that he had, and buys 
that one. 


The kingdom of God is like the one who wants to have 


a pearl or treasure, which he knows is buried in the 
field. And having learned of it, he sells everything, in 
order to acquire the pearl and the field. 


PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 
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Matt. xiti. 31. The 
kingdom of heaven is 
like to a grain of mus- 
tard seed, which a man 
took, and sowed in his 
field : 


31. The kingdom of 
heaven is like a birch 
seed, which a man took, 
and sowed in his fleld. 
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32. Which indeed is 
the least of all seeds: 
but when it is grown, it 
is the greatest among 
herbs, and becometh a 
tree, 80 that the birds 
of the air come and 
lodge in the branches 
thereof, 
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32. Though it is the 
least of all seeds, it will 
be greater than any 
grass when it is grown, 
and will become a tree, 
and the feathered birds 
will make nests in its 
branches. 


KaracKknvouy év Tos KAd- 
dois avrov, 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


Jesus announces that the kingdom of God has come, 
and yet no visible change has taken place. He announces 
to his disciples that from now on heaven is open, and 
between heaven and men there is a constant communion. 
He announces that it is not necessary to separate our- 
selves from corrupt people, that they are not guilty, and 
that those only are guilty who think that they are good 
because they execute the law of God. 

He announces that no external purification is needed, 
that only that which comes from within can defile, and 
that only the spirit purifies. 

He announces that it is not necessary to observe the 
Sabbath, that this observance is foolish and false, and 
that the Sabbath is a human institution. 

He announces that not only are fasts useless, but that 

eall the old external rites are harmful for his teaching. 

Finally, he announces that it is not right to serve God 
with sacrifices. We do not need oxen, nor sheep, nor 
doves, nor money, not even the temple itself; that there 
is a spirit; that the spirit does not want sacrifices, but 
love; and that the spirit is to be served — by all, always, 
at all times — in the spirit and with deeds. 


When the Pharisees saw and heard all that, they came 
to Jesus and began to ask him how he preached the king- 
dom of God, since he rejected God. And he answered 
them, The kingdom of God, as I preach it, is not the 
same as what the former prophets preached about. They 
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said that God will come with all kinds of manifestations, 
but I say that the kingdom of God is such that its com- 
ing cannot be seen. 

And if you are told that it has come or is coming, or 
that it is here, you do not believe. The kingdom of God 
is not in time and not in any place; it is like lightning, 
— here and there and everywhere, and it has no time and 
no place, because here it is, within you. 

After that a Pharisee, a Jewish elder, Nicodemus, came 
to Jesus in secret, and said to him, Thou teachest that 
the kingdom of God has come, and that it is within us, 
and yet thou dost not order men to fast and to offer sac- 
rifices, but destroyest the temple; so what kind of a 
kingdom of God is yours, and where 1s it ? 

Aud Jesus answered hin, Thou must understand that 
if a man is begotten by God the Father, he sees the king- 
dom of God. Nicodemus did not understand what Jesus 
told him, that every man was already begotten by God, and 
said, How can a man, if he is begotten from the flesh of the 
father and has grown old, again creep into the womb of 
his mother and again be begotten by the flesh by God ? 

And Jesus answered him, Understand what I say, 
I say that man, besides the flesh, is begotten by the 
spint, and so each man is of flesh and of the spirit, and, 
so each man can enter the kingdom of God. Of the flesh 
is flesh. Of the flesh can not the spirit be born; only 
of the spirit can there be the spirit. The spirit is that 
which lives in thee, and it lives freely and rationally, and 
it is that for which thou knowest neither beginning nor 
end. And every man feels it in himself. And so why 
dost thou wonder when I tell thee that we must be 
begotten from heaven by God, by the spirit ? 

Nicodemus said, Still I do not believe that that could 
be possible. 

Then Jesus said to him, What teacher art thou if thou 
dost not understand that? Thou must understand that 
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Iam not talking of any recondite things; I am talking 
of what we all know; I assure men of what we all see. 
How wilt thou believe in what is in heaven, if thou dost 
not believe in what is on earth, in thyself? No one has 
been in heaven, but there is on earth in man the son of 
God, the spirit, the one which is God. 

The very son of God in man must be worshipped, as 
you worshipped God, when Moses in the wilderness 
exalted not the flesh of the serpent, but its image, and 
that image became the salvation of men. Even so we 
must exalt the son of God in man, not the flesh of man, 
but the son of God in man, in order that men, relying 
upon it, may not know death, but shall have non-tem- 
poral life in the kingdom of God. 

Not for the ruin, but for the good of the world has God 
given his son, who is like himself. He gave him for this, 
that every man, relying upon him, might not perish, but 
might have non-temporal life. He did not bring his son, 
life, into the world of men, in order to destroy men, but 
that the world of men might live by it and be in the 
kingdom of God. 

And he who relies on God is in the kingdom of God, 
in the power of God; and he who does not depend on 
him destroys himself, by not relying on that which is life. 
Destruction consists in this, that life came into the world, 
but men themselves walk away from life. Life is the 
light of men. The light came into the world, but men 
prefer darkness to light, and do not walk toward the light. 
The light is the comprehension, and so he who does evil 
evades the light, the comprehension, that his deeds may 
not be seen, and remains in the power of God. 

In his remarks to the Pharisees and discourse with 
Nicodemus Jesus explains what he means by the king- 
dom of God and by God. 

God and the kingdom of God are in men. God is the 
non-carnal principle which gives life to man. This non- 
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carnal principle he calls the son of God in man, the son 
of man. The son of man is the comprehension. It 
has to be exalted and deitied, and by it we must live. 
He who lives in the comprehension lives non-temporally ; 
he who does not live in it does not live, — he perishes. 

What, then, is this God the Father, who is not the 
creator of everything and not separate from the world, as 
the Jews understood him to be? How are we to under- 
stand this Father, whose son is in man, and how are we 
to understand his relation to men ? 

To this Jesus replies in parables. 

The kingdom of God is not to be understood as you 
think, namely, that for all men the kingdom of God will 
come in some one place and at some certain time, but 
that in the whole world there are always some people 
who rely upon God, who become the sons of the king- 
dom, and others, who do not rely upon him, who are 
destroyed. 

God the spint, the Father of that spirit which is in 
man, is (rod and the Father of those only who recognize 
themselves as his sons. And so only those exist for 
God who have retained within them what he has given 
them. 

And Jesus began to talk to them about the kingdom of 
God, and he explained it by examples. He said, God the 
Father sows in the world the life of the comprehension, 
just as the farmer sows his seeds in his field. He sows 
in the whole field, without paying any attention to where 
each seed will fall. 

And some seeds fall by the wayside and the birds 
come and pick them. And other seeds fall on the stones, 
where they grow indeed, but soon wither, because they 
cannot take root. And others. again fall into the thorns, 
and the thorns choke the wheat, and the ears will grow, 
but will not fill up. And others again fall in good 
ground, and these spring up and make up for the lost 
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seeds and grow full in the ears, and some ears give a 
hundredfold, and some sixty and some thirty. 

Just so God has scattered the comprehension among 
men. In some it is lost, and in others it bears a hun- 
dredfold, and they form the kingdom of God. 

Thus the kingdom of God is not such as you imagine 
it to be, namely, that God is ruling over you. God is only 
the comprehension, and the kingdom of God will be in 
those who will take it. But God does not govern men. 

As the farmer casts the seeds into the ground and 
does not think of them, but the seeds swell and sprout 
themselves, and grow into blades and ears, and fill up, 
and the master sends the reapers to cut them down, 
when they are ripe; so also has God given his son, 
the comprehension, to the world, and the comprehension 
grows of itself in the world, and the sons of the compre- 
hension form the kingdom of God. 

As a woman puts the leaven into the trough and mixes 
it with the flour, and does not mix it any more, but waits 
for it to leaven of itself and rise; so God does not enter 
into the life of men, as long as they live. God gave the 
comprehension to the world, and the comprehension lives 
itself among men and forms the kingdom of God. God 
the spirit is the God of life and good, and so there are no 
death and no evil for him. Death and evil are for 
men, and not for God. 

The kingdom of heaven may be compared with this: 
a farmer has sowed good seed in his field. The farmer 
is the spirit of God; the field is the world; and the 
seeds are the sons of the kingdom of God. 

The farmer lies down to sleep, and the enemy comes 
and sows tares. The enemy is temptation; the tares 
are the sons of the temptation. And now the servants 
come to the farmer and say, Hast thou sowed bad seed ? 
Many tares have sprung up in thy field. Send us to 
weed them out, But the farmer says, It is not neces- 
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sary, for when you weed out the tares you will tramp 
down the wheat. Let them grow together; when the 
harvest comes, I will tell the reapers to pick out the 
tares and will have them burned, and the wheat I will 
gather in my barn. 

The harvest is the end of human life, and the reapers 
are the power of God. And as the tares will be burned 
and the wheat will be cleaned and garnered, even so at 
the end of life everything will perish which was the decep- 
tion of time, and there will be left only the true hfe in 
the spirit. For God there is no evil. God preserves that 
which he needs, which is his own; and what is not his 
does not exist for him. 

The kingdom of heaven is like a drawnet. The net is 
cast out in the sea and brings up all kinds of fish. Then, 
when the drawnet is pulled out, the spoiled fish are taken 
out and cast into the sea. Even so it will be at the end 
of time. The power of God will pick out the good, and 
the bad will be rejected. 

And when he finished speaking, his disciples began to 
ask him how these parables were to be understood. 

And he said to them, These parables have to be under- 
stood in two ways. All these parables I speak because 
there are some, like you, my disciples, who understand 
what the kingdom of God consists in, who understand 
that the kingdom of God is within us, and who know 
how to enter it, but others do not understand that. 
Others look and do not see, and listen and do not under- 
stand, because their hearts have grown fat. 

And so I speak in parables for two purposes; I speak 
to both. To some I say what the kingdom is to God, and 
I tell them that some enter the kingdom, and others do 
not, and they can understand me. But to you J tell how 
to enter the kingdom of God. And look and understand 
the parable of the sower as is proper. For you the para- 
ble means this: 
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Every man who hears the teaching of the kingdom 
of God, but does not take it to his heart, 1s overcome 
by deceit, and he destroys the teaching in his heart, — 
it is the seed sown by the wayside. What is sown on 
the stones is he who hears the teaching and accepts it 
with joy. But there is no root in him, and he receives 
it only for a while, and when pressure is_ brought 
to bear and offence is offered him for his teaching, he 
himself takes offence. What is sown among the worm- 
wood is he who hears the teaching, but the cares of 
the world and his eagerness for wealth chokes the 
teaching and it gives forth no fruit. And what is 
sown on the good ground is he who hears the teach- 
ing and understands and brings forth fruit, some a 
hundredfold, and some sixty, and some thirty. 

For he who holds on will get much, and he who does 
not hold will be deprived of the last. 

And so see to it how you understand the parables. 
Understand them in such a way that you do not submit 
to deception, offences, cares, but bring forth fruit a hun- 
dredfold and enter the kingdom of God. 

The kingdom of God grows large in the soul from 
nothing, but gives everything. It is like a birch seed, 
which is the smallest of seeds; when it grows up it is 
creater than all the trees, and the birds of “heaven make 
their nests in it. 

After that there came the disciples of John to ask 
Jesus whether he was the one of whom he had said that 
he opened the kingdom of God and renovated men by the 
spirit. 

Jesus replied, and said, Look and listen, and tell John 
whether the kingdom of God has come and whether men 
are renovated by the spirit. Tell him how I preach the 
kingdom of God. In the prophecies it says that when 
the kingdom of God comes, all men will be blessed; tell 
him, then, that my kingdom of God is such that the poor 
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are blessed, and that every man who hears me becomes 
blessed. 

Having dismissed the disciples of John, Jesus began to 
explain to the people what kingdom of God John had 
announced. 

He said, When you went to be baptized by John in the 
wilderness, what did you go to see? If you wanted to 
see a man dressed in rich raiment, such men live here in 
palaces. What, then, is it that you saw in the wilder- 
ness? Do you think that you went because John was a 
prophet? Do not think so. John was not a prophet, but 
the one of whom the prophets have written. He is the one 
who has announced the coming of the kingdom of God. 

Verily I tell you, No greater man has been born than 
John. He was in the kingdom of God, and so he was 
greater than all. 

The law and the prophets were needed before John ; 
but since John, and even now, the kingdom of God upon 
earth is announced, and he who makes an effort enters 
into it. 

The lawyers and the Pharisees did not understand what 
it was John was announcing, and they had no regard for 
him. This tribe, the lawyers and the Pharisees, regard as 
truth only what they themselves invent. They learn their 
law by rote and listen to each other. But what John has 
said and what I say they do not hear, nor understand. 
Of all that John has said they understood only so much, 
that he fasted in the wilderness, and they say, The devil 
isin him. Of what I say they have understood only this 
much, that I do not fast, and they say, He eats and drinks 
with the tax-collectors, and is a friend of corrupt people. 

They are like children in the street, who prattle with 
one another and wonder why no one listens to them. 
Their wisdom is seen by their works. 

Everything which I teach men to do is easy and simple, 
for the kingdom of God is announced as bliss. 


THE LAW (THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT). 
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CHAPTER IV. 


AND THE POOR 


Matt. tz. 35. And 
Jesus went about all 
the cities and villages, 
teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the king- 
dom, and healing every 
sicknesse and every dis- 
ease among the people. 


36. But when he saw 
the multitudes, he was 
moved with compassion 
on them, because they 
fainted, and were scat- 
tered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd. 


37. Then saith he unto 
his disciples, The har- 
vest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are 
few; 

38. Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth 
labourers into his har- 
vest. 


Matt. v. 1. And see- 
ing the multitudes, he 
went up into a moun- 
tain: and when he was 
set, his disciples came 
unto him: 


Luke vi. 20. And he 
lifted up his eyes on 
his disciples? and said, 
Blessed be ye poor: for 
yours is¢ the kingdom 
of God. 


21. Blessed are ye that 
hunger now: for ye shall 
be filled. 
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THE RICH 


35. And Jesus went 
about all the cities and 
Villages, teaching in the 
assemblies, and, preach- 
ing, announced the pres- 
ence of God. 


36. ee at the 
multitudes, Jesus was 
moved with compassion 
for them, for they were 
like mane? sheep with- 
out a shepherd. 


1. And seeing the mul- 
titudes, Jesus went up 
into a mountain and sat 
down there, and his dis- 
ciples came to him. 


20. And lifting his eyes 
to his disciples he said, 
Blessed are you mendi- 
cants, for yours ig the 
kingdom of God, 


21. Blessed are those 
of you who hunger now, 
for you shall be filled. 
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(a) I leave out healing every sickness, as unnecessary 
and referring to the miracles, the proofs of the truth of 
the teaching. | 

(6) We must not forget that both according to Mat- 
thew, where it says that the disciples went up to Jesus 
before he began to speak, and according to Luke, where it 
says that, raising his eyes to his disciples, he began to 
speak, Jesus was speaking to the multitudes, though 
he directed his remarks to his disciples, and, according 
to Luke, he said to them, Blessed are you, the poor, 
meaning them as much as himself, the poor, the va- 
grants. 

(c) In Matthew it says rrwyolt to mvevuatt; in Luke 
it is simply mrwyot. Is to rvevpate omitted in Luke, or 
is it added in Matthew ? 

In order to solve this, it is necessary first to understand 
what mvevuatt means in this passage. 

This is what the church interpretations say to the word 
in spire : 


Blessed: What blessedness is meant here, is shown by the 
explanations which follow after each blessed, — namely, the bless- 
edness of the kingdom of Messiah. 

The poor in spirit: To be poor in spirit means to have an 
humble conception of one’s spiritual qualities, to destroy oneself, 
consider oneself a sinner; in general, a poor man in spirit is an 
humble man, whose quality is opposed to that of pride, ambition, 
or selfishness. Since Adam fell from pride, having presumed to 
be God, Christ regenerates us by means of humility. He added 
wn the spirit that thou mightest understand humility and not 
poverty. Why, then, did he not say humble instead of poor? 
Because the latter is more striking than the first. To them 
belongs the kingdom of heaven, that is, they are capable and 
worthy of receiving blessedness in the kingdom of heaven; for 
the humble man, recognizing his sinfulness and unworthiness, 
completely surrenders himself to the guidance of divine grace, 
not in the least relying on his spiritual powers, and grace takes 
him to the kingdom. Humility is the door to the kingdom of 
heaven, (Archim. Mikh., Gospel of Matt., p. 66.) 
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This is what Reuss says (Nouv. Test., Vol. I, pp. 195 
and 196). 


En général, ces macarismes exaltent la condition de ceux qui 
préférent aux jouissances de ce monde la vie en Dieu et la paix 
avec Je ciel. L’expérience prouve que ce choix est douloureux et 
difficile, parce que la faiblesse humaine se heurte contre deux 
écueils également formidables et dangereux. D’un coté on se 
trouve en face de l’antipathie du monde qui n’a que le mépris 
ou la haine pour tout ce qui lui est étranger; de l’autre cété il 
v « Vorgueil naturel de Vesprit et les mauvais penchants du coeur, 
qui nous sollicitent incessumment et nous écartent de la voie du 
salut. Voila pour quoi Jésus appelle heureux ceux qui savent 
éviter ces écueils, vaincre leurs affections vicieuses, reconnaitre 
leur imperfection naturelle, braver les séductions et les menaces 
d'un monde pervers et hostile, et accepter ce que cette résolution 
courageusement prise et exécutée peut leur valoir d’épreuves et 
de tribulations. 


All that may be profound, but all those utterances are 
merely the ideas of a Theophilactes, a St. Jerome, a Reuss, 
and not of Christ. For if Christ wanted in this passage 
to speak of humility, he would have said so clearly, as he 
has said so in many, many places. Here, apparently, 
Jesus did not wish to speak of humility, in the first place, 
because poverty of spirit, that is the combination of 
words mwTwyot T® mvevuate makes no sense whatever. 
IIrwyos means a mendicant, homeless man, vagrant, with- 
out that contemptuous meaning which is ascribed to the 
word, and so it 1s impossible to say vagrants in spirit; 
in the second place, because the whole Gospel teaches that 
it is necessary to elevate the spirit, live by the spirit, so 
how can Jesus say that those are blessed who are poor 
in the spirit? In the third place, it says in Matthew that 
blessed aré in general those who are poor in spirit, and 
then, among the number of blessed people, are counted out 
other cases of blessedness which result from this condi- 
tion. However, “which hunger after righteousness,” in 
no way harmonizes with the idea of humility, Even 
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though the conception of hungering after righteousness is 
not opposed to the idea of humility, it in no way follows 
from humility. 

In the fourth place, all the subsequent beatitudes, from 
the fact that only to the tirst 1s attached the clause, For 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven, apparently ought to 
explain the first. But the idea of hungering after right- 
eousness, of being merciful and pure of heart, does not 
follow from the idea of humility. 

In the fifth place, the rewards promised for the quali- 
ties counted out are opposed to the idea of humility: 
Shall see God, inherit the earth, be called the children of 
God. 

From all that we see that the translation of rrwyot ro 
mvevpate by humble is quite irregular and impossible, and 
that these two words have no meaning in this context. 

What meaning can wrwyot have without mvevpati? 

According to Luke, Jesus says, Blessed are you va- 
grants, because you are in the kingdom of God. 

(1) The meaning of these words may be quite out of 
harmony with the judgments of St. Jerome and of a rich 
youth and of all the present and former rich men, who 
call themselves Christians and bearers of Christian truths, 
but it is philologically none the less quite correct. Jesus 
says that according to his teaching the vagrants are 
blessed, precisely what he had them tell to John, when 
he was asked what his teaching consisted in. 

(2) This meaning is entirely in accord with the mean- 
ing of the teaching after and before the sermon on the 
mount. 

John was a mendicant, a vagrant. Jesus was a vagrant 
all his life. Jesus taught that the rich could not enter 
the kingdom of heaven and that one must renounce every- 
thing, and so forth, and nearly the whole sermon on the 
mount speaks of nothing else. The sermon of the mount 
begins by saying that the vagrants are blessed, and ends 
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by saying that we must not collect, but live as the birds 
and field flowers live. 

From all this it is clear that the word T@ mrvevpatt is 
not omitted in Luke, but is added in Matthew. But 
why and how was it added ? 

It may be that in some version it said, Blessed in the 
spirit are the poor paxdpro. of mTwyol To wvedmarTt, that 
is, that the mendicants, the vayrants, are still blessed in 
the spirit. This would explain the appearance in this 
passage of the unexpected word t@ mvevmarte. In copy- 
ing and orally repeating the passage, it was natural for 
men who were guided by the same feeling which took 
possession of the rich youth, when he heard that the 
kingdom of God belonged to the homeless men, to trans- 
fer this tw mvevpati to rrwyot, and, as St. Jerome did, to 
explain that Jesus purposely added in the spirit, that we 
might understand that the humble, and not the poor, were 
meant. The obscured meaning of these first words of 
Matthew had this effect, that in copying there entered 
into these first verses of Matthew the utterances which 
have nothing at all in common with the first beatitude, 
namely, verses 5-9 : 


5. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

6. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after right- 
eousuess: for they shall be filled. | 

7. Blessed are the merciful: for they shal] obtain mercy. 

8. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

9. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 


The ideas expressed in these verses, outside of the 
obscurity of some of them, and of the fact that these 
utterances are repetitions of utterances in the Old Testa- 
ment, really express nothing which is not expressed more 
appropriately and more strongly in other passages of the 
Gospel; here they are obviously out of place and acci- 
dental. | 
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With the obscure meaning which is gotten from the 
third verse by the addition of the word spirit, they may 
have been added; but with the clear meaning which 
Luke’s version gives, they are evidently out of place and 
impair the sense. And so I omit 7@ mvevmate as an 
unintelligible word, as also the interpolated verses. In 
order that it may be clear that this omission changes 
nothing in the meaning of the sermon and introduces no 
new ideas, I copy here the interpretations of the church 
and of Reuss. From either it is apparent that the inter- 
preters invent a meaning, which could be attached to any 
most obscure and unimportant words. 


Meek: Meekness is expressed mainly in the patient endur- 
ance of offences offered by others. It is not a weakness of char- 
acter, not a neglect of one’s legal rights, not cowardice, but a 
quality which is opposed to anger, malice, and revengetulness. 
The meek man, in bearing an insult, is convinced that God in 
his justice will himself avenge his insult, if that is necessary 
(Rom. xii. 19). Meekness brings forth peace and subdues wrath 
and wrangling. 

Inherit the earth: A metaphorical expression borrowed, no 
doubt, from the inheritance of the promised land by the Jews. 
The promise of inheriting the land of Canaan was an expression 
of good-will, of the highest good. Thus this expression in the 
passage under discussion does not signify that the meek will get 
the possession of the land, but that they will receive the highest 
blessings, the highest good, especially in the life tocome. How- 
ever, the sensuous goods in this life are not excluded here. 

Since a meek man may think that he is losing his property, 
Christ promises the opposite, saying that the meek man safely 
holds his possessions, — he is not impudent, or ambitious; but 
he who, on the contrary, will be such, will lose even the inherited 
possessions, and will even cause the ruin of his soul. Conse- 
quently the promises of the Saviour signify that the meek in his 
kingdom will receive the benefits which he brings with him, 
both here, upon earth, and above, in the kingdom of heaven. 

Which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: Hunger and 
thirst serve as a picture of a strong desire to receive this or that 
spiritual good. Righteousness is truth before God, or the justi- 
fication before the judgment of God’s truth, brought forward by 
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our Lord Jesus and appropriated by man by his faith in its 
redeeming action. 

To hunger and thirst after righteousness thus signifies a 
strong desire, like physical hunger and thirst, to be righteous 
before God by faith in the Lord Christ as the redeemer of the 
world. 

They shall be filled: That is, with this righteousness; the justi- 
fication will be given to them in the kingdom of Messiah, they 
will obtain it, will be brought to it. If we understand here 
righteousness in the narrower sense of the word, as that species 
of righteousness which is the opposite to the love of litigation, we 
may by being filled understand a sensuous reward, for he who 
loves justice possesses everything with security. They shall be 
filled even here, because they are satisfied with little, and still 
more in the world to come. 

The merciful: Those who will be touched by the misfortunes 
and in general by the sufferings of others, and help them in 
whatever way they can, with their efforts or counsels, or conde- 
scensions to their foibles, or in general with what their neigh- 
bours may have a need of. For this they shall themselves be 
dealt with mercifully. The Lord himself will be merciful to 
them for their mercy. He will receive them into his kingdom, 
which in itself serves as a sign of God’s mercy toward man. 

However, they shall obtain mercy even here from men, for he 
who yesterday has shown mercy and to-day has fallen into mis- 
fortune will obtain mercy from all. 

The pure in heart: Those whose actions, thoughts, intentions, 
aud moral rules of activity are pure, unselfish, and truthful, — 
in general men who preserve their spiritual purity, who have 
obtained absolute purity and are not conscious of any cunning, 
or who pass their lives in chastity, for, in order to see God, we 
have no other need than this virtue. 

Shall see God: Not only in spiritual contemplation, but also 
with their physical eyes, in his manifestations, and not only in 
the world to come, when with all the saints they will enjoy the 
contemplation of God, but also in this world, when in the purity 
of their hearts they will be more able than any one else to see 
God in his proper beauty and to enter into communion with him. 
As a mirror reflects the pictures when it is pure, thus only a 
pure heart can contemplate God and comprehend the Scripture. 
This promise does not contradict those passages of Scripture 
where mention is made of the impossibility of seeing God, for 
in those latter passages reference is had to the full vision or com- 
prehension of God in his essence, which is really impossible ; 
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Scripture frequently speaks of seeing God, in so far as that is 
possible for man, for God reveals himself to man in accessible 
images, though in himself he is purest spirit. 

Peacemakers: Those who, living in the world with all, use 
their means, their influence, for making peace among men in any 
relation whatever, who avert contentions and discord, who make 
peace among antagonists, and so forth. 

Children of God: All the believers are children of one heavenly 
Father, but especially the peacemakers. 

God is a God of peace: Those who make peace among men are 
like to God particularly in this, and are especially worthy to be 
called the children of God. They are particularly like the God- 
man, who came upon earth for the especial reason that he might 
reconcile God and men, and in this case they are indeed the 
children of the God-man. 

Shall be called: That is, shall actually be such. 


Reuss (p. 196): 


Nous pensons qu’on peut facilement ramener toutes les quali- 
tés du vrai disciple de Christ, énumérées dans notre texte, a cette 
idée fondamentale et simple. La pauvreté en esprit n'est done 
ni la misere matérielle supportée pieusement, ni le manque de 
capacités intellectuelles. Elle est opposée a la richesse imagi- 
naire, qui est essentiellement celle de homme qui prétend étre 
moralement parfait ou quitte envers Dieu; et de méme qu'elle a 
la conscience de ce qui Jui manque a cet égard, elle s’empresse 
aussi d’aller & la véritable source du bien et de la vérité. (Le 
terme est fréquemment employé dans les Psaumes dans un sens 
analogue.) Les autres qualifications n’out pas besoin d’explica- 
tion; nous aurons seulement a justifier l'emploi du mot resigne, 
que nos prédécesseurs remplacent par doux et debonnaire. Cette 
derniére version est acceptable, et semble bien s’accorder avec la 
misericorde et l’esprit pacifique. Mais comme dans Jes premieres 
phrases il s’agit plutét de rapports religieux que sociaux, et qua 
vrai dire tout se concentre dans |’idée qu’il faut agir de maniére 
a étre bien avec Dieu, la douceur d’humeur s’exprimera dans la 
soumission a la volonté supréme, l’amour de la paix se révélera 
dans l’abnégation, dans la patience, dans le renoncement & la 
lutte aggressive ou rémunératrice avec le monde (v. 38 suiv.). Kt 
la misericorde méme (donut le nom en hébreu est identique avec 
celui de la charité) peut rentrer dans le méme cercle d’idées. La 
pureté du ceeur est naturellement opposée & la pureté légale, & une 
pratique réglementaire des devoirs civils oy rituels, Enfin la 
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justice, qui dans le sens judaique est l’exact accomplissement 
des prescriptions positives, sera dans le sens évargélique (v. 20) 
Ja perfection intérieure, telle que la suite du discours la décrira 
par une série d’exemples. 


(d) O7t Umerepa eotiv means is accessible to you, you are 
already in the kingdom of God, because you are vagrants. 
The kingdom of God is open and accessible to vagrants 
and closed against rich men. 


21. Makxdpuor of xdal- 
ovres viv, bre yedacere. 

22. Maxdpl éore, 
bray pichowow vuas ol 
&vGpwro, kal drav ado- 
plowow vas, Kal dvecdi- 
awoi, kal éxBddrwor 7d 
Svoua Uuwy ws movnpdy, 
Evexa Tov viol Tov avépu- 
ov. 

23. Xalpere év éxelyy 
Th Mueépa Kal oKiprh- 
care: ldov yap, 6 plabds 
Yudy words év r@ ov- 
pavy’ Kara raidra yap 
€rolovy rots mpopiraits 
ol marépes aur wv. 

24. IIAnv oval duty 
rots wAovaolos, ore amé- 
xeTe THY mwapdkAnouw 
UU@Y. 

25. Oval vuty, ol éu- 
werdnopévor, Sre mevd-~ 
cere. oval duty, ol yeNor- 
res vor, bre mrevOhoere 
kal xNavoere. 

26. Oval vpiv, Srav 
Karas buas drwoe rav- 
res ol AvOpwrot Kata 
Tavra yap érolovy rots 
Yevdorpopyras ol raré- 
€s auT Wy. 


Luke wi. 21. Blessed 
are ye that weep now: 
for ye shall laugh. ¢ 


22. Blessed are ye, 
when men shall hate 
you, and when they 


Shall separate you from 
their company, and shall 
reproach you, and cast 
out your name as evil, 
for the Son of man’s 
sake. 


23. ae ae ye in that 
day, and leap for joy: 
for, behold, your re- 
ward is great in heaven: 
for in the like manner 
did their fathers unto 
the prophets. 


24. But) woe unto yous 
that are rich! for ye 
have received your con- 
solation.¢ 


25. Woe unto you that 
are full! for ye shall 
hunger. Woe unto you 
that laugh now! for ye 
shall mourn and weep. 


26. Woe unto you 
when all men_ shall 
speak well of you! for 
so did their fathers to 
the false prophets. 


21. Happy are those 
who wey now, for you 
will laugh. 

22. Happy are you, 
when men will account 
you for nothing and will 
rehounce you, and re- 
proach you, and con- 
demn your work, and 
call it bad for the sake 
of the son of man. 


23, Rejoice then and 
dance, for your reward 
is great with God, Their 
fathers did the same 
with the prophets. 


24. But pitiable are 
you who are rich! You 
are pitiable, because you 
remove consolation from 
yourselves. 


25. Pitiable are you 
that are full! for you 
will be suffering. Piti- 
able are you who laugh 
now! for you will mourn 
and weep. 


26. Pitiable you are, 
when all men praise 
you! for so did their 
fathers praise the false 
prophets. 


(a) ovat with the dative cannot be translated otherwise 
than by the adjective pitiadle. 
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(b) wAnv, which points to contradistinction, shows that 
ovat with the’ dative is opposed to waxdpuos. 

(c) The words 671 améyete THY TapaxAnow vor is 
generally translated in the most incorrect manner pos- 
sible, received consolation. améyw means to remove from 
one, that is, not to enter the kingdom of God. This 
expression corresponds to the expression, Because yours 
is the kingdom of God. As the subsequent beatitudes 
are the result of poverty, so here the subsequent mis- 
fortunes are the consequences of the rejection of the 
consolation of the kingdom of God. 


From the whole teaching and example of Jesus it 
follows that, in order to obtain the kingdom of God, it is 
necessary not to care for the carnal life. John, who was 
the first to proclaim the kingdom of God, lived in the 
wilderness. Jesus, too, went into the wilderness, and 
after the wilderness lived without a home and without 
possessions. The chief idea of the temptation is the 
renunciation of worldly goods. 

The discourse with Simon and with the whore, the 
parable of the Pharisee and the tax-collector, the instruc- 
tion as to what defiles man, the conversation with the 
woman of Samaria, the discourse with the Vharisees 
aud with Nicodemus, express the uselessness of every- 
thing earthly and carnal for the human good and for 
life. The parable of the sprouting seeds, where it says 
that the two chief obstacles for entering the kingdom 
of God are the fear of persecutions and the love of 
riches, everything speaks of the renunciation of earthly 
cares. A man who has renounced all earthly cares is a 
mendicant. 

And so Jesus names directly that external condition 
which is necessary in order to enter the kingdom of God. 
He says, Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom 
of God. 
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In the discourse concerning John, Jesus said that the 
teaching consisted in this, that the mendicants, the vagrants, 
were blessed. 

Before this the proposition that for one’s good one 
must not care for earthly things resulted from other 
propositions, but now Jesus, in expounding the essence 
of his teaching, says, as he turns to the multitude and 
expresses his idea in intelligible words, that only the 
mendicant and vagrant can enter the kingdom of God; 
and that the rich, those who are filled and praised, will 
not enter it, Decale riches, overfeeding, and fame remove 
the kingdom of God, and the rest of the sermon is only a 
proof of this proposition. 


THE SALT 

13. ‘Yyets eore rd 
ddas THs yas dav dé 70d 
drvas pwpavdn, év rin 
aricbhoerar; els ovdev 
loxver Eri, el ur BANOH- 
vac &w, kal Karamarei- 
ofa. urd Tay avOpwrwy. 


(a) yn the inhabited earth, the world, 


OF THE 


EARTH, THE 


Matt. uv. 13. Ye are 
the salt of the earth: but 
if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall 
it be salted? itis thence- 
forth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and 
to be trodden under 
foot of men. 


it by the whole world. 
(b) uwpavOn means will grow bad, but it cannot be 


translated otherwise than by lose tts saltiness. 


LIGHT OF THE WORLD 


13. You are the salt of 
the world. If the salt is 
not salted, with what 
shall we salt? It is not 
good for anything, but 
to be thrown under 
people’s feet. 


and so I translate 


The salt 


in Palestine was not like ours, which is evaporated or 
mined, and easily lost its saltiness. 


The meaning is that you serve as the salt for the 
world, that is, make it good; but if the salt is no longer 
salt, what will season the world of men, what will make 


them good ? 


14. 'Tpets éore 7d Pods 
rob Kxécpov' ov Svvarat 
wots KpuSfvac 
Bpous xetuévn: 


Matt. v. 14. Ye are 


14. A city that is set 


the light of the world. ona hill cannot be hid. 
A city that is set on a 
érdvw hill cannot be hid. 
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15. Ovdé xwalovar dv- 
xvov xal rifdacw abroyv 
bd Tov pbdiov, GAN emi 
THv Aux vlavy, Kal Adpre 
waou Tots évy TY olkig. 

16. Ofrw AauPdatw 
Td pus Yudy Eurpocber 
Tov avOpwrwv, d1rrws 
YOwow vyoav Ta Kara 


15. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put 
it under a bushel, ut 


on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that 
are in the house. 


16, Let your light so 
shine before men, that 
they may see your. rood 
works, and glorifys your 
Father which is in 
heaven. 
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15. And he who lights 
a candle does not put it 
under a bushel, butona 
candlestick, that it may 
light all in the room. 


16. Let your light so 
shine before men, that 
they may see your good 
works and understand 
God your Father. 


gpya, xal dofdower tov 
warépa uuwy Tov év Tots 
ovpavois. 


(a) d0€alw to think, understand, assume. “ Glorify ” is 
a metaphorical meaning, which is not applicable here. 


This is the way the passage is explained by the church: 


Ye: Refers both to the nearest disciples of the Lord, who 
heard lim directly, and to all other disciples of Christ, to true 
Christians. 

The salt of the earth: An allegorical expression. Salt preserves 
eatables against+corruption and makes food wholesome and 
agreeable. Similarly Christians must by their activity, their 
conduct, and their example preserve the world against moral 
corruption and decay, and succour its mora] health. By attract- 
ing divine blessing with their prayers and having a moral 
influence on their surroundings by the purity of their lives, they 
must avert the complete fall of the world into vices and crimes, 
develop and strengthen in it healthy ideas and conceptions and 
healthy principles for moral activity. 

But uf the salt have lost its savour, etc.: Will become unsalted ; 
that, of course, is impossible, but the Saviour only assumes the 
case: if it happened that the salt became unsalted. Still, trav- 
ellers have observed that in those countries there is a kind of 
salt which entirely loses its power and is good for nothing except 
to be thrown out into the road, to be tramped upon by men. 

“| broke off a piece of such salt,” says one of the travellers 
(Mondrel, Nach Palestina, p. 162), “and put it out in the rain, 
the sun, and the air, and though some crystals of salt could be 
seen, it had entirely lost its power. But within the power was 
preserved, as an experiment taught me.” 

This metaphorical expression means: If you, my disciples and 
teachers of the universe, should lose your inner, moral worth 
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and influence on the world, what could give it power and influ- 
ence? Nothing. Even if you should prove impotent to renovate 
the world, having preserved it against further corruption and 
morally strengthened it, what will become of it and what will 
strengthen you and make you capable of renovating the world ? 
Nothing, and you yourselves will perish, like salt which has lost 
its power and is thrown out to be trodden upon. Especially, if a 
teacher loses his mind, that is, does not teach, arraign, and cor- 
rect, and grows lazy, how will he mend? He must be deprived 
of his vocation and be subject to contempt. 

Ye are the light of the world: Again an allegorical expression. 
By the light, or rather the luminary, of the world the sun is 
meant. The sun makes objects visible, shows their form, beauty, 
or monstrousness, and revives. 

The word light is used in speech concerning mental and moral 
enlightenment. The light is the source and image of enlighten- 
ment. In this sense the appellation of hight refers more par- 
ticularly to our Lord Jesus, for he is the light which enlightens 
the world, the source of light of every vision. The apostles, 
Christ’s disciples, and all true Christian believers are the rays of 
the sun of righteousness and the candlesticks of the world to the 
extent to which they by their lives and teaching enlighten that 
which God himself announces to us about himself: they must 
enlighten the blind mentally and vivify those who are like the 
dead. 

Of the world: Again not the world (as in v. 13) of one nation, 
but of the whole universe. 

A city cannot be hid, ete.: Many cities of Judea, as of other 
countries, were situated on tops of mountains or hills, so that 
they could be seen from afar. Mondrel says that near the place 
where (presumably) the Lord delivered this sermon, there is still 
a little town called Safat (ancient discourse), which is seen from 
afar, and it may be that the Saviour, pronouncing these words, 
pointed to this town, comparing it with his disciples. They are 
visible from a distance and must be seen; their actions cannot 
be concealed: the eyes of the world must be and will be turned 
toward them. If they were of little spirit and wished to conceal 
themselves, that would be as unnatural as it would be for a city 
that stands on a hill to be invisible or hid. 

Put it under a bushel: Which would conceal the light; but in 
that case there would be no reason for lighting the candle. The 
same is true in relation to the Christian faith and to all Chris- 
tians. They have to be the light of the faith and with a life 
that is in conformity with the faith they must enlighten the 
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whole world and extend its benefits upon all. The Christians 
must not hide it, but must confess and disseminate it everywhere, 
otherwise Christ’s high aim will not be fully attained. 

Let your light so shine, etc.: Let your faith, your virtuous life, 
and your pure confession of faith be visible and known to all and 
everywhere, in every social condition, in all your public duties, 
at home and outside your home, in happiness and in misfortune, 
in wealth and in poverty. 

Glorify your Father, etc.: The impelling cause why the Chris- 
tians must appear so to the world is not that they might be seen 
by the world, which would be boasting, but only the glory of the 
heavenly Father. He did not say, Show your virtue, for that is 
not good, but, Let your light shine by itself in such a way that 
your enemies even may wonder and glorify, not you, but your 
heavenly Father. The Pharisees showed their virtues to the 
world, that they might be seen by men; a Christian must not 
care for that, but that through him men may glorify God, seeing 
their high life and purity of faith ; not ambition, which is strictly 
prohibited by the Saviour, but the glory of God is the aim of a 
Christian’s conduct in relation to others. (Archim, Mikh., 
Gospel of Matt. pp. 71-74.) 


From these interpretations it follows again that these 
words have really no meaning, no connection with what 
precedes and what follows, and are said merely that the 
church might interpret them to us in its own manner. 

From Reuss follows the same. Reuss says directly that 
these words are out of place, and that it is possible to find 
a meaning for them, and he finds it (Reuss, pp. 198-200): 


Ce second morceau non-seulement se détache de ce qui 
précéde et de ce qui suit, de sorte qu’on aurait tort de recher- 
cher péniblement une liaison plus intime des divers éléments, 
mais les passages paralléles des autres évangiles, que nous avons 
di emprunter & quatre contextes absolument différents, peuvent 
faire naitre des doutes au sujet de la place qui est assignée ici 
aux sentences alléguées. Néanmoins il y aura moyen de leur 
trouver un sens parfaitement approprié 4 la tendance de tout ce 
discours, celui-la méme que le rédacteur a df avoir en vue en les 
placant ici. 

Il s’agit encore des disciples de Jésus, mais pas le moins du 
monde exclusivement de ceux qu'il a appelés ses premiers apétres. 
Tout 4 Vheure il leur a été dit qu’ils avaient & s’attendre & des 
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conflits avec le monde, et 4 une séparation d’avec lui, laquelle 
a plusieurs égards serait méme un devoir pour eux. Maintenant, 
au contraire, 11 leur est parlé de devoirs qui les rapprocheront 
du monde, qui les mettront avec lui dans des relations directes et 
suivies. Cela est exprimé dune manitre figurée ou allégorique. 

1. Vous étes le sel de la terre. le sel sert & assaisonner la 
nourriture, mais surtout a la préserver de la corruption ou 
décomposition. Jésus se servait de cette image avec l’applica- 
tion spéciale a la fabrication du pain (Matth. xiii. 33), et de 
maniére que sa pensée ne présente pas d’obscurité. Sur la terre, 
c’est-a-dire dans la grande masse de l’humanité, ses disciples sont 
et doivent étre un é]ément salutaire, destiné a la pénétrer et 
a lui communiquer une vertu ou qualité indispensable pour sa 
santé, comme le levain est pour la pate de farine une condition 
de saveur et de salubrité. I] importe done que ce principe de 
santé, cette puissauce de régénération active, soit réellement 
en eux d’abord, car si elle faisait défaut, il n’y aurait pas moyen 
de la remplacer. Le sel qui a perdu sa force, sa nature, ne peut 
plus la recouvrer, litt.: ne peut plus é@tre sale de nouveau, il 
n’existe pas d’autre matiére qui puisse lui donner ce qu’il possé- 
dait et ce qu’il aurait perdu. I] convient de se placer au point 
de vue d’une époque ou Jésus lui-méme n’y serait plus, et oll, par 
conséquent, il ne susciter ait plus d’autres disciples a la place de 
ceux qui auraient manqué a a leur vocation. I] parle ici & la tota 
lité et n’a pas égard 4 la distinction a faire éventuellement entre 
ceux qui resteraient fidéles et ceux qui feraient défaut. 

2. Vous étes la lumiere du monde. Cette seconde image est 31 
populaire qu’il suffira de rappeler qu’elle ne doit pas étre restreinte 
au progrés de l’intelligence. Le Nouveau Testament ne sépare 
pas dans homme la nature spirituelle et la nature morale. Dans 
le ménage, quand on allume un flambean, c’est pour éclairer la 
chambre ; il serait absurde d’aller cacher sous un meuble ce qui 
doit répandre la clarté. C’est ainsi que ceux qui ont eux-mémes 
regu communication de la lumiére que Jésus est venu apporter 
au monde, doivent & leur tour la faire servir & d’autres. IJ] ne 
suffit pas de la posséder soi-méme, on ne doit pas s’en contenter 
comme d’un bien & mettre & profit individuellement: le grand 
devoir, c’est l’activité au dehors, c’est le travail pour le bien 
général, ce que l’apdtre plus tard, en se servant d’une autre 
Image, a appelé l’édification. Voila les bonnes euvres dont parle 
le texte. S’il s’agissait d’ouvres de bienfaisance, Jésus ne par- 
lerait pas de la nécessité de les faire voir (chap. vi.). Glorifier 
Dieu veut dire, en style biblique, se ranger de son cété, se 
convertir & lui 
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La phrase incidente qui parle de la rille batie sur la montagne 
et qu’on voit de loin, dérange la simplicité de la comparaison, et 
pourrait bien avoir été primitivement étrangére a ce contexte. 
Elle ne saurait se rapporter au decoir dont il vient d’étre ques- 
tion, elle constate plutot un fait. Appliqué aux disciples de 
Christ, ce fait, c’est qu’lls se trouveront placés en évidence, que 
tous les regards se porteront sur eux; il en résultera également 
des devoirs particuliers qu'il est facile d’entrevoir, mais auxquels 
notre texte ne s’arréte pas; ce serait une exégeése bien singuliere 
et bien froide qui ferait dire au Seigneur: De méme qu’une 
ville batie sur le haut d'une montagne ne peut pas étre invisible, 
de méme vous devez vous faire voir. 


It is evident that not only by failing to understand 
the words, Blessed are the mendicants and vagrants, with 
which the discourse begins, but also by intentionally 
ascribing to these words another, obscure meaning, the 
subsequent elucidation of a falsely understood thought 
must have appeared out of place and obscure. Dut we 
need only keep in mind the words and thoughts of Jesus, 
and the words about the salt and the light are by no 
means obscure, and without them what precedes and 
follows would remain obscure. 

The words, We the mendicants, the vagrants, are 
blessed, because ours is the kingdom of God, are not 
flowers of sentimental eloquence, such as the words, 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, appear to be, but a terrible, 
awful idea for those men who regard as good that position 
in society, which they have created for themselves, and a 
truth full of joy for all those who are unhappy. 

And these words, comprehended in all their signifi- 
cance, demand elucidation, and everything which follows 
gives this elucidation. The elucidation is this, that you, 
the mendicants, are the salt of the earth, and you are 
blessed, because yours is the kingdom of God, but it is 
yours only when you are the salty salt, when you know 
that blessedness consists in poverty, when you wish it. 
Then you are the salt of the earth. You are the adorn- 
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ment, the meaning of the world. But if you are acci- 
dentally vagrants and wish to be something else than 
vagrants, you are good for nothing, like unsalted salt, — 
then you are the outcasts of the human race. Vagrants, 
mendicants, who are not satistied with their condition, 
are good for nothing, and men properly tread them under- 
foot. By having understood that you are blessed in your 
poverty, you are the light of the world, and as the lght 
is not hid, but put out, so you must not deny your pov- 
erty, not hide it, but put it out, like the light. And this 
light will shine for other men, and other men, looking at 
your voluntary and blessed life of mendicants, will under- 


stand the life of the spirit of your Father. 


17. Mh voulonre Sri 
#r\Oov Karadtoac Tov 
vouov # rods mrpopyras: 
oun FAPov xaradvoat, 
GdAd wANpwoat. 

18. "Auny yap Aéyw 
vpiv, Ews ay mapédOn 6 
ovpavds kal 7» H lara 
ty A ula Kepala ov wy 
mapérdy ard Tod vdpuou, 
ws Av mavra yévnrat. 

19. “Os day od» Avon 
ulav rOv évrodk@y Tov- 
Twy Tay ddaxlorwr, Kal 
biddtn obrw rovs dvpw- 
mous, é\dxeoTos KA7O%- 
gerat évy 1 Bacrdele 
rav ovpayvav: bs 5 ay 
rovhoy Kal dudaky, obros 
uéyas kAnOhoeras €v TY 
Bacirela TOv olpavar. 

20. Adyw yap vty, 
Sri dav uh wepisoevoy 1 
Sixavocvvn vudv mwrecov 
Tov ypauparéwy Kal 
Papicalwy, ob uh eivéd- 
Onre els Thy Bacirelay 
T@y ovparwy. 


THE ETERNAL LAW 


Matt. v. 17. Think not 
that I am comes to des- 
troy the law,® or the 
prophets:¢ I am not 
come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. 


18. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.¢ 


19. Whosoever there- 
fore shall breake one of 
theses least command- 
mentsf and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called 
the least in the kingdom 
of heaven: but whoso- 
ever shall do and teach 
thém, the same shall be 
called great in the king- 
dom of heaven. 


20. For I say unto you, 
That except your right- 
eousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, 

e shall in no case enter 

nto the kingdom of 
heaven. 


17. Do not think that 
I am teaching how to 
destroy the law. I am 
not teaching to destroy, 
but to fulfil. 


18. Verily I tell you 
As long as heaven anc 
earth stand, so long will 
every statute of the law 
stand before you, until 
it is fulfilled. 


19. So that if any one 
will regard as unneces- 
sary even one of these 
few rules and will teach 
men so, he will be the 
least in the kingdom of 
God. But he who will 
do and teach will be the 
greatest in the kingdom 
of God. 


20. I tell you in ad- 
vance that if your fulfil- 
ment will be such as is 
the fulfilment of the 
scribes and the Phari- 
sees, you will in no case 
enter into the kingdom 
of God, 
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(a) €pyouai has in all places, where it has for a modi- 
fier a verb or a verbal noun, to be translated by to come, 
to disclose, show, teach, or simply by to show, teach. 

(b) xataddoat means to destroy, and vogos with the 
article means in the whole Gospel the law of God, in 
distinction from the law of Moses, which was always 
expressed by the same word, but without the article. 
Examples of the use of the law in general with the 
article is to be found in the Gospel: 

Matt. xxii. 36. AcdacKnare, rota évroAn peyarn év 
TO VOLO ; 

Matt. xxiii, 23. Oval vyiv, ypappartets cal Papioaion, 
UToKpiTal, OTL aTrodEKaTOUTE TO NdVOTpMOY Kal TO avnOov 
Kat TO KUpLVOY, Kal adynKkate Ta BapvTEepa TOV vopmou, THY 
Kplow. ... 

Examples of the use of the law of Moses without the 
article: 

Luke ii. 23 and 24. Wlapacrica: to Kuplo, nabs 
yeypamrat ev vope Kupiov, ... kal Tov dovvat Ouailay, 
KATA TO eLpn Levov €v vou Kuptov, ‘ Zevryos tTpvyovwy f 
dv0 veoocovs mepiotep@y, but especially there are ex- 
amples of both in the epistles. 

(c) In many texts the words 4 rods mpodytas are 
omitted. 

The law and the prophets was a customary expression, 
and so it was easy to attach mpodjyra to the word vopos ; 
but this addition breaks the sense, for there is no refer- 
ence here to the law and the prophgts, but to the law in 
general. 

Jesus says, From everything which you have heard and 
seen of me, — the rejection of ceremonies, of the temple, 
and now, my saying that blessed are the vagrants and 
admonishing all to become vagrants, — you may think that 
I loose people’s hands and ‘say, Do as you please, there is 
neither good, nor bad, nor law. Do not think so: I do 
not teach that at all,——-I do not teach lawlessness, but 
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the fulfilment of the law, namely, of this, — and he goes 
on to speak of the short rules which he gives: He who 
will do so, that is, as I am going to tell you, will be in. 
the kingdom of God. 

More than that. In some of the quotations of the 
Fathers the whole passage reads as follows: ri doxeite ; 
Ott HAGov mAnpw@oat Tov vouov Tos mpodyTas; OvK 
jrAOov wAnpwcat, aAAa KaTadvoa. Word for word, 
What do you think? That I have come to fulfil the law 
or the prophets? I did not come to fulfil, but to destroy. 
Only in this context are the words or the prophets intel- 
higible. Apparently this whole turn of speech was not 
accepted in the canon, but the words or the prophets were 
taken and transferred into the sentence where they are 
unintelligible. 

(d) This whole eighteenth verse has served up to the 
present as a stumbling-block for the theologians. 

This is what Reuss says (pp. 202 and 203): 


A premiére vue on dirait que l’intention du Seigneur est de 
déclarer, de la maniére la plus positive et la plus énergique, qu’il 
entend maintenir lautorité absolue de la Loi jusque dans ses 
moindres parties. (La loi et les Prophetes, c’est la formule consa- 
erée dans la synagogue pour désigner les livres saints dont on 
faisait lecture & la communauté assemblée. Voyez notre his- 
toire du Canon, chap I.) Mais en y réfléchissant, on est d’abord 
arrété par le fait que l’Eglise chrétienne a mis de c6té une bonne 
partie de la Loi, celle-la méme & laquelle les contemporains de 
Jésus attachaient le plus d’importance; ensuite on se souvient 
que l’apétre Paul a proclamé trés-hautement la déchéance de la 
Loi, pour y substituer un principe régulateur tout différent. 
Enfin on se représente nécessairement les nombreuses occasions 
ou Jésus lui-méme, ou bien se met au-dessus de la Loi (Marc ii. 
27. Matth. xii. 6, etc.), ou bien en proclame la fin (Marc xiv. 
58. Jean iv. 24), ou la réduit a l’un de ses éléments de manitre 
& écarter les autres ou du moins & les refouler sur )’arriére-plan 
(Matth. xxili. 23; vii. 12; xxii. 40; ix. 18, etc.), ou enfin la 
condamne directement comme imparfaite (Matth. xix. 8, comp. 
xv. 11 suiv.). A moins de supposer un changement survenu 
dans ses idées, ou une contradiction flagrante dans les tra- 
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ditions relatives & son enseignement, on se trouve donc dans une 
grande perplexité en face des versets 18 et 19 de notre texte, et 
beaucoup d‘interpreétes n’ont cru pouvoir se tirer d’embarras qu’en 
‘accusant les judéo-chrétiens d’avoir coloré & leur gré les paroles 
du Maitre, si tant est qu’ils ne Vaient pas fait parler tout 4 fait 
gratuitement dans leur sens. D’autres encore, fermant les yeux 
sur tout le reste, se sont arrétés a ces déclarations pour en con- 
clure que Jésus ne s'est point élevé, pour sa part, au-dessus du 
niveau de la conception de ses disciples galiléeus. Nous ne 
parlons pas d’une troisitme supposition, absolument inadmis- 
sible, qui consiste a dire que Jésus n’a eu en vue ici que la loi 
morale. 

Ces suppositions sont infirmées d’un c6été déja par le fait que 
Luc, Vévangéliste dit paulinien et universaliste, reproduit la 
méime assertion, de l’autre par celui que notre texte méme con- 
tient des éléments trés-caractéristiques dans le sens évangélique 
et anti-légal. IL ne peut done @étre question, ni de rejeter les 
déclarations des versets 18 et 19 comme purement et simplement 
inauthentiques, ni de les accepter dans un sens qui serait absolu- 
nent incompatible avec ce dernier point de vue. 


All that is quite true, except the last frivolous and 
entirely unjustifiable conclusion that it is inadmissible to 
assuine that Jesus has in view only the moral law. This 
bold denial is surprising. 

Still more surprising is the mention of Luke’s text as 
overthrowing all the assumed explanations. Such a bold 
denial of the only clear and simple meaning which this 
verse has would be absolutely inexplicable if we did not 
see that the meaning of the discourse was unintelligible 
from the very beginning. The failure to understand the 
simple meaning, and the substitution of an artificial one, 
has taken place here also for the same reason that this 
has happened in verses 14-16. 

To the first verses of the beatitudes, which is the 
thesis of the whole discourse, a false meaning has been 
given, so how could they help but blunder in the expla- 
nation of what follows ? 

For Reuss (just as for the church) the verses about the 
salt apd the light are an interpolation which is not con- 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 227 


nected with what precedes, and the whole discourse, from 
the seventeenth to the forty-eighth verse of Chapter V. 
of Matthew is an obtrusive interpolation. Reuss says 
directly (p. 202): 


Ce morceau qui ne se trouve dans aucune liaison d’idées avec 
celui qui précede et dont il ne se rencontre que quelques frag- 
ments dans la rédaction de Luc, forme un tout, et doit étre 
étudié dans son ensemble, quoique l’évangéliste y ait inséré par 
ci par 1a des éléments qui, tout en présentant quelque analogie 
avec le texte principal, lui ont été primitivement étrangers. 
Cette circonstance nous explique pourquoi cette page, l’une des 
plus belles et des plus importantes dans les Evangiles, offre 
maintenant quelques difficultés et a pu donner lieu & des 
méprises. I] est facile de voir que Jésus parle ici de sa posi- 
tion a l’égard de la Loi. La question est de savoir au juste ce 
qu’il en dit. 


This is what the church says: 


Verily I say unto you: An assertion of the indubitableness of 
what is said. 

Till heaven and earth pass, etc.: As long as this world stands, 
that is, to the end of time, or, Sooner will heaven and earth 
pass, sooner will there be an end to the world than that the law 
will remain unfulfilled in its spirit and its essence. 

Jot: A letter of the Hebrew alphabet, a line, a small turn, by 
which one letter differs from another, which it resembles in 
form; these words state that the least and apparently most 
insignificant part of the law will not pass, will not remain 
without fulfilment, as the immutable word of God, which 
cannot be void and remain without fulfilment. 

Till all be fulfilled: That is, in the spirit and in the essence, 
and not according to the letter. The whole law was a shadow 
of the future; when the body itself appeared, the shadow lost 
its significance, but at the same time there was fulfilled what 
the shadow pointed to. The obsolete Old Testament was 
obliterated ; it gave way to a most perfect one, of which it 
was only the shadow. He who fulfils the New Testament at the 
same time fulfils the Old, not according to the dead letter, but in 
the highest perfection, as, for example, he who is not angry with 
his brother fulfils in the highest degree the commandment, Thou 
shalt not kill, for he who is not angry cannot kill, and so forth. 
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This explanation, like all church explanations, explains 
nothing as to what is to be understood by the word of 
God, and in what relation Christ's teaching stands to the 
law of Moses, and what is to be understood by the law. 

All we have to do is not to disrupt the teaching and to 
view it in connection with what precedes and follows, 
and again the meaning is not only clear, but also conclu- 
sive. Jesus says, One has to be a mendicant, a vagrant, 
in order to enter the kingdom of God, that is, to renounce 
all the forms of hfe. The vagrant has always been a 
detested being, to whom, as it were, everything is per- 
mitted, who is outside of the Jaw. In verses 15 and 16 
Jesus said, One must be a voluntary vagrant and not 
against one’s will; in these two verses he again says that 
one has to be a vagrant, not one who is outside of the 
law, for whom there is no law, and to whom everything 
is permitted, but a vagrant who fulfils the law, that is, 
certain rules. 

The word voyos with the article is to be understood 
as the loz morale. 

The context in Luke, which Reuss adduces so friv- 
olously in confirmation of his discussion, shows as 
clearly as possible, from the very passage where it is 
found, what is to be understood by vemos and by the 
phrase, Not one jot of the law shall pass. 


Luke xvi. 16. The law and the prophets were until John: 
since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it. 


It says, The law and the prophets, that is, the written, 
Jewish law was needed before John, but now, The king- 
dom of God is announced, and so forth, and soon after, 
It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle 
of the law to fail. Either Luke purposely put together 
two verses that contradict each other, or he understood 
by, The law and the prophets, what was destroyed since 
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the time of John, or by the law, without the addition 
of the prophets, he meant that other thing which can 
never be destroyed as long as there are men. 

The understanding of the law as the loz morale, and 
the writing it without the article, are particularly clear 
in the following passages from Paul’s epistles to the 
Romans: 


Rom. iii. 27. Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? of works? Nay; but by the law of faith. 

28. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law. 

31. Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we establish the law. 


Here reference is made to the law and the prophets, to 
the written law, then again : 


Rom. vit. 16. Tf then I do that which I would not, I consent 
unto the law that it is good. 

21. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me. 

23. But I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my members. 


Here reference is made to the lot morale. That the 
moral law is meant is also evident from this, that at the 
end of the sermon, after counting out everything which 
ought to be done, Jesus says, In this, that is, in these 
small rules, lies the whole law and the prophets, that 
is, these few rules take the place of the whole written 
law. Jesus says, I do not destroy the law; on the con- 
trary, I fulfil it, because the law exists for man more 
unchangeably than heaven and earth, — until all be done. 

In Luke we must understand it: Until all shall be 
done according to the law. 

The idea is that the law, the indication of what must 
be done, existed, and will exist, as long as the world 
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exists and until all shall be fulfilled, that is, the law 
can fail to exist only in two cases: (1) if the world 
came to an end, (2) if men always executed the law, 
since the law is only an indication of what is not 
executed, an indication of the deviation. 

(e) Avev cannot be translated otherwise than by ¢o 
regard as unnecessary. 


John v. 18. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that 
God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

John vii. 23. Tf a man on the sabbath day receive circum- 
cision, that the law of Moses should not be broken ; are ye angry 
at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the 
sabbath day ? 


(f) évtrokn command. I do not translate it by com- 
mandment, because with this word we are wont in 
Russian to connect the idea of the commandments of 
Moses. 

(g) tovrwy refers to the commandments, commands, 
rules. 

If we do not keep in mind the fact that the meaning 
of the discourse was distorted in the beginning, it will be 
difficult to understand why this word rovrwy is, as it 
were, omitted and referred to the commandments of 
the law of Moses. If the reference were to the com- 
mandments of Moses, why would it be said, These 
commandments? What these? All? If so, it would 
not be necessary to say these, which will be mentioned 
only to be destroyed. How, then, does it say that not 
one letter of the law will be lost? And yet the church 
and ‘Reuss take the eighteenth and nineteenth verses to 
refer to the commandments of Moses. 


Reuss says (p. 203): 


Nous pourrions encore demander la permission de regarder les 
deux versets suivants comme n’étant pas ici & leur vraie place, 
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et le 20™* comme se rattachant directement au 17™*, mais nous 
n’insistons pas sur cette simplification. 


” 
The church says (Archim. Mikh., Gospel of Matt., 
p. 76): 


Break: Transgress, do what is contrary to the commandment, 
or by a distorted interpretation to take away the obligatory force 
of the commandment, for example, by representing the com- 
mandment as of little importance and its violation as not a 
sinful matter and the guilty person as not subject to responsi- 
bility or subject to small responsibility. 

One of these least commandments: The Pharisees divided the 
commandments of the law into two classes, into large and small 
ones, and of the latter they said that it is no sin to break them, 
though among them they placed the commandments which have 
reference to the very essence of the law, to love, charity, justice. 
It is of these that the Lord is speaking, calling them the least 
according to the false conception of the Pharisees. 


After that it says: 


St. Chrysostom and Theophilactes, on the other hand, inter- 
pret this differently: they say that the Lord does not call the 
least the commandments of the law of the Old Testament, but 
those which he intended to give, and that he calls them so from 
humility; as he has humbled himself and in many places speaks 
modestly of himself, so he also speaks of his law. 


And after all we do not find out how it is to be 
understood. 

Jesus says, You shall be vagrants, but there is and 
must be a law for every man, and I will give you a 
few rules; but if you observe these few rules, you will 
be in the kingdom of heaven, and, elucidating this, he 
says, In order to enter the kingdom of God it is neces- 
sary to be better than the Pharisees; to enter the king- 
dom of heaven it is necessary that your righteousness in 
relation to the law should be greater than the righteous- 
ness of the Pharisees, who do not fulfil the law. 


FIRST COMMANDMENT: THOU SHALT 


21. "Hrovoare are 
éfpéOn rots apxalois, 
Ov govedcas: bs 6 ay 
govevon, tvoxos torat 
TT Kploe. 


22. "Eyd 5€ rAéyw 
vutv, bre was O dpyctbue- 
vos TH adeXPM avrov 
efx, Evoyos eErrar TH 
kploer bs 5° Av ely TQ 
a5eXpy abrod, ‘Paka, 
voxos *orar Tw cur- 
ciply: 8s 5° av etry, 
Mupe, @voxos éorac els 
Thy yéevvay TOU wupds. 


Matt®v, 21. ve have 
heard that it was said 
by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; and 
whosoever shall kill 
shall be in danger of 
the Judgments (Ex. xx. 
13): 

22. But I say unto you, 
That whosoever is angry 
with his brother with- 
out a cause’ shall be in 
danger of the judg- 
ment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, 
Raca, shall be iu danger 
of the council :4 ut 
whosvever shall say, 
Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of bell fire.¢ 
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NOT BE ANGRY 


21. You have heard 
that it was said to those 
of old time, Thou shalt 
not kill; he who kills is 
subject to judgment. 


22. But I tell you, He 
who is aery with hig 
brother is already sub- 
ject to judgment. And 
he who says to his 
brother, Rascal, is sub- 
ject to criminal prose- 
cution. And he who 
Bays to his brother, 
Crazy, ia subject to fire. 


(a) Book of Numbers xxv. 1-28. 

(6) In many texts the word ec is wanting; it is 
not in Luther, nor in the Vulgate, nor in Tischendorf’s 
edition, and this word has been acknowledged to be an 
interpolation. It is superfluous to prove the obviousness 
of this interpolation. Everybody knows how rudely it 
contradicts the meaning of the whole teaching, how 
simply stupid it is. If it is only without a cause that 
it 1s not good to be angry, then it is permitted to be 
angry with a cause. And who will be the judge what 
18 a cause, and what not ? 

Here is the reflection made upon this occasion by 
the church (Gospel of Matt., p. 79): 


But I say unto you: Christ as the plenipotentiary lawgiver 
speaks here, as in other passages, as one who hath power, and 
not as the scribes and Pharisees. 

Dost thou see the complete power? Dost thou see the 
manner of action proper to a lawgiver? Who of the prophets 
spoke that way? Who of the righteous? Who of the patri- 
archs? Nobody. Such words spake the Lord, they said, but 
not so speaketh the son. They gave a law to slaves like them- 
selves, but this one gives it to his slaves. 
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Angry without a cause: There is an anger which, so to speak, 
is legitimate, just, when it is directed against sin, against law- 
lessness, against crime, and grows out of jealousy for the glory 
of God and salvation of one’s neighbour. God himself is angry 
with the sinners. Christ looked in anger upon the hypocritical 
Pharisees (Mark iil. 5). Not of such anger is mention made 
here, but of anger without cause, for nothing, out of selfishness, 
of the anger which is not based on the love of truth and virtue. 
If one is angry justly, for the sake of correction through spirit- 
ual jealousy, he will not be condemned. 


This interpolation is remarkable as an example of those 
intentional corruptions to which the Gospel was subjected. 
A tiny word, but how it ruins the whole meaning, and 
how many other such interpretations there are! 

(c) Raca, a Chaldee word which means contempt ; it 
may be translated by apostate or rascal. 

(da) Sanhedrim, a special court which for the most part 
condemned to death. 

(e) Gehenna of fire was a valley where men were burnt 
as sacrifices to Molech. To give into Gehenna means to 
burn. 


The whole discourse, which is begun with the example 
of the law of Moses, that one has to be judged for mur- 
der, is carried on in accordance with the assumed com- 
parison. According to the law of Moses it is necessary 
to judge, that is, the highest penalty is to be meted out 
for murder. 

Jesus says, As you have been forbidden to kill, so I 
with the same severity forbid you to harbour anger in 
your heart against your brother. Still more severely do 
I forbid the manifestation of this anger in the expression 
of contempt for a man, and more severely still a greater 
manifestation of contempt (crazy, that is a man who can- 
not be treated rationally). 

The degree of the severity of the prohibition is ex- 
pressed in the punishment, and so Jesus expresses it. 
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But evidently Jesus prescribes neither the sanhedrim, nor 
Gehenna. If we are to understand it in that way, the 
sanhedrim ought to be introduced. If we are to under- 
stand it that it is going to be so in the world to come, 
then it is not clear what that sanhedrim will be. 

For that reason it is evident that neither the sanhedrim 
nor the Gehenna is meant as something which is to be in 
the next world. The whole significance is only in the 
greater degree of criminality. 


Matt.v. 23. Therefore 23. 80 that if thou 


23. "Ear of» wpoodé- 
prs 7d Sa@pédv cov én 
7d OvoiacTypiwv, KaKer 
pynoOys bre o aderdpéds 
gou ye. Te KATA OU, 

24. “Ages éxet 7d 50- 
pby cov Eurpoobey Tov 
O6voiagrnpiou, xal traye, 
wparov dSiardAdynhe ry 


if thou bring thy gift to 
the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy 
brother hath aught 
against thee; 


2. Leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy 
gift. 


bringest thy gift to the 
altar, and there remem- 
berest that thou hast a 
brother and that he has 
something against thee; 


24. Leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go, 
first make thy peace 
with thy brother, and 
then come and offer the 
gift. 


ddekpyw cov, xal rére 
E\Owyv wpbopepe 7d 5- 
poy cov. 


(a) Then come and offer thy gift. Before that it was 
said that God needs no gift. Everything which served 
for the offering of gifts was driven out of the temple and 
it was forbidden to carry anything in, and so Jesus could 
not contradict himself and order a gift to be brought. 
The last words would be clearer thus: Then, when thou 
goest and makest thy peace with thy brother, thou by 
that very fact bringest a gift to God. 

That it is necessary thus to understand the words fol- 
lows from the Lord’s prayer, in which all the relation to 
God is expressed in forgiving those who are indebted 
to us. 


To this verse the church gives the following interpre- 
tation (Gospel of Matt., p. 82): 

It is more important and necessary to have a right 
heart than only to fulfil external ceremonies; the latter 
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without the first have no meaning in the eyes of God, 
and are important and have power only before God in 
connection with peace and love of our neighbours. Of 
course, if there is for some reason no possibility of becom- 
ing personally reconciled with our neighbours, we ought 
to make peace at least in our heart. 

Reuss, who has got off the track and is convinced that 
Jesus is talking only of the commandment of Moses, 
speaks like this of this passage and of the following verse 


(p. 207): 


A ce premier exemple le rédacteur rattache deux autres sen- 
tences qui lui semblaient appartenir au méme ordre d’idées. 
1° En opposition avec la colere doit se trouver l’esprit de conci- 
liation. C’est une trés-belle pensée, que le rétablissement de 
Yaccord fraternel entre des hommes mal disposés ]’un contre 
Vautre doit primer méme ce qu’on appelle le devoir religieux et 
que Dieu agréera mieux les offrandes qui sont présentées avec de 
pareils gages de sincérité. Mais cette sentence n’est pas a sa 
place dans ce contexte, elle n’a rien a faire avec |’explication 
évangélique du 6¢ commandement. L’analogie est tout juste 
assez grande pour nous faire comprendre le procédé du rédacteur. 
2° Mais cette analogie n’existe plus du tout et la combinaison 
devient incompréhensible a V’égard de la seconde sentence que 
Luc nous a conservée aussi dans un tout autre contexte. En 
effet, ’adversaire dont il y est question ne peut étre qu’un cré- 
ancier qui emmeéne son débiteur devant le juge pour le faire con- 
damner & la prison. Le débiteur doit se hater de s’arranger 
4 amiable avec le créancier avant que larrét fie soit: prononcé. 
On dit que par cet exemple de prudence Jésus a voulu faire com- 
prendre l’importance de la réconciliation. I) est possible que 
l’évangéliste l’ait compris ainsi; mais outre que l’application est 
abandonnée & la sagacité des lecteurs, toute cette parabole nous 
méne bien loin du sujet essentiel du discours. 


Matt.v. 2%. Agree with 


H O& evdvody Ty 
25. "Ioh € id woe adversary quick- 


25. Show thy good-will 
to thy adversary, while 


ayridlkw cov _Taxd, Ews 
Brov ef év rq dd@ per’ 
avrov- prhwroré ge wa- 
pase 6 dvrlicxos rw 
Kpirn, Kald xpirhs oe 
mwapadp TH Urnpéry, Kal 
els pudaxhv BrAnOAoy. 


ly * while thou art in 
the way with him ; lest 
at any time the adver- 
sary deliver thee to the 
{nuke and the judge de- 
iver thee to the officer, 
and thou be cast into 
prison. 


he is still on the way 
with thee; lest he de- 
liver thee to the judge, 
and the Judge eliver 
thee to the officer, and 
thou find thy way into 
prison. 
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26. "Auhy déyw co, 26. Verily® I say unto 26, Then, thou know. 
Ov ph é&érd Fectner thee, Thou shalt ‘by no est thyself, thou wilt not 

vpn esedlns eKeler, means come out thence, get out of it until thou 
€ws av arodws rovéoxa- till thou hast paid the hast paid the last cent. 
Tov KodpavT np. uttermost farthing. 


(a) The word rayv is omitted in many texts, and is 
unnecessary. The words on the way express the same 
idea, that it is necessary to make peace as soon as 
possible. 

(b) aunv or auny rAeyw oor are every time used in 
those passages where Jesus asserts that which is known 
to everybody, and so the best translation is, Thou knowest 


thyself. 


According to Reuss this sermon is out of place. But 
according to its real meaning it directly continues the 
idea as begun. 

In regard to anger it says that the inner meaning of 
restraint from anger lies in this, that it is impossible to 
think of God, to turn to God, having anger against men. 
Now reference 1s made to the external, practical meaning 
of anger. 

Anger is thy enemy, the adversary of truth, avrid.cos, 
and so thou must as quickly as possible get rid of him, 
as thou knowest that it is more profitable to settle with 
thy adversary before the trial. 

In the same sense this sermon is used in Luke, as will 
be explained in its place. 

In nearly all the explanations of the rules which are 
given by Jesus, two proofs are adduced why it is neces- 
sary to do what he commands: one proof is an internal 
one, why it is good, another an external one, why it is 
advantageous. And here the example of the reconcilia- 
tion with the adversary before the trial is an example of 
the statement that abstinence from anger is not only 
good, but also profitable. 

The same will be true in the next example. 
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SECOND COMMANDMENT: THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADUL- 


27. Heovoare 8ri ép- 
péOn rots dpxatows, Ov 
KaKevoecs. 


31. 'Eppé6n de, Sri 8s 
Av amoNvoy Thy yuvatka 
avrov, dérw alry drro- 
ordovov. 


wr 
o2. 


"Eya dé Adyw 
vty, bre ds av drodton 
Thy Yyuvaika avTov, ma- 
pexros byou zopvelas, 
wove avuTny porxyacbac: 
kai ds dav dmroNeAupévny 
Vauynon, morxarar. 

28. Eywo 6&8 réyw 
uuiv, bre was 6 BAérwy 
Yyuvatxa mpods 7d émibv- 
Bnoa alris Hon éuol- 
xevoey abrhy év rH 
Kapdla avrov. 

2. Ei dé 6 épadruds 
cov 0 defids cxavdarl fer 
ge, tere avrov kal Bade 
ard gov' cuudépe ydp 
got tva adréAnrac ev Trav 
bedXwy gov, kal wn Odor 
To geud gov BrAnO7 els 
yéevvav. 

30. Kal ef 7 de&td cov 
xelp oxavdariter oe, &x- 
Koyov airhy Kal Bdde 
drd gov. cuudépe ydp 
co. iva arébdnra ev Tov 
MeAGv gov, kal uh ddov 
To ¢@ud cou BrAnOp els 
yéevvay. 


TERY 


Matt. v. 27. Ye have 
heard that it was said 
by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not commit 
adultery? (Isaiah xx. 14), 

31. It hath been said, 
Whosoever shall put 
away lis wife, let him 
give her a_e writing 
of divorcemen. (Deut. 
xxiv. 1). 

32. But I say unto you, 
That whosoever _ shall 
put away his wife, sav- 
ing for the cause of for- 
nication, causeth her to 
commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry 
her thatis divorced com- 
mitteth adultery. 


28. But I say unto you, 
That whosoever looketh 
on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed 
adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart. 


29. And if thy right¢ 
eye offends thee, pluck 
it out, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy 
memberse should perish, 
and not that thy whole 
body should be cast into 
hell. 


30. And if thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it 
off, and cast it. from 
thee: for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, 
and not that thy whole 
Hear should be cast into 

ell. 


27. You have heard 
that it is said, Thou 
shalt not commit adul- 
tery. 


31. And it is said, 
Whoever will separate 
from his wife, let him 
give her a discharge. 


32. But I tell you, That 
whoever separates from 
his wife, not only com- 
mits debauchery, but 
also causes her to com- 
mit adultery. And he 
who marries a divorced 
woman also commits 
adultery. 


28. And whoever looks 
on a woman to lust after 
her is really committing 
adultery. 


29. If thy eye catches 
thee, pluck it out, and 
cast it away from thee, 
for it is more profitable 
for thee that one eye 
should perish, than that 
thy whole body should 
burn. 


30. If thy right hand 
catches thee, cut it off, 
and cast it from thee. 
It is more profitable for 
thee that one of thy 
hands should perish, 
than that the whole 
body should burn. 


(a) In the Book of Leviticus it says, If a man commits 
adultery with a married woman or with the wife of his 
compatriot, both the man and the woman are to be put 
to death, etc. The words evidently refer to the command- 
ment what to do with the adulterer. 
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For the clearness of the idea and expression verses 
thirty-one and thirty-two must follow verse twenty-seven, 
and then come verses twenty-eight and twenty-nine. 

(6) In many texts the words in his heart are wanting. 
It is better to omit these words, because they obscure the 
meaning. 

(c) cxavdariSw comes from oxavdarov a trap. 

Here, as everywhere in the gospels, it is used in its 
direct sense. As a bird which is caught in a net would 
gladly give up its eyes which have enticed it, that it might 
not perish altogether, and a fox would give up its paw, 
only not to be caught in the trap, as it frequently does, 
by wrenching off its paw, so thou shouldst know that 
deep is the narrow ditch of a whore, and he who falls 
into it perishes (Solomon). Thou hadst better tear off all 
that which entices, catches thee, than that thou shouldst 
perish all of thee. 

(d) The word def&és has no meaning whatever here, 
and nothing is added to the meaning about the adultery, 
while it only burdens the discourse. Evidently the state- 
ment that the right hand which offends thee should be 
torn off became a proverb first, since it 1s used by Mark 
and by Matthew in another place, and then the word 
dcErds was also added to ofOaruds. 

(e) Instead of the word member, I repeat eye, as we 
cannot speak in Russian of the eye as a member. 

The words trapextos Xovyou ropvetas (v. 32) seem to me 
to be incorrectly translated. The detail of the condition 
when a wife may be sent away is contrary to the whole 
composition of the teaching. 

Either the words have to be omitted, or the comma has 
to be left out, and the introductory clause must not be 
referred to the predicate separates, but to the predicate 
causes her to commit adultery. Then the meaning will 
be, A husband by casting off his wife not only commits 
debauchery, but is also guilty of this, that by abandoning 
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her he causes both her and him with whom she comes 
together to commit adultery. 

“As with the explanation as to why a man must have 
no anger against his brother Jesus gave an internal reason, 
— oue must not think of God, harbouring resentment, — 
and an external reason, it is worse for the man him- 
self, — so even in this case Jesus says that the internal 
reason is this, that a man who abandons himself to lust 
causes his soul to perish, and that it is better, as in the 
case of the hand, to cut off that which draws him into 
ruin, and he says further that the external reason is this, 
that every lust, like every anger, grows and spreads of its 
own accord. 

He says, Every married man ought not to have any 
other women and abandon his wife, for, if he abandons 
her, she will be incited to commit debauchery, both she 
and he who comes together with her, and that there is 
then no limit to debauchery. 

veuss again finds that these verses are out of place, 
and says (p. 208): 


Tci encore le rédacteur intercale quelques sentences intime- 
ment li¢ées entre elles, que l'on retrouve ailleurs dans d'autres 
contextes, et dont la premiére pouvait paraitre & sa place aprés 
ce qui venait d’étre dit du péché commis, ou se manifestant par 
un simple regard. Ja combinaison se fait facilement dans ce 
sens: I] vaudrait mieux étre aveugle que de se laisser entrainer 
a des pensées, éventuellement a des actes, coupables et condui- 
sant & la perdition éternelle. Cependant nous concevons des 
doutes trés-sérieux au sujet de ces sentences qui ne nous parais- 
sent pas du tout étre 4 leur place ici. D’abord on ne voit réelle- 
ment pas ce que la seconde formule (qui parle de la main droite) 
doit apporter de lumitre & la pensée principale. En second lieu, 
la mention expresse de l’ceil droit, écarte complétement la seule 
association possible des idées, un homme borgne étant absolu- 
ment dans la méme position qu’un homme qui a ses deux yeux, 
dans les circonstances mentionnées; enfin 11 est de fait que le 
manque de l’un de ces membres ne change pas les instincts 
Vicieux de l’homme. I] y a méme & objecter que le parallélisme > 
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du langage figuré compromet l’idée morale elle-méme: Plutot 
perdre un membre que le corps entier, plutdt renoncer & quelque 
chose de moins grand, moins nécessaire, que de perdre le tout. 
Avec ce parallélisme le péché serait, 4 vrai dire, représenté comme 
quelque chose de relativement inférieur, tandis qu'il est absolument 
mauvais. Nous verrons que toutes ces difficultés disparaissent 
quand nous retrouverons ces textes dans un autre entourage. 


This is what Theophilactes says (Gospel of Matt., 
p. 87): 


The Lord does not break the law of Moses, but corrects it, and 
forbids the husband to despise his wife without any cause. If he 
leaves her for good cause, that is, for adultery, he is not subject 
to judgment; but if he leaves her for some other reason than 
adultery, he is subject to judgment, because he thus causes her 
to commit adultery. But even he who takes her becomes an 
adulterer, for if no one took her she might return to her former 
husband and submit to him (Cf. Chrys.). 


From the interpretations of the church and of Reuss 
it follows that Jesus, according to Reuss, gives an ex- 
ample of how to fulfil the law of Moses; according to 
Theophilactes, of how to correct the law, that is, that 
he merely defines what is to be called an adultery, 
whereas Jesus does not define anything, but, as he shows 
in the first example of anger why the sons of the kingdom 
of God can have no anger, so he shows here why the 
children of the kingdom of God must not be adulterers. 

He says, If a man will wish to have a woman, he will 
thereby cause his soul to perish, and, yielding to this and 
changing wives, he will spread debauchery both in women 
and in men. He shows the harm of debauchery in itself, 
and does not define what may be done and what not, 
what may be called adultery and what may not be called 
so. He gives his second little rule. 

The first rule was that thou shalt never be angry. 
After he said this little rule, he showed why it is neces- 
sary and sensible. 
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Now he enunciated the second rule, Never regard as 
good the feeling of love of woman, that which in our 
Christian society is regarded as a most beautiful thing 
and is exalted in every manner possible in millions of 


books. 


Having said this, Jesus pointed out why this 


second little rule is necessary and sensible. 


THIRD COMMANDMENT: THOT 


33. Idk jxovcare 
bri &ppéOn rots dpyalots, 
OvK émripkices, a7ro- 
Suwaes 5é Ty Kuply rods 
Spxous cou. 

34. "Eyd 5@ Adyw 
Uuty ph dudocae Sdrws- 
pjre dv Tw ovpary sre 
Opdvos éori Tov Oeov: 

35. Mire év rq Yn, 
8re vrombdiby éort TOD 
wodwmy avrov: punyre els 
‘lepooddupa, 8re mdds 
éori rov peyddov Ba- 
oirtéws* 

36. Mire év rn xe- 
darn cov dudoys, Ste ov 
dvvaca play tplya dev- 
khv A wéXatvay roijoat. 

537, "Eorw dé 6 Ndyos 
iudy, Nal vai, OD ob: 
70 dé mwepicody TovTwy éx 
Tov movnpov éoruv. 


(a) Lev, riz. 12. 


Matt. v. 33. Again, ye 
have heard that it hath 
been said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not for- 
swear thyself, but shalt 
perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths :¢ 

34. But I say unto you, 
Swear not at all;> nei- 
ther by heaven; for it is 
Grod’s throne: 


35. Nor Mes the earth; 
for it is his footstool: 
neither by Jerusalem ;¢ 
for it is the city of the 
great King. 


36. Neither shalt thou 
swear by thy head, be- 
cause thou canst not 
make one hair white or 
black. 


37. But let your com- 
munication be, Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay: for whatso- 
ever is more thand these 
cometh of evil. 


SHALT NOT SWEAR 


33. You have also heard 
that it has been said to 
those of old time, Keep 
thy oath, perform what 
thou hast sworn before 
God; 


34. But I tell you, Do 
not swear at all; do not 
swear by heaven, — God 
is there, 


35. Nor by the earth, 
—it is God's; nor by 
the church, —it is also 
God’s. 


36. Nor swear by thy 
head, because thou canst 
not make one hair of 
thy head white or black. 


37. And so let your 
words be, Yes, yes; No, 
no; and what is super- 
fluous in respect to these 
words is begotten by the 
devil (deception). 


And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, 


neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lord. 


Ex. xx. 7. 


Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 


God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 


his name in vain. 


Those are the two passages to which the church points. 


There are no others. 
ferently from what it is expressed here. 


Old Testament is to fulfil the oath. 


Both passages express the oath dif- 


The idea of the 
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(b) Do not swear at all, is given in many texts, and so 
it ought to be, for the whole strength of this proposition 
is in the word dAas. 

(c) I say church instead of Jerusalem, in order to make 
the expression comprehensible, without changing the 
meaning. 

(d) I put in the words in respect to these words, more 
clearly to render the meaning of zepiccop. 

(ec) I put in begotten, because that is the meaning of éx. 


This is what Reuss has to say about this brief passage, 
which is remarkable for the prophetic significance which 
it has for us (pp. 209 and 210): 


Le guatrieme exemple est celui du serment. Le décalogue, au 
3¢ commandement, et la loi en général (Lév. xix. 12), se conten- 
tait de défendre le parjure, soit dans Je sens propre de ce mot, 
@aprés lequel il signifie un mensonge placé sous le patronage de 
Dieu invoqué comme témoin, et oti] est par conséquent un crime 
de lése-majesté divine, soit dans le sens de la rupture d’une pro- 
messe faite sous la foi du serment (il ne s’agit pas spécialement 
dans notre texte de ce qu’on appelle des veur). Jésus va beau- 
coup plus loin; i] accomplit la loi, comme il l’a déja fait dans 
exemple précédent, de maniére a la contredire en quelque sorte, 
du moins & la représenter comme imparfaite, comme restant 
au-dessous du niveau auquel doivent se placer les membres du 
royaume des cieux (Matth. xix. 8). Il interdit le serment 
péremptoirement. L’usage de cette forme particuliére de ]’asser- 
tion est la conséquence du manque de véracité parmi les hommes, 
qui ont ainsi voulu se prémunir contre les chances de fraude dont 
ils auraient pu devenir les victimes. Ce fait seul fait reconnaitre 
le serment comme indigne d’une société comme doit l’€tre celle du 
royaume des cieux. La, on se bornera & dire oui ou non, selon le 
cas. Cette seule parole doit étre une garantie suffisante. Tout 
ce qu’on y ajouterait, dans le but d’écarter toute méfiance, prou- 
verait plutét que celle-ci a sa raison d’étre et que, par consé- 
quent, le Malin, le diable, Vinstigateur de tout mal, y a 8a 
main de maniére ou d’autre, ne serait-ce que parce que celui qui 
jure justifie par cela méme les soupgons de celui qui demande le 
germent. 
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Reuss evidently does not understand the meaning of 
this passage. The church understands it, but inten- 
tionally conceals what it understands, purposely debases 
the teaching, distorts it, and makes it the servant of its 
abominable purposes. 

This is what the church has to say: 


Thou shalt not forswear thyself, etc.: That is not a litera] repeti- 
tion of the law of Moses, as contained in Lev. xix. 12 and Deut. 
xxill. 21-23: Ye shall not swear by my name falsely. If thou 
vowest a vow unto Jehovah thy God, perform it at once. 
Christ’s words apparently express the same as the letter of the 
law: Thou shalt not swear except for the assertion of a truth, 
and if thou hast sworn, do not transgress thy oath. 

But shalt perform: That is, in thy oath thou must tell the 
truth, and perform what thou hast promised with an oath. An 
oath is a solemn assertion in the name of God as to the truth of 
what is said; whereat it is self-understood that God will make 
him who swears responsible, if he swears in order to assert an 
untruth, because by an oath of lying the name of God is 
desecrated. In the course of time the Jews became accustomed 
to avoid an oath in the name of God and to swear by different 
objects, such as heaven, earth, Jerusalem, the temple, and these 
oaths they did not consider immutable and obligatory, that is, 
they allowed themselves to swear falsely by them, without 
apparently breaking the letter of the law. 

Swear not at all: By none of the manners of oaths pointed 
out as being in use, for all was created by God and was created 
holy, consequently to swear by any creation of his would be the 
same as swearing by him who created, and to swear falsely by 
him would impair the sacredness of the oath itself. 

Neither by heaven: Heaven is the place of God’s especial 
presence, for which reason it is said to be God’s throne. To 
swear by heaven is also the same as swearing by him who sits 
on the heavenly throne, that is, by God himself. 

Nor by the earth: The earth is called God’s footstool, conse- 
quently to swear by it would be the same as swearing by God 
himself. 

Neither by Jerusalem: Jerusalem is called the city of the great 
King, that is, of God, who is the true King, both of every coun- 
try and more particularly of the Jewish kingdom, the chief city 
of which was Jerusalem, where was the temple, the only one in 
the world where God the King could be worshipped. 
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Neither by the head: The oath by the head was very customary 

in every-day life, just as among our common people improper 
oaths of every kind are used. ‘T'o swear by the head means also 
the same as swearing by one’s life, that is, I give my life, or, Let 
ny life be taken from me, May I die, if what I say is not true. 
God is the creator cf lite and it is in his power to take or pro- 
long lite; consequently those who swear by it swear by what 
does not belong to them, but to God, consequently they swear by 
God himself. 

Not one hair: So small is our power to change our life that we 
cannot even change the colour of our hair; consequently we must 
not swear by what is not ours. 

Yea, yea; Nay, nay: That does not mean that a Christian is 
always to use these words in place of an oath, but that he must 
simply and directly assert a truth or deny a he, tell the truth, 
and not tell a he. Besides, everything strengthened by an oath, 
an asseveration, is from the evil, from the wicked, from untruth, 
hence from the devil, since he is the cause of every evil. 

The prohibition of all swearing at all evidently does not in- 
clude the legal oath, — which is necessary in social and private 
life, —the oath by the name of God. He himself confirmed the 
oath in the court, when to the words of the high priest, [ entreat 
thee by the living God, he replied, Thou hast said, since with the 
Jews the judge generally pronounced an oath formula, which 
the defendant applied to himself with the words, Amen, be it as 
thou hast said. 

Apostle Paul invoked God as a witness to the truth of his words, 
which is evidently the same oath (Rom.1.9; ix. 1.3 2 Cor. 1. 23 ; 
1.273; Galea. 20; Phil. i. 83 1 Thes. 1.5; Heb. vi. 16). 

Oaths were prescribed by the law of Moses, and the Lord did 
not do away with these oaths (lox. xxii, 11; Lev. v.13; Num. v. 
19; Deut. xxix. 12-14). 

What is abolished is the empty, hypocritical oaths of the 
Pharisees. 


Here is the third of the rules given by Jesus for the 
purpose of entering the kingdom of God, and the church 
assumes the same attitude to all three of them: it simply 
rejects them 

In the first it was said, Thou shalt not be angry. The 
church interpolates the word ece7 and explains that it is 
permissible to be angry, and Jesus’ words are made to 
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mean nothing. If thou wantest to pray, Go and be recon- 
ciled with thy brother. The church says, That may be 
inconvenient, and so a man may pray even if he does not 
go to make his peace, even if millions of men suffer from 
him, if millions are in want, in prisons, being murdered, 
and he is to blame for it; a man may pray, and all he 
has to say is that he has made peace in his heart, and the 
words of Jesus have no meaning. 

It is said, Thou shalt commit no adultery, and as an 
example of it it says that he who is divorced from his 
wife is himself an adulterer and causes his wife to 
commit adultery, and also him who marries a divorced 
woman. 

The church takes this to mean that Jesus has given 
rules of what is regarded as lawful and what as unlawful 
Well? The church sanctifies divorces. 

In respect to the third rule the same is done, but in a 
still more striking manner. The third rule is expressed 
so briefly and so clearly, that one would think that no 
place was left for interpretations, except for the useless 
verses about what word one must not swear by. All the 
whole third rule says is, Anciently they said, Keep an 
oath, and I say, Swear neither by God, nor by thy head, 
because everything is in the power of God, even thy 
head, and so say, Yes, yes, No, no, and what is above 
these words is evil. It is impossible to fail to understand 
this meaning. If the church les in such a manner, it 
knows why; it knows that the structure of society and 
its own institution are based on the oath, and so it cannot 
help but lie. Jesus is speaking about that very oath 
which the church wants to justify. 

The real meaning of these words is what is said in 
them. It says, Do not swear. The connection with the 
whole teaching is as follows: When an agreement is con- 
firmed by this, that both parties vow themselves to God, 
when they say, May God kill me, if I do not do so and 
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so, God becomes the pledge of it, and that is an oath. In 
explaining the reason why a man should not swear, Jesus 
says that a man should not make such agreemeuts, be- 
cause there is nothing to give as a pledge. If he pledges 
heaven, he makes God a pledge of his agreement; but 
God does not go bail for him, so all these oaths are 
senseless. 

If a man pledges his head, he can do so only if he is 
not in the kingdom of God. In the kingdom of God 
every man knows that he is entirely in the power of God 
and himself can do nothing, not even change a hair on his 
head. Every oath is a promise that a man will do this or 
that in any case; but how can a man who recognizes the 
kingdom of God, that is, God’s power over himself, 
promise an earthly thing? One and the same earthly 
thing may be good or bad, in agreement with or opposed to 
the will of God. I will come to such and such a place on 
the Sabbath, and to that I will swear, but on the Sabbath 
my friend, my father, my wife will die, and I shall be asked 
to stay with them. I swear that I will give three dollars 
on such apd such a day, but one who is starving will ask 
me for these three dollars, and how can I refuse him ? 

I swear that I will obey Ivan Ivanovich, and he com- 
mands me to kill men, which is forbidden by God. It 
was possible to do so, when the will of God was not 
known, when there was a law and the teachers (the 
prophets), but not when the kingdom of God has come. 
Man is entirely in the power of God, and he obeys nobody 
else. His whole business is to do the will of God. So 
to whom is he going to swear? And why? And in 
what? And so you must not swear at all; Say Yes, 
if you have to say Yes, and No, if you have to say No; 
and know that every promise, no matter what it be, 
which is affirmed by an oath, is an evil deed, a deed which 
originates from evil, a deed under which an evil purpose 
18 hidden. 
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FOURTH COMMANDMENT: RESIST NOT EVIL 


38. "Hrovoare 8ri ép- 
pen, OpOarudr avril dp- 
Oarpod, kal dd6vra dvr 
6d6vros. 

39. "Eyw 6@ Aéyw 
tuiy wh dvricrivar TY 
mwovnpp’ ad boris ce 
pamloe éri rhv Sekidy 
gov guiaybva, orpéyor 
ab’ry kal rhy &\Anv: 

41. Kat Sori ce 
dyyapevoes plrrov &v, 
Uraye per alrod duo. 

42. Top alrodvrl ce 
dldov- cal rov OédorvTa 
and cov daveloacOar uh 
droorpapys. 


40. Kat rp 6édovrl 
go. KptOnjvac Kal Tov 
xiTOvd cou ANaPetv, Ades 
aur Kal rd ludriov- 

ov. Kal uh xplvere, 
kal o¥ wy KptOnre. un 
xaradudtere, Kal ov ph 
karadixacOyre. arodv- 
ere, kal dwodvbhoed Oe: 

2. "Ev @ ydp xpluare 
kplvere, xptOnoerbe> Kal 
év p wérpw perpeire, ay- 
TUMET PNOHTET AL ULC. 


3. Tl 6é Bréreas rd 
kdppos 7d év ry dpbaruw 
Tov addedpot cov, rhv de 
dv re op dpOarug do- 
Koy OU Karavoets ; 

4.°H mwas pets rp 
ddedoy cov, "Ades, éx- 
Bddw 7d xdpdos dd roi 
dpBaruwot cov: xal ldovd 
n Soxds ev rw bPOaru@ 
gou; 

5. ‘Yroxpird, &xBare 
mp@roy thy Soxdy éx 


Matt. v. 38. Ye have 
heard that it hath been 
said, An eye for an eye, 
and atooth for a toothe 
(Ex. xxi. 24): 

39. But I say unto you, 
That ye resist not evil: 
but whosoever’ shall 
smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the 
other also. 


41. And whosoever 
shall compel thee to go 
a mile, go with him 
twain. 

42. Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from 
him that would borrow 
of thee turn not thou 
away. 


40. And if any man 
will sue thee at the law, 
and take away thy coat,® 
Jet him have thy cloak 
also. 


Luke vi. 37. Judge not, 
and ye shall not be 
judged: condemn not, 
and ye shall not be con- 
demned: forgive, and 
ye shall be forgiven :« 


Matt. vit. 2. For with 
what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall e 


judged: and with what 
mexsure ye mete, it shall 
be measured to you 
ayrain, 

3. And why beholdest 
thou the mote that is in 
thy brother’s eye, but 
considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own 
eye 2d 


4. Or how wilt thou 
say to thy brother, Let 
me pull out the mote 
out of thine eye; and, 
behold, a beam is in 
thine own eye ? 


5. Thou hypocrite, 
first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye; 


38. You have heard 
that it has been said, 
An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth: 


39. But I say, Do not 
struggle against evil; 
if one strike thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him 
the left also. 


41. And if one compels 
thee to walk a mile with 
him, walk two. 


42. Give to each man 
who asks thee. Do not 
run away from him who 
wants to borrow from 
thee, and do not ask 


back thy own, which 
another has taken from 
thee. 


40. And so, if a man 
wants to sue thee to 
take thy coat away, give 
him also thy cloak. 


37. And do not sue, 
that you may not be 
sued, and do not judge 
any one, that you may 
not be judged: forgive, 
and you shall be for- 


given. 
2. For in what way 
you judge, you shall be 


judged; and with what 
measure you measure, 
it shall be measured to 
you. 


3. Why dost thou look 
for the mote in thy 
brother’s eye? Thou 
dost not see that there 
is a whole chip in thy 
own eye. 


4. How wilt thou say 
to thy brother, Brother, 
I will take the mote out 
of thy eye, since thou 
dost not feel the chip in 
thy own eye? 


5. Deceiver! First pull 
the chip out of thy own 
eye, then thou wilt see 
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rod é6d@aduot vot, xal 
rére SiaBrépes éxBarecv 
rd Kapdos €x Tov dpdan- 
pov Tov adeNHov cov. 

39. Elire dé trapafo- 
Anvavrots, Myre dUvarat 
Tupnrds Tuprdy ddnyECr ; 
ovxl dupdrepa ets Bd- 
Ouvory wecovrrat ; 

40. Ovw €ori padyris 
trép rov dddoxadoyr av- 
rou: xarnpriopévos dé 
was tora: ws 6 diddoKxa- 
dos avo. 

49. Ou ydp dore dév- 
Spov Kaddv, mowivv Kap- 
wov campdy ovde dévdpov 
gampov, mo.wvy Kaproy 
Kaddv. 

44. “Exaorov yap dév- 
Spov éx rov idiov xaprod 
*ytwwo KET at: 

35, 'O dyabes &vOpw- 
wos €x rov dyasov 6n- 
gavpov THs Kapdlas 
éxBaddr\ec Ta ayaa: xal 
0 mornpds AvOpwros éx 
Tou wovnpov Onacavpot 
éxBdddAec mrovnpa. 

6. My dare 7d dyiov 
Trois xual: noe Padrnre 
Tous papyaplras vw 
tumrpocbev Trav yolpwr, 
wiyrore KxaTararhowoty 
avrovs ¢y Tots wooly av- 
Trav, Kal orpapévres 
phiwow vuas. 

1h. Hpootyere &¢ dd 
tiv Peudorpodnr wy, ol- 
tives Epyovrar wpds Uuds 
év évduuact mpoBdtwy, 
Lowfev 56 elor dvxor 
dpwayes. 

34. Tevyhuara éyxid- 
vv, was duvacbe dyala 
Aarety, wovnpol byres; 
éx yap Tov wepitcevparos 
THs xapélas 7rd orbua 
hadXet. 


and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother’s 
eye. 


Luke vi. 39. And he 
spake a parable unto 
them; Can the blind 
lead the blind? shall 
they not both fall into 
the ditch ?« 


40. The disciple is not 
above his master: but 
every one that is perfect 
Shall be as his master. 


43. For a good tree 
bringeth not forth cor- 
rupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. 


44. For every tree is 
kuown by his own fruit. 


Matt, xii. 35. A good 


man out of the good 
treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good 


things: and an evil man 
out of the evil treas- 
ure bringeth forth evil 
things. 


Matt. vit. 6. Give not 
that which is holy unto 
the dogs, neither cast ve 

our pearls before swine, 
est they trample them 
under their feet, and 
turn again and rend 
yous 


15. Beware of false 
propheta, which come to 
ou in sheep’s clothing, 
hut inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. 


Matt. rti. WA. O gen- 
eration of vipers, how 
can ye, being evil, speak 
good things? for out of 
the abundance of the 
Pa the mouth speak- 
eth. 
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how to take the mote out 
of thy brother’s eye. 


39. Can the blind lead 
the blind? They will 
both fall into a ditch. 


40. The disciple is not 
above his teacher. Even 
if be has learned every- 
ee he will be as his 
teacher. 


43. For no bad fruit 
can come from a good 
tree; no good tree brings 
forth bad fruit. 


44. Every treeis known 
by its fruit. 


35. A good man out of 
the good treasure in his 
heart brings forth good 
things; and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure 
in his heart brings forth 
evil things. 


6. Do not give what is 
holy to the dogs, and do 
not cast what is most 
precious before the 
swine, Jest they trample 
them under their feet, 
and then turn against 
you and tear you up. 


15. Keep away from 
the false teachers, who 
eome to you in le 
clothing, but inwardly 
are ravening wolves. 


34. Brood of monsters! 
How can you speak good 
things, since you are 
evil 
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36. Adyw 5é duty, dre 
wav piua dpydov, 6 éay 
Aadjowsy of A&vOpwrrot, 
drrodwoover wept avtoi 
Adbyov év nuepa xploews. 


36. But I say unto you 
That every idle word 
that men shall speak, 
they shall give account 
thereof in the day of 
judgment. 
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36. I tell you that every 
idle word that men spea 
they will pay for when 
the accounting comes. 


37. "Ex yap ra&v dé- 
yw cov dixawihon, Kal 
éx TOv \édywv gov xata- 
dixac Ojo. 


37. For by thy words 
thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned. 


37. For by words thou 
shalt be justified, and 
by words thou shalt be 
condemned. 


(a) An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, is an 
extract from the following passage from Exodus. 


Ex. rri. 1. Now these are the judgments which thou shalt 
set before them. 

2. If thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: 
and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. 

3. If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he 
were married, then his wife shall go out with him. 

4. If his master have given him a wife, and she have borne 
him sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her 
masters, and he shall go out by himself. 

5. And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my 
wife, and my children ; I will not go out free: 

6. Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall 
also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his mas- 
ter shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve 
him for ever. . 

7. And if a man sell his daughter to be a maidservant, 
she shall not go out as the menservants do. 

8. If she please not her master, who hath betrothed her 
to himself, then shall he let her be redeemed : to sell her unto a 
strange nation he shall have no power, seeing he hath dealt 
deceitfully with her. 

9g. And if he have betrothed her unto his son, he shall deal 
with her after the manner of daughters. 

10. If he take him another wife, her food, her raiment, and 
her duty of marriage, shall he not diminish. 

11. And if he do not these three unto her, then shall she go 
out free without money. 

12. He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put 
to death. 

13. And if a man lie not in wait, but God deliver him into 
his hand; then I will appoint thee a place whither he shall flee. 
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14. But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, 
to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, 
that he may die. 

15. And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be 
surely put to death. 

16. And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he be 
found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death. 

17. And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall surely 
be put to death. 

18. And if men strive together, and one smite another with a 
stone, or with his fist, and he die not, but keepeth his bed: 

19. If he rise again, and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall 
he that smote him be quit: only he shall pay for the loss of his 
time, and shal] cause him to be thoroughly healed. 

20. And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, with a rod, 
and he die under his hand; he shall be surely punished. 

21. Notwithstanding, if he continue a day or two, he shall 
not be punished: for he is his money. 

22. If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her 
fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be 
surely punished, according as the woman’s husband will lay 
upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. 

23. And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for 
life, 

24. Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, 

25. Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for 
stripe. | 

26. And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of 
his maid, that it perish; he shall let him go free for his eye’s 
sake. 

27. And if he smite out his manservant’s tooth, or his maid- 
servant's tooth; he shall let him go free for his tooth’s sake. 

28. If an ox gore a man or woman, that they die: then the 
ox shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but 
the owner of the ox shall be quit. 

29. But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time 
past, and it hath been testified to his owner, and he hath not 
kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a woman; the ox 
shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death. 

30. If there be laid on him a sum of money, then he shall 
give for the ransom of his life whatsoever is laid upon him. 

81. Whether he have gored a son, or have gored a daughter, 
according to this judgment shall it be done unto him. 
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32. If the ox shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he 
shall give unto their master thirty shekels of silver, and the 
ox shall be stoned. 

33. And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man shall dig a pit, 
and not cover it, and an ox or an ass fall therein ; 

34. The owner of the pit shall make it good, and give money 
unto the owner of them; and the dead beast shall be his. 

35. And if one man’s ox hurt another’s, that he die; then 
they shall sell the live ox, and divide the money of it; and 
the dead ox also they shall divide. 

36. Or if it be known that the ox hath used to push in time 
past, and his owner hath not kept him in; he shall surely pay 
ox for ox; and the dead shall be his own. 

zziui. 1. If a man shall stea) an ox, or a sheep, and kill it, 
or sell it; he shall restore five oxen for an ox, and four sheep 
for a sheep. 

2. If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he 
die, there shall no blood be shed for him. 

3. If the sun be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed for 
him; for he should make full restitution: if he have nothing, 
then he shall be sold for his theft. 

4. If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, whether 
it be ox, or ass, or sheep ; he shall restore double. 

5. If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten, and 
shall put in his beast, and shall feed in another man’s field ; of 
the best of his own field, and of the best of his own vineyard, 
shall he make restitution. 

6. If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so that the stacks of 
corn, or the standing corn, or the field, be consumed therewith ; 
he that kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 

7. If a man shall deliver unto his neighbour money or stuff to 
keep, and it be stolen out of the man’s house; if the thief be 
found, let him pay double. 

8. If the thief be not found, then the master of the house 
shall be brought unto the judges, to see whether he hath put 
his hand unto his neighbour’s goods. 

9. For all manner of trespass, whether it be for ox, for ass, 
for sheep, for raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, which 
another challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall 
come before the judges; and whom the judges shall condemn, 
he shall pay double unto his neighbour. 

10. If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, or an ox, or a 
sheep, or any beast, to keep; and it die, or be hurt, or driven 
away, no man seeing it: 
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11. Then shall an oath of the Lord be between them both, 
that he hath not put his hand unto his neighbour's goods; and 
the owner of it shall accept thereof, and he shall not make it good. 

12. And if it be stolen from him, he shall make restitution 
unto the owner thereof. 

13. If it be torn in pieces, then let him bring it for witness, 
and he shall not make good that which was torn. 

14. And if a man borrow aught of his neighbour, and it 
be hurt, or die, the owner thereot being not with it, he shall 
surely make it good. 

15. But if the owner thereof be with it, he shall not make it 
good : if it be a hired thing, it came for his hire. 

16. And if a manu entice a maid that is not betrothed, and 
he with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife. 

17. If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall 
pay money according to the dowry of virgins. 

18. Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 

19. Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death. 

20. He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the Lord only, 
he shall be utterly destroyed. 


That is the whole thing that the Jews had in view 
when Christ said, You have been told, An eye for an eye, 
etc. In adducing the words, An eye for an cye, and a 
tooth for a tooth, which refer to the injured woman, Jesus 
apparently does not speak of this one case, but in general 
of trials and punishments, which form the contents of 
these chapters. He speaks of the ancient means of 
defence against evil, of trials and punishments, and soon 
after he says, But I tell you, Do not struggle against 
evil, or, more correctly, do not defend thyself against 
evil in that manner, but do the opposite, and he goes 
on to show what the opposite actions are. 

For that reason the verses of man’s judgment, which 
in Matthew are given in the seventh chapter, and in 
Luke follow the passage where it says that one should 
give to those who ask, and that one shvuld be merciful, 
are transferred by me into this chapter, where they 
directly follow from the passage in the Old Testament, 
where reference is had to the criminal procedure. The 
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transference of these verses to the seventh chapter, where 
they stand out of connection with what follows and what 
precedes, is quite clearly explained by the fact that the 
words about the criminal procedure are understood as 
words which refer only to the condemnation by words. 
In consequence of these considerations I transpose also 
Verse 40 of Chapter V. of Matthew after Verses 41 and 
2, since Verse 40 speaks of the judgment. After that 

verse naturally follow Verses 37 from Matthew and 37, 
Chapter VI., from Luke. 

(b) Kal tov xtT@va cov AaBeiv and to take thy coat. 

Here, in the sermon on the mount, the word xpivey is 
used for the first time, and its meaning is itself defined by 
the context. If there did not exist a false interpretation 
of the words «pivw and xpivopat, in the sense of speaking 
ill, it would never have occurred to any one to interpret 
the clear meaning of the passage, To swe and take away 
the coat. To say that in the sermon, where Jesus is 
expornding before the vagrants the essence of his teach- 
ing, he is saying that the vagrants ought not to be given 
to speaking ill would appear as a senseiess joke, if we 
were not used to the blasphemous interpretations of the 
chureh. Fortunately the word stands here in such a con- 
text that it is umpossible to give it another interpretation, 
but the church continues even here to blaspheme. 

This is what it says (Gospel of Matt., p. 91): 


Will sue: That we must yield to the oppressor who wants to 
take something away from us by a case at law is, even more than 
the preceding one, a commandinent which ought to be taken 
in a general sense. The Saviour wants us to show a similar 
absence of malice, not only when we are beaten, but also when 
people want to deprive us of our possessions. However, the legal 
defence of property is not excluded by it, nor the just litigation. 
When Paul heard that lawsuits were instituted in the church at 
Corinth, he did not definitely exclude them from the Christian 
society, but only said, Why do you not rather take wrong than 
do wrong ? (1 Cor. vi. 7.) 
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This is what Reuss says (pp. 211 and 212): 


C’est encore la recommandation de la patience et de la ré- 
signation en face de l’injustice, considérée comme préférable & 
des procédés, légaux a la vérité, mais étraugers au sentiment 
fraternel qui doit rapprocher les hommes, durs, violents, agres- 
sifs. Mais dans ces nouveaux cas il ne s’agit plus de rendre la 
pareille, seulement de repousser une attaque contre la personne 
ou la propriété. Nous devons donc les étudier @ part. Quant a 
la forme de la pensée, nous voulons dire quant aux exemples 
choisis pour exposer populairement, voici ce qu'il y a a dire. 
On remarquera la différence entre les deux rédactions dans ce 
qui est dit du manteau et de la tunique. On sera porté a dire 
que la version de Luc est la meilleure, parce que celui qui dé- 
pouille autre, commence par le vétement qui recouvre les autres. 
Cependant autre version nous parait de beaucoup préférable. 
I] s’agit d’un proces injuste, par lequel un homme est mécham- 
ment dépouillé de son bien. Or, il faut se rappeler que le man- 
teau est considéré comme |’objet le plus indispensable du pauvre 
homme, parce qu'il lui sert de lit, et que la loi mosaique déj& 
(Exod. xxii. 25. Deut. xxiv. 13) contient des dispositions pro- 
tectrices & cet égard. Le sens est donc: Si quelque adversaire 
méchant veut, par des intrigues judiciaires, vous enlever une 
partie de votre bien, plutot que de faire des efforts pour vous 
défendre énergiquement, laissez-lui prendre le tout. Le mot 
grec, d'origine persane, que nous avons rendu par corvee, se 
rapporte proprement a des services publics pour lesquels on met 
un homme en réquisition (Matth. xxvii. 82). La recommanda- 
tion porte done qu'il faut plutét faire plus qu’il n'est exigé que 
de refuser tout a fait. 

Il se présente ici une difficulté en vue de laquelle on a souvent 
reproché a la morale de Jésus d’étre simplement inapplicable, 
parce qu’aucune société ne saurait subsister la ou les honnétes 
gens Jaisseraient ainsi patiemment le champ hbre aux méchants. 
Pour écarter cette objection, i] ne suffit pas de dire qu’il ne s’agit 
pas ici de lois sociales, mais de devoirs privés, ni de rappeler que 
d’autres passages de |’Ecriture sauvegardent l’ordre public. 11 
faut admettre que la recommandation de Jésus, bien que figuree 
dans sa forme, est sérieuse et réellement practicable. Or, on 
trouvera sans peine qu’il y a des coups, plus durs et. plus irritants 
que des soufflets, que le chrétien peut étre dans le cas de sup- 
porter et de pardonner: des attaques contre le fruit de son 
travail, plus méchantes que ne le sont d’injustes proces ; des 
charges plus lourdes que de brutales extorsions, qu’on peut lui 
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imposer sans qu’il regimbe. Nous parlons de cas ot: aucune loi 
positive n’est violée, mais ou un sentiment plus délicat du devoir 
nous engage & subir les effets de l’égoisme d’autrui sans nous op- 
poser a ses exigences ; ot il nous serait méme aisé de dire: non, 
en nous prévalant du droit strict, et ot l’esprit de Jésus nous fait 
dire: oul, en nous guidant par son exemple. 

Le v. 42 est plus étranger au contexte, en ce qu’il n’y a plus 
la aucune liaison quelconque avec la loi du talion. Pour le fond, 
méme observation que tout & l'heure. Prise a la lettre et dans 
son acception la plus illimitée, cette régle ferait plus de mal que 
de bien. Mais il restera toujours le principe que la rédaction de 
Luc insére en cet endroit méme et que notre évangéliste ne men- 
tionne que plus bas (vil. 12): ce n’est pas mon intérét, mais celui 
de mon prochain, qui doit régler mes actes. 


To a man who is searching after a meaning of the 
teaching and who does not regard the present order of 
things as the realization of a Christian organization 
of society, this passage points incontestably to this, that 
the words wy xpivere xai ov un xptOnjre must be trans- 
lated by to judge in court and be judged, and that the 
same is true of xpi07jTe, the passive voice of this verb, and 
that Jesus forbids judging and litigating. 

(c) In Matthew vi. 1: wy xpivere, va pr KpiOnre 
Judge not, that ye be not judged. Many texts have, as 
in Luke, ux) caradicaere, that is, Do not condemn by a 
trial. 

(ad) Such is the context of these verses in Luke. That 
these words are here in place, there can be no doubt to 
him who by the words xpivw and xatadixatw understands 
what they mean, and not what we want them to mean. 
The courts and the judges are the men with the chips in 
their eyes who are trying to find the motes in others, 
they are the blind who are leading the blind, the teachers 
of revenge and malice, who can teach nothing but revenge 
and malice. 

(e) This verse is placed in Luke after the verse about 
the beam in the eye, and evidently refers to the judges. 
Courts cannot be good if they lead to punishment and 
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evil, and those who judve and pronounce sentence cause 
their sentences to come from evil. 

(7) This verse is found only in Matthew, where it 
stands immediately after the verse about the beam in the 
eye. oth the church and Reuss give to this verse a 
meaning which is independent of the discourse. 

Here is the interpretation of the church (pp. 120 and 
121): 


Give not that which is holy unto the dogs: Again an allegorical 
discourse. What is holy unto the dogs: the picture is borrowed 
from what one might do who should throw what is holy, that is, 
consecrated, offered to God as a sacrifice, to the dogs to desecrate 
it. What is holy here signifies everything which has reference 
to the Christian faith: the whole gospel truth, the command- 
ments, rules, teaching, and also all sacred objects. 

Pearls: A precious object of adornment. It serves as a pic- 
ture of high spiritual subjects, and here signifies also high 
subjects of Christian faith and evangelical truth (Athanasius 
the Great understands by them in particular the mysteries of 
Christ’s body and blood). 

Dogs and swine: These unclean animals designate those who 
are morally corrupt and incapable of receiving the evangelichl 
truth of men, to whom what is holy and spiritual is foreign and 
even annoying, since they cannot understand its value. 

They trample under their feet: As a swine, which does not know 
the high value of a costly pearl, tramples it underfoot, so also 
corrupt people, who do not comprehend the high value of evan- 
gelical truths, mix them with unclean subjects, contort them, 
and frequently even scoff at them. In many passages he makes 
the corruption of life the cause why the most perfect teaching is 
not accepted, for which reason he commands that the doors be not 
opened to them, for when they have learned they become bolder 
still. 

And turn again and rend you: Wild dogs, whose hunger has 
been irritated, but not satisfied, and voracious swine, which in- 
stead of food receive that which they cannot devour, being irri- 
tated, may throw themselves on those who have irritated their 
hunger without satisfying it, and tear them to pieces. Even so 
corrupt people, incapable of understanding and receiving the 
evangelical truth, may in their rage turn on the very preachers 
of the truth and cause them all kinds of calamities, even death. 
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The sense of the discourse, divested of its allegory, is thus: 
Do not offer the evangelical truths and everything holy to men 
who are morally corrupt, ungodly, and evil, lest they, not under- 
standing what is holy and most precious, should defile it, mingle 
it with human sophistries, distort it, and scoff at it, and you 
yourselves should not escape being ruthlessly destroyed by them. 
How often the apostles during their preaching had occasion to 
convince themselves of that, when they had to suffer all kinds of 
calamities from evil, senseless, immoral men. 

Similarly the Lord has here forbidden that ungodliness which 
we practise on the Lord’s holy words by transgressing them. 

The consequence of such a transgression is this, that those 
who are outside the faith similarly regard the injunctions of the 
Lord as worthy of neglect, and for that reason rise with greater 
boldness against us, and, as it were, tear the transgressor to 
pieces with their rebukes and arraignments. 


The same in Reuss. 

It seems to me that the significance of the verse flows 
from what precedes, and is much simpler than the mean- 
ing attached to it by the church. 

The whole point is that men should not litigate. If 
a man litigates and expects justice from the judges, who 
judge tooth for tooth, he gives that which is holiest and 
most precious in him — his desire to have justice — to 
the dogs, throws it under the feet of the swine. The dogs 
and swine will trample underfoot his feeling of justice 
and will tear him to pieces, that is, they will condemn 
him, or will cause another man to be condemned. 


So here is the fourth of those small rules of Jesus, 
which are to teach us how to fulfil the law. Both this 
rule and the preceding one show that Jesus, speaking 
of the law, never had in mind the law of Moses, but the 
general and eternal moral law of men. Jesus does not 
teach how to fulfil the injunctions of the book of oaths 
of Moses, but teaches us how to fulfil the eternal law, 
which forbids all oaths, 


258 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


Similarly in respect to justice Jesus does not teach us 
to fulfil the law of Moses, but says outright that human 
justice is an evil, and teaches us to fulfil the eternal law, 
—— the non-resistance to evil. He retains one thing, the 
aim of the law, as a reason for expressing his rules. 
The aim of the law of human justice is the good of men. 
And he says, In order that you may obtain this good, you 
are told in the law, Put out an eye of him who has put 
out an eye, knock out a tooth of him who has knocked out 
a tooth, cut off his hand and kill him who has killed; 
but I tell you, in order to obtain the good, do not defend 
yourselves against evil men. Do not defend yourselves 
at all. If a man strike thee on a cheek, offer him the 
other. If he wants thee to work for him, work for him 
twice as much. If thou knowest that he wants to borrow 
of thee, do not rug away from him, but give him; and if 
thou givest him, do not ask back; if he wants to take thee 
to court and take away thy coat, give him thy cloak also. 

Christ dwells in detail upon this and counts out the 
cases in which an evil man may offend one who is not 
evil, and in all cases he says directly and clearly what 
one ought to do, and what not; he says that one must 
give everything up and not have recourse to human 
justice, the courts, and nct take part in them. 

The aim of the law is that no one should lay his hand 
on another, on his liberty, his security, his life, and so the 
law cannot lay its hands on the liberty, security, and life 
of another. And there cannot be a law, Thou shalt not 
kill, and another law, Thou shalt kill such and such 
@ roan. 

This rule follows naturally from the first rule, Be not 
angry, and make thy peace with thy brother. Its chief 
meaning is only a rejection of the human judgment, 
which is confirmed by a false law. 

Jesus says, Do not judge and be not judged, but 
forgive, forgive everything. If you will forgive, you 
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will be forgiven. And if you will judge, you will be 
judged, and the evil will never end. 

And as with the former rules, Jesus, having given the 
rule, explains it from two sides, froin the internal side, 
for each man, and from the external side, for all men. 
For each man he says, How can a man judge others? 
He who judges ought to see what is good and what bad, 
but how is he to see that, since he judges himself, that 
is, wants to avenge and punish? By his very judging he 
confirms the evil, and so, if he judges, he is himself 
a blind man who wants to lead a blind man. So it turns 
out for each man. 

For all men it turns out that, in the first place, if he 
judges, he will be judged himself, and, in the second 
place, though he intends to correct and teach, he only 
spoils and corrupts. Very well, he teaches and punishes. 
But the pupil can learn only what the teacher knows. 
The teacher teaches that vengeance should be wrought 
on men. It is this that the pupil will learn. Thus men 
teach others to punish, and thus they go farther and far- 
ther into the darkness. They say that they are doing 
this for the good. They kill! Murder cannot come 
from a good desire, just as bad fruit cannot grow on 
a good tree, and as good fruit is got from a good tree, 
so vengeance and punishment cannot come from a good 
man. And so, if they punish, do not believe them that 
they are good. Such is the meaning of this passage. 

This is the way the church interprets it: 


Resist not evil: An evil action caused by a bad or evil man; 
and since the devil is the cause of evil, we may understand by 
the evil the devil who acts through the man who offers the 
offence. Does it really mean that the devil is not to be re- 
sisted? He is to be, but as the Saviour has commanded it, that 
is, the evil is to be borne with patience. 

Whosoever shall smite thee: The feeling of love and meekness, 
which to an offence answers with a readiness to receive a new 
offence, which twice satisfies an unjust pretension, and which is 
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prepared to give to him who asks, is the distinctive feature of 
those who have become perfected in the spirit of the Christian 
law. 

But it is self-evident that all these commandments about long- 
suffering, about rejecting retribution, being directed only against 
the Jewish love of revenge, do not exclude the public measures 
for the suppression of evil aud for the punishment of those who 
do wrong, and also the private personal efforts and cares of each 
man to preserve the inviolability of righteousness, to bring the 
offenders to justice, to put a stop to the attempts of the evil- 
minded to harm others, for otherwise the very spiritual laws 
of the Saviour would in Jewish fashion turn only into a letter, 
which might serve for the success of evil and the suppression of 
virtue. Christian love must be like divine love, but divine love 
limits and punishes evil, and the love of a Christian must endure 
the evil only to the extent to which it is regarded more or less 
as harmless for the glory of God and for the salvation of our 
neighbours ; in the contrary case it should limit and punish the 
evil, which is especially the duty of the authorities. 

The Lord himself, when he was smitten on his cheek, said 
to the offender, Why dost thou smite me? and commanded his 
disciples to save themselves from oppressions and persecutions 
by flight. Apostle Paul, in a case of an injustice shown to him, 
instead of suffering without murmuring, turns to the authorities 
for justice and rephes reproachfully to the high priest who has 
commanded that he be beaten. 

Judge not: What is prohibited is not a simple judgment or 
well-intentioned estimation of the actions of other men, which 
18 in any case necessary in life, especially in public life, but the 
condemnation of the mode of action of one’s neighbour, and 
Withal the condemnation by an illegal judgment, which is com- 
mon in every socicty, and the personal condemnation, in private 
relations and in private intercourse, —s8o to speak, private, per- 
sonal faultfinding, in which cases the condemnation generally 
takes place from some selfish and impure purposes, from ambi- 
tion, pride, and so forth. Judgments concerning the quality 
of this or that action of our neighbours, even the action pro- 
voked by such a judgment, is permissible, if it is based on 
a true understanding of the matter and on a godly jealousy 
for the glory of God. Christ himself and the apostles and all 
their true followers have always condemned actions which were 
contrary to faith and godliness, and took certain measures 
against everything which in their opinion was evil. Not of 
such judgment does the Lord speak, but of the unfair, selfish, 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 261 


egotistical judgment, which at that is expressed without any 
need, from personal, selfish impulses, and especially by people 
who themselves are more at fault than those whom they judge. 
Evidently the Lord had in view the Pharisees who, priding 
themselves on their supposed righteousness and purity in their 
external conduct, severely judged the actions of other men, with- 
out knowing their circumstances, nor their impelling causes, and 
did not try to mend themselves. 

The Lord said this not that we should act or do anything 
without judgment, but having i view the Pharisees and scribes, 
who judged each other, but did not mend their own ways. 


This is what Reuss says (p. 288): 


Ces maximes se rattachent de plus prés & ce qui a déja été dit 
plus haut, chap. v.25; vi. 12, 14, 15. Car il est impossible de 
méconnaitre que c’est le jugement de Dieu qui est ici mis en 
parallele avec celui des homme set qu‘il ne s’agit pas de la réci- 
procité entre ceux-ci. En apparence il y a la une conception 
anthropopathique du jugement de Dieu, en ce qu’il est dit que 
celui-ci jugera les hommes comme ils auront jugé leurs sembla- 
bles, comme si les passions, les antipathies, les préventions, qui 
nous dictent si souvent nos jugements, pouvaient se retrouver 
dans les motifs du juge supréme. Le point de comparaison ne 
porte pas sur les défauts comme tels, mais sur la présence ou 
Vabsence de cet amour fraternel qui doit primer le droit strict. 
I] ne faut pas oublier que Dieu, le Saint et le Juste par excel- 
lence, serait autorisé & nous mettre en jugement pour chaque 
faute ou transgression et a nous appliquer la peine méritée, 
tandis que nous, qui sommes tous pécheurs, nous avons bien 
tort d’étre rigoureux envers les autres. Nous avons tous grandi- 
ment besoin de la grace de Dieu, donc avant tout il convient que 
nous soyons animés, nous aussi, les uns envers les autres, d’un 
sentiment analogue. 


KpcOjvat is used in the fortieth verse in the sense of 
litigating, as which it is translated by all; «pivw alone 
might, by stretching the point, be translated by to judge, 
pass judgment, though in the direct sense it means to 
weed out, separate the bad from the good ; it does not mean 
to judye with the tongue, but to sentence or separate; but 
in connection with catadicagw, which seems to be put in 
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on purpose that the word xpivw might not be interpreted 
wrongly, its rendering by to judge is quite impossible. 
The word «atadicafw means, from its derivation from 
dicafw, and according to all the dictionaries, to condemn 
to punishinent after a trial. 

More than that. These words are said after speak- 
ing of the necessity of offering the other cheek, giving 
away the coat, and so forth, but in Luke, immediately 
after it has been explained that according to the law of 
Moses justice was obtained by trial and by punishments. 
But I tell you, says Jesus, Do not defend yourselves 
against evil, and then you will obtain justice. It seems 
to be self-evident that we must not sit in judgment and 
sentence to punishments. Even if it were not said after 
that, Judge not and do not sentence to punishment, it 
would be clear that it is self-understood, because Jesus 
Christ teaches all to forgive. Who is going to punish, 
if he teaches all, Resist not evil, and Wreak no ven- 
geance? Even in the first interpretation of the law, Thou 
shalt not kill, it said, Be not angry with thy brother. 
Besides, does not the whole teaching of forgiveness, all 
the parables, of the forgiven whore, of the debtor, the 
prayer itself which teaches us to forgive those who are 
indebted to us, do not all those things tell the same ? 
But here it says directly, in two or three words, such as 
can under no condition have any other meaning, Judge 
not in courts, sentence not to punishments, What hap- 
pens? All the churches, all the interpreters say that 
that means évitez la médisance, do not gossip, and that is 
all. Not to gossip and not to speak ill of people is not 
bad ; but first of all they are not to be judged in courts, 
not punished, not corrected, not to have vengeance 
wrought upon them, — and that is the main thing which 
is said. 

Again the fourth rule given by Jesus, like the three 
former ones, is rejected, so that if all the passage, all the 
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four rules, were omitted, the teaching of the church would 
not be changed in the least, and would even be clearer 


than before. 


The same will be true of the fifth rule. 


FIFTH COMMANDMENT: WAGE 


43. Hkovoare 8ru ép- 
péGn, “Avyarhoes Tov 
wrnoloy gov, Kal puorh- 
ces Tov €xOpdy cov. 


44.’ Kya dé \éyw byt, 
"Ayarare trois éxOpovs 
Uuwy, evroyetre TOUS Ka~ 
Tapwuévous vuas, Kaas 
WOULTE TOUS pucovYTAS 
Uuas, Kal mpocevxyerde 
imép Twov émnpeatovrwy 
vuas kal diwwxdyTwy buas: 

45. “Orws ‘yévnade 
viol rod marpds Uuwy TOU 
év ovpavois, bre rov Arto 
avrov avaré\de éml tro- 
ynpous Kal ayadovs, kal 
Boéxe ért dixalovs xal 
adlxous. 

do. Kal dav dyabo- 
woijre Tovs ayaboro.our- 
Tas Uuas, rola Uuly xdpis 
éorl; xal yap of auap- 
twol Td avrd roovce. 

32. Kal ef dyarare 
rods dyarwyvras vas, 
mola wvuiv xdpis éorl; 
kal yap olf apaprwrol 
rods dyanra@vras avrovs 
ayar aot. 

48. “EoeoGe oby vpets 
réXewol, worep 6 TaThp 
Yudy 6 év rots ovpavots 
rérecds ore. 


Matt. v. 43. Ye have 
heard that it hath been 
said, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy? (Lev. xix. 
17, 18). 

44. But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you; 


45. That ye may be the 
children¢ of your Father 
which is in heaven: for 
he maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on 
the pood, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on 
the unjust. 


Luke vi. 33. And if ye 
do good to them which 
do good to you, what 
thank have ye? for sin- 
ners¢ also 
same. 


Oo even the 


32. Forif ye love them 
which love you, what 
thank have ye? for sin- 
ners/ also love those that 
love them. 


Matt. v. 48 Be ye 
therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.9 


NO WAR 


43. You have heard 
that it has been said, Do 
good to thy neighbour, 
and count thy enemy as 
nothing. 


44. But I tell you, Do 
Bone to your enemies, 
o good to those who 
account you as nothing; 
do good to those who 
threaten you, and pra 
for those who attac 
you, 


45. That you may be- 
come the equal chil- 
dren of your Father in 
heaven. He makes the 
sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends 
the rain on the just and 
on the unjust. 


33. And if you do good 
to those who do good to 

ou, what desert is there 
Iinthat? For all nations 
do the same. 


32. Andif you do good 
to your brothers only, 
what additional thing 
do you do toward the 
other nations? Every 
nation does the same. 


48. Be therefore good 


to all men, as your 
Father in heaven is 
good to all. 


(a) Lev. xix. 17. Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine 
heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 


suffer sin upon him. 
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And, besides, those passages where it says, Love God 
and thy neighbour, which have all reference to the love 
of the neighbour. The following passages refer to the 
hatred of the enemy: 


Ex. rxxiv. 12, Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for 
a snare in the midst of thee : 

13. But ye shall destroy their altars, break their images, and 
cut down their groves: 

Deut. rx. 1. When thou goest out to battle against thine 
enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than 
thou, be not afraid of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

2. And it shall be when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak unto the people, 

3. And shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this 
day unto battle against your enemies: let uot your hearts faint, 
fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of 
them ; 

4. For the Lord your God is he that goeth with you, to fight 
for you against your enemies, to save you. 

5. And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What 
man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated 
it? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, 
and another man dedicate it. 

v0. anc What man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and 
hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and return unto his 
honse, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it. 

7. And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and 
hath not taken her? let hin go and return unto his house, lest 
he die in the battle, and another man take her. 

8. And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and 
they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and faint- 
hearted ? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren’s 
heart faint as well as his heart. 

9. And it shall be, when the officers have made an end of 
speaking unto the people, that they shall make captains of the 
armies to lead the people. 

10. When thou comest nigh unto a city to fight against it, 
then proclaim peace unto it. 

11. And it shall be, if it make thee answer of peace, and open 
unto thee, then it shall be, that all the people that is found 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 265 


therein, shall be tributaries unto thee, and they shall serve 
thee. 

12. And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make 
war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it: 

13. And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it into thine 
hands, thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the 
sword: 

14. But the women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all 
that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto 
thyself: and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee. 

15. Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far 
off from thee, which are not of the cities of these nations. 

16. But of the cities of these people which the Lord thy God 
doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing 
that breatheth : 

17. But thou shalt utterly destroy them, namely, the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites, as the Lord thy God hath commarded thee: 

18. That they teach you not to do after all their abominations 
which they have done unto their gods; so should ye sin against 
the Lord your God. 

19. When thou shalt besiege a city a long time in making 
war against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof 
by forcing an axe against them; for thou mayest eat of them: 
and thou shalt not cut them down (for the tree of the field is 
man’s life) to employ them in the siege. 


(b) €x@pos means enemy, foe. The word is used here 
in the sense in which it is employed in Matthew. 

In the time of Moses Hebrew oyev ey@pos signified a 
man of another nationality, a Philistine, and so forth. 
Every non-Jew was an oyev, éy@pes. In this passage the 
significance as of a man of another nationality is incon- 
testable, if for no other reason than because it 1s opposed 
to wAnaios, which in the language of the gospels means 
compatriot. The question is who is a mAnotos, and it 
turns out that a wAnoios is a man of another nation, a 
Samaritan (Parable of the Samaritan, Luke x. 29-37). 

This is what Reuss has to say about this place (pp. 212 
and 213): 
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La derniére antithese entre le point de vue légal et celui de la 
morale évangélique est en quelque sorte le résumé de celles qui 
ont précédé et en tout cas elle en est le couronnement. La loi 
(Lev. xix. 18) disait: tu aimeras ton prochain ; elle n’a dit nulle 
part explicitement: tu hairas ton ennemi. Mais le prochain, 
e’était |’ Israélite, d’aprés les Pharisiens c’était méme seulement 
Yami. La haine de létranger, et Videntification de )’étranger 
avec l’ennemi, étaient les conséquences naturelles, inévitables du 
point de vue particulariste de l’ancienne constitution religieuse. 
Jésus n’est donc pas injuste envers la loi en formulant son asser- 
tion comme il le fait. Ses contemporains du moins n’avaient 
aucun motif de le contredire &cet égard. Son accomplissement 
de la loi, en la ramenant a Vintention non méconnaissable du 
créateur, pere commun de tous les hommes, établissait done un 
universalisme des sentiments de fraternité tel que le monde ne 
Vavait point encore connu. Heureusement la formule du devoir, 
a cet égard, n’a pas besoin ici de commentaire, tout imparfaite 
qu’est toujours encore la réalisation de Vidéal. Nous nous bor- 
nerons a quelques observations de détail. Le texte de Matthieu 
(v. 44) a été complété dans les copies et dans les éditions vul- 
gaires au moyen de celui de Luc, qui est plus riche d’amplitica- 
tions sans rien ajouter & la pensée essentielle. L’effet de cet 
amour, qui ne se circonscrit pas dans les bornes tracées par les 
imperfections du prochain, mais qui aspire 4 la ressemblance de 
l’immensité des perfections de Dieu, c’est que le chrétien devient 
Yenfant de celui-ci, un fils digne de son pere. Car il va sans dire 
que la perfection de Dieu qui nous est proposée ici comme un but 
idéal @ poursuivre, ne peut s’entendre que de ce que nous ap- 
pelons ses attributs moraux. Le fait méme de l’impossibilité de 
jamais atteindre ce but, fait évident pour la raison et la con- 
science, ne doit pas étre un obstacle pour la volonté; et le texte 
affrme cela au point de se servir du futur et non de l’impératif 
pour nous faire marcher dans cette direction. Ce qui est dit du 
soleil qui luit pour tous indistinctement, et de la pluie qui fécoude 
tous les champs, ne doit pas servir de preuve matérielle et directe 
de l’amour universe] de Dieu. Car il y a aussi des fléaux dans 
la nature qui frappent également, sans distinction, les hommes de 
toutes les conditions morales. Mais c’est une image de la grace 
offerte 4 tous, de la longanimité qui les supporte tous, par con- 
séquent du sentiment qui doit nous animer & l’égard de tous & 
notre tour. Tant que l’amour, la charité, la bienfaisance et les 
autres sentiments et actes sociaux se reglent sur le principe de la 
réciprocité, ils n’ont aucune valeur; l’intérét n’est pas un élé- 
ment moral. On trouve cela chez les plus méchants, les plus vils, 
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les plus étrangers 4 la connaissance du vrai Dieu. L’amour du 
chrétien doit étre complétement dégagé de tout élément d’intérét. 

Quelle idée Jésus a-t-il dfii se faire, ou vouloir que nous nous 
fissions de la nature humaine, pour lui proposer un pareil but? 
Serait-ce bien celle 4 laquelle s’est arrétée la théologie? Et sil 
est vrai qu’ici-bas personne n’atteint ce but, a-t-il peut-€étre sup- 
posé ou insinué que nous l’atteindrons le lendemain de notre 
mort, par l’effet d’un acte de gracieuse donation ? 


It is strange that Reuss, who understands what Jesus 
is Saying concerning men of other nations, should invent 
a mysterious meaning for the words and should not see 
what is most simple and clear, that simple, intelligible 
purpose which the societies of the world now pursue with 
so little success. He seems to be afraid to attach the 
simple, intelligible, profound meaning to the words of 
Jesus. 


This is what the church says (p. 93): 


Love your enemies: An enemy is he who does wrong in one 
way or another. There are two kinds of love for men: the first 
is a favourable disposition toward a man, whose life and actions 
we approve of, whom we like; the second is a favourable dispo- 
sition and wishing well to those whose life and action we do not 
approve of, whose bad actions toward us or toward others we 
counteract. This latter feeling is the love which we ought to 
show our enemies. 

It is impossible to love the actions of a man who offends and 
harms us, and who violates divine and human laws; but we can, 
by turning away from his actions, wish him well personally, not 
pay him with evil for evil, help him in his needs and difficulties, 
offer him our services, and wish him eternal good. This love of 
our enemies testifies to a high degree of perfection in those who 
have this virtue. They have attained the highest virtue, for 
what is higher than this? 

Bless them that curse you, etc. : A more particular development 
of the general idea of the love of our enemies, an indication in 
what manner this love for those who variously manifest their 
enmity may be expressed. To bless really does not mean merely 
not to speak evil of our enemy, but to speak well of him, not to 
minimize his good qualities, but to praise them, point them out, 
then bless them and wish them well. To use despitefully means 
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unjustly to prosecute, to accuse unjustly, to offend, to insult by 
words or acts. It is evident that with the commandment to love 
our enemies would not at all agree a love of our enemies which 
would include a sympathy for their actions; on the contrary, 
true love now and then demands arraignments and rebukes, when 
the hostile action offends the glory of God, or men are enticed 
away from the path of salvation. For that reason the Lord him- 
self and his apostles frequently turned to their enemies with 
menacing and arraigning words. Do you see what steps he has 
ascended, and how he has placed us on the very top of virtue? 
Look and count them out, beginning with the first. 

(1) The first step: not to begin an offence; (2) when it has 
been given, not to repay the offender with equal evil; (38) not 
only not to do to him who has offended you what you have suf- 
fered from him, but also to remain calm; (4) to offer yourself to 
suffering ; (5) to give up more than the offender wants to take 
from you; (6) not to hate him; (7) even to love him; (8) todo 
him good; (9) to pray to God for him. Do you see what height 
of merciful love ? 


The church fails to understand this rule, just as it has 
misunderstood all the previous ones: it speaks of some- 
thing else and tries to destroy the chief meaning of the 
teaching. It says, Bless thy enemies, and the church says, 
It is permissible to curse them. The discourse of Jesus 
says only that we must not defend ourselves against our 
enemies, that under no conditions ought we to wage war ; 
but the church has for fifteen hundred years been preach- 
ing the very opposite and has been blessing the warriors. 

And yet this fifth, the last little rule is expressed, even 
in the form in which it has reached us, with so much 
clearness that it would seem there could be no doubt of 
itg meaning. 

You are told, Love thy Russian, and hate a Jew, a Ger- 
man, a Frenchman; but I say, Love the men of other 
nations, even when they attack thee, do them good. 
Germans and Russians have the same God, and he loves 
them all, and do you be his equal children, be as good to 
all as he is. 
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What can be more explicit, more simple and clear ? 
And if we consider for what purpose this discourse was 
held, who delivered it, it will become more evident still 
that it can have no other meaning. 

For what purpose is this discourse delivered ? 

Jesus teaches the true good to men, so how can he pass 
in silence that phenomenon which then, even as now, pre- 
sented itself as the greatest evil,— the enmity of nations 
and wars? Is it possible that we only are so intelligent 
and that he overlooked that evil and that inexhaustible 
source of evil, and spoke only of communing with bread 
and wine, and spoke nothing of the societies of the millions 
and of wars? And could we believe that of Jesus, who 
recognizes no mother, no brothers, no family, no ancient 
faith, and speaks to such vagrants as he himself is ? 

Is it possible that he recognizes the state and does not 
speak of the relations of the nations, because he finds that 
these relations and wars are very good, because wars, which 
cause millions to suffer and other millions to be the cause 
of suffering, have nothing to do with his teaching ? 

In the beginning of his discourse Jesus says that not 
only must we not kill, but that we must not be angry 
with a man, so how could he help mentioning that 
eternal phenomenon of the wars, when not only anger 
is expressed toward people, but people are even killed ? 

This lack of comprehension is due to the fact that the 
teaching of Christ is not taken to be a teaching of what 
the life of men ought to he, but as a certain complement 
and adornment of the existing life, which is supposed to 
be the real one. If Christ’s teaching does not agree with 
life, it has to be interpreted differently. Jesus forbids all 
hatred of foreigners, forbids defence, and commands us to 
submit to the enemy, but we have governments, rights, 
etc. The teaching does not fit in, and it becomes neces- 
sary to interpret it differently, and the teaching is trans- 
formed, And kingdoms and wars are continued. And 
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if the question is put, How can there be wars in 
Christian countries? the answer is, Jesus says nothing 
of kingdoms and wars. And so it turns out that Jesus, 
who forbids the application of a coarse word to a 
man, who forbids the having of even one offended per- 
son, without peace being made with him, permits violence 
and murders on an enormous scale. He forgot to say 
anything about it, or that does not concern the teaching 
about the good. But if you read as it 1s written, this is 
what results: 

The first httle rule of Jesus is the law about man in 
himself, in his heart: taking the commandment, Thou 
shalt not kill, the purpose of which is that men in their 
badness should not harm each other, Jesus says, Not only 
shalt thou not kill, but thou shalt have no anger against 
thy brother, and if thy brother be angry with thee, 
make thy peace with him. 

The second little rule is about man and woman, about 
the family: taking the commandment, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, the purpose of which is that men 
should not harm each other in their sexual relations, 
Jesus says, Do not regard carnal lust as a good deed. 

The third little rule is about man in his private worldly 
relations with others: taking the commandment about 
the oaths, the purpose of which is the correctness of 
relations, Jesus says that the sources of evil are the 
obligationsewhich man takes upon himself. We cannot 
promise anything: swear no oaths about anything. 

The fourth little rule is about the relations of man 
to his state and to the laws of the state: taking a 
statute out of the laws of his nation, Christ teaches 
that it 1s impossible to correct by punishment, and that 
it is necessary to give up everything which they take 
from you, to forgive everything, and never to go to law. 

The fifth and last little rule of the teaching, which 

gan with the life of a single man, embraces more 
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and more men, and here refers to all humanity, to all 
men whom we call enemies, when our nation is at war 
with them, to other nations, to all of humanity: hostile 
nations, enemies, should not exist for you. If they make 
war on you, submit, do good, and wage no war. Do as 
God does, for whom there is no distinction between the 
good and the bad. Be good to all men, no matter of 
what nation they may be, — make no distinction. 

(c) The words bless them that curse you are not found 
In many texts; they are not in the Vulgate, nor in 
Luther, nor in Tischendorf’s edition. It was evidently 
added later, and here breaks the sense, since the dis- 
course ig not about personal enemies, but about enemies 
of state, about wars. 

(d) In many texts it is written Spovos vids, which 
again confirms the meaning of the whole discourse as 
being not about personal enemies, but enemies of state. 

(e) In many texts it reads 20 vids, which means a 
Gentile, not a Jew. This variant again confirms the 
assumption that the whole discourse does not refer to 
personal enemies, but to enemies of state. 

(f) The whole context in Luke in this passage has 
evidently reference to a personal enemy and may be 
referred to the rule of non-resistance to evil. Its con- 
nection with the same place in Matthew only impairs 
the separate meaning of Matthew’s text, which defines the 
relation to é@vixo?, éyO@po/, to foreign nations. 

(g) TéXeos neans perfect, but in Russian this word has 
to be complemented, perfect in something. Here the per- 
fection obviously means goodness which is not limited to 
certain people. And so I translate it by good. 


Matt. vit. 12. There- 


12. Wdvra oty bea 12. Therefore all things 


Av Oé\nre tva rower 
duty ol AvOpwro, olrw 
Kal Upueis mroetre avrots: 
odros ydp éoriv 6 vdpos 
kal ol wrpop7jrat. 


fore all things whatsc- 
ever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye 
even 80 to them: for 
this is the law and the 
prophets.« 


which you would that 
men should do to you, do 
you tothem; for thia is 
ay law and the proph- 
e 
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(a) This verse, which in Matthew is placed in Chapter 
V. after the discourse about the judgment, I transfer here 
to the conclusion of the fifth rule. 

Having warned his hearers that he did not destroy the 
law, but only gave a few additional little rules, the ful- 
filment of which gives the kingdom of God, Jesus 
expresses these five rules, namely: Be not angry ; com- 


mit no adultery ; swear not; go not to law; war not. 
Jesus says, Here are five rules, but they all come down 


to one. 


do to you, do you to others. 


all the former law. 


This rule is, What you would that others should 
This rule takes the place of 


OF ALMS, FASTING, AND PRAYER 


1. IIpocéyere rihpv 
éANenwocvvny unory L7) 
movety utr poo ber Tuy ady- 
Opdrwy, mpdos Td Gea- 
Onvar avrois: el dé prye, 
pucBdv ovK Exere Tapa 
Tw warpl vuwy év Tots 
oupavois. 

2. “Orav ody sroigs 
EXenpocvvnv, ph oadr- 
wlons &umpocbér cou, 
wom ep ol vroKpiral trovov- 
ow év Tats cuvaywyats 
kal év rats pvyats, birws 
dokacdaoww Urd Tay dv- 
Opwrwy: duny Aéyw vucy, 
"Améxovot. Tov puobdy 
QUT wy. 

3. Zov dé rowivros 
€Xenuocvrny, uy yrwrw 
y apurrepd cov rl moet 7 
dekid cov, 

4. “Orws 9 gov ¥ 
dAenuoctvyn év T@ KpuT- 
Tp: Kal 6 warhp cov 6 
Brérwv év TO KpuTT®, 
altos dmroddjca go év 
TP Pavepy. 


Matt.vi. 1. Take heed 
that ye do not your 
alms? before+ men, to be 
seen of them: otherwise 
ye have no reward of 

our Father which is in 
eaven. 


2. Therefore when thou 
doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that 
they may have glory of 
men. Verily: I say unto 
you, They have their 
reward. 


3. But when thou doest 
alms, let not thy left 
hand know what thy 
right hand doeth :4 


4. That thine alms may 
be in secret:« and thy 
Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall re- 
ward thee openly.s 


1. Take heed that you 
do not do the truth for 
men, to be seen of them. 
If you do go, there is 
no desert in your truth 
before your Father in 
heaven. 


2.80 when thou art 
compassionate to men, 
do not sound a trumpet 
before thee, as the come- 
dians do in the gather- 
ings, in the streets, that 
men may praise them. 
You see yourselves that 
they have received their 
reward. 


3. But when thou art 
compassionate, do it so 
as not to know whether it 
is thy right hand, or thy 
left, which is doing it, 


4. So that thy pity for 
men may be in the secret 
of thy heart; thy Father 
sees in the secret of thy 
heart and will repay 
thee. 
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16. “Oray 8 vn- 
orevnre, un Yylvecde 
worep ol UroxpiTal oKv- 
Opwrrol: dpavifovcr yap 
TA mrpocwra avTwy, brws 
gavwct Tots avépwrots 
ynorevovTess aunyv NéEyw 
vuty, Ste adméxovow Tov 
pucbdov avr ary: 

17. 20 dé ynorevwy 
drayal cov Thy Ke- 
party, kal 7d mpdowmdy 
gov viva: 

18. “Orws wh paras 
Tots dvOpwrols ynoTEvWY, 
GAG T@ warpl cov Tw 
évy T@ KpuTT@: Kal 6 
waThp cov 6 BNérwy év 
TP KpUTT@ aTodwcer Tot 
év TM Pavep@. 

6. Kal érav mrpocevxy, 
ok €oy orep ol UrroKxpt- 
ral, d7t girovouv ev Tats 
cuvayuryats Kal év rats 
ywrlas Toy mraTewy 


éoTaTES mportevyerOat, 
drws av ghavacu rots 
advOpwros’ dunv éyw 


bucy, Ste awéyouge Tov 
pucbov aur av. 

6. ZU be, Srav mpo- 
gevyn, eloedOe els Td 
Tausecdy cov, Kal, KXel- 
gas THv Ovpav cov, mpb- 
cevtar TY warpl gov TH 
évy rm KpumTp: Kal 6 
warhp cov 6 Brérwv év 
T@ kpuNT@ arodwoe cor 
dv ro pavepy. 

7. IIpocevyduevor Se 
Ths) Barrodoyhonre, 
Somep ol €Ovixol: Soxoior 
yap dre év TH Todvdoyla 
alray eloaxovaOjoovrat. 

8. My odv dpowwb7TeE 
avrots: olde yap 6 Tarhp 
vuav ay xpelav Exere, 
mpd Tov vas alricas 
aurdv, 


16. Moreover when ye 
fast be not, as the 
hypocrites, of a sad 
countenance: for they 
disfigure their faces, 
that they may appear 
unto men to fast. Verily 
I say unto you, They 
have their reward. 


17. But thou, when 
thou fastest, anoint 
thine head, and wash 
thy face; 


18. That thou appear 
not unto men to fast, 
but unto thy Father 
which is in secret: and 
thy Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward 
thee openly. 


5, And when thou pray- 
est, thou shalt not be as 
the hypocrites are: for 
they loveé to pray stand- 
ing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of 
the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. 
Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward. 


6. But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy 
closet, and when thou 
hast shut thy door, pray 
to thy Father which 
is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee 
openly./ 


7. But when ye pray, 
use not vain repeti- 
tions,* as the heathen! 
do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for 
their much speaking. 


8. Be not ye therefore 
like unto them: for your 
Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him.» 
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16. When thou depriv- 
est thyself of anything, 
be not morose, like come: 
dians, for they purposely 
sadden their faces that 
men may see that they 
fast. Thou knowest thy- 
self, they receive their 
reward for it. 


17. When thou re- 
Strainest thyself from 
anything, perfume thy 
head and wash thy face; 


18. That men may not 
see that thou art fast- 
ing, but that thy Father 
may see in thy heart. 
And thy Father, peel 
in thy heart, will rewar 
thee. 


5. And when thou 
prayest, be not as the 
liars: they always pray 
in the assemblies, stop- 
ping in the corners of 
the streets, that they 
may be seen by men. 
Thou seest thyself, they 
receive their reward. 


6. But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy 
closet, shut the door, 
and pray to thy Father. 
And thy Father will see 
in thy soul and will 
repay thee. 


7. When you pray, do 
not wag your tongues, 
as the comedians do. 
They think that their 
prattling will be heard. 


8. Be not like them, 
for your Father knows 
what you need, before 
you open your mouths. 
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9. Otrws ot» mpoc- 
evyerOe vpets: Ildrep 
NuoY o év Tols ovpavois, 
ayiacGyTw Td bvoud 
cou: 

10. "EAdérw 4 Baor- 
Aela cou: yernOjrw Td 
bédAnud cov, ws év ovpa- 
yp, Kal érl ris vis: 

11. Tov A&prov nyay 
roy ériovawyv dds nuty 


onwepov: 
12. Kai ddes nuty ra 
dperthuaTra hudv, ws 


Kal nuets aplewey Tors 
dperrérais Nuoy: 

13. Kal uh eloevéynys 
nuas els weipacpov, dAAA 
picat muas dard Tov 
wovnpov. dre cot éoruv 
% Baorela kal 7 dvvayes 
Kal 7) Oda els Tovs alwvas: 
any. 

25. Kat éray orhxnre 
mpocevyx buevor, apiere ef 
Ti Exere KaTd Tivos: tva 
kal 6 maTnp bua oO év 
Tois oUpavois adn vuly 
Th TaparT wuara VLwy. 


26. El 6é vets ovx 
dplere, ovd€ 6 waThp 


Uudy Oo év Tots ovpavots 
apjce Ta TaparTwuaTa 
UL@y. 


9. After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our 
Father whic art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. 


10. Thy kingdom come. 


Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in 
heaven.e 


ll. Give us this day 
our dailyp bread. 


12. And forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our 
debtors. 


13. And lead us not 
into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil :¢ For 
thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Mark xi, 25. And when 
ye stand praying, for- 
give, if ye have aught 
against any; that your 
Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses, 


26. But if ye do not 
forgive, neither will 
our Father which is 
in heaven forgive your 
trespasses, 
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9. Pray like this: 


Father! 


10. Let thy kingdom 
be. Let thy will be in 
thee and in me. 


11. Give us our daily 
food which we need. 


12. And forgive us our 

guilt, because we for- 
ive all who are guilty 
Oward us. 


25. When you begin 
to pray, shen ana if you 
have anything against 
any, 80 that your Father 
in heaven may forgive 


you your trespasses. 


26. If you do not for- 
give, your Father in 

eaven will not forgive 
your trespasses. 


(a) éumpooev has here a meaning which is defined 


by what follows: for, only for men. 


(b) Many texts have here deaoovyny instead of 


EXEnwoovrny. 


It is self-evident that it ought to be 


duxatocvvnv, since the verse refers to the fulfilment 
of everything prescribed by Jesus. 
the copyists is that in counting up what forms virtue, 
Jesus in the second verse calls €Aenwoavvn, compassion, 
one of the first, but this compassion is not to be taken 


in the sense of an act, but of sympathy for men. 


What has misled 


Atxauo- 
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auvn means the execution of the truth, justice, but the 
latter word has received with us a meaning which is so 
far removed from truth, that truth has to be substituted 
for it; mrovety ducacoovvny must be translated by to do the 
truth ; moety éhenuoovyyny to be merciful, compassionate. 

(c) Again the word aunv is used in the sense of what 
is clear to everybody, namely, that they have received 
their reward by being praised. so what other reward do 
they want ? 

(d) That is, Do so as to abandon thyself with thy 
whole soul to the work, so that thou hast no time to find 
out whether thy right or thy left hand has done the 
work. 

(ce) xpumros means hidden; év t@ xpuTrT@ in the lan- 
guage of the gospels means more than in secret ; 1t means 
in the invisible secrecy of thy heart: In the day when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according 
to my gospel (Rom. 1. 16). 

(f) év t@ havep@ is not found in many texts and was 
apparently added, because the expression év T@ xpuTT@ 
was not understood. These words are not in Tischendorf. 

(g) vyctevm means to deprive oneself of something, to 
restrain oneself. 

(i) I translate this passage before the discourse about 
prayer, as being less important. 

(1) dtAover stands here in the sense of do always and 
in Russian has to be translated by the one word always. 

(J) €v T@ havep@ is again wanting in the majority of 
texts. 

(k) It does not say éray mpocevyn, as before, but mrpoc- 
evyouevor 6€ oy Bartoroynonte while praying do not 
wag your tongues, that is, prayer does not consist in the 
wagging of the tongue, in the speaking of words. 

(2) Many texts have vroxpita/ and not éOmxol. 

(m) In many texts we find avotEa: to ordua, before 
you open your mouth. 
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(n) In many texts the words hallowed be thy name are 
omitted and instead words are given about the coming 
of the kingdom. In spite of all the attempts at interpre- 
tation, these words remain in the existing interpretations 
the same vroAvAoyia which Jesus forbids. For the same 
reason I omit the words our ... iw heaven, which are 
not in Luke. 

(0) In earth as vt 1s in heaven, again a wordiness with- 
out any contents; these words are not in Luke. 

(p) The word ézovovos is incorrectly translated by 
daily: it means, necessary. 

(g) In Matthew it says, Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil; in Luke the last words, But 
deliver us from evil, are wanting. The latter words are 
evidently an addition to Luke’s text. Neither phrase 
contains any idea, and they even impair the connection 
with what follows and what precedes. The preceding 
verse of Matthew says, There is no need of speaking 
much and the Father knows what you want before you 
open your mouth. And mention is made of that one 
thing which may be wished for and asked of God. This 
one thing consists in recognizing him as the Father, wish- 
ing for his kingdom and will, and therefore forgiving 
everybody. And immediately after that it says, If you do 
not forgive, the Father will not forgive you. 


This is what is to take the place of the prayer with 
you. These words can have no other meaning; but as 
has happened with many, many things in the teaching 
of Jesus, even so here, the very words which he used in 
order to reject all external prayer, those very words with 
some misty additions are taken as a sample of a precative 
prayer. How much clearer could he have said that there 
is no need of praying? The temple of the sacrifice is 
destroyed ; it says, What is needed is not sacrifices, but 
your love among yourselves. It says, God is spirit, and 
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for him one must work in the spirit and with works. 
More than that: as though foreseeing the stubbornness of 
the people, who would want to retain the prayers, he says 
directly, Do not pray in words. The whole prayer is to 
consist in the desire of the kingdom of God and in the 
execution of its rules, and all the rules consist in not 
regarding any one as guilty, but loving and forgiving all. 
And what happens? These very words, by which prayers 
are denied, are received as the words of a prayer. 
Here is what the church says: 


A fter this manner therefore pray ye: The Lord proposes only a 
sample of a Christian prayer, and so it does not mean that 
a Christian must always pray with the words of this prayer, and 
must not use any other form of prayer. In it is contained the 
essence of the Christian prayer, and the further details may evi- 
dently form the subjects of a mass of other prayers, which have 
actually been composed in the church of Christ, and which are 
used in one form or another by all the Christian nations and 
creeds. 


Reuss is nearer to the truth, but he, too, does not want 
to see the simple, clear meaning of the words, because in 
the beginning he has incorrectly understood the whole 
sermon; he, too, sees a prayer in these words. 

Here is what Reuss has to say (pp. 216-221): 


1° La priére ne doit pas consister en formules vides de sens 
ou tellement nombreuses gu’elles servent plutot a donner de la 
distraction & celui qui les récite, qu’a concentrer ses pensées sur 
ce qui éléve l’Gme 4 Dieu. Celui-ci n’a pas besoin d’une longue 
priére, parce que, 4 vrai dire, il n’a pas besoin de priére du tout : 
il sait ce qu’il nous faut, ce que nous pouvons désirer, ce qu’il 
veut nous octroyer. C’est pour nous-mémes que nous prions, 
c’est-a-dire pour nous rapprocher de Dieu, pour nous laisser péné- 
trer et diriger par son esprit, pour amener notre volonté & se 
soumettre avec confiance & la sienne. [La priére a rempli son 
but dés qu’elle aboutit & nous faire répéter de bon ceeur ce que 
Jésus a dit 4 Gethsémané. Une priére courte, simple, mais riche 
et profonde d’idées suffit pleinement, bien entendu si elle part du 
cceur et n’est pas simplement un acte de la mémoire. 
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2° Jésus parait avoir un jour saisi l’occasion de donner a ses 
disciples, et peut-étre sur leur demande méme (sect. 62), la 
formule d’une pareille priere. Ce n’a pas été certes avec l’inten- 
tion de la faire réciter officiellement par eux dans n’importe 
quelle occasion, mais pour préciser en quelques mots la nature 
des choses qui pouvaient devenir le sujet de la pritre. L’Eglise 
n’a pas eu tort de faire de cette formule sa nourriture journa- 
liére: Vexpérience des siécles en a constaté l’inépuisable richesse. 
Mais en comparant le texte conservé dans la rédaction de Luc, 
on voit que les premiers chrétiens n’en avaient point encore fait 
une formule officielle et invariable, comme cela a di étre le cas 
a l’époque ou les copistes ont cru’ devoir rendre le texte moins 
complet conforme a celui qui, a cause de son étendue méme, avait 
passé en usage. 

Il suffira de peu de mots pour diriger l’étude de ces quelques 
lignes qui sont un sujet de méditation incessante pour tous les 
chrétiens. On serait d’autant plus sir de se fourvoyer dans 
Vinterprétation de l’Oraison dominicale qu’on y rechercherait 
des choses étrangéres aux besoins et aux aspirations d’une piété 
simple et naive, et accessibles seulement a J’esprit scolastique. 
Ainsi rien n’est moins bien placé ici que la controverse sur le 
nombre des priéres particuliéres comprises dans cette oraison, ou 
les prétendues découvertes relatives a leur disposition symétrique 
et au rapport du prologue @ l’épilogue ou de ]’ensemble avec le 
dogme de la trinité, qu’on y a cherché d’autant plus avidement 
que le texte s’y prétait moins. Supposer ici des arriére-pensées 
dogmatiques, ou des préoccupations de forme, c’est méconnaitre 
étrangement et Vesprit du Seigneur et le but qu’il avait en vue 
en formulant cette priére. 

Dans lallocution qui est mise en téte, on remarque immédia- 
tement le nom de Pere, si rarement employé dans 1]’Ancien 
Testament, si caractéristique pour la religion de l’Evangile. Le 
sens de ce terme n’est pas épuisé tant qu’on songe seulement a 
la bonté du Créateur; il rappelle de préférence que Jésus veut 
faire des hommes les enfants de Dieu, et c’est cet élément @ la fois 
pratique et mystique, le souvenir du devoir et le sentiment de 
Yunion spirituelle, qui doit dés l’abord mettre celui qui prie dans 
la vraie disposition d’esprit. I] dira: Notre pére, bien qu/1il 
puisse aussi dire: Mon pére, parce qu’il aimera & se rappeler la 
solidarité fraternelle qui l’unit & sessemblables. Et i] continuera, 
méme au dix-neuviéme siécle, 4 parler des Cieux, comme de la 
résidence du Trés-Haut, sans se préoccuper de questions de 
cosmologie, parce que cette expression est le symbole de la gran- 
deur, de la puissance et de la providence de Dieu, par consé- 
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quent pour lui-méme a la fois une constatation de sa dépendance, 
et le gage d’une foi confiante et assurée. 

La premiére priere se présente d’abord comme une simple 
formule d’adoration, comme un acte d’humilité de la créa- 
ture en face du Créateur. La sanctification peut étre com- 
prise comme une manifestation du respect. Mais dans ce cas 
ménie, 1] conviendra de substituer au nom la personne, en nous 
rappelant Vusage constant du langage biblique. Cependant on 
aurait tort de s’arréter la. Une vraie sanctification de Dieu, 
dans le sens indiqué, n’étant possible que de la part de celui qui 
se sera sanctifié d’abord lui-méme, c’est-a-dire qui se sera rendu 
digne d’approcher le Trés-Saint, la premiére pri¢re (qui ne peut 
méme étre une priére qu’a cette condition) implique done en 
méme temps un engagement moral, et une demande en assistance 
a l’effet de pouvoir s’en acquitter. 

La seconde priere demande la venue, c’est-a-dire la réalisation 
du royaume de Dieu. C’est du moins 1a expression frangaise 
dont nous nous sommes servi partout jusquici pour rendre le 
terme grec que nous avons devant nous. Ici, cependant, nous 
avons cru devoir nous conformer 4 l’usage, en y substituant le 
mot de regne. Quoique cela ne doive rien changer au sens, il 
faut pourtant convenir que ce dernier mot écarte plus facilement 
toute conception judaique, ou du moins se préte plus directe- 
ment 4 celle que lesprit de ’Evangile veut faire prévaloir. En 
effet, i1 ne s’agit pas de demander |’accomplissement d’un fait 
concret, visible, spécial, d’une révolution enfin qui changerait la 
face du monde, subitement et avec éclat, comme I|’espéraient les 
Juifs; mais d’exprimer le désir de voir s’établir un ordre de 
choses ot la sainte volonté de Dieu prévaudra seul dans toutes 
les relations et sera unique régle du gouvernement des affaires 
d’ici-bas, une phase du développement progressif de ’humanité 
oi l’idéal de la théocratie, tel que les prophétes l’avaient entrevu, 
sera devenu une réalité. Comme il est évident que ce n’est pas 
Dieu qui mettra obstacle a cette transformation, cette priére 
aussi, comme la précédente, implique la promesse, de la part de 
Vhomme, de préter son concours actif a une ceuvre si désirable. 
Cela nous fait voir aussi que Luc a pu omettre Ja troisiéme priére, 
qui n’est que |’explication ou, si l’on veut, la traduction subjec- 
tive de la seconde, sans qu’il manquét rien d’essentiel a Ja 
formule entiére. D’un autre cété, pour faire voir que la rédac- 
tion plus compléte ne renferme pas de redites, on peut faire 
remarquer que la seconde priére, en mentionnant le régne, reléve 
plus particuliérement l’idée de la solidarité entre les hommes, 
de la communauté du but et du travail qui les doit unir ; tandis 


280 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


que la troisitme insiste plus explicitement sur l’activité méme 
de Phomme qui n’avait été que sous-entendue dan les deux précé- 
dentes. Car la volonte, dont il est question ici, est bien celle qui 
s’adresse a l’étre libre, et non celle qui régit la nature. Mais 
toutes les trois pricres concernent des faits qui réclament la 
coopération des hommes; c’est une preuve de plus que la priére 
est essentiellement faite pour l"homme et non pour Dieu. 

Quant a la quatriéme pri¢re, nous ne nous arréterons pas a 
réfuter ceux qui |’interprétent allégoriquement, de manitre a voir 
dans le pain quotidien autre chose que la nourriture et en général 
la satisfaction des besoins de la nature physique et de la condi- 
tion terrestre: nous n’avons rien a objecter si l’on veut appeler 
la méditation de la parole de Dieu le pain quotidien du chrétien ; 
nous affirmons seulement que Jésus n’a pas voulu parler de cela 
ici. L’allégorie, le sens caché, sont choses étrangeres a l’Oraison 
dominicale; et loin de dire que le Seigneur aurait dérogé a la 
dignité de ensemble en descendant jusque dans la région maté- 
riclle, nous trouvons plutot admirable qu’il ait su rattacher la 
matiére méme, c’est-a-dire les nécessités physiques de notre exis- 
tence, & un ordre d@idées plus élevé et nous montrer ainsi le 
devoir et les moyens de les sanctifier. I] y a une immense con- 
solation pour le mortel a se pénétrer de la conviction que Dieu 
ne l’abandoune pas a lui seul, méme dans les affaires les plus 
ordinaires, et la recherche de l’assistance céleste vivifie et enno- 
blit son travail. Quant a la formule usuelle dont nous venons de 
nous servir également en passant, 11 est positif qu’elle est inac- 
ceptable, bien qu’elle ne contienne rien qui soit déplacé dans un 
pareil texte. Philologiquement parlant, le terme grec, employé 
par les deux évangélistes, mais qui ne se rencontre chez aucun 
autre auteur, ne peut étre ramené qu’a deux combinaisons étymo- 
logiques. Ou bien le mot doit étre dérivé d’un verbe qui si- 
gnifie aller, et ce sera le jour survenant, le lendemain. C’est le 
seus que Jéréme dit avoir trouvé exprimé dans I’évangile hébreu, 
le pain du lendemain. Ou bien il vient d’un nom qui signifie la 
substance: alors l’adjectif du texte parle de ce qui est dans la 
proportion de la substance, c’est-a-dire suffisant, en opposition 
avec ce qui est au-dela de la substance ou superflu. Nous pré- 
férons cette derniére interprétation. Elle fait valoir un élément 
de réserve et de modération a l’égard des biens de cette terre, 
qui certes ne déparera pas l’ensemble. 

En employant dans la cinquiéme priére le terme d’offense et 
offensé, nous nous sommes encore conformé 4 l’usage. Mais il 
importe de constater que ce terme affaiblit beaucoup le sens de 
Voriginal. A la lettre il faudrait dire: Remets-nous nos dettes 
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comme nous les avons remises 4 nos débiteurs. Cette formule 
recoit son explication la plus simple et la plus juste par la para- 
bole des deux serviteurs, sect. 56. Tout manquement au devoir, 
soit envers Dieu, soit envers le prochain, est comparé a une dette 
contractée, dont le créancier peut, s’il le veut bien, uous faire 
grice sans paiement. Cette comparaison est usitée également 
dans le langage rabbinique et la Jangue allemande l’a conservée 
purement et simplement. Pour le fond, on peut observer que 
Vhumble aveu de la dette (de la culpabilité, du péché) doit rendre 
le pécheur plus disposé a faire aux autres ce qu’il réclame pour 
lui-inéme, ou plutot (d’aprés chap. v. 23 suiv.) il ne doit se pré- 
senter devant Dieu pour lui demander la remise de la grande 
dette, qu’autant qu'il a déja prealablement remis la petite a son 
frére. C’est la ce qu’exprime le texte tel quil a été rétabli par 
la critique, ainsi que celui de Luc, bien qu’il ne soit pas exacte- 
ment le méme. Le texte vulgaire parait étre dfi & une certaine 
faiblesse du sentiment moral, car il exprime plut6ét une promesse 
qu’un fait accompli, et a de plus le grand inconvénient d’intro- 
duire Vidée d’une mesure proportionnelle, qui serait a la fois & 
notre désavantage, et contraire a la réalité. 

Dans la sixiéme priére aussi usage a introdnit des corrections 
arbitraires. On dit fréquemment en chaire: Ne nous laisse pas 
succomber a la tentation, parce qu’on se trouve choqué de Pidée 
@attribuer la tentation & Dieu méme (Jacq. i. 13). Mais cette 
dithculté n’est qu’apparente. Un seul et méme mot grec servant 
a désigner les épreuves auxquelles Dieu soumet les hommes, dans 
un but pédagogique et salutaire, et les sollicitations venant de la 
part des mauvais instincts, a la suite desquelles notre faiblesse 
nous fait commettre des péchés, l’assertion de Jacques, confirmée 
par une saine intelligence de la nature de Dieu, et la pritre de 
Jésus, qui se fonde sur la connaissance de la nature humaine, 
sont également dans le vrai. Le chrétien, se méfiant de Jui- 
méme, peut demander comme une grace que Dieu veuille lui 
épargner les épreuves, absolument comme Jésus l’a demandé 
lui-méme & Gethsémané, mais, comme pour lui aussi, cette priére 
elle-méme doit étre un moyen d’affermissement de la volonté, 
une source de force et de courage, et partant un gage de la vic- 
toire, ce que Paul exprime trés-bien, 1 Cor. x. 13. La derniére 
phrase, qu’on a tort de compter comme une septiéme priére, et 
que Luc a pu omettre sans tronquer le texte, n’est & vrai dire que 
le complément de ce qui précéde. En effet, si lon traduit, 
comme nous avons fait, le Malin, au mn aeeulii; elle nous remet 
sous les yeux le fait que l’épreuve envoyée par Dieu peut devenir 
une véritable tentation, une occasion de chute, & cause de notre 
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faiblesse sur laquelle agit le démon du mal. Si l’on préfére 
mettre le mal, au neutre, le sens revient au méme, seulement la 
puissance du mal n’est plus personnifiée. En aucun cas 11 ne 
saurait &tre question de mettre: préserve-nous du malheur. 

Nous avons supprimé la doxologie que |’Eglise grecque, dans 
sa liturgie, a ajoutée & l’Oraison dominicale, et qui, par cette 
raison méme, a fini par pénétrer dans les manuscrits de l’Evan- 
gile. L’Eglise latine ne la connait pas, elle manque donc aussi 
dans la Vulgate et dans toutes les bibles catholiques. Elle 
parait dater du quatriéme siécle. Il importe peu de préciser 
le sens de pareilles formules. LFlles servent a la glorification de 
Dieu et emploient généralement des locutions bibliques; ici on 
pourrait a la rigueur y voir une espéce de confirmation de ]’Orai- 
son: Dieu veut et peut accorder ce qu’on lui demande, et nous 
len remercions d’avance. Observons en passant que c’est a la 
présence ou a l’absence de cette formule qu’on peut reconnaitre 
le plus facilement si une traduction du Nouveau Testament est 
d’origine catholique ou protestante. 

3° Les v. 14 et 15 ne font pas partie intégrante de l’Oraison 
dominicale, comme il est aisé de le voir. Peut-étre est-ce un 
fragment d’une explication que Jésus en aurait donnée, car ils 
se rapportent directement & la cinquiéme priére. II sera plus 
sir de dire que c’est une pensée trés-fréquemment reproduite 
dans l’enseignement de Jésus, voy. Marc xi. 25 ss. (sect. 92). 
Matth. xviii. 35 (sect. 56), etc. L’empressement de se réconcil- 
ier avec le prochain est la condition du pardon de la part de 
Dieu. Sans elle, la confiance dans sa grace céleste serait illu- 
solre. 


OF LAYING UP TREASURE 


19. My Onoaupltere 
Uutv Onoavpods érl rijs 
is, Srov ons xal Bowers 
adaviter, xat Srrou x\ér- 
rat Swoptacover al kNér- 
Touvct: 

20. Oncoavupltere 5é 
tutvy Onoaupols éy ov- 
pavyp, &rov otre ohs otre 
Bpadors ddavlter, xal Sov 
Khérrat ob dioptocovery 
ovdée Kdérrovaewy. 

21. “Omrov ydp éorw 
6 Onoavpds vpadv, éxet 
Ecra: Kal 7 Kapila buwp. 


Matt. vi. 19. Lay not 
up for yourselves treas- 
urese upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal: 


20. But lay up for 
ourselves treasures in 
eaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves 
do not break through 
nor steal: 


21. For where your 
treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 


19. And do not increase 
betas livings upon earth; 

ere moths and rust cor- 
rupt all, and thieves dig 
under and steal. 


20. But lay up for 
ourselves livings in 
eaven; there moths 
and rust do not corrupt 
things, and thieves do 
not dig under and steal, 


21. For where your 
living is, there will also 
your heart be. 
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22. ‘O Adxvos Tod 
cowards dori 6 6p0ad- 
pos: dy ody 6 dpOarpés 
gov amos 7, Srov rd 
ciudad gov pwrecvov 
tora: 

23. "Edy dé 6 dpOan- 
pos cou tovnpds 7, Sdov 
To Oud cov oKoTevdy 
tora. ef ov TO Pas TO 
éy gol oxéros éorl, Td 
oxéros mécov; 

24, Ovdels Svvarac 
duel xuplos dovAevery’ 7 
yap Tov &va piojoe, Kal 
rov Erepov ayarhce F 
évds dvOdterar, Kal rov 
érépov Katagpovice. ov 
Svvace Gew Sovdrevery 
kal paupwrd. 

15. ‘Opare cal puddo- 
cecGe awd ris mwheove- 
las: Sri ovx év T@ Tepic- 
cevey Tivl  fwh avrov 
éoruv x ray vrapxébyTwy 
aurov. 

26. Tl yap wpedetrac 
dvOpwiros, éav Tov kbc uov 
Brov xepdhon, Thy 5 Wu- 
Xv abrov (nuwi7; h rl 
Swoee AvOpwros dyvrdd- 
Aayua THs PuxHs avrod ; 

25. Ata rotro N\éyw 
iptv, Mh peprmvare TH 
Pux7 var, wl paynre 
cal rl minre unde To 
cwpare tuay, Tl évdton- 
abe. odxl F Wuxh wretby 
dori ris Tpopys, Kal rd 
odpa ro évdvuaros ; 

26. ’EuSrépare els rd 
wereva TOU ovpavod, 
Sr. ov omelpovaoty, ovde 
Geplfovcww, ove curd- 
youow els drohxas, 
kal 6 warhp vydv 6 
ovpduos tpéper avrd- 
oby ters pwaddrov dta- 
pepere avr wv; 


22, The light? of the 
body is the eye :« if there- 
fore thine eye be single, 
atl whole body shall be 
full of light. 


23. But if thine eye be 
evil, thy whole ody 
shall be tull of darkness. 
If therefore the light 
that is in thee be dark- 
ness, how great is that 
darkness! 


24. No man can serve 
two masters: for either 
he will hate@ the one, 
and love the other; or 
else he will hold toe the 
one, and despises’ the 
other. Ye cannot serveg 
God and mammon. 


Luke xvti. 15.4 Take 
heed, and beware of 
covetousness:* for a 
man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of 
the things which he 
possesseth. 


Matt. xvi. 2.4 For 
what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a 
man give in exchange 
for his soul? 


Matt, vi. 25. Therefore 
I say unto you, Take no 
thought for ee life, 
what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life* more 
than meat, and the body 
than raiment? 


26. Behold the fowls of 
the air: for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than 
they? 
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22. The eyes are the 
light of the body. If 
thy eyes are not dim, 
the whole body will be 
full of light. 


23. But if thy eyes are 
dim, thy whole body will 
be full of darkness. If 
therefore thy light is 
darkness, how great is 
that darkness! 


24. No man can work 
for two masters, for he 
will esteem one little, 
and will respect the 
other; he will do one’s 
will, and will forget the 
other. You cannot work 
for God and for mam- 
mon. 


15. Take heed, and be- 
ware of every selfish- 
ness, for a man’s life 
does not consist in hav- 
ing more than he needs. 


2. What profit is it to 
a man, if he gains the 
whole world, and loses 
his soul? You cannot 
redeem the soul with 
riches. 


25. Therefore I tell 
you, Do not trouble 
yourselves about what 
you are going to eat and 
drink; nor trouble yvour- 
selves about your body, 
what you will put on. Is 
not the life more than 
food, and the body more 
than raiment? 


26. Look at the birds 
of the air: they do not 
sow, nor reap, nor gath- 
er into barns; but the 
Father feeds them. Is 
not man more precious 
than the birds? 
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27. Ths d¢ é€& vuar 
Meptuivay duvarat mpoo- 
Getvat éxl thy nAiKiavy 
aurov wihxur Eva; 

28. Kal wepi évdvuaros 
Tie pepiuvare; KaTapud- 
Gere ra Kplva Tov aypov 
was avédve: ov Kxomig, 
ovde v7Get: 

20. Aéyw 6€ vutv, Src 
ovdé Zordouwy é€v way 
TH 66 avrov mepiesa- 
AeTo ws by rovrwr. 

30. Ei dé rov xéproy 
Tov dypou, onuepor dvra, 
Kai atipiov eis xdlBavoy 
Barrépevory, 6 Beds ot ws 
dudidvyvatv, ov mwoddA@ 
BadrAoy vuas, dbdrvydm- 
OTOL; 

ol. My ofv pepiuvy- 
onre, Néyovres, Ti pa- 
ywuev, W rl wiwyer, F 
Tl wepiBarwyeda ; 


32. I[dvra yap ratra 
Ta €Ovn éemifnret: olde 
yap 6 rarnp buwy Oo ov- 
padvuos Sri ypyngere Tov- 
TWY GTAVYTWY: 

34. My obv pepivh- 
aonre els Thy atipiov 7 
yap abiptov pepiuyyce Ta 
éauTis. dpxerdy TH Nuepe 
 Kakia auras. 

do. Lnretre 6€ mpo- 
tov tiv Bacirelav Tov 
Gcod Kal rhy dixato- 
aivnv avrov, kal ratra 
wavra mwpoorebnoerat 
Upcv. 

7. Alretre, cal 6067- 
geTat buty’ (nretre, Kal 
evpnoere: Kpovere, Kal 
avorynoerac vty. 

8. Ids yap 6 alrav 
AanBave, Kal 6 (nror 
evploxe:, kal T@ KpovovTe 
Gvorynoer as. 


THE 


27. Which of you by 
taking thought can add 
one cubit unto his 
stature?! 


28. And why take ye 
thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies» of 
the field, how they grow ; 
they toil not, neither du 
they spin: 


29. And yet I say unto 
ou, That even Solomon 
in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 


30. Wherefore, if God 
so clothe the yvrass of 
the tield, which to-day 
18, and to-morrow is cast 
into the oven, shall he 
not much more clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? 


31. Therefore take no 
thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we 
be clothed? 

32. (For after all these 
things do the Gentiles" 
seek :°) for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these 
things. 


34.7 Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow: 
for the morrow shall 
take thought for the 
things of itself. ,;Suffl- 
cient unto the day is the 
evil thereof. 

33. But seek¢@ ye first 
the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; 


and all these’ things 
shall be added unto 
you, 


Matt. vit. 7. Ask, and 
it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: 


8. For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth ; 
and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened. 


FOUR GOSPELS 


27. Try as you may, you 
cannot add the least bit 
to your life. 


28. And why do you 
trouble yourselves about 
raiment? Look at the 
tlowers of the field, how 
they bloom; they do not 
work, nor spin. 


29, And Solomon in all 
his glory was not better 
dressed than one of the 
tiowers of the field. 


30. If God can clothe 
so the grass of the field, 
which lives to-day, and 
to-morrow is burned up, 
why should he not clothe 
you? You do not believe 
well! 


31. Therefore do not 
trouble yourselves; do 
not consider what you 
are going to eat and 
what to drink, and how 
you will be clothed. 

32. All these thing's all 
the nations need, and 
vour Kather in heaven 
knows that you need all 
that. 


34. So do not trouble 
yourselves about what 
will be to-morrow. To- 
morrow will have its 
own care. Sufficient are 
the cares for one day. 


33. First of all seek to 
be in the will of God and 
to entrust yourselves to 
the will of God; ask for 
the chief thing, and the 
insignificant will come 
itself. 


7. Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and you 
shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened to you. 


8. For every one who 
wishes receives; and he 
who seeks finds; and to 
him who knocks it shall 
be opened. 
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9. °H rls doriuv é bay 
dvépwros, dv éav alrjaoy 
o vulds atrod Aprov, un 
AlOovy ériducer avT@ ; 

10. Kal dav éx@vv ai- 
THON, Bn Shiv émidwoes 
aAUTy ; 

11. Ki ody vpets, aro- 
vnpol dvres, ofdare 56- 
para ayada diddvac Tots 
réxvois Udy, whow Lad- 
ov O waryp vudy o év 
Tols ovpavors woe ayada 
Tots airotaw avrépr; 


9. Or what man is 
there of you, whom if 
his son ask bread, will 
give him a stone? 


10. Or if he ask a fish, 
will he give him a ser- 
pent? 


11. If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give 
good gwiftst unto your 
children, how much 
more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give 
good thingsy to them 
that ask him?v 
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9. Is there a man 
among you who, if his 
son asks bread, will give 
him a stone? 


Or, if his son asks 
te for a fish, will give 
him a snake? 


11. If you, evil people, 
know what is good and 
give it to your children, 
10w then will your 
Father in heaven tc: 
fin the good spirit to 
a who asks him for 


(a) Onoavpes ought to be translated by treasure, but 


the word has a different meaning. 


A treasure has too 


special a meaning as of something particularly precious. 
Property has not that meaning of preciousness which 


@noavpos has. 
the idea. 


The popular word a living fully expresses 


(Db) Avyvos is generally translated by luminary, but 
ought to be here light. 
(c) I say eyes, in the plural, as the organ of vision is 


meant. 


(a) pucety has everywhere to be translated by to neglect, 


desprse ; 


(e) L render it by please, forget. 

(f) xatadpoveiv not to pay any attention, forget. 

(g) Since dovAevey means to be a labourer, I translate it 
by to work for, im order to retain the same meaning. 

(h) I put here Luke xii. 15, which expresses the same 
idea from another side. 

(t) Many texts, so also the Sinaitic, have mdons 


mreoveias. 


I choose the periphrase to esteem little, as more 
Russian and exact. 


(j) Matt. xvi. 26 again expresses the same idea from 


another side. 


(k) sruyy, as in the majority of the places of the 
synoptics, has to be translated by life. 
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(1) 7Auxia never means statwre, and the translation as 
stature, which is found in the Vulgate and in Luther, is 
one of the bad blunders which are met with so frequently. 
‘“Hrrxda means time of life, that is, length of lrfe. 

(m) xpiva I render simply by flowers. 

(n) érignréw means to be in need of, and is irregularly 
translated as to search. If émiSnrém means to search, 
then Gnrety (Matt. vi. 33) must mean something different. 

(0) Ta €6vn is irregularly translated by Gentiles, paiens. 
Where reference is had to the pagans, é@vtxo/ is used. 
"E@yn means here all the nations. In confirmation of 
such a translation many texts have in this place ta éOvn 
tov Koonov. This whole passage is everywhere incor- 
rectly translated, even in Reuss, namely, that only the 
Gentiles have a thought for their body and their rai- 
ment, but you are mine, and need not worry about them. 
That is incorrect on account of the meaning of émifnréw 
and of @@yn, and on account of the variant Tod xoopou, 
but more especially because it makes Jesus say that the 
Gentiles are apostates, which he never says, and because 
he would be contradicting himself. He says, You have 
a thought, and then he says, Only the Gentiles have a 
thought. 

(p) I transpose Verses 33 and 34, because Verse 33 
concludes the idea. 

(q) Snréw means to seek, try to obtain. 

(r) Many texts read: aiteite ta peydda Kal TA vpiv 
mpoateOncerat, Kal aiteite Ta érroupama Kal Ta émyeia 
mpooTeOnoeTar UuLV. 

(s) atréw without a modification does not mean to ask, 
but to wish, tend toward something. 

(t) dduara gifts, that which is given. Oidate dcpara 
ayaa you know how to give good, useful gifts, that is, you 
know what is good. 

(w) In this passage from Luke, there are different 
variants; we find here: dyafov dena, dduata ayaa, 
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Tvedpa ayabov, yapw mvevpatikny (spiritum, bonum, 
donum, spiritus sancti), All these variants and the 
accepted text of Luke, in which it says, He will give 
the Holy Ghost, are important, for it is evident that the 
majority understood these words not in relation to earthly 
possessions, but in relation to the spint, which is needed 
for the participation in the kingdom of God. 

(v) This whole passage follows immediately after the 
verse about the judgment and is there not connected 
with what precedes, but is hore directly connected both 
by the unity of idea and even by the very form of 
the expression Qnretre. 


Be not angry at anything, no matter how much 
men may offend thee; seek no carnal solaces; if thou 
hast a wife, live with her alone; make no promises of 
any kind; in no way defend thy labour, nor thy leisure ; 
without going to law, give everything to those who want 
to take it away from thee; do not consider thyself a 
member of any nation, recognize no distinction of nation- 
alities, and make no war on account of such distinc- 
tions, neither by attacking, nor by defending thyself. 
Be vagrants, — this and nothing else 1s said in Christ’s 
little rules, In them and in doing to others what thou 
wantest that others should do to thee is the whole law 
and the prophets. 

Such as men now are, such as the organization of 
life now is, so it was even then. And what men have 
said, say, and will say about this teaching, men thought 
and spoke of then. Now they say and then they said, 
But if we are not to resist evil and will give everything 
away which is taken from us, then the whole meaning of 
our life is destroyed. There 1s no state, no property, no 
family. I have prepared, collected, treasured up for 
myself, my family, my nation, and any bad man will 
come, will extort from me, and I must give him. The 
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Germans, the French, the Turks will come and take 
away what | have stored up, and I must submit. And 
Jesus Christ gives a direct answer to this. He speaks 
neither of the family, nor of society, nor of the state ; 
he speaks only of what forms the subject of his teach- 
ing, of what is the light of men, of the divine essence 
of man, of his soul. But he gives a direct answer to 
the natural question of what will become of the fruit 
of my labours, of the treasure, of the capital, which I 
have collected. He answers, Man may in life acquire 
two kinds of riches: one kind is the spirit in God, and 
the other is what you call riches. Your wealth perishes, 
you know that; if not to-day, it will perish to-morrow, 
in a hundred years, and nothing will be left of it. 

The wealth in God, the life of the spirit, is the only 
one which will not perish and is not subject to earthly 
changes. Treasure up what will not perish. If that 
which thou wishest for, that which thou strivest after, — 
the wealth which thou treasurest up, is evil, what will 
thy life be, which is all directed toward evil? If thy 
eyes see well, they will take the body where it will be 
well off; but if thy eyes are blind, they will take the 
whole body to where evil is. Thy desires and strivings 
are thy eyes which lead thee. What will become of thee, 
if thy eyes are directed toward evil ? 

And so it is impossible to work at the same time for 
mamimon, that is, for the perishing riches, and for God, 
for the imperishable spint. 

The love of wealth is a deception. One needs only to 
think of it in order to understand it. What is it for? 
We are in the habit of saying, How can I help troubling 
myself about what I am going to eat? But who is it 
that wants to eat? The soul, life. Where does it come 
from? It did not grow out of the bread; first it is born, 
and then only do we sustain it with bread. Where does 
it come from? From God. Consequently God has made 
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both life and bread. What is more precious for God, life 
or bread? Certainly life. Then it is about the hfe, 
which is from God, that we must trouble ourselves. 
And if God has made life, he has made also what will 
sustain it. For does not God feed the birds, and they do 
not sow, nor reap; so be will feed you, too. The same is 
true of raiment and of everything which each man needs. 
So do not trouble yourselves about your food, or about 
anything else. Your Father, God, knows what you 
need; do not trouble yourselves in advance; sufficient 
evil there is in the care of one day, from which you 
will not escape. Why add more evil by caring for 
the morrow? Hold only to the present moment, trying 
only at this moment to fulfil the will of God, and you 
will enter into the life. Seek only in order that you 
may be in the kingdom of God, to fulfil the will of the 
Father, and everything else will come of itself. Wish 
for, search after this alone, and God will give you this 
life, not the bodily, but the spiritual life. He knows 
what is good for you, and that he gives you. That seems 
hard for you, because you do not see the path. You 
think that the path is everywhere. There is only one 
path, the one which I am showing you,—the path of 
these rules, and upon it will you enter the kingdom of 
God. Be not afraid, you will enter, for God himself 
wants it. 

Here is the way the church and Reuss judge this part. 

The church says: 


The passion for the acquisition of earthly goods is not com- 
patible with the service of God; however, riches, as a divine 
blessing, in its proper relation to man, do not hinder one in his 
service of God. Examples: Abraham, Job, aud other righteous 
men. 

«Do not mention to me wealth, but those who were slaves to 
wealth. Job wasrich, but did not serve mammon; he had riches 
and possessed them, was the master of them, and not their slave. 
He made use of his wealth as a distributer of somebody else’s 
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possessions and did not indulge in what he had with him.” 
(Chrys.) 

Within certain limits it is necessary to have a thought for 
worldly cares; the Saviour himself and the apostles command us 
to work for their gratification, while heedlessness is always 
blamed. ‘The Lord does not teach us to be heedless: he only 
forbids too great anxiety. 


Reuss says (pp. 224 and 225): 


Tci il importe beaucoup qu’on ne se méprenne pas sur la portée 
des paroles de Jésus. I] n’a pas pu vouloir recommander la néghi- 
gence et l’oisiveté, ni inspirer a qui que ce soit Pindifférence pour 
le travail, ou enlever @ celui-ci Phonneur qui lui revient (comp. 
1 Cor. iv. 12, Eph. iv. 28, 1 Thess. iv. 11,2 Thess. iii. 8 sutv., 
etc.). Mais on connait la méthode du Seigneur d’exprimer ses 
principes d’une maniere absolue, de donner & ses maximes les 
formes du paradoxe, pour faire ressortir ce que les hommes 
ordinairement ne prennent pas le plus en considération, tandis 
qu'il affecte de laisser de coté ce qui s’entend de soi-mnéme et n’a 
pas besoin d’étre préché avec une égale insistance. I] est de fait 
que les nécessités “de la vie matérielle s’imposent au peére de 
famille, et en général & Vimmense majorité des hommes, avec 
une force telle qwil ne risque guére de les perdre de vue. Il 
risque bien plus de se laisser complétement absorber par elles, 
nou-seulement dans ce sens qu’il détournerait son attention de 
toute autre chose et notamment de ses intéréts spirituels, mais 
encore de maniére a oublier qu’il n’est pas seul a veiller a ses 
besoins de tous les jours, mais que Dieu y veille tout autant que 
lui, ou plutot d’une fagon beaucoup plus efficace et plus prévo- 
yante. Le discours est done adressé & la fois & ceux qui se rép- 
occuperaient exclusivement de leurs devoirs matériels, et 4 ceux 
qui le feraient avec un certain manque de confiance dans le gou- 
vernement providentiel du monde, aux gens de petite foi. Le 
souci est done ici autre chose que le soin légitime qu’on aurait 
pour les siens ou pour soi-méme: c’est ce qui entrave la lhberté 
de l’esprit et trouble sa sérénité, ce qui nait de l’absence ou de la 
faiblesse de la foi en Dieu. 


Every one of the five rules has been rejected or misin- 
terpreted singly, and so it is only natural to reject the 
deduction. What is remarkable is that the deduction is 
rejected and considered paradoxical, not on the basis of 
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the falseness of the deduction itself, but because it does 
not fit in with the existing order of things, just as it did 
not fit in at the time when it was preached. More than 
that: the deduction is taken to be false, not because noth- 
ing fits into its definition (many mendicant Christians 
fully fit in with the definition), but because we with our 
circle of men, whom we call the church, do not fit with 


it. 


But there it says that not many, only a little flock, 


enter by the narrow way. No, we will not recognize the 
deduction and be a little flock. 


13. Eloé\@ere 51a 777s 
orevns mudns. ore ma- 
Tela 4 WAN, Kal evpv- 
Xwpos h 50s 7 amrayouca 
els Thy darwreav, xal 
wodrol elow oi eloepx6- 
Mevor bt abris: 

14."Ore orev} 4 0X0, 
Kal reOA\tupérvyn 7) Odds 7 
amrdyovoa els Thy (why, 
cal 6Xlyo. eiciv ol evpl- 
oKovres auryy. 

32. My Pofot, 7rd p-~ 
Kpoy woluvov: dre evddKn- 
oev 6 warnp Uuwy dodvac 
vuivy THY Bacidelav. 


PARABLE OF THE 


22. Tod dol épottal por 
éy éxelyn rT Tudépa, Kv- 
pte, Kupie, ob rp o@ dvb- 
Mare w®Wpoepyrevoaper, 
kal rm om dvduare dat- 
povia éeBddouerv, Kal T@ 
ow évéuare Suvduecs od- 
Ads éromfoaper ; 

23. Kal rére dpodo- 
yhow avbrois, “Ore ovdé- 
wore &yvwy buas’ droxw- 
petre dw’ éuod ol épyagi- 
pevar THY dvoulay. 


THE NARROW WAY 


Matt. vii. 13. Enter ye 
in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which 
go in thereat: 


14. Because strait is 
the gate, and narrow is 
the iste & which leadeth 
unto life, and few there 
be that find it. 


Luke xii. 32. Fear not, 
little flock ; forit is your 
Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 


Matt. vii. 22. Many 
will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy 
name ? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? 
and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? 


23. And then will I 
profess unto them, 
never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work 
iniquity. 


HOUSE BUILT UPON 


13. Enter by the nar- 
row entrance, for an 
even entrance and a 
broad way lead to de- 
struction, and many 
enter that way. 


14. And a narrow é6n- 
trance and a narrow way 
lead into life, and not 
many find it. 


32. Fear not, little 
fiock, for the Father has 
wished to teach us his 
will, 


A ROCK 


22. Many will tell me 
on that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not taught and 
driven out the evil for 
thy sake ? and have we 
not established the 
power for thy sake ? 


23. And then will I tell 
them, I never knew you: 
go away from me, you 
that have committed 
lawlessness. 
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24. Ilds otv sores 
aKove. pov Tovs dyous 
TovTous, Kal Toit AUTOUS, 
duorwow avTdov avdpl 
dpoviuw, doris wKodd- 
unoe THY olklay avTou 
éri rhv wétpav: 

25. Kal xa7réByn 
Bpoxh Kat FArAOov ot mro- 
rauol xal é€mvevoav ol 
Gveuor, kal mpooérecov 
7H olkla éxelvy, Kal ovx 
rece: TeGeueNiwro yap 
él ryv wérpav. 

26. Kal was 6 dxotwy 
pov Tods AOYyouS TOUTOUS, 
Kal py} mowwry avrovs, 
Ouowbyoerat dvdpl puw- 
py, datis pKoddunoe THY 


olkiay auTov émri rH 
Aupov: 
27. Kal xaréBy 7 


Bpoxn kal #dGov oi tro- 
Trayol kal émrvevoarv oi 
Gveuor, xal mpooéxopay 
7m «0olkla = exelvg, = xal 
érece’ xal Rv 7 rTa@oes 
aurns peyaNy. 

28. Kal éyévero Sre 
auveréhecev 6 ‘Inaois 
Tous Ndyous rovrous, éfe- 
adnocovTro ol Sydou érl 
Ty diay avrod: 

29. "Hy yap biddoKwy 
atrovs ws éfovalav éxwr, 
kal ovy ws ol ypaupareis. 


24. Therefore whoso- 
ever heareth these say- 
ings of mine, and doeth 
them, | will liken him 
unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a 
rock: 


25. And the rain de- 
scended, and the floods 
came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon 
a rock. 


26. And every one that 
heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened un- 
to a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the 
sand : 


27. And the rain de- 
scended, and the floods 
came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell: and 
great was the fall of it: 


28. And it came to pass 
when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, the pe 
pe were astonished at 

is doctrine: 


29. For he taught them 
as one having authority, 
and not as the scribes. 
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24. Therefore whoso- 
ever hears these words 
and fulfils them is like 
& wise man who built 
his house upon a rock. 


25. And the rain came 
down, and the brooks 
began to flow, and the 
winds blew, and pressed 
against the house, and 
ic did not fall: for it 
was founded on a rock. 


26. And every one that 
understands these words 
and does not do what I 
tell him is like a foolish 
man who built his house 
upon the sand. 


27. And the rain came, 
and the brooks bepan to 
flow, and the wind blew 
and struck the house, 
and it fell, and there was 
a great noise; 


28. And it happened 
that when Jesus finished 
his discourse, the poopie 
were delighted with his 
teaching: 


29. For he taught them 
as a free man, and not 
as the scribes taught, 


THE CHOOSING OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES 


12. 'Eyévero 5é épv 
Tats nuépats Tavrais, 


én Ger els Td Epos wrpoc- 
evtacbat: xal Fy dia- 
vuKTepevwy é€v TY Wpoc- 
€EVXT] TOU Geos. 

13. Kal are éyévero 
Hepa, TpoTEepwrnce Tavs 


Luke vt. 12. And it 
came to pass in those 
days, that he went out 
into a mountain to pray, 
and continued all night 
in prayer to God. 


13. And when it was 
day, he called unto him 
his disciples: and of 


12, At that time Jesus 
went into the mountains 
to pray, and he prayed 
all night to God. 


13. And when it was 
day, he called his disci- 
ples, and chose of them 
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4 e ~ \ 9 
Madnras avrov- Kal éxde- 
, ’ n 
tdpuevos an alrwv dw- 
dexa, os kal adtrogréXous 


wrduace, 

14. Zluwva bv Kai 
wvduace Ilérpov, kal 
"Avipéav dv adeddpov 
avtov, ‘IdxwBov xal 
"Iwdvenv, dikurmrov xal 
BapOodopuaiov, 

15. Maréatov xal 


Owuar, TdxwBov rov Tob 
“Ardalov cat Dluwva Tov 
Kadovpevoy Lnr\wr hy, 
16. "Tovéav *laxwBou, 
kal ‘Jovéav Ioxapewrny, 
ds xal éyévero mpodérns: 
17. Kai xarafas per’ 
alray, €orn éri rémrov 
mwedivov, cal dydos pabn- 
T@y avToU, Kal wAHOos 
wodv TOU Naov ard raons 
rhs ‘Jovdalas cai ‘lepou- 
cadnu, Kal THs mapadlov 


them he chose twelve, 
whom also he named 
apostles : 


14. Simon, (whom he 
also named Peter,) and 
Andrew his brother, 
James and John, Philip 
and Bartholomew, 


15. Matthew and Thom- 
as, James the son of 
Alpheus, and Simon 
called Zelotes, 


16. And Judas the 
brother of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, which 
also was the traitor. 

17. And he came down 
with them, and stood in 
the plain, and the com- 
pany of his disciples, 
and a great multitude 
of people out of all 
Judea and Jerusalem, 
and from the sea coast 
of Tyre and Sidon, which 
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twelve and called them 
his messengers: 


14. Simon (whom he 
had named a Rock), and 
Andrew his brother, and 
James, and John, Philip 
and Bartholomew, 


15. Matthew and Thom- 
as, James the son of 


ee eae and Simon 
called Zelotes, 
16. And Judas the 


brother of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, the one 
who became the traitor. 

17. And he came down 
with them, and stopped 
in the plain; and his 
disciples and aA reat 
multitude from Judea 
and from Jerusalem, 
and from the sea coast 
of Tyre and Sidon, They 
all came to hear him. 


; pee same to hear him, 
Tvpov Kal Sidavos, of CME to hea 


AOov akoticat avrov. 


(a) dvvayis means power. If we are not going to give 
to this passage a mystical sivniticance, that is, to destroy 
its meaning, we shall get that men who profess the civil 
and church laws will say, We have established all that 
and the governmental powers for the good and to the 
glory of God, — precisely what they say. 


THE LAW 


John announced the coming of God into the world. 
He said that men must be punfied in the spint in 
order that they may know the kingdom of God. 

Jesus, who did not know his carnal father and who 
recognized God as his Father, heard John’s sermon 
and asked himself what this God was, how he came 
into the world, aud where he was. And, departing into 
the wilderness, Jesus learned that the hfe of man was 
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in the spirit, and having convinced himself of this, that 
man always lives through God, that God is always in 
men, and that the kingdom of God has always been 
and is always, and that men need only recognize that, 
Jesus left the wilderness and began to prophesy to 
men that God has always been and is always in the 
world, and that to know him we need be purified or 
regenerated in the spirit. 

He announced that God wants no prayers, sacrifices, 
or temples, but that what he wants is serving him 
in the spirit, doing good; he announced that the king- 
dom of God must not be understood in this way, that 
God will come at some particular time and in some 
particular place, but that in the whole world and at 
all times all men, having purified themselves in the 
spirit, may live in the power of God. He announced 
that the kingdom of God does not come in a visible 
manner, but that it is within men. To be a participant 
in the kingdom one must be purified in the spirit, that 
is, exalt the spirit within oneself, and serve it. He who 
exalts his spirit enters the kingdom of God and receives 
non-temporal life. The possibility of exalting the spint 
and becoming a participant in the kingdom of God lies in 
every man, and ever since John announced the kingdom 
of God, the Jewish law has become unnecessary. Every 
man who understands the kingdom of God, by his own 
efforts, having exalted the spirit in himself and working 
for God, enters into the power of God. 

To work for God and live in the kingdom, that is, 
to submit to him and fulfil his will, it is necessary to 
know the law of this kingdom. And so Jesus announces 
wherein the exaltation of the spirit and the work for God 
must consist, what is the law of the kingdom of God. 

Jesus prays all night long, and choosing twelve men, 
who understand him completely, goes out to the people 
with them, and tells them what the exaltation of the 
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spirit and the service of God consists in, what the law of 
the kingdom of God is. 

The law of God’s power consists above all in thjs, that 
the whole man should give himself over into the power of 
God, and Jesus, casting a glance at the people and point- 
ing to the disciples, says: 

Happy are you, vagrants, you are in the power of God. 
You are happy. What of it if you are hungry now? 
After you have been hungry, you will eat. You are 
happy. Even though you are mourning and weeping 
now, you will have your consolation later. You are 
happy. Let men esteem you little and drive you away 
from everywhere. Be glad of it, for thus did they drive 
all those men who announced the will of God. 

But unfortunate are you, rich men, for you have 
received everything which you have wished for, and 
shall receive nothing more. If you are filled now, you 
will be hungry. IJf you are merry now, you shall be sad. 
Unfortunate you are, if all praise you, for all men praise 
only liars. 

Happy are you, vagrants, for you are in the power 
of God; you are happy only when you are vagrants not 
only in appearance, but with your soul; just as the salt 
is good only when it is salt not merely in appearance, 
but is salty in itself. You know yourselves that true 
happiness lies in being a vagrant. But if you are 
vagrants only in appearance, you are like unsalted salt, 
and are good for nothing. If you understand this, then 
show by your deeds that you want to be vagrants, and be 
not like others. 

If you are the light of men, show your light, and do 
not hide it, so that men may see indeed that you know 
the truth, and, looking at your deeds, may understand 
that you are the children of the Father your God. 

Do not think that being a vagrant means being law- 
less. I do not teach in order to loosen your hands from 
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the divine law; on the contrary, I teach you to ful- 
fil the divine law. As long as there are men under 
heaven, the law as to what may be done, and what 
not, exists for men. There will be no law when men 
will naturally do everything according to the law. 
Here I give you some rules for the fullilment of the 
law. 

If a man shall not fulfil a single one of them and 
shall teach you that il may be left unfulfilled, he will 
be farthest away from God; but he who fulfils them all 
and teaches you to do so will be nearest to God. For, 
if in the fulfilment of the law by you there will not 
be more truth than in the fulfilment of the law of the 
Pharisees and the scribes, you will not unite with God. 

Here are the rules: 

First rule: The justice of the scribes and the Pharisees 
consists in this, that if a man kills another, he must be 
tried and sentenced to punishment. 

But my rule is that it is as bad to grow angry with 
your brother as it is to kill. I forbid anger against a 
brother with the same threat with which the Pharisees 
and scribes forbid murder. Still more severely and with 
a greater threat do I forbid you cursing a brother, and 
still more severely and with a still greater threat do I 
forbid your insulting a brother. 

I forbid this, because you consider it necessary to go to 
the temple, to offer sacrifices, and you go and offer sacri- 
fices and regard the sacrifices as important; still more 
important are peace, concord, and love among yourselves 
for the sake of God, and you cannot pray or think of God 
if there is even one man with whom you are not at peace. 

Second rule: 

The Pharisees and scribes say, If thou committest 
adultery, thou and the woman are to be killed together, 
and if thou wantest to commit adultery, give thy wife 
a writ of divorcement. 
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But I say, If thou leavest thy wife, thou art not only 
a debauchee, thou also causest her to commit debauchery, 
and him also who takes her up. If thou livest with thy 
wife and takest it into thy head to fall in love with 
another woman, thou art already an adulterer, and art 
worthy of having that done to thee which is done with 
an adulterer. And I forbid this with the same threat 
with which the Pharisees and scribes forbid committing 
fornication with another woman, because every debauchery 
causes the soul to perish, and it is better for thee to 
renounce carnal pleasure than to cause the ruin of thy 
hfe. 

And so the second rule is: Satisfy thy lust with thy 
wife and do not think that love of woman is good. 

The third rule is this: 

The Pharisees and scribes say, Do not pronounce in vain 
the name of the Lord thy God, for God will not let go 
unpunished the man who uses his name in vain, that 
is, Do not invoke God in a he, and again, Do not swear 
in my name in a hie, and do not dishonour the name of 
thy God. I am the Lord (your God), that is, do not swear 
by me in untruth, so as to defile your God. 

But I say that every oath is a defilement of God, and 
so do not swear at all. Thou canst not promise anything, 
for thou art entirely in the power of God. Thou canst 
not make a single gray hair black, how then canst thou 
swear in advance that thou wilt do so and so, and how 
canst thou swear by God? Every oath of thine is a defile- 
ment of God, for if thou hast to carry out an oath which 
is contrary to the will of God, it will turn out that thou 
hast promised to act against his will, and so every oath 
is an evil. Jesides, an oath is foolish and meaningless. 

So here is the third rule: Never swear to any one 
about anything. Say, Yes, when it is, Yes, and, No, 
when it is, No, and know that if thou art required to 
swear, it is evil. 
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Fourth rule: 

You have heard that it has been said of old time, An 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. The Pharisees 
and scribes teach you to do everything which is written 
in the old books as to how you are to punish for all kinds 
of crimes. It says there that he who cestroys life must 
give his life, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand 
for a hand, an ox for an ox, a slave for a slave, and so 
forth. 

But I tell you, Do not struggle against evil with evil, 
and not only do not demand an ox for an ox, a slave for 
a slave, life for life, but do not even resist evil. If a man 
wants to get thy ox by a lawsuit, give him two; if a 
man wants to get thy coat away, give him also thy cloak ; 
tf a man knocks a tooth out of one jaw, offer him also the 
other jaw. If they compel thee to do a certain amount 
of work, work twice as much. If they take thy property 
from thee, give it to them. If they do not return thy 
money to thee, do not ask for it, and so, do not judge 
and do not htigate, and do not punish, and you will not 
be judged and punished. Forgive everybody and you 
will be forgiven, for if you are going to judge men, 
they will judge you. Besides, you must not judge, 
because all of us men are blind and do not see the truth. 
How can I with dust-filled eyes see the dust in my 
brother’s eye? First I must clean my own eyes, and 
whose eyes are clean? If we judge, we are ourselves 
blind. If we are going to judge others and punish them, 
we are like the blind guiding the blind. 

Besides, says Jesus, What do we teach? We punish 
by force, with wounds, maiming, and death, that is, with 
malice, precisely what is forbidden in the commandment, 
Thou shalt not kill) And what comes of it? We want 
to teach men, and we corrupt them. What else can there 
be but that the pupil will learn from the teacher and be 
exactly like him? What will he do after he has learned 
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everything? The same that the teacher does: he will 
commit violence, and will kill. 

And do not think that you will find justice in the 
courts. To turn the love of justice over to the courts 
is the same as throwing precious pearls before the swine, 
for they will tread them underfoot and will break them. 

And so the fourth rule is: No matter how much they 
may offend thee, do not put out the evil by evil, do not 
sit in judgment or go to court,-do not punish, and do 
not complain. 

Fifth rule: 

The Pharisees and scribes say, Make no war on thy 
brother in thy heart; arraign thy neighbour, and thou 
wilt not bear his sins; kill all the men, and take all the 
wives and the cattle from thy enemy, that is, Respect 
thy countrymen and have no regard for strangers. 

But I tell you, Do good not only to thy countrymen, 
but also to strangers. Let strangers esteem you little, 
let them attack and offend you, respect them, and do 
them good. Only then will you be true children of 
your Father. To him all are alike. If you are good 
to your countrymen alone, you are doing what all nations 
are doing, and that leads to wars. But be the same to 
all nations, and you will be the children of God. All 
men are his children, consequently all are your brothers. 

And so the fifth rule is: Observe toward foreign 
nations what I have told you to observe among your- 
selves. There are no hostile nations, no different king- 
doms and kings. All are brothers, all are children of 
the same Father. Make no distinction among people 
according to nations and hice 

So: (1) Do not be ang (2) do not amuse yourself 
with the lust of foie: (3) do not swear to any one 
about anything; (4) do not sit in judgment and do not 
litigate; and (5) make no distinction between the different 
nations ; know no kings and no kingdoms. 
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And here is another instruction, which includes all 
these rules: Hverything which you wish that men should 
do to you, do you to them. When you will execute this, 
it is clear that your life will be changed. You will have 
no property, and that is not necessary. Do not build up 
your life upon earth, but build it m God. The hfe on 
earth will perish, and the life in God will not perish. 
And do not think of the life upon earth, for if you will 
think of it, you will not be able to think of the life in 
God. Where the soul is, there is the heart also. 

And if there is no light in your eyes, you are all in 
darkness. So if you wish and look for the darkness, you 
will enter the darkness. It is impossible to look with 
one eye upon heaven and with the other upon earth; it 
is impossible to repose your heart in an earthly life and 
to think of God. You will work either for the earthly 
life, or for God. And so: Beware of every selfishness. 
Man’s life 1s not from what he has, but from God, so that 
if a man should take the whole world, there would be no 
profit to his soul from it. And foolishly will act the man 
who will cause his life to perish in order to obtain as 
many possessions as possible. 

Consequently, do not trouble yourselves as to what you 
are going to eat and drink, and how you are going to 
clothe yourselves. Life is more important than food and 
raiment, and God has given it to you. 

Look at God’s creatures, at the birds. They do not 
sow, nor reap, nor collect the grain, but God feeds them. 
And is not man as much as the birds before God? If 
God has given life to man, he will be able to feed him 
also. And you know yourselves that no matter how 
much you trouble yourselves, you are not able to do 
anything for yourselves. You cannot lengthen your life 
for one little hour. (The thought is beyond the moun- 
tains, but death is behind the shoulders.) 

And do not trouble yourselves so much about your 
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raiment. The flowers of the field do not work, nor spin, 
and yet they are adorned as Solomon never adorned him- 
self. If God has so adorned the grass, which grows to- 
day and to-morrow will be mowed down, will he not 
clothe you ? 

Do not have any care and trouble yourselves ; do not 
say that you must think of what you are going to eat and 
what you will wear. All men need that, and God knows 
the need of every one. 

Even so do not trouble yourselves as to what will be, 
as to the future. Live for the present day. Take heed 
that you are in the will of God. Desire only the one 
thing which is important, and the rest will come to you 
itself. Try only to be in the will of God, and you will 
be in it. He who knocks, to him it will be opened; who 
asks, to him it will be given. If you will ask for what 
is present, what you need, it will be given to you. 

Is there a father who would give his son a stone instead 
of bread, or a snake instead of a fish? How, then, will 
your Father refuse to give you what you really need, if 
you ask him for it? But what you really need is the 
life of the spirit, so ask for that alone. 

To pray does not mean to do what the hypocrites are 
doing in the churches, or in the sight of men. They do 
so for men, and from them they receive their praise, and 
not from God. But if thou wishest to enter into the will 
of thy Father, go there where no one can see thee and 
pray to thy Father the spirit, and the Father will see 
what there is in thy soul, and will give thee the true 
spirit. And do not uselessly wag thy tongue, as the 
hypocrites do. Thy father knows what thou needest, 
before thou openest thy mouth. 

This is the way you ought to pray: Our Father! Let 
me be in thy kingdom, that is, let thy will be in me. 
Give me such food as I need. And forgive me my faults, 
as I forgive them in others. 
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If you ask God for the spirit, find no fault with men, 
and God will forgive you your faults. And if you do not 
forgive men, God will not forgive you. 

Do nothing to be praised by men. If you do so for 
men, you will receive your reward from men. 

So if thou art compassionate toward men, do not sound 
thy trumpet about it before men, for the hypocrites do so, 
that men may praise them. They receive what they 
wish. But thou, if thou art compassionate to men, do 
good in such a way that no one may see it. And thy 
Father will see it, and will give thee what thou needest. 

And if thou sufferest oppression for the sake of God, 
do not weep and complain before men, as the hypocrites 
do, that men may see and praise them, for they receive 
what they want. But do differently: if thou sufferest 
for the sake of God, go about with a happy face, that men 
may not see, but thy Father will see, and will give thee 
what thou needest. 

Such is the entrance into the kingdom of God. There 
is but one entrance to the will of God, and it is narrow. 
There 1s always but one entrance, and all around is a 
large and broad field, and if you walk over it you will 
not come to the haven. Only a narrow path leads into 
life, and only a few walk over it. 

Do not lose your courage, though a little flock you be. 
You will enter into it, because the Father will teach you 
his will. 


CHAPTER  V. 


THE FULFILMENT OF THE LAW GIVES THE TRUE LIFE. 
THE NEW TEACHING ABOUT GOD 


THE prophets promised the coming of God into the 
world. After the prophets John announced that God 
was already in the world, and that in order to know 
him it was only necessary to be reborn in the spirit. 
Where is God? And going into the wilderness, Jesus 
learned that there was a life of the flesh, which was 
incomprehensible to him, and at the same time a mani- 
festation of God, which was comprehensible to him 
(Chap. I). 

Having comprehended that, Jesus went away from the 
wilderness and announced that God was in the world, 
among men, but not the God imagined by the men of the 
world, but the God who is expressed by the life of men, 
God the spirit (Chap. II). 

The spirit of God is in every man. Every man, besides 
his carnal origin, besides his dependence on the flesh, 
knows in his freedom another origin and dependence on 
the spirit. This consciousness is God in the world. 
God, the beginning of everything, gave men this con- 
sciousness of himself and no longer takes part in the 
affairs of the world. Men may find God in themselves. 
He is in their soul. And so the coming of God depends 
on the will of men, on their making an effort to fulfil the 
will of the carnal life, or of the will of the spirit of God 
(Chap. III.). 
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The will of the spirit of God is good. And for the 
fulfilment of this good there is the law. This law con- 
sists of five rules: not to be angry, not to commit adul- 
tery, not to promise anything, not to struggle against 
evil, not to wage war (Chap. I'V.). 

From these rules follows the renunciation of wealth, of 
all property, of all honours, of violence against other men, 
— the renunciation of everything which has formed the 
aim of all carnal desires. Mendicancy and vagrancy is 
the only path for obtaining the true life. 


36. Matt. ix. 3%. But when 36. Jesus was sorry for 
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he saw the multitudes, 
he was moved with com- 
passion on them, be- 
cause they fainted, and 
were scattered abroad, 
as sheep having no 
shepherd. 

Matt. xi. 28. Come un- 
to me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and 
i will give you rest. 


29. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; 
for [am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shai) 
find rest unto your 
souls. 


30. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is 
light. 


the people, because they 
did not understand what 
the true hfe consisted 
in, and were tormented 
without knowing why, 
like sheep without a 
shepherd. 

28. And he said, Give 
yourselves to me, all 
you who are in labour, 
who are laden above 
your strength, and I will 
give you rest. 

29. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; 
for Iam meek and low] 
in heart, and you will 
find rest in life. 


30. For my yoke is 
easy, and my wagon is 


light 


Men put on a yoke which is not made for them and 
hitch themselves to a wagon which is not according to 
their strength. Men live for the carnal life and want 


to find calm and rest. 


Only in spiritual life is there 


rest and joy. Only this yoke is made according to the 
strength of men, and it is this that Jesus teaches. Try 
it, and see how easy and light it is. 


John viii. 


He who wants to know whether I am 


speaking the truth, let him do what I say. 
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JESUS CHOOSES THE 


1. Mera dé€ raira 
dvédetev 6 Kupios xat 
érépous €BdounKovra, Kat 
amwéorei\evy avrovs ava 
dvo 3pd mpog wou avrou, 
els macay rod kai T6rov 
ob euedrNev avros Epxe- 
cba. 

2. "Edeyer ody mpds 
avrovs, ‘O perv Gepiopuos 
mwonvs, of dé épyarat 6Al- 
you: OehOnre ovv TOU Ku- 
plov Tov Oepicpod, 8rrws 
éxPadrAy épyaras els Tov 
Depis pov avTod. 

7. Tlopevduevor dé xn- 
pvocere, déyovres, “Ort 
Hyyicev 7 Baoirtela Toy 
ovupavwv. 

8. Kal mraphyyeder 
avrots, iva undev alpwouv 
els d0dv, ef wh pdBdor 
Mévovs uh whpay, wn dp- 
Tov, pwn els THY Cwrny 
xarkdr: 

9. "ANN brodedené- 
vous cavdddia’ Kal py 
évitoacbat dvo xiT Was. 

10. “Agios yap 6 épyd- 
TNS THS TpopyAs avrov 
éoruv. 

10. “Orov éav elcdd- 
Onre els olxlav, éxet wé- 


vere Ews av ééNOnTE 
éxetOer. 


12. Eloepyduevor 5é 
els thy olxlay, domdoa- 
be abrnhy. 

13. Kal édv pev 7 9 
olxia déla, é\érw F 
elphvn tuav ér adbrhy 
dav 5¢ uh 7 déla, H elphyn 
Yudy mpds dpas érioT pa- 
PhTw. 

1l. Kal 8c0. av ph 
SéEwyrac vuds, pede 


305 


DISCIPLES ANI) DISCOURSES TO THEM 


Luke xz. 1. After these 
things the Lord ap- 
pointed other seventy 
also, and sent them two 
and two before his face 
into every city and 
place, whither he him- 
self would come. 


2. Therefore said he 
unto them, The harvest 
truly is great, but the 
labourers are few: pray 
ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he 
would send forth la- 
bourers into his harvest. 


Matt.x. 7. And as ye 

Oo, preach, saying, The 

ingdom of heaven is at 
hand. 


Mark vi. 8. And com- 
manded thei that they 
should take nothing for 
their journey, save a 
staff only; no scrip, no 
bread, no money in their 
purse: 


9. But be shod with 
sandals; and not put on 
two coats. 


Matt. x. 10. For the 
workman is worthy? of 
his meat. 


Mark vi. 10. In what 
place soever ye enter in- 
to a house, there abide 
till ye depart from that 
place.e 


12, And when ye 
come into a house, salute 


13. And if the house 
be worthy,¢ let your 
pore come upon it: but 
f it be not worthy, let 
your peace return to 
you. 


Mark vi. 11. And who- 
soever shall not receive 
you, nor hear you, when 


1. After that Jesus ap- 
pointed other seventy 
men, and sent them two 
and two in his place into 
every city and place, 
ete he himself had to 

e. 


2. And hesaid to them, 
The field is great, but the 
labourers are few. The 
master must send the la- 
bourers into the field. 


7. Go and proclaim, 
saying, The kingdom of 
God has come. 


8. And commanded 
them that they should 
take nothing on their 
journey, save a staff; 
no scrip, no bread, no 
money in their purse. 


9. And put on bast- 
shoes and one coat, 


10. For he who works 
is worthy of his coat. 


10. And whatever 
house you enter, stay 
there till you leave that 
place. 


12. When you enter a 
house, greet the host, 
saying, Peace be to your 
house. 

13. If the hosts agree, 

eace will be in that 

ouse, and if they do 
not agree, your peace 
will remain with you. 


11. And if they do not 
receive you, nor listen 
to you, go away from 


306 


dxovowoww vudv, éxro- 
pevduevor éxetbev éxriva- 
gare rov xovv roy vro- 
KaTW TOY Today bud», 
els papruptov avrois, 

22. Kail fcecde puodv- 
evar UIro wavTwy 1a Td 
Svoud pou: 6 be Uropelvas 
els rédos, obros cwO%- 
oeral. 

23. “Oray 5¢ Sibkworr 
duds év rp wore Tavry, 
pevyere els Thy ANAnv. 

16. "Idod, éya drro- 
oré\dw vuas ws rpdBata 
év wéow Nvkwy: ylverde 
ody dpdmpuor ws ol Spes, 
Kal dxépaso. ws al wept- 
orepal. 

9. BrAédwere 5é tpets 
cavrovs. wapadwoover 
yap wuds els ouvddpia, 
kai els ouvaywyas dap%- 
ceaGe, kal érl tyeudvwy 
kal Bacitéwy crabhoec be 
Evexev éuov, els papruptoy 
aurots: 

19. “Oray 5é mapadi- 
OwWov Vuas, UN pepluLvy- 
onre ras Arl Nadhonre: 


SoOjoerar yap vuiv év 


éxelvyy T7 @pg rl AadH- 
oere’ 

20. Od yap vmels dore 
ol Aadodvres, ddAd 7d 
Ivetua rod rarpds tuo 
Td Nadovy ev vuty. 

23. Ov wh reréonre 
ras médas Tov ‘Iopady, 
Ews Av EXOy O vids rod 
avOpwrov. 

26. Mh ody poBnOjre 
avrous: 

22. OU ydp éorl re 
Kpurrov, 6 éav uh pave- 
pwb7: obde éyévero dré- 
xpugov, adr Iva els pa- 
yepdy EOy. 


ye depart thence, shake 
off the dust under your 
feet for a _ testimony 
against them.e 


Matt. x. 22. And ye 
shall be hated of all men 
for my name’s sake: but 
he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved. 


23. But when they per- 
secute you in this city, 
flee ye into another. 


16. Behold, I send you 
forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as ser- 

ents, and harmless/ as 

oves. 


Mark xiii. 9. But take 
heed to yourselves: for 
they shall deliver you up 
to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be 
beaten: and ye shall be 
brought before rulers 
and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against 
them. 


Matt.x2. 19. But when 
they deliver you up, take 
no thought how or what 
ye shall speak: for it 
shall be elven you in 
that same hour what ye 
shall speak. 


20. For it is not ye that 
speak, but the Spirit of 
your Father which 
speaketh in you. 


23. Ye shall not have 
one over the cities of 
srael, till the Son of 
man be come.¢ 


26. Fear them not 
therefore: 


Mark iv. 22, For there 
is nothing hid, which 
shall not be manifested ; 
neither was any thin 
kept secret, but that 
should come abroad. 
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there, shake off the dust 
under your feet as a sign 
that you do not want 
anything from them. 


22. And they will hate 
zoe for my teaching, 

ut he who will be firm 
to the end will be safe. 


23. And if they attack 
you in one city, flee to 
another. 


16. And so I send you 
like sheep into the midst 
of wolves: be therefore 
as wise as serpents, and 
simple as doves. 


9. But take heed: for 
they will deliver you to 
the courts; and they 
will flog you in the as- 
semblies, and will pone 

ou to the rulers an 

ings for my sake, to 
show before them. 


19. But when they de- 
liver you to the courts, 
take no thought how 
and what yeu will speak ; 
for you will be taught at 
that hour what you shall 
speak. 


20. Not you yourselves 
will speak, but the spirit 
of the Father will speak 
in you. 


23. You will not have 

one over the cities of 

udea, when the son of 
man will appear. - 


26. Therefore do not 
fear them. 


22. For in the soul 
is hid what will be 
manifested; everything 
which is kept, is kept in 
order that it may become 
manifest in the world, 
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Luke xii. 3. Therefore, 
whatsoever ye have 
spoken in darkness shall 
be heard in the light; 
and that which ye have 
spoken in the ear in 
closets shall be pro- 
claimed upon the house- 
tops. 


4. And I say unto you 
my friends, Be not 
afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that 
have no more that they 
can do. 


5. But I will forewarn 
ou whom ye shall fear: 
‘ear him, which after 

he hath killed hath 
power to cast into hell ;4 
yea, I say unto you, Fear 

im. 


6. Are not five spar- 
rows sold for two far- 
things, and not one of 
them is forgotten before 
God? 


7. But even the very 
hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not 
therefore; ye are of more 
value than many spar- 
rows. 


8. Also I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall confess 
me before men, him 
shall the Son of man 
also confess before the 
angels of God: 


Matt. x. 34. Think not 
that I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came 
not to send peace, but a 
sword. 


Luke xvii, 49. I am 
come to send fire on the 
earth; and what will I, 
if it be already kindled? 

50. But I have a bap- 
tism to be baptized with; 
and how am { straitened 
till it be accomplished ! 
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3. And everything 
which you have spoken 
in secret will be heard 
in the light; what you 
have spoken in the ear 
in closets will be pro- 
claimed from the house- 
tops. 


4. I tell you, my 
friends, Be not afraid 
of those who kill the 
body, and beyond that 
can do nothing to you. 


5. I will show you 
whom’ you shall fear. 
Kear him who kills and 
destroys thesoul. Verily 
I tell you, Fear him. 


6. Are not five spar- 
rows sold for a cent? 
and they are not forgot- 
ten by God, and not one 
will die without your 
Father. 


7. Even the hairs of 

our head are all num- 

ered. Therefore be not 
afraid: you are of more 
value than sparrows. 


8. I tell you, Whoever 
will be with me before 
men, with him the son 
of man will be before 
the powers of God. 


34. Do not think that I 
have brought peace up- 
on earth: I have not 
brought peace, but dis- 
cord. 


49. Ihave come to send 
fire on earth; how anx- 
ious I am that it should 
burn up! 

50. There is a regenera- 
tion through which I 
must pass, and I lan- 
guish till it be accom- 
plished. 
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9. ‘O 5€ dpynodpevds 
me €vpwmrioyv tav aviipw- 
rwy arapyndnoeTat €vw- 
Tiv TOY ayyéNwy TOU 
Veo. 

Ol. Aoxetre drt elpjuny 
mapeyevouny dovvar €y 
TH Yj OvXl, A€yw UEC, 
GAN F dtapepio dy. 

o2. “Koovrat yap ard 
Tou vuy wévTe €v otk 
évl Siapepepio wévor, T pets 


éri dual, Kal dvo émri 
Tpicl. 
53. ArayepioOjoer ac 


warnp ép viw, Kal vids 
éri marpl: uAtnp emi 
Ouyarpi, Kal Ovyarnp 
éri puntpl: weviepa éri 
Thy vipepny aurns. Kal 
viougn eri thy wevlepav 
auT7s. 


06, Kat éx@pol rob 
avpwrov oi oiktaxol av- 
TOU. 

21. VWapadwocea dé 
adekgos adehpoy els Oa- 
vatov, kal mwatnp TéKvov: 
Kal €ravacTycovrat TEK- 
va él yovets, kal Gava~ 
TWOOVTLY GUTOUS. 

26. El ris épxerac 
mpos we, Kal ob pucet TOY 
warépa €avTov Kal rH 
pnrépa, kal Thy Yyuvatka 
kal Ta TéKkva, kal Tous 
adedpovs cal ras aded- 
pas, re be cai rHv €avrow 
yuxnv. ob dtvaral pov 
padynrays elvac. 

OT. ‘O gik@y marépa 
H wntépa vurrép eve, ovK 
éore pou Akios: kal 0 gt- 
Ov vidv F Ouyarépa vréep 
€ue, ovx ore pou A£uos: 

Oy 


23. "Erxeye dé mpods 
wavras, We res OddEt 


drigw pou éhdeiv, drap- 


9. But he that denieth 
me betore men shall be 
denied before the angels 
of Goud. 


51. Suppose ye that I 
ain come to give peace 
on earth? | tell you, 
Nay; but rather divi- 
g10n 13 


52. For from hence- 
forth there shall be five 
in one house divided 
three against two, and 
two agaist three. 


53. The father shall be 
divided against the son, 
and the son apatnust 
the father; the mother 
against the daughter, 
and the danghter 
against the mother, the 
mother in law against 
her daughter In law, 
and the daughter in law 
agaipst her mother in 
law. 

Matt. xr. 36. Anda 
mon’s foes shall be they 
of his own household. 


21. And the brother 
shall deliver up the 
brother to death, and 
the father the child: 
and the children shall 
rise up against their 
parents, and canse them 
to be put to death. 

Luke xviv. 26. lf any 
man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple. 


Matt. x. 37. He that 
loveth father or mother 


more than me is not 
worthy of me: and he 
that loveth son. or 


daughter more than me 
is not worthy of me. 
Luke tr. 23. And he 
said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, 
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9. And whoever will 
deny me before men will 
be denied before the 
powers of Goud. 


51. Or do you think 
that I teach peace upon 
earth? No, not peace, 
but discord: 

52. For from now on 
tive in one house will be 
divided, three from two, 
and two from three. 


53. The father will be 
divided from his) son, 
and the son from his 
father: and the mother 
from the daughter, and 
the daughter from the 
mother; and the mother- 
in-law from the daugh- 
ter-in-law, and the 
daughter-in-law 9 from 
the mother-in-law. 


3b. And a man’s foes 
will be his own house- 
hold. 


21. And the brother 
will deliver the brother 


up to death, and = the 
father the child; and 


the children will rise up 
against their parents, 
and will deliver them up 
to death. 

26. If a man wants to 
be with me, and will not 
esteem little his father, 
and mother, and wife 


and children, anc 
brothers, and = sisters, 
and his own life, he 


cannot be my disciple. 


37. He who loves his 
father and mother more 
than me does not agree 
with me; and he who 
loves his son or daughter 
more than ine does not 
agree with me. 

23. And he said to all, 
If any man wants to be 
my disciple, let him 
deny his desires, and let 
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vyodobw éavrdv, kai 
apatTw Tov oTaupdy av- 
Tov Ka0’ nudpay, Kal 
axodovleirw p01. 

39. 'O elpwr riy Wu- 
Xv avrov drodéce av- 
Thy: Kal 0 amoddcas THY 


and take up his cross* 
daily, and follow me. 


Matt. x. 39. He that 
findeth his life shall lose 
it: and he that loseth 
his lite for my sake shall 
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him at any hour be ready 
for the gallows, and then 
only will he be my dis- 
ciple. 


39, He who takes care 
of his life will cause his 
hife to perish, and he 
who ruins his life for 


Yux iy abrov évexey €uou find it. 


EUPHTEL AUT HY. 


my sake will save it. 


(a) J exclude the sixth verse from Matthew, which is 
wanting in Luke and which puts into the mouth of Jesus 
a thought which is foreign to his teaching, 

The words heal the sick, etc. (Verse 8) are omitted, as 
external proofs of the truth, which are unnecessary for 
the teaching. 

(b) a&os means of equal weight, that which will cqual- 
ve the scales. Here it means in conformity. In this 
passage the words mean this: a man who works cannot 
help but receive what he needs for his sustenance; and 
so a man who wants and is ready to work is in no need 
of a supply of money and garments. 

(c) Do not seek a place where it is better, but stay 
where you happen to be. 

(@) a&os here again means in conformity, but 1 trans- 
late it by agreeing in this sense, that if the hosts will 
recelve you in conformity with your view, that is, if 
they will agree. 

(c) ets paptvptov avTots as a proof to them. <A proof 
of what? To shake off the dust under the feet as one 
comes out of a house one can do only as a proof that 
nothing belonging to the house is to be taken away. 

(f) axépacos means simple. unmaced. 

(g) éws av €dXOn can mean here nothing but to be 
exalted, what Jesus told Nicodemus, and said also in 
other places. Here is understood es gavepov é€dXOy, as 
in Mark iv. 22, ov yap éori Te KpuTtov, 6 dav pn have- 
poOn: ovde éyévero amroxpugoy, arr’ tva eis havepov édOn, 
and elsewhere. In any case, €A@y cannot be rendered, as 
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in many other passages, by to come. The verb to come 
can be used only when somebody comes from somewhere. 
But here it says neither whence nor whither, and he who 
comes, the son of man, is an abstract principle, to which 
walking 1 1 not proper. 

Verse 25 is omitted. The words about Beelzebub refer 
to the passage of the accusations of the Pharisees. The 
verse 1s wanting In Mark and in Luke. 

(i) The expression to throw into Gehenna was met 
with in the parables. Its meaning is definite there. 
It is not only a carnal death, but a complete destruction, 
to which the tares were subject. 

(1) In Luke we have in this passage dvauepio pov divi- 
sion, aud so payaipa has to be translated by discord, in 
which sense it is used in Rom. vil. 35. 

(7) The sentence is without a verb, and so the verb 
must be in the same future in which the whole discourse 
is carried on. By these words a mysterious meaning is 

ascribed to the fact that a man’s household are always. his 
foes. This verse has not this meaning; in this sentence 
is expressed what was said before: They will divide and 
be as enemies. 

(x) The words about the cross, which had no meaning 
before the crucifixion of Jesus, have to be omitted. 


Nothing more clearly than this discourse of Jesus 
to his disciples befure sending them out to preach, 
which 1s repeated in all three gospels, defines the actual 
significance of Jesus. If the significance of his preaching 
were only what the church acknowledges it to be, the 
whole discourse would be unintelligible. Why, indeed, 
are the disciples to be beaten and killed, if the preaching 
which they are to carry abroad is only a preaching about 
making peace with the brother, about bodily purity, about 
not sitting in judgment over a neighbour, about forgiving 
the enemies, and about God’s sending his son down upon 
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earth? It is impossible to imagine sufficiently stupid 
and idle men who would take the trouble for this to 
drive away and beat people. It is impossible to imagine 
the causes which the oppressors could invent in order to 
torment, strike, and kill harmless preachers of good moral 
rules and of the invention about the son of God. Whom 
could they offend? Those who wanted, listened to them ; 
who did not want, did not lsten to them. Why, then, 
were they to be hated? If it iad been a good, but para- 
doxical, moral teaching, such as the freethinking histori- 
ans represent it to have been, there would still be no 
cause for persecuting them. If this teaching was about 
God’s having sent his son down on the earth to redeem 
the human race, there were still fewer causes for being 
angry at men, who imagined that and found pleasure in 
it. If it was a rejection of the Jewish law, there was 
still no reason for persecuting thei, especially no reason 
for the Gentiles to do so, and then, as now, it was the 
Gentiles who persecuted them. If it had been a political 
doctrine, an opposition to the rich and the mighty, such 
opposition would have been suppressed by the rich and 
the mighty then and there, as such oppositions have been 
suppressed before and since. It was something else. 

Only when we fully understand the teaching, as it is 
expressed in the sermon on the mount and in the whole 
Gospel; if we understand that Jesus forbids directly 
every kind of murder and even resistance to evil; forbids 
oaths (that apparently unimportant affair which leads to 
most terrible violence); forbids courts, that is, punish- 
ments, every counteraction to violence and rapine, and 
so forbids property, as his first disciples understood it ; 
forbids the aloofness of the nations, the famous love of 
country, we shall be able to understand those perse- 
cutions to which Jesus and his first and subsequent 
disciples were subjected, and we can understand the 
anticipation of Jesus as to the persecutions, an antici- 
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pation which was evidently shared also by his disciples, 
and we comprehend also the division which was to take 
place. 

Naturally, if one man in the family, having grasped 
the teaching, refuses to make a promise under oath, or to 
be a judge, or to go to court, or to codperate with the 
authorities, or to take part in war, or to collect taxes, or 
to carry out punishments, or neglects wealth, naturally a 
division must arise in the family, if the other members 
have not comprehended the teaching. 

Jesus obviously knew that; he knew that it would be 
so and could not be otherwise ; he knew that his teaching 
was not a teaching, but a spark, which kindled the con- 
sciousness of God in the hearts of men, and that, burning 
up, it could not be put out. It is for this reason that 
Jesus Christ knew that in each house five would be 
divided, and some of them would be against the rest. 
Some would be kindled, and the others would be putting 
out those who were burning up. And he was anxious to 
see the flame as quickly as possible. And the flame was 
kindled and burned later, and burns even now, and will 
always burn, as long as there are men. 

If it were only a. “moral teac hing about conduct in the 
existing order of things, it is evident that the preachers 
would not be in anybody’s way, and it would not be a 
flaine which embraces everything, but a candle which 
would hght up those who are near to it. 

If it had been only a church teaching about God’s 
having come down into the world to save people, no one 
would have known the teaching, as we do not know the 
beliefs of the Zulus or of the Chuvashes, and nobody would 
have given it any thought. It would not only have gone 
out, but would never have been kindled. 

If it had been a social-revolutionary teaching, it would 
have burned up and gone out long ago, as such teachings 
burned up and went out in China, in every place where 
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there are men: the poor would have taken the property 
away from the rich and mighty and would themselves 
have become rich and mighty, or the rch and mighty 
would have crushed the poor, and the flame would have 
been extinguished. But the flame did not go out and 
will not go out, because Jesus does not speak of rules 
about how a man may live in society in the best manner 
possible with the existing order of things, nor of the 
manner of praying to God, nor what God is, nor of the re- 
organization of society. He tells the truth about what 
man is, and what his life consists in. Aud a man who 
comprehends what his hfe is will live that hfe. A man 
who understands the meaning of hfe can no longer see 
any meaning in anything else. When he has come to 
understand what is life and what death, he cannot help 
walking toward the hfe and running away from death. 
And no matter what may stand on the path toward life, 
— moral rules, God, beliefs of men, the social order, — 
a man who has come to understand hfe will walk 
toward it without paying any attention to anything, 

and in his forward movement will include all the phe- 
nomena of life: morality, and divine worship, and the 
social structure. 

Jesus Christ has revealed his teaching not to inform 
men that he was God, not to improve the hfe of men upon 
earth, not in order to overthrow the authorities, but be- 
cause in his soul, as in the soul of every man who comes 
into the world, he knew, lay the consciousness of God, 
which is life, and to which every evil is opposed. Jesus 
Christ knew and kept repeating that he was saying what 
he was saying, and what was speaking in him was God, 
who is in the soul of every man. And, sending out his 
disciples, Jesus Christ says, Fear nobody; pity nobody, 
and do not worry in advance what you are going to say. 
Live the true life, —it is the comprehension: of God, and 
when you will need to speak, have no care, the spirit of 
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God will speak for you. 
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And your words, spoken to a 


few, will be borne everywhere, because they are the truth. 


17. ‘Twéorpeyav be 
ol éBdophxovra pera xa- 
pas, Aéyorres, Kure, kal 
Ta daiudma YrordcoceT at 
quiv év r@ dvouarl cov. 

18. Elrre 5¢ avrois, 


20. WAqy év rovry 
Bh xalpere, Sri Ta wvev- 
para vpev vrordocerat: 
xalpere 5é¢ parrov, Sre 
Ta dvouara Yudy &ypagn 
éy rots ovpavots: 

21. 'Ev airy rp dpe 
fryad\d\doaro TM wvev- 
Hart 6 Incots, xal elev, 
*Ekopodoyotual cot, ra- 
Tep, KUpte TOU ovpavov 
kal rs yns, Sre dwéxpu- 
yas raira drd copay 
kal ouver@y, kal darexd- 
Aupas adra vynwlos: val, 
6 warhp, dri otrws éyé- 
vero evdoxla ®umrpoobdy 
gov. 

27. Iidvra pow wape- 
560 Urd rot warpdbs pou: 
kal obdels émrvyiwoxet 
Tov vldv, ef ph 6 raThp: 
obdé Tov warépa Tis émi- 
yiwwoKes, ef ui) d vlds, Kal 
@ dav BotrAnra 6 vids 
droxaduypas. 


(a) In Verse 17 
same is called ra awrvevparta. 


‘Of m 


Luke x. 17. And the 
seventy returned again 
with joy, saying, Lord, 
even the devilse are sub- 
ject unto us through thy 
name. 


18. And he said unto 
them, 
20. Notwithstanding, 
in this rejoice not, that 
the spirits? are subject 
unto you; but rather 
rejoice, because your 
names are written in 
heaven.¢ 


21. In that hour Jesus 
cer in spirit, and 
said, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth,¢ that thou 
hast hid these things 
from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes: even 
so, Father, for so it 
seemed goods in thy 
sight.o 


Matt. xi, 27. All things 
are delivered unto me 
Father: and no 
man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the 
Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever 
the Son wills reveal him. 


17. And the seventy 
whom he sent out re- 
turned with joy, and 
said, Sir, the evil is van- 

uished by us through 
thy power. 


18. And he said to 
them, 

20. But do not rejoice 
that the evil is van- 
quished by you; rather 
rejoice, because you are 
in the kingdom of 
heaven. 


21. Then Jesus rejoiced 
in his spirit, and said, 
I recognize thee, my 
Father, lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou 
hast hid this from the 
wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed it to chil- 
dren. Thou art truly the 
Father! In this has thy 
love been expressed. 


27. Everything has 
been delivered to me by. 
my Father, and no man 
recognizes the son, but 
the Father; neither does 
@ man know who the 
Father is, but the son, 
and he to whom the son 
will reveal him. 


it says Ta Sa:uoma; in Verse 20 the 


If the unintelligible Verses 


18 and 19 did not exist, no one would think of translating 
daiudua and mvevpara by devil, but in the plural, that is, 
souls of men, that is, the meaning is that evil men, the 
evil itself, is being vanquished by his teaching. 

Verses 18 and 19 are excluded, not because they ex- 
press anything which does not agree with the teaching, 
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but because in the form in which they have reached us 
they are unintelligible. 

(5) What are these spirits, rveduatra? This word is 
found in the gospels, in the epistles, and in the Acts, and 
always in the same sense, as immaterial powers, spirit, not 
the divine spirit, but false spirit. Thus the word is used 
in 1 Tim. iv. 1, and in many other places. It is very 
easy to translate it by devil, and to say that those who 
wrote it believed in the devil. But the trouble is that, if 
we translate it so, we must throw out this passage, because 
devil means nothing to us. The meaning of the word is, 
however, clearly defined in all the passages, and especially 
in the one under discussion: wvevuata means false spirit. 
The spirit is the comprehension, and so it means false 
comprehension, deception, false teaching, debauchery, in the 
general sense, evil. 

(c) Names are written in heaven, can mean nothing but, 
Participation in the kingdom of heaven. 

(ad) There ought to be a period here, since what follows 
is an explanation why Jesus recognizes his Father to be 
the Lord of everything. He recognizes him as the Father, 
because he has revealed the secret of the kingdom of God 
not to the wise and the prudent, but to all unthinking 
children. 

(ec) 6 mwatnp is here by no means the vocative, either 
grammatically, or by the sense. It is the continuation of 
the discourse. There is a comma here, and for clearness’ 
sake I add thou. 

(f) evdoxia good will, love. 

(7) éumpooGev cov means before thee. According to the 
Hebrew meaning anything done before one is agreeable. 
The idea éyévero evdoxia éumpoobév cov has to be trans- 
lated by love loved by thee. 

The general meaning is that not wisdom and learning, 
but the direct relation of the son to the Father, which is 
revealed to all, gave that love for the spirit which is the 


316 


THE FOUR GOSPELS 


foundation of everything, and revealed the truth through 
this love, this turning of the son to the Father. 

(h) Will is omitted in many texts. 

No man can know the son, but the Father, and no man 
can know the Father, but the son. 
what was said in the discourse of Nicodemus, that in man 
there is a spirit, which is incomprehensible to him, and 
that this spirit is the son of the spirit, and that is the 
last meaning of God. Here Jesus for the first time identi- 
fies himself with the son of man and, saying J, means not 
himself, Jesus of Galilee, but the spirit which dwells in 


man. 


These words mean, 


EVIL IS NOT DESTROYED BY EVIL 


20. Kal Epxyovrac els 
olkov: «al ocuvépxerat 
wadduy Sxros, Gore py 
dvvacbac avrovs pre 
aprov payeiv. 

21. Kai dxovcavres 
ol wap avrov éf7dOov 
Kparfica: aurév: &Neyor 
yap, “Ore ééorn. 

22. Kal ol ypayparets 
ol dd ‘lepocokvmwy Ka- 
raBdyres edeyov, “Ore 
BeedfeBovrX Exe, xal, 
"Ore év ry Apxorre TaY 
dacuovlwy ékBdd\rya Ta 
dambna. 

23. Kal mpooxadecd- 
Mevos avrovs, év mrapafo- 
Aals frevyer abrots, Ids 
dvvarac Laravas Lara- 
vay éxBddnrety ; 

24. Kal dav Bactdela 
ép daurhy pepioby, od 
dvvara: orabjvar ) Ba- 
oirela éxelyn: 

26. Kal el 6 Zaravas 
dvéorn ép éavrdy xal 
peuepirrar, of Stvarat 
orabijvar, adda rédos 
exet, 


Mark iti. 20. And they 
went into a house, and 
the multitude cometh 
together again, so that 
they could not s0 much 
as eat bread. 


21. And when his 
friends heard of it, they 
went out to lay hold on 
him: for they said, He 
is beside himself. 


22. And the scribes 
which came down from 
Jerusalem said, He hath 
Beelzebub,¢ and by the 
prince of the devils cast- 
eth he out devils. 


23. And he called them 
unto him, and said unto 
them in parables, How 
can Satan> cast out 
Satan? 


24. And if a kingdome 
be divided@ against it- 
self, that kingdom can- 
not stand. 


26. And if Satan rise 
up against himself, and 
be divided, he cannot 
stand, but hath an end.e 


20. And they came 
home, and again there 
was gathered a multi- 
tude, so that they could 
not dine. 


21. And when his 
household heard of it, 
they went to seize him, 
for they said, He is be- 
side himself. 


22. And the_ scribes 
came from Jerusalem 
and said that he was an 
evil spirit, and that he 
destroyed evil by evil. 


23. And calling them 
up, he said to them in 
pera es. How can evil 

@ cast out by evil? 


24. And if a 
rises against itsel 
power cannot stand. 


ower 
that 


26. And if evil will go 
against itself, it cannot 
stand, but has an end. 
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19, Ei dé éyw év Be- 
edfeBovr éxBdd\d\w Ta 
daudma, of viol buddy év 
tlvue é€xBdddNovaer; Gea 
TouTo kpiral vuwy avrol 
Ecovrat. 

20. El 6é év daxrihw 
Ocod éxBddrw Ta Sarpd- 
va, dpa etpbacev ep 
vuas 7 PBacirela Tov 
Geceov. 

29."H was duvaral 
Tis elaeMOecy eis Thy 
olklay tov laxvpotd Kal 
TQ OKEVN aUTOU diapra- 
Ca, av uy) wowrov Sjoy 
Tov loxvupdy, kal rére 
thy olklay a’rov diaprd- 
oat; 

30. ‘O wh dv per 
éuod, Kar éuod ore: 
Kai 6 By ouvdywv per 
€uov, oxoprl fe. 

31. Aid rovro Néyw 
vutv, Ilaca apaptrla Kai 
Brachnula adedhoerat 
Tots avOpwroais: 

o2. Kal és av etry 
Abyor Kara Tov viod Tot 
avOpwrov,  adeOjoerat 
aitp: ds & av elry 
kara Tov IIlvevuaros rot 
‘Aylov. otk apedhoerac 
alr@, ore év TolTw TH 
aldv otre éy rp péd- 
dovTe. 


(a) In John datpdmov exer. 


Luke xvi. 19. And if I 
by Beelzebub cast out 
devils, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? 
therefore shall they be 
your judges/ 


20. But if I with the 
finger of God cast out 
devils, no doubt the 
kingdom of God is come 
upon yous 


Matt. xii. 29. Or else, 
how can one enter into 
a@ strong man’s house, 
and spoil his goods, ex- 
cept he first bind the 
strong man? and then 
he will spoil his house.» 


30. He that is not with 
me is against me; and he 
that gathereth not with 
me scattereth abroad. 


31. Wherefore I say 
unto you, All manner of 
sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men: 


32. And whosoever 
3 Net a word against 
the Son of man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but 
whosoever speaketh 
ayainst the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven 
him, neither in this 
world, neither in the 
world to come.t 
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19. If I cast out evil 
with evil, how do you 
cast it out? Be there- 
fore your own judges. 


20. But if I cast out 
the evil with the spirit 
of God, then the king- 
dom of God was before. 


29. Or else, how can 
one enter into a strong 
man’s house and ruin 
him? First the stron 
man has to be bound an 
then only can his house 
be ruined. 


30. He who is not with 
me is against me. He 
who does not gather, 
scatters. 


31. Therefore I tell 
you, Every error, every 
false word is left to men; 


32. And if a man gays 
a false word against the 
son of man, it will be 
forgiven him: but if 
@ man says somethin 
against the spirit o 
God, it will not be for- 
given him, neither in 
this world, nor in the 
world to come. 


BeerfeBovr ever means 


the same as daipomor éye, as can be seen from the con- 
tinuation of the discourse. 
(6) Laravas again means the same as mrvedua Satpoviwv. 
(c) Bactde’a means here every power. 
(qd) pepiCouas not only means to divide, but also to turn. 
In Mark it reads, And if an house be divided against 
itself, the house cannot stand (Mark iii. 25); in Matthew: 
Every kingdom and every city divided against itself, 
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shall not stand (Matt. xii. 25). This verse has no sense 
in either gospel. There is no simile. In Luke the word 
oixos stands in a different sense, épyuovtar Kati olxos 
aumrre. The same we find in one Latin variant, so that 
olxos is not a new comparison, but a strengthening of the 
first: the power will not stand and will fall, as a house 
from a house. Apparently the meaning of the verse is 
lost. In the form in which it is rendered it adds noth- 
iny and only confuses, and so has to be omitted. 

(ec) That is, if evil went against itself, there would be 
no evil, and yet it exists. 

(7) If you acknowledge that I expel evil, I certainly 
cannot do so with evil, for then there would be no evil. 
If you expel evil, you certainly do not do so with evil, 
but with something else, with good. Therefore, if I 
expel evil, I do so not with evil, but with good. 

(g) If there were only Yaravas and daiwoma, that is, 
deception and evil, deception would destroy deception, 
evil would destroy evil, and there would be no evil. But 
you yourselves expel evil with good. And if I expel evil 
with the spirit of God, that means that the spirit of God 
was In men, and even before me the divine will was in men. 

(h) If I expel evil with the spirit of God, the spirit of 
God was already in men; or else I should not be able to 
expel evil, just as a man cannot enter the house of a 
strong man and rob it, unless he first binds that man. 
But man is already bound by the spirit of God and by 
the consciousness of its power. 

(t) The false interpretation of what is the son of man 
can do no harm, but the false interpretation of what is 
the spirit of God cannot pass by unpunished. A man 
who does not recognize the spirit of God, by that very 
fact is deprived of life. 


The meaning of the whole place is this, that the learned, 
the lawyers, rebuked Christ that his teaching would lead 
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to even greater evil than what he wanted to correct. 
Jesus says that it is not he who corrects the world with 
evil, but they, and that the world stands not through 
evil, but through something else. I, he says of himself, 
do not correct the world with evil, but with the divine 
spirit, that divine spirit which lives in you. If I cor- 
rected by means of evil, I should have no power; but I 
correct with the divine spirit, and that has power.  Fol- 
low my teaching, and all the evil will be vanquished in 
the world, all the evil will be destroyed. The spirit of 
God is the only life. He who does not live in the spirit 
of God is against it, in that he causes his life to perish, as 
a man causes his wheat to perish, when he does not gather 
it from the field, and thus the most important mistake for 
life is the false comprehension of the spirit of God. Those 
men who falsely interpret the divine spirit deceive men, 
and cause their own ruin and that of others. They are 
those through whom evil is disseminated in the world. 


Matt. vii. 33, Either 
make the tree good, and 
his fruit good; or else 
make the tree corrupt, 
and his fruit corrupt: 
for the tree is known by 
his fruit. 


33. Either make the 
tree good, then its fruit 
will be good: or make 
the tree bad, and then 
the fruit will be bad: 
for the tree is known by 
its fruit. 


33. "H_ ovjoare 7d 
dévdpov Kaddv, Kal Tov 
Kapmov, avrov kaddv, 4 
mojoare Td dévdpov 
campov, Kal Tov Kkaprov 
avrov campéy- éx yap 
Tov Kaprrov 7d dévdpov 
yivwo KET at. 


34. Tevyyuara éxi- 
dvayv, was Suvacbe ayada 
Aarecy, mwovnpol dyes ; 
éx yap Tov mepiocevua- 
ros THs Kapolas TO ordua 
AaXeL. 

36 'O dyadds &vOpw- 
wos €k Tov dyabov O7n- 
cavpot ris Kapdlas éx- 
Badr ra ayabd: Kal d 
wovnpds AvOpwros éx 
TOU trovnpov Onoavpot 
éxBddrex rovnpa. 

36. Aéyw dé vuty, 
Sr, wav pia dpydr, 8 


34. O generation of 
vipers, how can ye, be- 
ing evil, speak good 
things? for out of the 
abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh. 


35. A good man out of 
the good treasure of the 
heart bringeth forth 
good things: and an evil 
man out of the evil treas- 
ure bringeth forth evil 
things. 


But I say unto you \ 


36. 
That every idle wor 


34. Tribe of snakes 
you cannot speak good 
things, because you are 
evil. The mouth speaks 
what the heart wants to 
utter. 


35. A good man lets 
out of his heart what- 
ever good he has treas- 
ured in it; and an evil 
man lets out whatever 
evil he has gathered in 
his heart. 


36. And I tell you, 
Every idle word which 
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éay NadAhowo.y ol EvOpw- 


wot, amodwoovet epi 
avrov Nbyov év nuépa 
Kploews. 


AY. "AmoxpiBels dé 6 
"Iwdvvns elrev, Exiord- 
Ta, eldouéy Tiva érl T@ 
évéuatl cov éxBdddXovra 
Ta datudvmia: xal éxwdv- 


THE 


that men shall speak, 
they shall give account 
thereof in the day of 
judgment.a 


Lukeizx. 49. And John 
answered and said, Mas- 
ter, We saw one casting 
out devils in thy name; 
and we forbade him, be- 
cause he followeth not 
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& man speaks will be 
looked into, to see why 
it has been said, in the 
day of the accounting. 


49. And John said to 
him, Teacher, we saw a 
man casting out evil 
like thee, and we for- 
bade him, because he 
does not go with us. 


: boots with us. 
caper avrov, 6rt ovK aKo-~ 


ove? wed” Nudv. 

50. Kai elzre pds av- 
Tov 0 Inoots, Mh Kkwdv- 
ere Os yap ovx ore 
Kab’ nudy, vrép nuor 
éoTiv. 


50. And Jesus said 
unto him, Forbid him 
not: for he that is not 
against us is for us. 


50. Jesus said to them, 
Do not forbid him: he 
who is not against us 
is with us. 


(a) Verse 37, according to the received translations, 
means that Jesus says that with words one is justified, 
and with words condemned. Such a meaning of the 
verse is immoral and directly opposed to the whole 
teaching. 

Jesus continually says, Work, and do not speak. 
This verse has to be excluded, as an interpolation, or 
has to be translated differently. I translate Aeyos in 
this place in the sense of the cause which impels a man 
to say a word. Such an interpretation is in harmony 
with what precedes. 

(b) The disciples of Jesus think that there is a special 
teaching of Jesus, and that it is necessary to follow him 
exclusively, and that he who does not follow him is in 
error. Jesus says, You have no reason to think so: he 
who expels evil does not act against us, but does what 
we are doing, and is for us. 


THE IMPOTENT MAN HEALED 


John v. 1. After this 1. After this there was 
there was a feast of the a feast of the Jews; and 


Jews; and Jesus went Jesus went to Jerusa- 
up to Jerusalem, lem. 


1. Mera raitra Fy 
éopTth Tay Tovdalwy, xal 
dveBn 6 Inoois els ‘Iepo- 
obdupa. 
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2. "Kore 52 é€y rots 
“Tepooodvuos eri ry mpo- 
Barcxn KodvuBhOpa, 7 
érideyouéyn ‘ESpaiori 
Byn6ecda, wévre orods 
€xovea. 

3. "Ev ratvras xaré- 
KeLTO mAHOos todkv ToY 
acdevovyTrwy,  Tupday, 
XwWAGY, Enpdy, éxdexo- 
hévwy rhy rov vdaros 
Kiynoey. 

4. "Ayyedos yap xara 
kaipoy xaréBawvev év TH 
Ko\uuBnOpa, Kal érd- 
pacce 7d Udwp: 6 ody 
mpwros éuBpas wera Tv 
Tapaxny Tov bdaros 
vyins éylvero, @ Sirore 
Karelyero vornmare. 

5. "Hy dé ris dvOpwrros 
éxet Tpidxovra OxTra ery 
éxwy ev ry doGevela. 

6. Todrov ldwyv 36 
"Inoods xaraxeluevov, kat 
yvous 87 trodvv Hon x pb- 
voy xe, Meyer atr@, Oé- 
Aes uyihs yevérGar ; 

7. "Arexpl@n airy 6 
dcbev@y, Kupie, &vOpw- 
mov ov éxw, tva, bray 
rapaxO7 7d Vdwp, BaddAY 
pe els THY KoAULBHOpav- 
év@ dé epyouae éya, 
dddos wpd éuov Kara- 
Balvec, 

8. Aéyes a’r@ 6 ‘In- 
gods, “Evyeipat, apov rv 
xpdBBarév gov, Kal 
weptTMaret. 

9. Kal evééws éyévero 
vyins 6 AvOpwios, kal 
pe Tov kpaBBarov avrov, 
kal mepremaret. 


2. Now there is at Jeru- 
salem by the sheep gate 
a pool, which is called 
in the Hebrew tongue 
Bethesda, having five 
porches. 


3. In these lay a great 
multitude of impotent 
folk, of blind, halt, with- 
ered, waiting for the 
moving of the water. 


4. For an angel went 
down at a certain season 
into the pool, and troub- 
jed the water: whoso- 
ever then first after the 
troubling of the water 
stepped in was made 
whole of whatsoever 
digease he had. 


5. And a certain man 
was there, which had 
an infirmity thirty and 
eight al 

6. hen Jesus saw 
him lie, and knew that 
he had been now a long 
time in that case, he 
saith unto him, ilt 
thou be made whole ? 


7. The impotent man 
answered him, Sir, I 
have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put 
me into the pool: but 
while I am coming, an- 
other steppeth down 
before me. 


8. Jesus saith unto 
him, Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk. 


9. And immediately 
the man was made 
whole, and took up his 
bed, and walked. 
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2. There is in Jeru- 
saiem at the shee 
market a pool, whic 


is called in Hebrew 
Bethesda, with five 
porches. 


3. On these ey a great 
multitude of sick peo- 
ple: of blind, impotent, 
and lame. They were 
all waiting for the mo- 
tion of the water. 


4. For they supposed 
that an angel went down 
at certain times into the 
pool, and stirred the 
water, and that if one 
was the first after the 
stirring of the water to 
enter the pool, he would 
be made well, no matter 
what disease he had. 


5. And there was there 
a certain man, who had 
been infirm for thirty- 
a dae years. 

>». Jesus saw him lie, 
and learned that he had 
been 80 for a long time, 
and said to him, Dost 
thou wish to be made 
well ? 


7. The feeble man said, 
Why should I not want 
it, sir? But I have no 
man, when the water is 
stirred, to put me in the 

ool; I am always too 
ate. When I rush in, 
another has leaped in 
before me. 


8. And Jesus said to 
him, Wake up, take thy 
bed, and walk. 


9. And the man awoke 
immediately, and took 
up his bed, and walked. 


(a) éxdeyonevov means who were warting. The next 
sentence, An angel went down to stir the water, must 
be referred to éxdeyouevwr, that is, they waited for an 
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angel to come down and stir the water, and then, and 
so forth; and so I translate, They waited for the water 
to be moved, supposing that an angel, and so forth, 
and to this sentence I add as 7f (they supposed that). 

This is what the church says about it (Interpretation 
of the Gospel of John, p. 174): 


Now at Jerusalem: Josephus, the Jewish historian, does not 
mention this pool, but that does not weaken the authenticity 
of John’s narration about this pool; Josephus does not mention 
many important things and circumstances. 

There is: Either John in his vivid imagination transfers 
himself to the time when Jerusalem was not yet destroyed, and 
so says there is, as though he had the poo] before his eyes; or at 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus this pool with its build- 
ings was spared, as a public charitable institution, and was still 
standing during the writing of the gospel, though it may have 
been in a different form from what it was in the lfetime of 
Jesus. 

By the sheep gate: This is mentioned in the book of Nehemiah ; 
it was at the northeast of the city wall, on the road across the 
brook Cedron into Gethsemane and the Mount of Olives (now 
the gate of St. Stephen). It was called Sheep Gate, no doubt, 
because through it the sacrificial animals were driven to the 
temple, or because near it there was a market where these sac- 
rificial animals were brought and sold, and whence they were 
driven to the temple to be sacrificed. 

Pool: A small basin in which people washed or bathed. No 
doubt there was here a spring which formed this pool, from 
which the water again flowed into the ground. In Hebrew 
Bethesda means the house of pity or mercy, that is, God’s house, 
since the spring had a curative power, which God, in his mercy, 
had given to his nation. 

Five porches: Galleries, on which the sick, protected against 
the inclemencies of the weather and against the heat of the sun, 
could walk, sit, and lie. “ Bithasa (Bithesda) it is called even 
at this day” (Eusebius), and in the fifth century they still 
pointed out the five porticoes of the pool. 

In these lay, and so forth: This medicinal spring attracted 
a great multitude of the sick of every kind (a diversity of dis- 
eases is indicated: blindness, lameness, consumption), who were 
placed in galleries built for the purpose. Maybe they came 
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or were led or carried there only at certain times, when they 
expected the troubling of the water; maybe some remained 
there for a long time in this expectation. 

For an angel, etc.: The spring had curative properties not at 
all times, but only at certain seasons, namely, when an angel of 
the Lord went down into it and troubled the water, and was not 
useful for all people, but only for those who immediately after 
the troubling of the water stepped into it, consequently only for 
a short time, but then it cured all diseases. From the narration 
it does not appear that the angel came down in visible form into 
the pool and troubled the water; it was not visible for others, 
but it was an action which was contemplated with the spiritual 
eye of the apostle; the sick people and others knew only by the 
troubling of the water that it was time to step into it in order to 
be cured. The holy writers and the Jews in general ascribed 
especial visible benefactions of God, which appeared in certain 
powers and actions of Nature, to an especial ministration and 
action of angels, whom God has appointed as governors of such 
or such elements of Nature. What for others are the actions of 
the elements of Nature are for their enlightened vision actions 
of the angels who are in charge of the elements of Nature. ‘The 
spring, like many mineral springs, cured all kinds of diseases 
which did not yield to the action of other customary means, and, 
like some of these springs, acted with particular force at certain 
times, periodically. It seems that at certain times the water in 
this spring welled up with especial force and in great abundance, 
and so was troubled, became turbid (or red, — bloody), as 
Eusebius says, and at that time became particularly powerful 
to cure all kinds of diseases. This welling up in especial abun- 
dance was the invisible action of the angel of God, which the 
apostle, the seer of secrets, interpreted in such a manner; but 
for others it was a usual action of the elements of Nature, as 
which, it seems, it appeared to the sick man who was here cured 
by Christ. 

Whosoever first stepped in: The expression does not seem to 
indicate that only one was cured, the first who stepped in after 
its troubling; but that in general, the water immediately after 
the troubling exerted a special, unusual, curative power, and 
then lost its energetic action, and only those who managed to 
get in immediately after the troubling were cured; then the 
water lost its power and did not exert such an unusual action. 

Was made whole: From the account of the narrator it does 
not appear that the cure took place at once, suddenly, miracu- 
lously, as in the case of the healing of the sick by Christ; 
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perhaps it was gradual, receiving only the first impulse from 
the curative spring. In the latter case, the sudden cure of the 
impotent man who was lying there was the more striking. 

Which had an infirmity: It does not appear which; as can be 
seen from what follows, he could not walk freely, was infirm in 
his legs, and had been lying thirty-eight years, that is, had been 
sick for thirty-eight years, but was himself older. The long 
duration and apparent incurability of the disease made exceed- 
ingly striking the miracle of healing which was performed on 
him. 

Knew that he had been now a long time in that case: He learned 
it from others who were there, or directly through his divine 
omniscience; had been, that is, in that disease. 

Wut thou be made whole? A question which has for its pur- 
pose to rouse the energy of the sick man’s faith. The very 
necessity of the question compelled the sick man to concentrate 
his thoughts and to turn them to the face of him who was ask- 
ing, and to expect succour from him. But, evidently, the sick 
man did not understand to what the speech of his interlocutor 
was tending ; he turned in thought to the medicinal spring and 
seemed to be complaining because he could not make use of its 
curative power. 

Sir: That is, I] want to be well, but have no man who could 
help me to be healed in this pool, when the water is troubled. 

While I am coming: The sick man could walk, but only 
slowly, and was not able to anticipate the others, while the 
others got ahead of him and snapped their cure away from him. 
He answers very meekly, without expressing any blasphemy, 
does not deny Christ, who seems to have proposed an irrelevant 
question, does not curse the day of his birth, as we of little faith 
do, even in the slightest indisposition, and answers meekly and 
timidly. 

Rise, etc.: The Lord took pity on him who had suffered so 
long and, seeing the possibility of faith in him, cured him with 
his mighty word. 

Take up thy bed: See note to Matt. ix. 6-7. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI, pp. 166~—168): 


Comme l’auteur ne précise pas |’époque de l’année ot ce fait a 
dfi se passer, il est inutile de se livrer a des conjectures pour dé- 
terminer la féte en question. Les copistes, qui ont biffé l’article, 
ont sans doute été du méme avis (une féte quelconque). La féte, 
dans la pensée du rédacteur, pouvait étre celle ot les Juifs se 
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rendaient & Jérusalem de préférence, une Pique. Mais cela 
n’est pas absolument nécessaire; c’était toujours celle qui amena 
Jésus, et les récits de ce livre nous représentent Jésus comme 
ayant la coutume de se rendre assez régulierement aux fétes. 
On comprend que cet article géuait les lecteurs ; mais on ne voit 
pas pourquoi on laurait ajouté, s'il n’était pas authentique. La 
principale raison qu’on sait alléguer contre la Paque, c’est 
qu’alors il y en aurait une de plus, et l’on a pourtant souveraine- 
ment décidé que Jésus n’a pu vivre et voyager aussi longtemps. 
Par ce motif, on se rabat ici sur Ja féte de Purim (les Saturnales 
des Juifs), célébrée en Février ou Mars. 

Rien de certain sur emplacement et sur la construction du 
bassin de Bethesda. Le lieu qu’on nomme ainsi de nos jours ne 
porte plus de traces des anciens portiques et il n’y a plus d’eau. 
La porte du bétail a été probablement au nord-est, dans le 
voisinage du temple. 

Quant au phénomeéne physique qui se produisait dans le bassin 
(ébullition locale intermititente de Ja source), il parait qu'an- 
ciennement déja Vexplication que l’auteur en donne a soulevé 
des doutes. Il y a des manuscrits et autres témoins anciens qui 
omettent soit les derniers mots du v. 3 (qui attendaient, etc.), soit 
tout le v. 4, soit toutes ces parties du texte. Des critiques 
modernes, en grand nombre, ont jugé que ces témoingages étaient 
assez décisifs pour condamner les quatre lignes en question 
comme étrangéres 4 la rédaction primitive. On suppose alors 
qu’il y a Ja une légende judaique ou chrétienne qui aurait fini 
par trouver place dans le récit pour expliquer ce que dit le 
mmalade au v. 7, et qui, a tout prendre, serait indigne de l’apétre. 

A premiére vue, cette maniére de voir est assez plausible. 
Comme les Juifs et les chrétiens ne marchandaient nulle part 
intervention des anges dans les affaires de ce monde, on ne voit 
pas pourquoi elle aurait été effacée ici, si l’auteur en avait réelle- 
ment parlé dans ga narration. Cependant il y a aussi des argu- 
ments & faire valoir dans le sens opposé. La question n’est pas 
de savoir s’il y a moyen de donner une explication naturelle du 
phénoméne, ou si Jean a pu partager une opinion populaire ; il 
faut voir si l’ensemble de son texte demande que les phrases sus- 
pectes y soient comprises, ou si l’on peut les omettre sans déranger 
le reste. Or, on voit plus loin que l’auteur parle de agitation de 
eau comme d’une chose connue de ses lecteurs; il met dans la 
bouche du malade des paroles qui supposent que le lecteur sait 
déji de quelle condition tout exceptionnelle dépendait la guéri- 
son. Nous demanderons donc si |’auteur, qui ailleurs explique & 
ses lecteurs des détails que tous les Juifs, et surtout ceux de Jéru- 
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salem, pouvaient savoir, et cela par la simple raison qu’il n’écri- 

vait pas pour les Juifs, si l’auteur, disons-nous, a pu supposer que 
des étrangers connaitraient la nature particuliere de la source de 
Béthesda, si différente pourtant, par les phénoménes quelle pré- 
sentait, de toutes les autres qui servaient alors 4 des buains 
hygiéniques? Evidemment non! Il a df donner des explica- 
tions préalables, et le v. 7 reste inintelligible si l’on efface le 
4. et la moitié du 3°. Nous admettons donc que ce retranche- 
ment s’est fait aprés coup, comme celui, non moins remarquable, 
des v. 43 et 44 du 22° chapitre du Luc. Le phénoméne en lui- 
méime, tel que le passage suspect le décrit, n’a rien d’étrange ; 
Vaction de Veau jaillissante peut parfaitement avoir été plus 
forte dans l’espace restreint de l’embouchure. On nous a re- 
proché de vouloir maintenir la legon vulgaire, uniquement pour 
le plaisir d'attribuer a l’apdtre une superstition. Mais si les 
apotres, d’apres ce point de vue, font preuve de superstition en 
croyant & V’intervention des anges dans le monde physique, il 
faut biffer bien d’autres passages encore pour leur épargner ce 
reproche. 

Quoi qu’il en soit, le fait est raconté dans un tout autre but. 
Tl s’agit de caractériser l’action bienfaisante de Christ dans le 
monde, action sans doute essentiellement spirituelle, mais sym- 
bolisée par des guérisons du corps; et action permanente, non 
soumise & des conditions de temps et de circonstances extérieures, 
telles que seraient l’assistance de quelque autre force, naturelle ou 
surnaturelle, en dehors de lui, ou bien encore une régle légale qui 
efit pu le géner. C’est par cette derniére considération que le 
récit continue, ou plutot qu’il passe de la narration d’un fait a 
exposition des vérités absolues, de Vhistoire a la théologic. 
Jésus a voulu guérir un homme malade de paralysie depuis un 
temps immémorial; voici la légalité traditionnelle qui se met en 
travers. I] n’est pas difficile de saisir le sens profond du récit 
qui nous est offert. 

Le terme, dont )’auteur se sert pour motiver intervention de 
Jésus, a été traduit par le mot: sachant, et non: ayant appris. 
De fait, la premiére de ces expressions n’implique pas nécessaire- 
ment l’idée du miracle, mais elle ne l’exclut pas non plus, et nous 
eroyons devoir la maiutenir précisément par cette raison. * I] ne 
s’agit pas seulement de compassion et de miséricorde, mais de la 
manifestation d’une puissance supérieure. 


To my way of thinking, the peculiarity of this miracle 
as distinguished from the others, is this, that in the other 
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the miracle appears amidst what is natural, as a proof 
of the divinity of Christ; but here, on the contrary, the 
natural appears amidst what is miraculous, as a proof of 
the divinity of Christ. A sick man has been waiting for 
twenty years for a miracle to happen, and Jesus says to 
him, Do not wait for anything; what is in thee, that will 
be. Wake up. If thou hast the power to get up and 
walk, walk. He tried, got up, and walked. 

All this passage, which is taken as a miracle, is an 
indication of the fact that there can be no miracles, and 
that the man who is waiting for a miracle to happen 
is sick. That life itself is the greatest miracle, while the 
event itself is very simple, can frequently be seen in 
our midst. JI know a lady who lay in bed for twenty 
years and got up only when morphine injections were 
administered to her; after twenty years the doctor who 
administered the injections confessed to her that he 
injected water only, and when the lady heard that she 
tuok up her bed, and walked. 

The story about the pool is the same: it is narrated 
simply and chearly. Its significance is this, that mev 
wait for miracles, for God’s interference, but God is in 
them, God is life: so abandon thyself to it, believe it, 
and thou art alive. The whole subsequent discourse, 
save the interpolated ridicule of the belief in the Sabbath, 
which strengthens the meaning of the story about the 
pool, is only an elucidation of the idea that the one 
miracle, the one truth, the one power, is life, that life 
which is in every man and on which we ought to 
rely. 

9. "Hy 38 ocdBBarov John v. 9. Andonthe 9. ane happened ona 


ns saine day was the sab- Sabbath 
ee eee Dat heref 10. And the J id 
- rf I 10. e Jews therefore n e Jews sa 
ee Bnrey ms ons said unto him that was to the man, To-day 
"Tovdaio. Tw Tebeparrev- cured, It is the sabbath is the Sabbath: thou 
wevy, 2d BBardv éorivy' day; itis not lawful for shouldst not take up 
ovx terri cor apa. roy thee to carry thy bed. thy bed. 


xpaBBarov. 
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11. *ArexplOn avrois, 
‘O rovhoas pe Uyi, éxet- 
ybs yor elev, Apov Tov 
KpaBBardy gov, xal mept- 
WaTel. 

12. 'Hpwrnoav ody 
atrov, Tis éoriv 6 dvOpw- 
wos 6 elrwy cot, Apov 
Tov xpdBBardv cov, Kal 
WEPLTATEL ; 

13. 'O 6é€ iadels ovx 
noe tls écriv: 6 yap 
"Inoots étévevcev, bx dou 
bvros év TH Tory. 


14. Mera ratra eipl- 
oxes abrov 6 ‘Inoois év 
Twp lepp, Kal elev alTg, 
"Ide, vyens yéyovas: 
menkéri audprave, iva wn 
Xetpov rl gor yévntat. 

15. "AwydGev 6 dvOpw- 
wos, Kal dyyyyere Tos 
"Tovdalos, are “Inoods 
éoriv 6 Toujoas aurov 


wyey. 

16. Kal 6a rovro 
édlwxov rov ‘Inoovr ol 
"Tovdaior, Kal ét¢hrovy 
avrov amoxreivat, Ore 
ravra émole év oaf- 
Bary. 

17. ‘O 6 ‘Inaois 
drexplvaro avrots, ‘O 
marhp you tws dpte 
épydterar, kayw épyd- 
fouar. 

1%. Awa srotro od» 


uadrov &{nrouy avrov ol 
"Touvdatoe doroxretvat, bre 
ov wbvow édve 7d odp- 
Barov, d\\a xal rarépa 
Uiov édeye Tov Oedy, 
tcov édavrdy molovy TH 
ew. 

19. Arexplyaro ody 
6'Inoois xai elev adrois, 
"Auhv duhv rAéyw vury, 
ov dUvarar 6 vids movety 


dp éavrov ovder, édy uy 


11. He answered them, 
He that made me whole, 
the same said unto me, 
Take up thy bed, and 
walk. 


12, Then asked they 
him, What man is that 
which said unto thee, 
Take up thy bed, and 
walk? 


13. And he that was 
healede wist not who it 
was: for Jesus had con- 
veyed himself away, a 
multitude being in that 
place. 

14. Afterward Jesus 
findeth him in the tem- 

le, and said unto him, 
Zehold, thou art made 
whole: sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto 
thee. 


15. The man departed, 
and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus, which had 
made him whole. 


16. And therefore did 
the Jews persecute 
Jesus, and sought to 
slay him, because he 
had done these things 
on the sabbath day. 


17. But Jesus answered 
them, My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and I work. 


18. Therefore the Jews 
sought the more: to kill 
him, because he not only 
had broken the sabbath, 
but said also that God 
was his Father, makin 
himself equal with God. 


19. Then answered 
Jesus and said unto 
them, Verily, verily, 1 
say unto you, The Son 
can do nothing of him. 
self, but what he seeth 
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11. And he answered 
them, The man who 
raised me told me, Take 
up thy bed, and walk. 


12. And they asked 
him, What man is it 
who told thee, Take up 
thy bed, and walk? 


13. And the weak mau 
did not know who he 
was, for Jesus had se- 
cretly mingled with the 
people. 


14. Afterward Jesus 
met him in the temple, 
and said to him, Now 
thou art well; see to it, 
that thou makest no 
new mistakes, or thou 
wilt fare worse. 


15. And the man went 
and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus who had 
raised him. 


16. And the Jews at- 
tacked Jesus, for what 
he had done on the Sab- 
bath. 


17. Jesus answered 
them, My Father works 
without cessation, and 
so do I. 


18. And the Jews tried 
the more to kill him, 
because he not only had 
broken the Sabbath, but 
also called God his 
Father, and made him- 
self equal with God. 


19. And Jesus said 
Do you not understand 
that the son of man can 
do nothing of himself, 
if he did not know what 
the Father is doing? 
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tt Bréry Tov warépa 
mwowvrvra’ & yap dv éxet- 
vos won, Taira Kal 6 
vids duolws motel. 

20. ‘O yap marip 
ptret tov vldv, Kai mavTa 
delxvuciy aiT@ & avros 
moet’ Kai pelfova TOUTWY 
delfex atrw epya, iva 
duets Gauud enre. 

21. "Qowep yap 6 
warnp eéyelper Tovs ve- 
Kpovs Kat Cworotet, obrw 
Kal o vids ots Oder Swo- 
WOLee. 

22. Ov6e yap 6 rarnp 
kplve. ovdéva, aAAA THY 
kplaw wacav dédwxe TH 
vig: 

23. ‘Iva wdvres Tipa- 
a. Tov vidv Kafws Timor 
rovmarépa. 0 -¢N TiLwY 
Tov ulov, ob} Ting Tov 
warépa Tov wéuvavra 
aurdv. 

24. ‘Aunvy dunv r\éyw 
vty, Sri 6 Tov byor 
pou akovwy, Kal mic TEevWY 
To wéupyarrl pe, Exe 
fwnv atwuovy Kal els 
kplowv ovK EpxeTat, ddAG 
peTaBéBnxev éx Tov Pava- 
rov eis THY Cw. 

25. "Auhv duhv dNeCyw 
vuiv, Ore Epxetar wpa 
kal vuv éoriv, bre ol 
vexpol axovcovrac THs 
dws Tov viov Tov Beod, 
Kai of dxovoavres SHoov- 
Tal. 

26. “Qomwep yap 6 
marhp éegxe {why év 
€avT@, olrws Swe Kal 
To vig twhv exev év 
éaurq: 

27. Kat dtouvolav 5w- 
kev avrg@ «al xplow 
roveiy, Bre vids dvOpwrov 
éorl. 


the Father do: for what 
things soever he doeth, 
these also doeth the Son 
likewise. 


20. For the Father lov- 
eth the Son, and shew- 
eth him all things that 
himself doeth: and he 
will shew him greater 
worksd than these, that 
ye may marvel, 


21. For as the Father 
raiseth up the ‘lead,¢ and 
quickeneth them; even 
so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. 


22. For the Father 
judgeth no mans but 
hath committed — all 
judgments unto the Son: 


23. That all men should 
honour the Son, even as 
they honour the lather. 
He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not 
the Father which hath 
sent him. 


24. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that 
hearetht my word, and 
believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not 
come into condemna- 
tion 7 but is passed from 
death unto life. 


25. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The hour is 
coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they 
that hear shall live. 


26. For as the Father 
hath life in himself: so 
hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself ;* 


27. And hath given 
him authority to exe- 
cute judgment also: 
because he is the Son of 
man, 
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What the Father is do- 
ing, the son does also. 


20. The Father loves 
the son, and has shown 
him everything. And 
he will show him greater 
things, so that you will 
marvel, 


21. For as the Father 
rouses the mortals and 
vivities them, even so 


the son Vivities whom 
he will. 
22. For the Father 


does not choose, but has 
committed the choice to 
the son, 


23. That all men should 
honour the son, as they 
honour the Father. He 
who does not honour the 
son does not honour 
the Father, who has 
sent him. 


24. You understand 
that he who. under- 
stands my comprehen- 
sion and relies upon him 


who has sent me has 
non-temporal life, and 
for him there is no 
death, but he has 
already passed from 


death to life. 

25. Truly I tell you, 
The hour has come 
when the mortals will 
understand the voice of 
the son of God, and, 
having understood, will 
live. 


2. For as the Father 
lives in himself, so has 
he given to the son life 
in him; 


27. And has given him 
freedom to make a 
choice, and even by this 
he is a man. 
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28. My Oavydfere 
rovro: Oru Epxerar wpa, 
évy q mdvres of év Tots 
pvnuelors GkovcovTar T7HS 
Pwvyns avrov, 

20. Kal éxmropevcor- 
rat, of rd ayaa 7o17- 
gavres eis avaoTaci 
twhs, ol dé ta aida 
wpatavres els dvdoraccv 
Kpicews, 

30. Ov Svvapar éyw 
mowelv amr éuavrod ovdéy. 
Ka@ws dkovw, Kpivw: Kal 
” Kplows 9 éun dixala 
éorivy: bre od SnTw 7d 
Oé\nua 7d é€udv, adda 
To GéAnua TOU wéuwar- 
rds we warpds. 

31. "Edy éyo waprupd 
wepi €uavTou, 7 wapTtupla 
pou ovx Eariv adnOys. 

32. "Adros éorly 6 
paptup@v mepl éuov, Kal 
olda brit adnOHs ear 7 
paprupla fv paprupet 
wept éuov. 


36. Ta yap épya & 
Zowxé por 6 wrarnp tva 
Terewwow alra, aura Ta 
épya & éyw row papru- 
pec wept éuov, bre 6 
warhnp we awégTanke: 

37, Kal o wéupas pe 
warnp, avrds pepapTv- 
pnxe wept uot. obre 
gwvny avrov daxynKdare 
mwrore, ore eldos avrov 
éwpaxare. 

38. Kal rdv dbyor 
aurov ovx €xere pévovTa 
év vutv, bri bv dwdore- 
ev éxecvos, rovrw vpels 
ov wioTeEvere. 

39. Kpevvare ras 
ypagddas, bri vets Soxetre 
év avrais twhyv alwmoy 
tye. kal éxetval elocy al 
papTupovoas mwepl éuov- 


Same works that 


28, Marvel not at this: 
for the hour is coming, 
in the which all] that are 
in the graves shall hear 
his voice, 


29. And shall come 
forth; they that have 
done good, unto the 
resurrection! of life; 
and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation, 


30. I can of mine own 
self do nothing: as I 
hear, | judge: and my 
judginent is just; be- 
cause Il seek not mine 
own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath 
sent me. 


31. If I bear witness 
of myself, my witness is 
not true. 


32. There is another 
that beareth witness of 
me;and I know” that the 
witness which he wit- 
nesseth of me is true. 


36. For the works 
which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the 
if do, 
bear witness of me, that 
the Father hath sent 
me. 


And the Father 
himsetf, which hath 
sent me, hath borne 
witness of me. Ye have 
neither heard his voice 
at any time, nor seen” 
his shape. 


37. 


38. And ye have not 
his word abiding in you: 
for whom he hath sent, 
him ye believe not. 


39. Search the Scrip- 
tures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they 
which testify of me. 
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28. Do not marvel at 
this: for the hour has 
come, when all the mor- 
tals will understand the 
voice of the son of God. 


29. And those who 
have done good will 
enter into the awaken- 
ing of life; and those 
who have done evil will 
enter into the exile of 
death. 


30. I can do nothin 
of my own self: as 
understand, so I choose. 
My choice is correct, for 
1 do not seek my will, 
but the will of the 
Father who has sent 
me, 


31. If I were the only 
one to give assurance of 
myself, my assurance 
would be false; 

32. But there is an- 
other who assures con- 
cerning me that I am 
doing the truth. And 
you know that his assur- 
ance is correct as to my 
doing the truth. 

3%. For the works 
which my Father has 
taught me to fulfil, the 
same works that 1 do 
witness of me that the 
Father has sent me. 


37. And the Father 
who has sent me, he 
shows and has shown 
concerning me. But 
you have in no way un. 
derstood his voice, and 
you have not known 
who he is. 

38. And you have not 
within you the compre- 
hension, such as would 
abide in you, for you do 
not believe him whom 
he has sent. 


39. Read carefully the 


Scriptures: By them 
you think you have 
eterna) life; and they 


assure concerning me. 
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40. Kal ov 6€dere 
éetvy mpds pe, tva (why 
éxnre. 

41. Adgav mapa ap- 
Opwrwy ob hauBave: 

42. “ANN éyrwxa 
was, Ste Thy ayarny 
Tov Oeov ovx exere év 
EQUT OLS. 

43. "Eyo édfruda év 
T@ dvduaTe TOD warps 
pov, kal ob NAapBdaveré 
per édyv Gros EOD ev 
Tp dvopart T@ ldly, 
éxetvoy AjWeo Ge. 

44. lds d0vacbe vets 
mirevoa, Sdtav napa 
adA\A}AwY = AauBavovrTes, 
kal thy ddkav Thy rapa 
Tov pdvov OBeot ov f7- 
TELTE ; 

45. M7? Soxetre dre 
éya Karyyopicw vuav 
pos Tov warépay ear 
6 xarynyopOyv vuwry, Mw- 
ons, els dv vues drl- 
Kare. 

46. Ei yap ériorevere 
Mwoy, émisrevere av 
éuol- wept yap éyod 
€xetvos &ypawev. 

47. El 6é rots éxetvou 
Ypdmuaciw ov mioTeveTe, 
mis rots €uots prhyace 
TLOTEVCETE ; 


40. And ye will not 
come to me, that ye 
might have life, 


41. I receive not 
honour from men. 
42. But I know you, 


that ye have not the 
love of God in you. 


43. I am come in my 
Father’s name, and ye 
receive me not: if 
another shall come in 
his own hame, him ye 
will receive. 


44. How can ye believe, 
which receive honour 
one of another, and seek 
not the honour that 
cometh from God only? 


45. Do not think that 
JT wil] accuse you to the 
Father: there is one 
that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust. 


46. For had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he 
wrote of me, 


47. But if ye believe 
not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my 
words? 


ddl 


40. You will not be. 
lieve me that you will 
have life. 


41. Human judgments 
I do not receive. 


42. But I have learned 
that in you there is no 
truth and no love of 
God. 


43. I teach you in the 
name of my Father, and 
you do not receive my 
teaching. And if an- 
other will teach you in 
his own name, his teach- 
ing you will receive. 


44. What can you rely 
upon, since you receive 
your teaching from men, 
and do not seek the 
teaching that comes 
from the only son, who 
is of the same birth with 
the Father. 

45. I do not accuse you 
before the Father, but 
Moses, in whom you 
trust, accuses you. 


46. If you had believed 
Moses, you would be- 
lieve me too, for he 
wrote of me. 


47. If you do not be- 
lieve his writings, how 
can you believe my 
words? 


(a) A very important variation, accepted by Griesbach, 
reads, instead of tadeis healed, acbev@v weak, as it stands 


every where. 


(b) The man was as one dead because he believed in 
all the nonsense invented by the Jews, and was waiting 
for a miracle from without, and did not believe the life, 
Jesus showed him that all the stories 
about the pool were nonsense and a mere invention, and 


which was in him. 


that the only miracle was one’s own life. 


The man be- 


lieved him and became alive. The superstition is proved, 


332 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


the truth is proved, and the man is alive and walks. It 
seems there is no room for disputes here. No, men have 
some arguments to adduce. Why did he make a man 
alive on the Sabbath? On a Friday it was all mght to 
be alive, but on a Sabbath it was not. 

(c) In many texts waddAov is wanting. 

(d) Greater than the work of carnal healing. 

(e) There does not seem to be any need of proving to 
any one who has read the gospels in Greek that vexpos 
in the gospel language does not poles mean dead. It 
is enough to remember Matt. vi. 22, Let the dead bury 
the dead, and Verse 24 of the chapter under discussion, 
where it seems to be defined what is to be understood by 
VEK POS. 

(f) ovdéeva is wanting in many texts. 

(7) Kptow 1s in this “discourse used in two meanings: 
in the sense of choice and of sentence of deuth. Such 
a use of synonyms is peculiar to the language of the 
gospel of John. Such synonymous uses are found here 
with the words yapis, avacracis, and now with «piows. 
Here it is used in the sense of chovce. 

(2) In many texts the word ayy is wanting. 

(1) axovw to hear, to wnderstand, im the popular lan- 
guage. 

(j) Here «piow is used in the sense of sentence of 
death, 

(i) Many texts have ev avr@ instead of év éauro. 

(1) avaoctaow has the meaning of arousal, expulsion, 
destruction. In John these plays: on words are common : 
Yapis avtt yapiros, where yapis is used once in the sense 
of love, and the other time in the sense of worship. Here, 
too, avactacts arousal is opposed to dvdoracis expulsion. 

Only with such an interpretation do we get any sense 
at all. “Avacracis xpicews has no meaning, if advdoracis 
means arousal, regeneration, resurrection ; the only possi- 
bility of explaining it is to give to dvdctaaw Cwis the 
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meaning of arousal, and to dvactacis xpicews the mean- 
ing of expulsion, destruction. 
Gi Many see have olédate. 


Verses 33—3° 


5 and the beginning of 36 about John add 


nothing to the ide aud break the sense, Not only 
I am a witness, but also my works. 
(7) I translate ewpaxate by you did not know him. 


THE PARABLE OF THE INHERITANCE 
11. "Axouvdvrwy 6é Luke vir. 11. And as 
airav raira, mpocbels they heard these things, 


elre mapapornv, bua Td 
eyyus avrov elvat ‘lepov- 
cakhu, Kal doxety avrous 
drt wapaxphua pwédrer 
7 Bacirteia Tov Ceod 
avapalveo Gat: 

12. Kivev ofv, “Av- 
Oowmds Tis elryevns €1ro- 
pevdn eis ywpav wakpav 
AaBety éaur@m Baccdrelay, 
kal vrootpéyat. 

15. Kadéoas 6é déxa 
SovAovs éavTov, edwxKev 
avrots d€xa mwvas, 

15. Kal @ pueév &bwxe 
mwévte TddavTa, w dé 
dto, @ dé ey, éxdorw 
kara Thy ldlav dvvayy 


18. Kal efre mpods 
avrovs, Ipayuarevoac Ge 
Ews Epy oma. 

16. Kal dredAunoev 
evdéws. 

16. Tlopev6els 6é 6 ra 
wévre TtTaddavra aBwr, 
elpydoaro éy avrots, Kal 


érolncev dddAa wévre 
Tad\avra. 

17. ‘Qeatrws Kal 6 
Ta dvo, exépinoe kal 
avrdos dda dvo. 

14. Ob 6& wodtrar 


avrod éulgovy avrov, kal 


he added and spake a 
parable, because he was 
nigh to Jerusalem,@¢ and 


because they thought 
that the kingdom of 
God should = immnedi- 


ately? appear. 


12. He said therefore, 
A certain nobleman 
went into a far country 
to receive for himself 
a kingdom, and to re- 
turn. 


13. And he called his 
ten servants, and deliv- 
ered them ten pounds. 


Matt. wrv. 15. Ande 
unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, 
and to another one; to 
every man according to 
his several ability. 

Luke xix. 13. Andsaid 
unto them, Occupy till 
1 come. 


Matt. rvxv. Db. And 
straightway took his 
Jeu 


Then he that had 
entea the five talents 
went and traded with 
the same, and made 
them other five talents. 


17. And likewise he 
that had received two, 
he also gained other 
two. 

Luke vix. 14. But his 
citizens hated him, and 
sent a message after 


(THE TALENTS) 


11. When they heard 
this, Jesus added and 
spoke a parable, that 
they might not think 
that the kingdom of 
(cod would come with- 
out an effort. 


12. He said, A certain 
nobleman received an 
inheritance and had to 
go toa distant kingdom 
to get it, and to return. 


13. So he called his ten 
servants, and gave them 
his property. 


15. To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, 
and to’ another one; to 
every man accor ding to 
his ability. 


13. And said to them, 
Turn it to account. 


15. And himself went 
away. 


16. Then the man who 
had received the five 
talents went and traded 
with them, and made 
other five talents. 


17. And likewise did 
he who had two talents. 


14. But the country- 
men of the man had no 
use for him, and an- 
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dwéorekay mperBelav 
drlaw avrov, AéyorTes, 
Ov GéXouev TovTov Baci- 
Nevoa ep HuGs. 

15. Kal éyévero év 
Tw émaveNOety avrov 
NaBdvra Thy Bacidelay, 
kal elre PwrnOjvar aiTy 
Trovs dovAous TovTous ols 
éSwxe TO apyuvpiov, iva 
yup ths rl dcempayuarev- 
Taro. 


19. Kal ovvalpes per’ 
aurwy Adyov. 

20. Kat mpocedOwv 6 
ra méyre Tradavra da- 
Bov, mpoonveyxev Gdda 
wévre Tddavra, héywr, 
Kupee, wévre rddavra 
pot mapédwxas: (de, dAda 
wévre tddavTa éxépdnea 
éx avrots. 

21. “Edn d¢ abrg o 
Kvpios abrov, Ev, dovXe 
ayade xal misrée, éri 
érAlya Fs micros, énl 
wo\\wyv oe KaracThow: 
elaedOe els ThY yxapav 
Tov Kxuplov gov. 

22. Wpooed@wv 6é¢ xal 
6 Ta do rddavTa Aafwv 
ele, Kipie S00 tddavrd 
po. wapédwxas: (de, Adda 
bto0 rddavra éxépdnoa 
ér avrois. 

17. Kal elrev atrg, 
Kb, dyabe Sovre- Bre ev 
éhaxlory micros éyévou, 
toh €Eovciavexwy érdvw 
déxa mbdewy. 


18. Kal #d\Gev 6 det- 
Tepos, Aéywr, Kupie, F 
va cov érolnoe wévre 
pvas. 

23. "Edn atr@ 6 xv- 
pws atrov, Ev, dotde 


him, saying, We will 
not have this man to 
reign over us. 


15. And it came to 
pass, that when he was 
returned, having  re- 
ceived the kingdom, 
then he commanded 
these servants tv be 
called unto him, to 
whom he had given the 
money, that he might 
know how much ever 
man had gained by trad- 


ae 
Matt. xxv. 19. And 
reckoneth with them. 


20. And so he that 
had received five tal- 
ents came and brought 
other five tulents, say- 
ing, Lord, thou deliver- 
edst unto me five tal- 
ents: behold, I have 
gained beside them five 
talents more. 


21. His lord said unto 
him, Well done, thou 
good and faithful serv- 
ant: thou hast been 
faithful over ai few 
things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord. 


22. He also that had 
received two talents 
came and said, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto 
me two talents: behold, 
I have gained two other 
talents beside them. 


Luke xix. 17. And he 
said unto him, Well, 
thou good servant: be- 
cause thou hast been 
faithful in a very little, 
have thou authority 
over ten cities, 


18. And the second 
came, saying, Lord, thy 
pound hath gained five 
pounds. 


Matt. rxrv. 23. His 
Jord said unto him, 
Well done, good and 
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nounced to him, We will 
not have thee asa king. 


15. And it came to 
pass, that that man re- 
ceived the kingdom and 
returned home and sent 
for the servants, to 
whom he had given the 
money, that he might 
know how much each 
had gained. 


19. And he asked for 
their accounts. 


20. And he who had 
received five talents 
came and brought other 
five talents, and said, 
Master, thou pavest me 
five talents: I have 
pained five talents more 
with them. 


21. And his master 
said to him, Well done! 
Thou art a good and 
faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful in 
little things, I will put 
thee in charge of rreater 
things. Rejoice with thy 
master. 


22. Then came another 
to whom two talents had 
been given, and said, 
Master, thou gavest me 
two talents, and I have 
gained two more with 
them, 


17. And the master 
said to both, Well done! 
You are good and faith- 
ful servants. You have 
been faithful in small 
things, and so I will put 
you in charge of greater 
things: Rejoice with the 
master. 

1h. And another to 
whom one talent had 
been given came, and 
said, Master, with thy 
talent I have gained five 
more. 
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ayabé xal mire, éxi 
éXlya Fs meords, él 
TWOANWY GE KATACTIIOW: 
eloehOe els Tiv xapav 
Tov Kkuplov gov. 

24. Ipoced@wyv Se xa 
6 70 éy Tdd\avroy elAngws 
elrre, Kupte, €yvwr oe 8rt 
oKxnpds el dvOpwiros, be- 
pltwv brov ovk éxtreipas, 
kal guvdywv b6ev ov 
dteokdprricas: 


25. Kal  goBnéels, 
amreNOwy eéxpyya 7d 
tddavréy cov év Tn YT" 
t5e, Exes 7d ody. 

26. “Aroxpibels dé 6 
KUpios avTou elev avTy, 
Ilovnpe dove kal dxvnpe, 
joes bre Oepltw Sirov ovK 
éomeipa, kai cuvdyw dev 
od dueckdprica: 


23. Kai dart ov« 
Zdwkas 7d apyvpiby pov 
éri thy rTpdmefay, kal 
éyw Mwy adv rdkw av 
émpata avr; 

24. Kai rots ape- 
oT wow elev,” Apare ar 
avrov Thy uvav, kal ddTe 
Tp Tas déxa pvas Exovre, 


25. (Kal elroy avira, 
Kupie, éxer Séxa pas.) 


26. Aéyw ydp vty, 
Sri ravrl Te exovTe 


SoOjoerar: dmrd dé Tov 
uh exovros, cal & tye 
dpOhjoera: dw avrod. 

30. Kai rdv dyxpetov 
Sotroy éxBddrXcere els 7d 
oxdros Td éfwrepoy. 

27. IIAnvy rods éx- 
O@povs pou éxelvous, Tovs 
LY Oedjoavrds we Bact- 
Nedoar ér av’rovs, dyd- 
yere be, kal xatacpd- 
tare Eumrpooddry pov. 


faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy lord. 


24. Then he which had 
received the one talent 
came and said, Lord, 
I knew thee that thou 
art a hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not 
sown, and gathering 
where thou hast not 
strewed: 


25. And I was afraid, 
and went and hid thy 
talent in the earth: lo, 
there thou hast that is 
thine. 


26. His lord answered 
and said unto him, Thou 
wicked and slothful ser- 
vant, thou knewest that 
1 reap where I sowed 
not, and gather where 
I have not strewed: 


Luke xix, 23. Where- 
fore then gavest not 
thou my money into the 
bank, that at my coming 
I might have required 
mine own with usury ? 


24. And he said unto 


them that stood by, 
Take from him the 
yound, and give it to 
lim = that ath ten 
pounds. 


25. (And they said unto 
him, Lord, he hath ten 
pounds.) : 

26. For I say unto you, 
That unto every one 
which hath shall be 
given; and from him 
that hath not, even that 
he hath shall be taken 
away from him. 

Matt. wxrv. 30. And 
cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer dark- 
ness. 

Luke xix. 27. But those 
mine enemies, which 
would not that 1 should 
reign over them, bring 
hither, and slay them 
before me, 
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24. And he to whom 
oue talent had been 
riven, came, and said, 

aster, here is thy tal- 
eut. I knew that thou 
art a hard man, taking 


where thou hast not 
placed, and reaping 
where thou hast not 


sown. 

25. And I was afraid 
of thee, and wrapped it 
inacloth, and hid it in 
the earth. Here it is, 
take it. 

26. And his master 
said to him, Thou art 
a bad and lazy servant. 
According to thy speech 
will I judge thee. Thou 
knewest that lama hard 
man, taking where I do 
not place, and reaping 
where I do not sow: 

23. Why, then, didst 
thou not turn my money 
to account? Then I[ 
should have received it 
with usury at my com- 
ing. 


24. And the master 
said to his servants, 
Take from him the tal- 
ent, and give it to him 
who has ten. 


25. And they said, 
Master, he has already 
ten. 

26. I tell you, A surplus 
will be given to him who 
saves; and from him 
who does not save, even 
what he has will be taken 
from him. 


30. And take the use- 
less servant and throw 
him out, 


27. But my enemies, 
who did not want me to 
be their king, shall not 
exist for me. 
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(a) I omit the words, Because he was nigh to Jeru- 
salem, aS in no way connected with the meaning of the 
parable. If they are to be understood as they are gen- 
erally understood, that Jesus is denying the opinion of 
his disciples, that the kingdom of God will soon be made 
manifest in Jerusalem, the whole parable becomes sense- 
less. Therefore I prefer to throw out the above words, 
and to retain the profound meaning of the parable, which 
is directly connected with the preceding parables. That 
this parable is accidentally and arbitrarily referred by 
Luke to the expectation of the accusation of the king 
is proved by the fact that by Matthew this parable is 
referred to the elucidation of the idea that we must 
always be prepared for the coming of the son of man. 

I choose the parable according to Luke, because it 
includes the parable according to Matthew 

(b) wapaypypua I translate by without effort. 

(c) I combine the parable of Matthew and of Luke into 
cne, since they complement one another, and have the 
same significance, except that something is omitted in 
one, and something in the other. 


The nobleman who departs from his house to become a 
king is God, the comprehension, the spirit. His depar- 
ture from the world, which at the same time is his house, 
expresses the same ilea which is expressed in Mark’s 
parable of the sower who until the harvest does not 
trouble himself about the seeds, and the parable of the 
leaven. Having endowed men with the comprehension, 
God leaves them to live alone. The possessions which 
he distributes to his servants are the comprehension. 
The varying quantities of the talents given to each are 
the different degrees ¢ apetition 
of the parable of the seeds which fell by the wayside, on 
the stones, and in the thorns. Here there can no longer 
be any doubt as to the increase depending on God, on 
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external causes. Here it says outright that the entrance 
into the kingdom of God depends directly on the effort 
exerted by each person; only the degree of the compre- 
hension depends on external causes. The countrymen 
of the nobleman, who do not wish to acknowledge him as 
their king, are the men who have not the comprehension, 
the men of darkness, of that which does not exist for God. 
It is that which is expressed by the tares in the parable 
of the sower and the tares. The return of the nobleman 
is the completion of the whole life, what is expressed in 
the parable of the tares, their burning; the same that is 
expressed in the parable of the drawnet; the same that 
is expressed in John by the word death. 

The accounts of the servants are the condition of 
those who have had the comprehension, as a seed. The 
accounts of the first two servants are the condition of 
those who have retained the comprehension, as the seeds 
on the good ground; their reward is the union with the 
master. The account of the last servant is the condition 
of him who, having the comprehension, has not retained 
it, like the seeds by the wayside, on the stones, and in 
the thorns. He is a useless servant, he does not exist 
for the comprehension. The countrymen who have not 
acknowledged the king are the men outside the compre- 
hension, — they, too, do not exist for the comprehension. 

The talent is the comprehension in man. The servant 
who worked with it gained something and fulfilled the 
will of his master. The master received him as his 
companion, — he united with his master. 

The comprehension and life remained comprehension 
and life. But the bad servant hid his talent; he said 
to himself, I do not want to know the master, I want to 
work for myself; but the master’s talent accused him, 
and so he buried the talent, so as not to think of the 
master. The life of the comprehension is given to the 
servant, but he does not want to work for it; he thinks 
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that it is foreign and useless to him, and he hides it from 
hunself, so that he may work for the flesh, for bodily 
food, and not for the fulfilment of the master’s will. The 
bad servant did not understand that the hfe of the com- 
prehension is not given for the master, but for himself. 
He said to himself, The master wants to take from me 
what he has not given me, my carnal pleasures; but I 
will not give them to him,—JI will live for them. But 
the life of the comprehension will be such as it is. And 
the master came and, seeing that the hfe of the compre- 
hension did not grow in this man, took it away. 

The seed of the divine spirit is planted in all hearts 
alike, and every man may increase in himself this seed of 
the spirit. God has given to each the spirit. Some, hav- 
ing received this spirit, took a liking for it, made it grow, 
doubled it, and brought forth fruit, each according to his 
ability ; but the others, like those who informed the lord 
that they would not be under his power, lke that last 
servant, said to themselves, Why shall I give up the life 
of the flesh, the carnal pleasures, for the sake of the spirit, 
which is not mine? He wants me, for the sake of the 
spirit, to give up to him what he has not given me, — my 
carnal hfe. I shall. do better to hide as far as possible 
from me this germ of the spirit, which 1s given to me, and 
I will live the life of the flesh. But he lost even the last 
germ of the divine spirit, and his carnal hfe ended in 
death. 

Life is abroad in all men. He who recognizes in him- 
self the son of man will live the true life, will acquire the 
true life. The true life can be neither more nor less. If 
in the earthly life some men appear to us to have more, 
and others less, some five talents, and others two or one, 
they are all alike for the true life, they all exist for the 
master’s joy. Only he who has hid this life away de- 
prives himself of his own accord of life, and passes out of 
the sphere of life into the darkness, 
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This parable expresses also this, that the human concep- 
tions about justice are inapplicable to the question of life 
and death. 

The conception of the Old Testament, that God rewards 
for such and such works, and punishes for such other, is 
false. There are no rewards, no punishments. He who 
holds on to life gets even more; he who does not hold on 
to life has life taken from him. As in the beginning of 
the Gospel, so also in the discourse with Nicodemus, and 
so in all the parables and discourses, Jesus says the same, 
that life is only the comprehension. Life is only life to 
the extent to which it is the comprehension. The animal 
life Jesus calls death, and he calls it so since it is indeed 
but a moment which ends in eternal death. And so we 
must not think that man with his feet and hands is all 
alive. Alive is only that which recognizes its divinity. 
Men must not look upon themselves as living beings only 
because they move, eat, breathe, but because they acknowl- 
edge themselves to be the children of God. We do not 
know and cannot know where the beginning of all this 
terrestrial world is. All that we know is the comprehen- 
sion which is given to us, and by it alone can we live. 
The Lord gave his talents to men and left them in their 
possession, and went away. God has implanted his com- 
prehension in men and left them in the world of death. 
Even if men do not feel the power of the Lord over 
them, they none the less have those talents of the 
Lord, which have been given to them, and they have to 
do something with them. The comprehension is given 
to men. It is given in varying degrees, but it is given 
to all, and they have to do something with it. And 
every man does with this comprehension what he pleases. 
One works much, another less, a third does nothing, a 
fourth does not recognize it at all. But the question is 
not as to what he has worked, but as to whether he has 
comprehended that within him is life and whether he 
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has worked over that which is life, has striven to increase 
life. 

And with men does not take place what we are accus- 
tomed to regard as just, that is, that for great work there 
should be a corresponding reward, that a man who has 
done nothing harmful should not suffer, that a man should 
be responsible for what he is guilty of. 

All that is so when we represent to ourselves some 
human power which punishes for what we consider bad, 
and rewards for what we consider good; but that is not 
so when we contemplate the essence of life itself. 

From the very beginning to the end Jesus says that 
there can be no rewards and no punishments, either from 
men, or from God. The comprehension is in itself the 
true good, and the aim, and the means, and the hfe. 
Consequently, he who has the comprehension and has 
transferred his life into it has hfe. He who has it not 
and does not place his efforts in it has no life. 

From a general point of view: Though many seeds will 
fall on the stones and by the wayside, the other seeds 
which fall on the good ground will make up for them, and 
there will be a harvest. The seeds which have fallen on 
the stones and by the wayside are not guilty and are not 
punished, and those that have fallen on the good ground 
are not rewarded; but in order that there should be a 
harvest, the seeds that have fallen on the good ground 
must bring forth fifty-fold and more. The comprehension 
in the world in general returns to God, though many 
human beings lve without this comprehension; many 
bear this comprehension and increase it. 

From the personal point of view: To each a talent is 
given, and it is not possible to forget it. If thou forget- 
test it, thou showest that thou dost not need it, and it 
will be taken from thee. If thou forgettest like that 
servant, and wilt assert thy justice, thou wilt accuse thy- 
self. What good will it do thee, if thou hidest it in the 
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ground? It must be given to him who has gained some- 
thing by his. The comprehension is in all men, it is life. 

If thou dost not wish to go toward life, life will get 
away from thee. There are no rewards and no punish- 
ments for men. Men do not live for themselves. If they 
did, there would be rewards and punishments for them. 
Men do not live for themselves, but God in men lives for 
himself. 

If a man lives for God, he lives. If he lives for him- 
self without God, he does not live, and as it is impossible 
to live more or less, it is impossible not to live more or 


less, — man lives, or does not live. 
ment, no reward, but there is life and death. 
Christ’s teaching 1s only a teaching of what life and 


what death is. 
death. 


31. “Ev 6¢ r@ peratd 
npwrwy avTrov ol padn- 
ral, déyovres, ‘Papi, 
Paye. 

32. ‘O dé elev avrots, 
"Eyo Bodow éxw payety 
Av vets ovx ofdare. 

33. "EdXeyov ody ol 
padnral mpds ddA ous, 
Maris Aveyxev avr@ pa- 
yEtY ; 

34. Aéyer avrots 6 
"Inoots, "Eudy Bpdud 
éoriv, tva mow TO 0éX7n- 
pea Tov réuwbavrds pe, Kal 
TedeLwaw avTou 7d epyov. 

35. Ody vets Aéyere, 
Sri eri rerpdunvoy ore, 
kal 6 Oepiopds Epxerat ; 
lod, Aéyw viv, érdpare 
Tovs dPOarpovs Una, Kal 
GOedoacbe Tas ywpas, dre 
Aeuxal eloe wpds Oepio pov 


Gon. 


John iv. 31. In the 
meanwhile his disciples 
orayed him, saying, 
aster, eat. 


32. But he said unto 
them, I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. 


33. Therefore said the 
disciples one to another, 
Hath any man brought 
him aught to eat? 


34. Jesus saith unto 
them, My meat is to do 
the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his 
work. 


35. Say not ye, There 
are yet four months, and 
then cometh harvest? 
behold, I say unto you, 
Lift up your eyes, and 
look on the fields; for 
they are white already 
to harvest. 


There is no punish- 


Life is comprehension, everything else is 


OF THE BREAD OF LIFE 


31. Once his disciples 
asked him, Teacher, hast 
thou eaten? 


32. And he said to 
them, I have food that 
you know not of. 


33. And the disciples 
said to one another, Has 
any one brought him 
something to eat? 


34. And Jesus said to 
them, My food is this, 
that I do the will of him 
who has sent me, and 
fulfil his works. 


35. Do not say, There 
are four months yet, and 
then comes the harvest. 
I tell you, Lift up your 
eyes and look on the 
fields: they are white 
already for the harvest, 


342 


36. Kat 6 6epltwr 
pucOdy auBdve, «Kal 
ouvayer xapmov els (why 
alwvov tva Kal 6 orel- 
pwv onov xalpy Kai o 
Gepiiwy. 

37. ‘Ev yap rovry 6 
Abyos éoriy 6 adrnOAcvds, 
Sri EdXos €oriv 6 omel- 
pw, xal addos 6 Geplfwr. 

38. 'Eyo drdéoreda 
Uuas Oepltery § ody vpers 
Kexomidxare: AdXor KEKo- 
midxact, Kal Uuets els TOY 


36. And he that reap- 
eth receiveth wages, and 
dea eae fruit unto 
ife eternal: thate both 
he that soweth and he 
that reapeth may rejoice 
topether. 


37. And herein is that 
saying true, One sow- 
eth, and another reap- 
eth. 


38. I sent you to reap 
that whereon ye be- 
stowed no labour : other 
men laboured, and ye 
are entered into their 
labours. 
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36. And he who reaps 
is paid, and he gathers 
fruit for the non-tem- 
poral life, so that he 
who has sowed rejoices 
with him who reaps. 


37. For the proverb is 
true, One sows, and an- 
other reaps. 


38. I teach you to reap 
where you did not Ja- 
bour. Others laboured, 
but you participate in 
the labour of others. 


xérov alrwy eicednrv- 
Gare. 


(a) tva is used here in the sense of wore. 
(b) Your carnal life. 


These verses are not clear. By the church they are 
explained more obscurely still. The church understands 
this to be said of the Samaritans who are roused to the 
teaching. In my opinion the meaning of this passage is 
this: having told his disciples that his food is the fulfil- 
ment of the divine will, the same that he told him- 
self in the wilderness, the same that he told the woman 
of Samaria, Jesus says, The fulfilment of God’s will 
must not be put off, as one puts off the harvest to 
the time when it is mpe. This harvest is always ripe, 
that is, the execution of God’s will is always possible, 
when the food of this execution 1s your carnal life, and 
there is always something to reap, to offer as a sacrifice 
to the spirit. He who reaps receives his reward, — non- 
temporal life. And this is an equal joy to him who reaps 
and to him who sows, that is, the man who reaps is he 
who lives in the spirit, and God the Father is he who has 
implanted his spirit in men. And so the proverb is cor- 
rect, What one sows, another reaps. God sows, and man 
reaps. I teach you to reap, to cut down what you have 
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not laboured on, for God has made for you your carnal 


life. 


Verses 39-42 have no meaning, and so I omit them. 
They tell about how the Samaritans believed him. 


27. 'Epydtecbe py 
Thy Bpwow THY aTroh- 
Aupéevny, GA\AA THY Bow- 
oi. Thy pévovoay els 
fwhy alwmov, Hy 6 ulds 
Tov avOpurrou vuty Owoer’ 
TouUTov yap 6 waTip éc- 
ppayicev d Oeds. 

28. Elrov otv mpods 
avrov, Th mowmpev, iva 
épyatwueda Ta Epya Tov 
Qeot ; 

29, "Amexpl0n 6 “In- 
gous xal elrev avrots, 
Todrd éore rd Epyov rob 
Geo’, tva micrevante els 
bv dréaredev Execvos. 

30. Elfrrov oty air, 
Tl od» rrovets oD oOnmEtor, 
iva tSwuev cal miorev- 
owudv gor; Th épyagn ; 


(a) épyafw with 
(b) Bpacts food, 


John vi. 27. Laboura 
not for the mneat which 
perisheth, but for that 
meat? which endureth 
unto everlasting life, 
which the Son of man 
shall rive unto you: for 
him hath God the Fa- 
ther sealed. 


28. Then said = they 
unto him, What shall we 
do, that we might work 
the works of God? 


29. Jesus answered 
and said unto them, 
This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent. 


30. They said therefore 
unto him, What sign 
shewest thou then, that 
we may see, and believe 
thee? what dost thou 
work? ‘ 


27. And Jesus said to 
the multitude, You are 
caring for your earthly 
food, but I tell you, 
Earn not the perishable 
food, but the one which 
will endure into ever- 
lasting life, which the 


son of man will give 
you: on him is God’s 
seal. 


23. And they said to 
him, What must we do 
that we may do the 
works of God? 


29. And Jesus replied 
to them, This is the 
work of God, that you 
trust him whom he has 
sent, 


30. What oem will 
thou give us that we 
may believe thee? What 
art thou doing? 


the accusative means to earn, lay by. 


in elther sense. 


The church understands these words of Jesus to mean 


that Jesus commands them to believe in himself. 


Jesus 


says nothing of the kind; he exhorts them to believe in 
what he says, and the answer of the Jews shows that 
they do not even mean to understand him in such a way. 
Thou commandest us to believe in him whom he has 


sent. Well, what 


31. Ol marépes nua 
ro pavva Eparyoy év TT 
éptuw, Kadws €ore ‘ye- 
ypauuévor, ‘“Aprov ék 
Tod ovpavol EdwKev avrots 


paryety.’ 


art thou doing ? 


John vi. 31. Our fathers 
did eat manna in the 
desert; as it is written 
He ave them bread 
from heaven to eat. 


31. Our fathers ate 
Manna in the desert, as 
it is written, He gave 
them bread from heaven 
to eat. 


344 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


In order not to get mixed in the comprehension of the 
subsequent words about the eating of the body and blood 
of the son of man, which have called forth so many idola- 
trous explanations, we must not lose sight of the sense of 
the whole discourse, and must remember that the first 
idea of Christ’s teaching during the temptation in the 
wilderness presented itself to him in the comparison of 
the earthly food with the divine food, and that apros is 
not exactly food, but eating, and so has the meaning both 
of food and of rearing. In response to the temptation 
with food, he replied to himself that man is not satisfied 
with bread, but with the divine spirit which proceeds 
from the mouth, that is, not with the flesh. In his con- 
versation with the woman of Samaria he expressed in the 
same way the essence of his teaching (John iv. 14): If 
thou knewest the gift of God, thou wouldst thyself ask 
me to drink not the water of the earth, after which one 
wants to drink again, but such as satisfies one completely, 
after which there is no more thirst. In the sermon on 
the mount he again expresses the same in the form of 
food, when he says that the soul is more than food. 

To his disciples he says, My food does the will of him 
who has sent me, and his works. 

Here the discourse begins with the same: Jesus says, 
Have no care for the perishable food, that is, do not think 
that the bread which you put into your belly gives you 
hfe, but have a care for the food which does not perish, 
for the comprehension. Our life is the comprehension, 
and the comprehension is more than food, — it alone is 
life. This real life is given to you by the son of man, 
with God’s seal on him, that is, the son of man who lives 
according to the law of God. 

The people ask him, What must one do in order to 
work for the true life, for this comprehension? Jesus 
replies that for this one has only to believe, to be fully 
convinced that life is comprehension, to live by that com- 
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prehension, and to rely on the hfe in the comprehension. 
To this the Jews adduce Verse 24 of Psalm Ixxvii.: And 
had rained down manna upon them to eat, and had given 
them of the corn of heaven, thus uniting into one the 
idea of manna as food with the corn of heaven. But 
the corn of heaven dptos é€« tov ovpavov has an entirely 
different meaning from what is meant by carnal food. 
The meaning of apros is expressed in Hebrew in the fol- 
lowing verses of the Book of Sirach and of the Proverbs 
of Solomon: 


Strach xv. 3. Gives him the bread of reason to eat, and the 
water of wisdom to drink. ; 

xxiv. 19. I have spread my branches, like a terebinth, and 
my branches are the branches of glory and of grace. 

20. J am like a grapevine which bringeth forth grace; and 
my flowers are the fruit of glory and of riches. 

21. Approach unto me, ye who want me, and still your 
hunger with my fruit. 

Prov, iz. 5. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which I have mingled. 
John vi. 32. Then 


32. Efrrev ody avrois 32. And Jesus said to 


6 ‘Inoots, “Auny dun 
Adyw vuty, OV Mwojs 
dédwxev vutv tov Aprov 
éx 7To0 ovpavov: adr 6 
marnp pou dldwow vty 
Tov &prov éx Tov o’pavov 
Tov adndivdv. 

30. ‘O yap Apros rot 
Ocot dori 6 karaBalywy 
éx Tov ovpavov, kal {why 
didovs TH Kbopy. 


Jesus said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, Moses gave you 
not that bread from 
heaven; but my Father 
riveth you the true 
read from heaven. 


33. For the bread of 
God is he which cometh 
down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the 
world. 


them, You know your- 
selves that it was not 
Moses who gave you this 
bread from heaven, but 
my Father gives you 
true bread from heaven. 


33. For the bread of 
God is that which comes 
down from heaven, and 
gives life to the world. 


Jesus at once corrects the misunderstanding which may 


arise from mixing up the two kinds of food, the manna 
from heaven with the bread of heaven, that is, with the 
law received by Moses from God in heaven. He says, 
the bread from heaven is not bread from heaven, that is, 
the law of God, because Moses gave it, but because it is 
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from God and gives life to the world. If the manna were 
under discussion, there would not in Verse 32 be a per- 
fect, which designates that God has given and gives the 
true bread, that is, the comprehension to the world, and 


there would not be a present tense in Verse 32. 


34. Elrrov otv mpds 
aurdvy, Kup, mdavrore 
dds nucy tov Aprov rov- 
TOP. 

35. Eltrre 5é@ avrois 6 
"Inoois, Eyub elu: 0 dpros 
rhs fwhs: 6 épxduevos 
wpos we ov uy revdon, 
kai 6 micTevwy els* ene 
ot uy Ouvnon wurore. 

36. "AAN elroy vpiv 
87. Kal éwpdxaré pe, Kal 
OU TLOTEVETE, 


John vi. 34. Then said 
they unto him, Lord, 
everinore give us this 
bread. 


35. And Jesus said un- 
to them, I¢ am the bread 
of life:' he that cometh¢ 
to me shall never 
hunger;« and he that 
believeth on me shall 
never thirst. 


36. But I said unto you, 
That ye also have seen 
me,¢ and believe not. 


(a) I,— my teaching. 
(6) The bread of life, — the law of life. 


(c) mevaw means to hunger, to be unsatisfied, suffer with 


a desvre. 


34. And they said to 
him, Then give us that 
bread. 


35. And Jesus said to 
them, I am the bread of 
life: he who gives him- 
self to me will never be 
hungry; and he who will 
believe me, will never 
thirst. 


36. But I have told you 
already, and you have 
seen and do not believe, 


The same is meant by éubao. 
y 


(d) Again the verb épyoua, which is with incredible 


stubbornness translated by to go. 


mean here? 
mean ? 


What can to yo to me 
It cannot mean to walk, so what does it 


Luke vi. 47. Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my say- 
ings, and doeth them, J will shew you to whom he is like. 

John i. 20. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

21. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 

John v. 40. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have 


life. 


John xiv. 6. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, 


and the life: 


no one cometh unto the Father, but by me. 


Acts xiz. 18. And many came, and confessed, and shewed 


their deeds. 
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*E€oporoyovpevor, according to the dictionary, means 
having united with some one. 

(¢) In many texts we, which destroys the sense, is 
wanting. Without this we it is clear that Jesus is re- 
ferring to what be said about the men who hear and do 
not understand, and who look and do not see. 


John vi. 37. All that 
the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and 


37. Everything which 
the Father gives me 
will come to me; and 


37. Tldv 8 dldwol por 
6 maThp, mpds éuée Hier: 


kai Tov épx buevov 1 pos him that cometh to mel him who gives himself 
pe ov ut ExPddrw ékw. will in no wise cast out. to ne. will not cause to 
perish. 


Everything which my Father has given in my charge, 
as the king gave the talents, will come back to me, as the 
talents given for increase came back, and he who follows 
me, my example, will not be cast into the outer darkness, 
will not be destroyed. In this verse, as also in the fol- 
lowing one, two ideas are expressed side by side: one, as 
to what the teaching of Jesus consists in; the other, what 
the consequences of his teaching will be. lay is of the 
neuter gender (and so it is translated by all) and refers to 
the principle of life which is received from the Father. 
Tov (translated by who) refers to him who follows the 
teaching. In the same way, all in Verse 39 designates 
the comprehension which the Father has given me, and 
was in Verse 40 designates every man who follows the 
teaching. 


38. Because I have 
come down from heaven, 
not to do my will, but 
the will of the Father 
who sent me. 


John. 38. For I came 
down from heaven, not 
to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent 
me. 


38. “Ort xaraBéBnxa 
éx Tov ovpavotl, ov>y tva 
wow Td OéAXnua TO eudy, 
a\Aa 7d OéAnua ToD 
mwéuwavrds pe. 

39. Totro b€ éore 7d 


39. And this is the 39. And the will of my 


Oérnua Tov méuparrds 
pe wrarpds, tva wav 8 dé- 
Swe wor, uh aroddow €f 
avrov, add\d dvaorhow 
avird éy ry éoxary 
nMEpG. 


Father’s will which hath 
sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me 
TI should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up 
again at the last day. 


Father who has sent me 
is this, that I should not 
cause to perish anything 
of what he has given me, 
but should keep it alive 
to the last day. 
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. 40. Totoro dé éori 7rd 
BAnua rod wéupavrds 
Me, tva was 6 Oewpuwy Tov 
vlov kal wriorevwr els av- 
Tov éxn Swhv alwnov, 
Kal dvactiow alrov éyw 
TD doxdry Hepa. 


40. And this is the will 
of him that sent me, 
that every one which 
seeth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on him, may have 


neta life: and I 
will ae im up at the 
last day. 
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40. For this is the will 
of him who has sent me. 
So that every one who 
has come to know the 
son Of man and believes 
in him has life. And I 
will keep him awake un- 
til the last day. 


(a) Here ought to be a period. The tva which follows 
has to be translated as though it were @o7ve, for which it 
is frequently used in John. 


The Jews ask, Show us what kind of food it is which 


gives life. 


He rephes, That you may see in me. 


1 live 


on this food alone, and this food is the execution of the 


Father’s will. 
so I do his will. 


My life is the comprehension of God, and 
3ut the will of the Father is this, that 


every man should comprehend the Father within him, 
and should to his last day live by this comprehension 


alone. 


41. "Eybyyviov of» ol 
"Tovdato: wept avrod, bre 
elev, Eyu efuc 6 &ptos 
6 KaTaBas éx Tov ovpavou, 

42. Kal édeyor, Ovx 
obrbs doriv Inoots 6 ulds 
"Iwond, ob nuets oldapev 
Tov warépa kal THY pun- 
répa; mas ody \éye ob- 
ros, Ore x Tod ovpavot 
xaraBéPnxa ; 


John vi. 41. The Jews 
then murmured at him, 
because he said, I am 
the bread which came 
down from heaven. 


42. And they said, Is 
not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? 
how is it then that he 
saith, 1 came down from 
heaven? 


41. And the Jews began 
to dispute, because he 
said, lam the bread who 
came down from heaven. 


42. And said, Is not 
this Jesus, the son of 
Joseph? We know his 
father and his mother. 
How then does he say 
that he came down from 
heaven? 


Reuss says that the character of the discourses of John 


consists in letting the interlocutors intentionally under- 
stand the words of Jesus in their coarsest sense. This 
remark is not always just, and in the present case the 
Jews know well what he is speaking about. The words, 
The bread from heaven, they understand precisely in the 
sense of the law of God. Their remark that he is the son 
of Joseph and that they know his relatives is the same 
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which is made in Luke after his preaching in Nazareth. 
Otherwise their words have no meaning. The fact that 
he is the son of Joseph or not, and their acquaintance 
with his relatives, do not elucidate or obscure the state- 
ment that he is a piece of bread that has come down 


from heaven. 


The surprise that he, the son of a car- 


penter, should give them the law of God is only natural. 


43. "Amexpl6n odv 6 
"Inoots xal elev avrots, 
Mh yoyyvtere per ad- 
AAwY. 

44. Ovddels ddvarai éd- 
Oety mpds we, av wh O 
waryp 6 wéupas we éd- 
Kvon avrév, kal éyw dva- 
ornow avrov ry éoxdry 
nuepa. 

45."Eori yeypaypévov 
év rots mpopyras, ‘ Kal 
écovra: mavres Sidaxrol 
Tou Qeov.’ was obv oO 
dxovoas rapa Tov rar pos 
kai padwy, pxerat wpds 
we: 

46. Ovx 8re Tov ta- 
Tépa tis éwpaxev, el uh 
0 Oy rapa Tov Oeov, ov- 
Tos €wpake TOY TaTépa. 


John vi. 43. Jesus 
therefore answered and 
said unto them, Murmur 
not among yourselves. 


44. No man can come 
to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw 
him: and I will raise him 
up at the last day. 


45. It is written in the 
rophets, And they shall 
e all taught of God. 
Every man _ therefore 
that hath heard, and 
hath learned? of the 
Father, cometh unto me. 


46. Not that any man 
hath seen the Father, 
save he which is of God, 
he hath seen the Father.¢ 


43. And Jesus an- 
swered and said to 
them, Do not dispute 
among yourselves. 


44, No mancan believe 
me, if the Father who 
has sent me does not 
draw him. And I will 
keep him awake to the 
last day. 


45. It is written in the 
Propnetss And you will 
ye all taught by God. 
He who Knows about the 
Father and has learned 
the truth will give him- 
self to me. 


46. Not that any man 
has seen the Father; but 
he who is in God has 
seen the Father. 


(a) The words, I will wake him at the last day, seem 


to me to be interpolated here. These words are a repetition 
of what was said before and introduce here an irrelevant 
thought about the consequences of following the teach- 
ing, and break the connection between Verses 44 and 45. 
These words are not clever and make no sense, and may 
be left out. 

(b) Many texts have pabav rnv adrnbeav having learned 
the truth. 

(c) This verse is almost a repetition of a verse of the 
first chapter. This verse answers directly the doubts of 
the Jews and their objections. 
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Their objections may be expressed as follows: What 
law of God canst thou, a simple carpenter, reveal to us? 
The law of God was revealed by Moses, who saw God 
himself. 

To this Jesus replies and speaks of God the spirit who 
is revealed in the souls of all men through the compre- 
hension. Not man in the flesh and blood sees the Father, 
but the comprehension knows the Father. 


John vi. 47. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, 
He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life. 
ie I am that bread of 
ife, 


47. Verily I tell you, 
He who believes hag 
non-temporal life. 


48. I am the bread of 
life. 


47. ’Auhv dunv \éyw 
vucv, ‘O micrevwr els eue 
Exe fwny alwmor. 

4%, Eyw elute 6 Apros 
THs (ws. 


49, Ol wardpes vor 
éfayor ro pdvva év ry 
épjuy, Kal dmrébavoy: 

aU. Otrés doriv 6 Ep- 
Tos 6 €K TOU ovpavot 
karaBalywy, iva ris €f 
avrov payyn- Kal uy aro- 
Od vn. 

51. “Evyd elu 6 Apros 
6 tay, 6 é€x Tov otpavov 
karapdas: édyv Tis payy 
éx rovrov Tov. dprou, 
gnoerac eis Tov alwva. 
kai 0 dptos dé bv éya 
dwow 7 oap& pov éarlp, 
fv éyw dwow umrep rips 
Tov Kdopou {wis. 


(a) Jesus again 


the manna the bread of heaven. 


49. Your fathers did 
eat manna in the wilder- 
ness, and are dead. 


50. This is the bread 
which cometh down 
from heaven, that a 
man may eat thereof, 
and not die. 


51. I am the living 
bread which came down 
from heaven: if any man 
eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever: and 
the bread that I will give 
is my flesh,’ which I will 
give for the life: of the 
world. 


49. Your fathers ate 
manna in the wilderness 
and died, 


560.1 am the bread 
from heaven, and he who 
eats of it does not die. 


51. I am the bread of 
life which came down 
from heaven. If an 
man eats of this brea 
he will live for ever: and 
the bread which I will 
pic is my carnal life; 

have given it in place 
of the life of the world. 


: corrects the mistake which the Jews 
made in the beginning of the discussion, when they called 


The bread of heaven is 


a spiritual food, which gives life that is not subject to 


death. 


(6) cap— means carnal man. 
(c) wy at times means the spiritual life, and at others 


the carnal life; but in John always, without exception, 
means the temporal, carnal world, as opposed to the life 
of the spirit, and so must be translated by life of the world, 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 351 


The sentence is obscure, and cannot help being obscure, 
since in the sentence Jesus by the accepted comparison 
of the bread with the teaching expresses a new idea, 
which is, that his teaching consists in this, that we must 
live by the spirit and neglect the carnal life, which has 
several times been said in a different form, He who does 
not renounce his life, does not take the cross, and so 
forth ; but even from the idea of the author of the gospel 
the sentence must be obscure. The Jews do not under- 
stand a thing, and Jesus proceeds to make the idea clear. 
And on this obscure sentence whole dogmas have been 
reared. Leaving out of consideration the absurdity and 
abomination of the dogmas, we cannot help but observe 
that this sentence, on which the dogmas are based, is 
translated quite incorrectly in the sense of a dogma. 
‘Trép cannot mean for; Tod xnécpouv Ewhs cannot mean 
thé life of men; if we forget the incorrectness of the 
translation, it is, as translated, a conglomerate of words 
without any meaning. 

This is what the church has to say about it (Interpre- 
tation of the Gospel of John, p. 135, and addition to this 
interpretation) : 


The bread is my flesh, etc.: Such is the essential complement 
of the previous discourse about the bread by a new elucidatory 
feature. The Lord suddenly solves his enigmatic discourse with 
this feature, which absolutely startles his hearers. 

Heretofore he spoke under the image of the bread of his own 
person in general, as of a subject of faith, but now he speaks 
clearly, precisely, and definitely: the bread of which I speak is 
my flesh. “He speaks here clearly of the mysterious communion 
of his body.” (Theoph.) The flesh, the same as the body, the 
bodily composition of the God-man, is a word which must be 
understood here strictly in its literal sense, as there is no reason 
for taking it in a transferred meaning. The word bread has in 
this whole discourse apparently a metaphorical, or improper, 
meaning, since by it is expressed Christ’s person in general, and 
by the word flesh a definite, concrete meaning is given to him ; 
as the word manna, which concretely defines the general meaning 
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of the bread which anciently gave sustenance to the Jews in the 
desert, here has obviously a literal meaning, so also the word 
flesh defines the general meaning of bread. Consequently, the 
bread which we partake of in the communion is not a representa- 
tion of the Lord’s body, but the Lord’s flesh itself; for he did 
not say, The bread which I give you is a representation of my 
flesh, but, It is my flesh (Theoph.). 

Which I will give for the life of the world: An allegorical expres- 
sion about the Messiah's sacrifice on the cross. The Lord’s flesh 
was offered up by him on the cross, as a true sacrifice to God for 
the redemption of the sins of this world, as a transforming sacri- 
fice for the sin of him who brought it. Since this sacrifice on 
the cross on Golgotha is still ahead, the Lord speaks of it in the 
future. J will give for the life of the world, that is, that 
the world may be spiritually alive in union with God who is 
reconciled through this sacrifice. A means for attaining this 
life is the faith in the redeeming death of Messiah, the God-man ; 
by dint of this faith the whole world would receive this life, if 
the whole world believed in it, since the redeeming sacrifice was 
brought by Christ for all men, for the whole world, for the fife 
of the whole world, which heretofore was estranged from God 
and consequently abided in spiritual death on account of the sin 
for which the conciliating sacrifice had not yet been brought by 
the son of God. Here we already see clearly an indication by the 
Lord of the paschal lamb, which his hearers were soon to eat on 
the approaching feast of the passover ; in the next division this 
indication 13 even clearer and more determined. The Lord 
teaches about himself as the paschal lamb which has taken upon 
itself the sins of the whole world ; the paschal lamb was only an 
emblem of this lamb. ‘The Lord now, before the passover, ex- 
plains to his hearers that the time of figures has passed, that 
truth itself is at hand; the partaking of the paschal lamb would 
vive way to the partaking of the body of Christ, which was 
offered as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. In view of 
this contention, the Lord confirms the discourse, defining it much 
more clearly by private features, and pointing to the necessity of 
what he has been speaking, but without replying to their ques- 
tion how, for with the carnal tendency of their spirit it would be 
impossible for them to understand it. 

Except you eat, etc.: The answer, by its external composition, 
resembles the answer to Nicodemus about the regeneration (ili. 
3-5). As there the expression, Born again, in response to the 
question how? is explained by a complement, Born of water and 
of the Spirit; so here the expression, The bread is my flesh, is 
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explained by the complement, Eat my flesh, and drink my blood, 
and in neither case is the imdication of the necessity of the action 
explained by how it is to be. The connection of the answer with 
the question is this: You do not comprehend how I will give 
you my flesh to eat? You will not understand it now; but I 
tell you an incontestable truth (verily, verily), that the eating of 
my flesh and the drinking of my blood are absolutely necessary 
for the attaining of the eternal life; he who will not do so will 
not have eternal life. 

The expression, ‘To eat my flesh, with the complementary, To 
drink my blood, more clearly still than before points to his death, 
as a sacrifice for the sin of the world, and at the same time to 
the paschal lamb, which was shortly to be eaten. It is true, the 
blood of the paschal lamb was not a part of the paschal supper, 
but in the event which was memorized by the paschal supper, 
and in that which was transformed by it, the blood had an essen- 
tial significance. Upon leaving Egypt the door-posts and thresh- 
olds of the Jewish habitations were smeared with it as a sign that 
their first-born were saved from the hand of the destroying angel, 
and at the killing of the paschal lamb in the temple, the horns of 
the altar, which reminded men of the door-posts and thresholds 
of the Jewish houses, were sprinkled with its blood. At the 
paschal supper the blood was symbolically represented by the 
wine. Since the paschal lamb was emblematic of Christ, as 
the liberation of the Jews from Egypt was an emblem of the re- 
demption of the world, we must see in the words of Christ, Is 
meat, and, Drink his blood, a substitution of Christ’s flesh for 
the allegorical paschal lamb, and of the blood of Christ for the 
symbolical wine at the paschal supper. It is a new passover 
which the Lord prophetically foreshows in the present discourse. 
The blood, as protecting against death, as a symbol of which was 
the preservation by the blood of the paschal lamb of the first- 
born of the Jews from the hand of the destroying angel; the 
flesh, as sustaining life, the symbol of which was the partaking 
of the flesh of the paschal lamb, consequently, in general, the 
preservation from death and the communication of life, —in 
these two facts is the whole idea of the redemption realized. 
Consequently, he who wants to apply to himself the redemption, 
which was accomplished by Christ in his death on the cross, 
must eat his flesh and drink his blood, or else he will not be a 
participant of this redemption, or, in other words, he will not 
have life, that is, eternal life, and will remain unredeemed, that 
is, will abide in eternal death, in estrangement from communion 
with God. 3 
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He that eateth my flesh, etc. : The same idea as in the preceding 
verse is expressed, only in a positive sense, as a promise. 

And I will raise hin: The Lord turns the vision of the be- 
lievers to the last aim, to which this promise of giving the eter- 
nal life through the eating of his flesh and blood is to extend, 
—- to the resurrection, after which there will be the eternal, that 
is, the blessed life. The relation of these words, I will raise, 
etc., to what precedes is as follows: He who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has in him eternal life, by dint of which I will 
not cause him to perish, but will raise him in the last day. 

For my flesh, etc.: A foundation both of a negative and a posi- 
tive assurance of the necessity of eating the flesh of the son of 
man, and of drinking his blood. This is necessary, because this, 
and this alone, is the true meat and the true drink, that is, com- 
municates true life to men, eternal life. He who eats every 
other meat, and drinks every other drink is subject to death; 
the Lord’s body and blood give immortality. With these words 
he wants to assure them of what he has said, so that they may 
not regard his words as a riddle or parable, but shall know that 
it is absolutely necessary to eat his body. 


This is what Reuss says (Vol. VI, pp. 190-192): 


Comme il y est question de manger la chair et de boire le 
sang de Christ, il s’est trouvé de tout temps des commentateurs 
qui y ont vu une allusion directe a la sainte-Céene. Les théolo- 
giens réformés surtout insistaient sur ce rapprochement parce 
quwils y voyaient la confirmation directe (v. 63) de leur concep- 
tion du sacrement. Nous ne saurions cependant admettre qu’il 
puisse y avoir dans notre texte une allusion directe & la sainte- 
Cene, parce que celle-ci n’était pas encore instituée et que Jésus 
parle d’une condition du salut qu’il s’agissait de remplir dés ce 
moment-la; les deux phrases: celui qui croit a la vie éternelle 
(v. 47), et: celui qui mange de ce pain (qui est ma chair) vivra 
éternellement, sont absolument identiques pour le sens, malgré 
la diversité de la forme; manger la chair de Christ, est la for- 
mule figurée et symbolique pour croire en lui, par la raison que 
croire, c’est s’unir, s’assimilier intimement, entiérement. Entre 
la simple chair (v. 51) et la chair et le sang (v. 53), il n’y a pas la 
moindre différence. La seconde phrase ebt plus compléte ; c’est 
une locution usuelle pour désigner "homme, soit d’aprés sa 
nature physique seule (1 Cor. xv. 50), soit comme personne 
(Matth. xvi. 17. Gal. i. 16), mais ici elle n’introduit aucun é]é- 
ment nouveau; toutes les deux équivalent au seul mot pain, au 
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commencement (v. 51) comme & la fin (v. 58) du morceau. Du 
reste, l’évangéliste ne parlant nulle part de la Céne dans son livre, 
aurait été volontairement inintelligible pour ses lecteurs, pour 
ne pas dire que Jésus l’aurait été bien davantage si telle avait 
été son arriére pensée, I] peut étre permis 4 la théologie de se 
servir de notre texte pour l’appliquer, par analogie, au sacrement, 
et pour jeter, par ce rapprochement, quelque lumiére sur une 
institution au sujet de laquelle les textes scriptuaires sont ex- 
trémement peu explicites. Mais ’exégése ne peut que constater 
que le notre n’est pas écrit dans ce but spécial. (A l’occasion de 
la Céne, il est parlé du corps de Christ et non de sa chair.) 

Une opinion plus généralement répandue parmi les commenta- 
teurs, est celle qui voit dans notre 5le verset une allusion a la 
mort de Christ considérée comme base, cause ou moyen du salut. 
On trouve la preuve directe de cette interprétation, d’abord dans 
la mention expresse du sang, ensuite dans la phrase : que je don- 
nerai (au futur). Que le Nouveau Testament, d’un bout a l’autre, 
considére la mort sanglante du Christ comme la condition du 
salut des hommes, cela ne saurait étre Vobjet d’un doute, et s’il 
en était question ici, 1] n’y aurait la rien qui dfit nous surpren- 
dre. Nous pensons méme qu’avec le texte vulgaire, qui dit: le 
pain que je donneral, c’est ma chair que je donnerai pour la vie 
du monde, Vallusion 4 la mort serait trop directe pour pourvoir 
étre contestée. Mais ce second: que je donnerai, manque dans 
d’anciens témoins et pourrait bien avoir été ajouté pour com- 
pléter une phrase en apparence défectueuse. Or, le reste donne 
un sens parfait sans cette allusion spéciale, qui est étrangére & 
tout le discours. Nous avons déja dit que chair et sang ne disent 
pas plus ici que chair tout court; cette derniére locution n’est 
jamais employée pour parler de la mort de Christ; le futur du 
v. 51 (le pain que je donnerai) ne se rapporte pas 4 l’événement 
unique de sa mort, mais & la communion de foi qui se reproduira 
pour chaque individu en son temps. Les phrases: manger la 
chair du Fils (v. 53), me manger (v. 57), manger ce pain (vy. 58), 
sont évidemment synonymes, et signifient: demeurer en lui, et 
le faire demeurer en soi (v. 58), ¢ ‘est-a-dire croire, et avoir ainsi 
la vie en soi (v. 53), une vie désormais permanente, qui implique la 
résurrection (v. 54). Dans tout cela il n’y a pas un mot de 
la mort de Christ. Et s’il était vrai que le sang doit étre spé- 
cialement rapporté a cette mort, il s’en suivrait que les phrases 
des v. 57 et 58 seraient incomplétes et insuffisantes. 


This discussion is correct in its analysis of the church 
teaching, but is faulty in that it recognizes the transla- 
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tion, I will give for the life of the world, as having no 
meaning whatsoever, and still more, in that it ascribes to 
these words the meaning of the redemption, that is, in 
assuming that Jesus is talking nonseuse. 


52. “Eudyorre  odpy 
wpds a&ddHdovs ol | Iov- 
dator, Aéyovres. Ilws du- 
vara. ovTos nuty dovvar 
Thy odpKka Payer ; 

d3. Ebrev ody avrots 0 
"Inoots, ’Auinvy duny dé- 
yw tuiv, Edy un pdynre 
Thy odpxa Tov vlov Tov 
advOpwrovu, kal wlynre av- 
rou Td alua, ovK exere 
fwhv éyv é€avrots. 

54. 'O Tpurywy pov 
Thy odpka, Kal wivwy 
pov 7d ala, exer fwHy 
aiwvoyv, kal éyw dva~ 
orhow avroy Ty ésxdry 
TLE PG. 

55. “H ydp odpt pov 
ad\nOas dors Bowers, kal 
TO alud pou ddnOas dort 
woos. 

50. ‘O rparywy pov 
Thy odpxa, kal mlywy 
pou 76 ala, év éuol pé- 
vet, Kayw ev auTy. 

57. Kaéas drécredéd 
pe 6 {Hv mwarhp, Kayw 
{@ 5a roy warépa: Kal 6 
Tpurywy pe, KaKelvos fh- 
cera 3c éué. 

58. Obrds éoriv 6 Ap- 
Tos 6 é€x Tov ov’pavot 
xaraBds: ov xadus tpa- 
yor ol rardpes buoy rd 
dyvva, cal dwrébavov 6 
Tpwywy TovUTOY TOY ApToy 
Shoera: els rov aldva. 


John vi. 52. The Jews 
therefore strove among 
themselves, saying, How 
can this man give us his 
flesh to eat? 


53. Then Jesus said 
unto them, Verily, ver- 
ily, I say unto you, Ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and 
drink bis blood, ye have 
no life in you.¢ 


54. Whoso eateth> my4 
flesh and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up 
at the last day.¢ 


55. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed.¢ 


56. He that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, 
and Tin him.s 


o7. As the living 
Father hath sent me, 
and I live by the Father; 
s0 he that eateth me, 
even he shall live by me. 


58. This is that bread 
which came down from 
heaven: not as your 
fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead: he that 
eateth of this bread 
shall live for ever. 


(2) Before this Jesus said that the 
from heaven, that is, the law of God, is for him this, that 


52. And the Jews be- 
gan to murmur among 
themselves, and = said, 
How can he give us meat 
to eat? 


53. And Jesus said to 
them, Verily, I tell you, 
If you do not eat the 
flesh of the son of man, 
and drink his blood, 
there will be no life in 
you. 


54. He who eats his 
flesh and drinks his 
ae has non-temporal 
ife. 


55. For my flesh is 
food indeed, and my 
blood is true drink. 


56. He who eata my 
flesh and drinks m 
blood is in me, and 
am in him. 


57. And as the living 
Father has sent me, and 
I live by the Father; so 
he who eats me is spirit, 
and he will live only by 
my will. 


58. Such is the bread 
which came down from 
heaven; not as your 
fathers ate the manna 
and died. He who will 
chew this bread, will 
live a non-temporal life. 


bread which comes 
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he gives his carnal life for the life of the spirit, — this is 
the heavenly bread which he teaches. Flour bread is the 
food of the life of the world; the bread, the carnal life 
itself, is the food of the spirit. And now he says that 
the flesh and the blood, in which, according to the concep- 
tions of the Jews, life was, must serve as food for the 
spirit. Food, bread, is needed for the carnal life, but the 
whole carnal life is only food for the non-temporal life. 

(b) tpwyw, to gnaw, chew. 

(c) An interpolation. 

(dq) Many texts read avrod, and not pov. 

(ec) My body and blood are indeed only food and drink 
of the spirit. 

This comprehension is the consciousness of my life. 

Every one who lives, lives only by expending his bodily 
life, whether he wishes, thinks, or works; every action 
of life is the eating up of his flesh and blood, a movement 
in the direction of annihilating the flesh. 

(f) He who eats my flesh, that which wears out my 
body, — what is it? this is the source of everything, this 
is God. This is the comprehension, the beginning of 
everything, and I myself. I am in it, and it is in me. 

(7) And as [ live in the flesh by the will of somebody, 
—of the Father of life, as he calls the source of every- 
thing, — even so this comprehension will live by my will, 
by my comprehension. This idea is expressed in the 
following: 

24. "Auhy duhy Néyw 24, 


John xvii. 2%. Verily, 


verily, I say unto 


You know your- 


Cos ‘ ou, selves that if a kernel of 
UpLY, Kay wn 0 KbKKos Except a corn of wheat wheat falls into the 
tov olrov meowy els THY fallinto the ground and ground and does not 


viv amroddyp. alros u6- die, it abideth alone: die, it remains. But if 


vos péver: €dy 5¢ droddvy, 
woNvy Kaptrov Pépet. 
25. ‘O pray Thy ypu- 
xhv abrot drohdéoe av- 
THY kal 6 poo ay Thy wu- 
xa avrov év ry Kbonyw 
rovrw, els (why alwmoy 


purdies avrjy. 


but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit. 


25. He that loveth his 
life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in 
this world shall keep it 
unto life eternal.« 


it dies, it brings forth a 
great increase. 


25. He who loves his 
soul will cause it to per- 
ish; and he who does not 
love his soul in this 
world will keep it for 
ever. 
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(a) These verses from the farewell discourse directly 
explain the idea of what precedes, and so I place them 


here. 


59. Taira elrev év 
cuvaywyy didoxwy éy 
Karrepyaovu. 

60. TloAdot od» dxov- 
cavres €k TOV pabnT oy 
avrov. elrov, XKxAnpéds 
éoriv otros 6 Abyos: Ths 
Svvarac avrov dxovecy ; 

61. Eldas dé 6’ Inoovs 
év daur@, Sri yoyyutoucr 
wepl rovrov ol pabnrai 
avrov, elrrev atrots, Tov- 
ro uuas oxavdanrl fe ; 

62. 'Edv ody Sewphre 
tov vidv Tov davOpwirou 
dvaBalvovra Sirov hv rd 
W poT Epov ; 

63. Td wvetpd éore 
7d tworowiv, 7 7apé ovK 
wperet ovddv' Ta phuara 
& éyw AGAW vuiv, wvedud 
éori xal {wh éorev. 


(a) There ought to be no punctuation-mark here. 
is used by John in the sense of when, that. 


John vt. 69. These 
things said he in the 
synagogue, as he taught 
in Capernaum. 

60. any therefore of 
his discipies, when the 
had heard this, said, 
This is a hard saying; 
who can hear it? 


61. When Jesus knew 
in himself that his dis- 
ciples murmured at it, 
he said unto them, Doth 
this offend you?e 


62. What and if ye 
shall see the Son of man 
ascend up where he was 
before? 


63. It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothin the 
words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and 
they are life. 


59. He spoke these 
things, as he taught in 
an assembly in Caper- 
naum. 

60. Many of his dis- 
ciples heard it, and said, 
This is a hard saying. 
Who can understand it? 


61. And Jesus divined 
that his disciples were 
murmuring about it, 
and he said to them, 
You are disturbed, 


62. Because you see 
that the son of man is 
becoming what he was 
before. 


63. The spirit lives, but 
the body is not good for 
anything. The words 
which [ told you are 
that there is spirit, and 
there is life. 


*Eay 
Jesus says, 


What offends you is that you see that the son of man is 
God. 


THE EXECUTION OF THE LAW GIVES TRUE LIFE 


And Jesus was sorry for men, because they perished 
not knowing wherein the true life was, and suffered and 
were harassed, themselves not knowing why, like aban- 
doned sheep without a shepherd. And Jesus says to the 
people, You worry about the life of the flesh: you are 
hitched to a wagon which you cannot pull, and have put 
on a yoke which was not made for you. Comprehend 
my teaching and follow it, and you will know rest and 
joy in life. I give you another yoke and another wagon, 
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— spiritual life. Hitch yourselves to it, and you will 
learn of rest and bliss from me. 

You must be meek and humble, and then you will find 
bliss in your life, for my teaching is a yoke which is made 
for you, and the execution of my teaching is a lght 
wagon, made according to your strength. 

And Jesus went through cities and villages, and taught 
all the blessedness of life according to the will of God. 
Then he chose seventy men from among those who were 
near to him, and sent them to those places where he 
wanted himself to be. He said to them, Many men do 
not know the good of the true life,—I am sorry for all 
of them and wish to teach all, but as the master is not 
able to attend to the harvest of the whole field, so I can- 
not attend to it. Go to different cities, and in all places 
announce the coming of God and the law of God. Say 
that to be blessed one must be a vagrant, and that the 
law is all in five rules against evil: (1) not to be angry ; 
(2) not to commit debauchery ; (3) not to swear, to make 
no promises whatever; (4) not to resist evil, not to go to 
court; and (5) not to make any distinction between men, 
and to disregard kings and kingdoms. 

And so execute these rules yourselves. First of all, be 
mendicants, vagrants. Take nothing with you, neither 
scrip, nor bread, nor money. All you must have is 
raiment on your body, and footgear. Announce the 
blessedness of the mendicants, and so, above all, be an 
example of mendicancy. Choose no hosts to stop with, 
but stay in whatever house you enter first. When you 
come into the house, greet the hosts. If they receive 
you, all is well; and if not, go to another house.. You 
will be hated for what you will say, and they will attack 
and drive you away. Andif they drive you away, go to 
another village; and if they drive you from it, go to an- 
other still. They will drive you, as wolves drive the 
sheep, but do not lose your courage and do not weaken to 
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the last hour. And they will take you into court and 
will judge you, and flog you, and take you before the 
officers, that you may justify yourselves before them. 
And when they will take you to court, do not lose your 
courage, and do not think what you are going to say. 
The spirit of God will tell you what to say. Before you 
will have gone through all the cities, men will understand 
your teaching, and will turn to you. 

Be not afraid. What is hidden in the souls of men 
will come out. What you will tell to two or three will 
be scattered among thousands. Above all, do not fear 
those who may kill your body. What of it if they kill 
your body? They can do nothing to your soul. So do 
not fear them. Fear this, that your body and soul may not 
perish, if you depart from the law. This is what you want 
to fear. 

For one cent you can buy five sparrows, and even they 
do not die without the will of God.. And a hair of the 
head will not fall without the will of God, so what are 
you to fear, if you are in the will of God? God will be 
with him who before men will be one with the will of 
God; but who before men will renounce the will of God, 
him God will renounce also. Not all will believe in my 
teaching, that it is necessary to be a mendicant, a vagrant, 
not to be angry, not to commit debauchery, not to swear, not 
to judge or go to court, not to wave war. And those who 
will not believe will hate it, because it deprives them of 
what they like, and there will be dissension. 

My teaching will, like a fire, burn up the world. And 
so there must be dissension in the world. There will be 
dissension in every house. Father will be against son, 
mother against daughter, and the housefolk will be haters 
of those who will understand my teaching. And they 
will kill them. For he who will understand my teach- 
ing will see no meaning in his father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or all his property. He Who thinks more of his 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 361 


father or mother than of my teaching has not compre- 
hended my teaching. He who is not at all times ready 
for all kinds of sufferings of the flesh is not my disciple. 
He who will care for this carnal life will cause the true 
life to perish, and he who will cause this carnal life to 
perish according to my teaching will save his life. 

The seventy disciples went out over the cities and vil- 
lages, and did what Jesus had commanded. When they 
returned, they told Jesus with joy, The devilish teaching 
about anger, adultery, oaths, judgments, and wars is 
everywhere giving way before us. 

And Jesus said to them, Do. not rejoice because the evil 
is yielding to you, but because you are in the will of God. 

And then Jesus rejoiced on account of the power of the 
spirit, and said, From the fact that my disciples have 
understood me and that the evil is vanquished by them, 
I see that thou art the highest spirit, — the beginning of 
everything, truly the Father of men,— because what the 
wise and learned men could not understand with all their 
learning, the unreasoning have comprehended by recogniz- 
ing themselves to be the children of the Father. And 
thou, as the Father, hast disclosed everything to them, 
through the love which is between a father and his son. 
Everything which a man needs to know is disclosed to 
him through the love of the Father for the son and of the 
gon for the Father. Only him who recognizes himself as 
the son does the Father recognize. 

And the people of his house came and wanted to bind 
him, for they thought that he was mad. 

And the Pharisees and the lawyers came from Jeru- 
salem, and said, He is mad: he wants to mend a lesser 
evil with a greater evil, That there may be no mendi- 
cants, he wants to make all men mendicants, and he wants 
nobody to be punished, and the robbers to kill everybody, 
and to have no wars, though then the enemies will kill 


every body. 
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And he said, You say that my teaching is evil, and 
at the same time you say that I destroy the evil That 
cannot be, for evil cannot be destroyed by evil. If I des- 
troy evil, my teaching cannot be evil, for evil cannot go 
against itself. If evil went against itself, there would 
be no evil. You cast out the evil according to your law. 
How do you cast out the evil? By the law of Moses, 
and this law is from God. But I cast out the evil with 
the spirit of God, which has always becn in you. It is 
only for this reason that I can expel the evil. And the fact 
that I expel evil is a proof to you that my teaching is 
true, and that the spirit of God is in men and is stronger 
than the carnal lusts. If that did not exist, it would not 
be possible to vanquish the lust of evil, as it 1s impossible 
to enter the house of a strong man and rob it. To rob 
the house of a strong man, it is necessary first to bind the 
man. And thus are men bound by the spirit of God. 

He who is not with me is against me. He who does 
not harvest in the field only loses the corn, for he who 
is not with me is not with the spirit of God, — he is an 
adversary of the spirit. 

And so I tell you that every human mistake and every 
false interpretation will be forgiven, but the false inter- 
pretation about the spint of God will not be forgiven. If 
a man says a word against another, that will pass; but 
if he will say a word against what is holy in man, — 
against the spirit of God, that will not pass unnoticed ; 
scold me as much as you please, but do not call evil the 
good which I am doing. Man will not be forgiven for 
calling the good evil, that is, the works which Ido. One 
has to be with the spirit of God, or against it. 

Either consider the tree good, and its fruit good, or 
consider it bad, and its fruit bad, for by its fruit is the 
tree esteemed. You see me expel evil, consequently my 
teaching is good. Every man who expels evil, no mat- 
ter what his teaching may be, cannot be against us, but 
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is with us, for one can expel evil only with the spirit of 
God. 

After that Jesus came for the holiday to Jerusalem. 
And there was then a pool in Jerusalem. And they said 
about this pool that an angel stepped into it, and that 
caused the water of the pool to well up, and if one leaped 
into the water immediately after it began to well up, he 
was cured from whatever disease he may have had. 

And there were porches built around this pool. And 
on these porches lay all kinds of sick people, waiting for 
the water in the pool to well up, in order to leap into it. 

Jesus came to the pool, and saw a man lying on a 
porch. Jesus asked who he was. The man told him 
that he had been ailing for thirty-eight years, and that he 
had been waiting for a long time to be the first to leap 
into the pool, after the water had begun to well up, but 
that he could never succeed, for others got in before him. 

Jesus looked at him, and said, In vain dost thou wait 
here for a miracle from the angel. There are no miracles. 
There is one miracle, and that is, that God has given life 
to men, and it 1s necessary to live with all one’s powers. 
Do not wait for anything at this pool, but take thy bed, 
and live according to the divine law, according to the 
strength which God will give thee. 

The sick man obeyed him, and got up and went away. 

Jesus said to him, Thou seest thyself that thou hast 
the strength. See to it that thou wilt not believe again 
in all this deception. Do not make this error again, but 
live according to the power which God gives thee. 

And the man went and told everybody what had hap- 
pened to him. And all those who had been working the 
deception of the pool and were making a living thereby 
grew angry, and they did not know how to wreak their 
vengeance and to annoy the sick man and Jesus for 
having disclosed their deception. They found a pretext 
for doing so in its being a Sabbath, for on the Sabbath it 
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was not permitted, according to their law, to work. At 
first they attacked the sick man, and said, How didst thou 
dare take up thy bed on the Sabbath? It is not lawful 
to work on the Sabbath. 

The sick man said to them, He who raised me up told 
me to take up the bed. 

They said, Who ordered thee to do so ? 

He said, I do not know. A man came up to me and 
went away again. 

The Pharisees made their way to Jesus, and, finding 
him, they said, How couldst thou order the man to rise 
and take up his bed on a Sabbath ? 

To this Jesus said to them, My Father never stops 
working, and so I will never stop working, whether it be 
a week-day or a Sabbath. The Sabbath did not make 
man, but man made the Sabbath. 

Then the Jews grew angrier still, because he dared to 
call God his Father. And they attacked him, and Jesus 
replied to them, A man could not do anything of himself, 
if God the Father — the spirit of God in man — did not 
point out to him what to do. God, the Father of man, 
lives and works always, and man lives and works always. 
God the Father gave men reason for their own good, and 
showed them what is good and what bad. 

Just as God gives life, so also the spirit of God gives 
life. God the Father does not choose and decide any- 
thing himself, but, having taught men what is good and 
what bad, he leaves everything to man to do, so that men 
may honour the spirit of God and obey it within them- 
selves, as they honour and obey God. He who does not 
honour the spirit of God in himself does not honour God. 
You must understand that he who has completely aban- 
doned himself to my teaching has exalted the spirit in 
himself, and in it reposes his life, he has non-temporal 
life and is already freed from death. It is clear that now 
the dead, having comprehended the meaning of their life, 
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that they are the sons of God, will live. For as God is 
alive in himself, so is the son alive in himself. The free- 
dom of the choice is the same as that the spirit of God is 
In man, —it 1s the whole man. 

Do not marvel at this teaching; the time has come 
when all mortals will be divided. Some, who do good, 
will find life, and those who do evil will be destroyed. 

I cannot choose anything of mysclf. What I have 
comprehended from the Father, that I choose. My choice 
is correct, if I do not hold to my own wish, but to the 
meaning which I have comprehended from the Father. 
If I were the only one to assure you that I am night, 
because I want it to be so, you might not have believed 
me. But there is another who gives the assurance about 
at Iam doing nght. That is the spint of God, 
and you know that this assurance is true. 

You see by my works that the Father has sent me. 
God the Father has shown concerning me in your souls 
and in the Scriptures. You have not comprehended his 
voice, and you have not known him. You have not his 
firm comprehension within you, for you do not believe 
that which he has sent, — the spirit of God in your souls. 

Try to comprehend it: you expect to find life in your 
souls, and you will find there within you the spirit of 
God. 

But you will not believe me that you will have life. 

I esteem little your praying in your temples, and your 
observing the fasts and the Sabbaths according to human 
laws ; the true love of the true God is not in you. 

I teach you in the name of my Father and of yours, 
but you do not understand me. If a man will teach you 
in his own name, you will believe him. What can you 
rely upon, since you receive your sayings from one another, 
and do not seek the teaching as to the Father of the son. 
I am not the only one who shows you that you are 
wrong before your Father. That same Moses, in whom 
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you trust, shows you that you are wrong and do not 
understand him. If you relied on what Moses said, you 
would rely also on what I tell you. If you do not rely 
on his writings, you will not believe my teaching, either. 

And that they might understand it, that they might 
understand that it is possible to enter into the will of God 
without an effort, he told them a parable: A king received 
an inheritance. In order to receive this inheritance, the 
king had for a time to depart from his kingdom. And so 
the king went away. 

But before his departure he distributed his possessions 
among his subjects, giving to each according to his ability : 
to one five talents, to another two, to a third one, and he 
commanded them to work without him and to gain by 
these talents as much as each could. 

When the king went away, each man did with his 
property whatever he could. Some worked, and he who 
had five talents earned other five talents; another with 
his one talent gained ten more; others with their two 
talents gained two, or with their one gained five more or 
only one more; and others again did not work with the 
money given to them by their master, but hid the money 
away in the ground. Those who had taken five talents 
had the five talents left; those who had taken two had 
two, and those who had taken one had one left. And 
others again, who did not work with the master’s money, 
did not want to appear before the king, but sent word to 
him that they did not wish to be under his power. 

When the time came, the king returned into his king- 
dom, and he called all his subjects to give accounts 
of themselves, what each had done with what had been 
given him. 

And one servant came, the one to whom five talents 
had been given, and he said, With the five talents I have 
gained five more. And another came, to whom one tal- 
ent had been given, and he said, Here, with the one talent 
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I have gained ten more. And then came he who had 
received two talents, and he brought two more, and the 
one who had received one brought five more. And still 
another to whom one talent had been given brought one 
more. 

And the master praised them all alike and rewarded 
them alike. He said to all alike, I see that you are good 
and faithful servants: you have worked over my pos- 
sessions, and so I receive you as equal participants in 
what is mine. We shall rule together. 

After that came those subjects who had not worked 
over the master’s possessions. And one of them said, 
Master, thou gavest me a talent at thy departure. I 
know that thou art a hard man and wantest to take 
from us what thou hast not given us, and so I was 
afraid of thee and from fear hid away thy talent. 
Here it is in full. What thou hast given me I return 
to thee. And others who had received five talents, 
and those who had received ten talents, brought back 
the master’s talents, and they said the same to him. 

Then the master said to them, Foolish people! You 
say that out of fear of me you hid your talents in the 
ground and did not work with them. If you knew that 
I was a hard man and will take what I have not given, 
why did you not try to do what I commanded ? 

If you had worked with my talent, your possessions 
would have been increased, and you would have done 
my will, and I might have had mercy on you, and you 
would not have fared worse. But now you have not got 
away from my power anyway. 

And the master took the talents away from those who 
had not worked with them, and told his servants to give 
them to those who had gained more. 

And the servants said, Master, they have enough as it 
is. But the king said, Give to those who have earned 
for me, for to him who looks after his own it shall be 
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added, and from him who does not look after his own 
even the last shall be taken from him. 

But drive away these foolish and lazy servants. Let 
them not be here. And drive away those also who sent 
word to me that they did not want to be in my power, 
and let them not be here. 

This king is the beginning of life, —the spirit. The 
world is the kingdom, but he dves not himself govern the 
kingdom, but, like a peasant, he casts out the seed and 
leaves it alone. And the field brings forth blades, ears, 
and kernels of its own accord. The talent is the com- 
prehension in every man. God the spirit has put the 
comprehension in every man, and leaves men to live 
according to their will. 

God himself decides nothing, but having instructed 
man in everything, leaves it to every man to decide for 
himself. Not all have the same talent, but each receives 
according to his ability. Not to all is the same compre- 
hension given, but it 1s given, and for God there is no 
greater and no lesser. All God needs is work over the 
comprehension. Some work with the talent of their 
master; others do not work for their master; others 
again do not work and do not acknowledge the master. 
Some men live by the comprehension ; others do not live 
by it; and others again do not acknowledge it. The 
master comes back and asks for an account. That 1s 
the temporal death and accounting of life. Some come 
and say that they have worked with the talent, and they 
enter into the life of the master. And the master does 
not count who has worked more, and who less. All 
become alike participants in the life of the master. He 
who accepts the comprehension has hfe. 

He who has the comprehension and relies on him who 
has sent it has non-temporal life and knows no death: 
he has passed into life. Others come and say that they 
have not worked with the talent: they do not refuse the 
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talent; they only say that there is no sense in working, 
for, whether they work or not, they will meet with 
punishment. They know the severity of the master. 
Other men have the comprehension, but do not rely 
on it. They say to themselves, Whether I work or 
not, I shall die, and nothing will be left, and so there 
Is no sense doing anything with it. To this the king 
says, If thou knowest that I am severe, thou oughtest so 
much the more to have done my will, Why did you 
not try to do it? If men know that temporal death 
is inevitable, why should they not try to live by the 
doing of the will of God,—by the comprehension ? 
And the king says, Take the talent from them, and give 
it to those who have. It makes no difference to the king 
where the talents are, so long as they are, just as it 
makes no difference to the peasant what kernel will 
bring forth ears, so long as he has a harvest. If the 
comprehension gives life to men according to their will, 
then those who do not hold it cannot live and stand out- 
side of life. And after the temporal death nothing will 
be left of them. And of the men who do not acknowl- 
edge the king’s power, the king says, Throw those men 
out. These other men not only fail to work with the 
comprehension and life, but even despise the Father of 
the spirit who has given it to them, — they, too, cannot 
live, and are also destroyed with death. 


THE FOOD OF LIFE. 
CARNAL 


OF THE 


46. "Ere 82 adrod 
Aardovvros Tots SyAas, 
Sod, 7 wnATnp Kal ol 
adeAgol atrov elaorhKe- 
gay tw, (nrovvres aur 
AaARC at. 

AT, Ebre dé ris abry, 
"ldov, 4 wirnp gov kal 
ol ddeXpol cou tw éaTh- 
xaow, {nrotvrés co da- 
Anoas. 

48. ‘O 32 droxpibels 
elre ry elwévTe ary, 
Tis dori 4 warnp pou; 
cal rlyes elgly ol ddeqpol 


U; 
49. Kal éxrelvas rhy 


xetpa avrod émt rods 
padnras avrod elrrey, 


Ido0  prnrnp pou «Kal 
ol adedqpol pov. 

50. Oores yap ay 
ronoy To OéAXnua Tov 
watpés you Tov éy avpa- 
vos, alrés pou ddeddds 
kal ddedph kcal phirnp 
¢arly. 


CHAPTER VI. 


MAN LIVES 


AND THE 


SPIRITUAL KINSHIP 


NOT BY BREAD ALONE. 


Matt. vii. 46. While 
he yet talked to the peo- 
ple, behold, his mother 
and his brethren stood 
without, desiring to 
speak with him. 


47. Then one said unto 
him, Behold, thy mother 
and thy brethren stand 
without, desiring to 
speak with thee. 


48. But he answered 
and said unto him that 
told him, Who is my 
mother? and who are 
my bretbren? 


49. And he stretched 
forth his hand toward 
his disciples, and said, 
Behold my mother and 
my brethren! 


50. For whosoever 
shall do the will of my 
Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and 
mother. 


46. And while he 
talked, his mother and 
his brothers came up 
and stood at a distance, 
wishing to speak with 
him. 


47. A man saw them, 
and said to him, Thy 
mother and thy brothers 
are standing a little wa 
off: they want to spea 
with thee. 


48. And he said, Who 
igs my mother ? and who 
are my brothers ? 


49. And he 
with his hand to his dis- 
ciples and said, Here 
are my mother and my 
brothers. 


ointed 


50. For he who does 
the will of God my Fa- 
ther is my brother, and 
my sister, and my 
mother. 


Before this it said that for the true life there can be 
no place, no other care than life; there can be no consid- 


erations of what is done, of the past, of the temporal; 


, 


now it says that there can be no other communion 
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between men than the union in the will of God, which 


is one for all. 


The nearness of men to the kingdom of 


God depends only on the oneness in the will of God. 


27. ’Eyévero 8 ev 
Tw dAéyev avrov TavTa, 
érdpacd Tis yuvh dwvny 
éx Tov byAov elev avT@, 
Maxapla 7 xoiAla 7 Ba- 
aTdcacd oe, Kal pactol 
ols €0yXacas. 

28. <Adros dé ele, 


Mevoty uwaxapiot ol dxov- 


ovres Tov Ddyor Tou 
Gcot Kal duddooorTes 
aur dv. 


57. 'Evyévero 82 sro- 
pevoudvuy altar, év rH 
66@ elré ris mpos avrov, 
"Axodovéjow cot drrov 
av arépxn, Kupte. 

58. Kal elev air@ 6 
"Inoods, Al ddwrrekes pw- 
Aeods Exovot, Kal Ta 
mwerevad TOU ovpavov 
KaTackynvwoes’ 0 dé vlds 
Tov avOpwrov ovK Exe 
rov Thy Kkeparhy KAlvp. 


Luke xi. 27. And it 
came to pass, as he spake 
these things, a certain 
woman of the company 
lifted up her voice, and 
said unto him, Blessed 
is the womb that bare 
thee, and the paps which 
thou hast sucked. 


28. But he said, Yea, 
rather, blessed are they 
that hear the word of 
God, and keep it. 


Tuke ix. 57. And it 
came to pass, that, as 
they went in the way,a 
certain man said unto 
him, Lord, I will follow 
thee whithersoever thou 
goest. 

58. And Jesus said 
unto him, Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the 
Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head.t 


27. And it happened, 
as he said this, a woman 
from among the people 
litted up her voice, and 
said to him, Blessed is 
the womb that bore thee, 
andthe teats which thou 
hast sucked. 


28. But he said, Blegs- 
ed is he, who under- 
stands the comprehen- 
sion of God and keeps 
it. 


57. And on the way a 
man said to Jesus, I will 
follow thee everywhere, 
my master. 


58. And Jesus said to 
him, Foxes have holes, 
and birds have nests; 
but the son of man has 
no abiding place. 


(a) The good of life cannot depend on anybody ; 


nobody can transmit his good to another. 


The good 


is only the life of the comprehension. 
(b) There is a double meaning to this verse: one, that 


the son of man, in the sense of man, must not trouble 
himself about the place where he is; it makes no differ- 
ence where he is, provided he does not regard any partic- 
ular place as peculiarly his own. He must be a vagrant. 

The other, that the son of man — the spirit of God in 
man —is outside space, and that it is impossible to be 
where the son of man is, because it is everywhere and 
nowhere. 
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THE STORM ON THE 


22. Kal éyévero év 
wa «=TOY Nuepov, xal 
aurds évéBn eis mNolov 
Kat of pabynral avrov: 
wal ele mpos avrovs, 
AcéX\Owuev els TO wépav 
THs Niuenss Kal avnx- 
6noav. 

20. Nedbvrwy dé av- 
TWY apirvwae. Kai KaTeé- 
Bn dattay avduov els 
THY Aiwvny, Kal cuverdAn- 
povvro, Kai éxivdvvevor. 


24. Wipoced@dvres de 
Ounyeipay avrov, Néyor- 
res, ‘Emwrrara, émi- 
TTaTAa, GmroAAUuEOa. O 
dé éyeptels 
Ele 6é€ atvrots, 
dori 9 wioTis 


29, 
Tlov 
UL ; 

26. Kal rA¢yee avrots, 
Tl decrdol dare, ddvydme- 
oro.; Tore éyepbels érre- 
Tiunoe Tots avéuos Kal 
TH Oardoan, kal éyévero 
yahhnvn weyadn. 


Jesus expresses no fear before earthly dangers. 


Luke viii, 22. Now it 
came to pass On a Cer- 
tain day, that he went 
into a ship with his dis- 
ciples: and he said unto 
them, Let us go over 
unto the other side of 
the lake. And they 
launched forth. 


23. But as they sailed, 
he fell asleep: and there 
came down a storm of 
wind on the lake; and 
they were filled with 
water, and were in jeop- 
ardy. 

24. And they came to 
him, and awoke him, 
saying, Master, Master, 
we perish. Then he 
arose, 


25. And he said unto 
them, Where is your 
faith ? 


Matt. viii. 26. And he 
Raith unto them, Why 
are ve fearful, © ye of 
little faith? Then he 
arose, and rebuked the 
winds and the sea; and 
there was @ great calm. 
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LAKE 


22. And one day he 
happened to go into a 
ship with his disciples, 
and he said to them, 
Let us sail to the other 
side of the lake, and 
they sailed away. 


23. And as they sailed, 
there rose agreat storm, 
and came over the lake; 
and they were drenched, 
and they were in danger ; 
but he slept inthe stern. 


244. And his disciples 
came to him and awoke 
him, saying, Teacher, 
teacher, we perish. 
Then he rose, 


25. And said to them, 
Where is your faith ? 


26. And he said to 
them, Why do you lose 
our courage, you of 
ittle faith ? nd he 
rebuked the wind and 
the sea; and the winds 
died down, and there 
was a calm. 


He 


sleeps, while the storm strikes against the ship and the 


rain washes it. 


are perishing, he is surprised and rebukes them. 


When he is wakened and told that they 


They 


said that they believed in the true life outside of time 
and space, and at the first opportunity they showed by 
their timidity before earthly calamities that they did not 


believe in it. 


As the cares for the burial of the fathers 


and for the order of the house, as the ties of kinship, as 
the relations to other people cannot affect the life of the 
spirit, so also the danger of earthly death, and earthly 
death itself, cannot interfere with the life of the spirit. 
And Jesus sleeps and, on awakening, remains calm. 
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34. My ody pepiuvn- 
onre els Thy abpiov 7 
yap alproy pepiuvioer 
Ta €auTHs. apKerov TH 
nuépa H kakla avr7js. 


59. Elrre 6& pods 
trepov, “Axodovber not. 
6 6é elie, Kupie, erlrpe- 
Yor por aredObyri rpo- 
tov @dWac rov marépa 
ov. 

60. Ele 68 atr@ 6 
"Incots, “Ages rods ve- 
Kpovs @dWat rods éavT ay 
vexpovs’ ov O€ ameOwy 
Oudyyedre THY Bacirelav 
Tov Veod. 

61. Eire xal erepos, 
"Axodov0now gor, KUpLe 
mparov d€ érirpepdr por 
amrordtacOat Tors els TOY 
olkéy ov. - 

62. Ebre dé ampods 
avrov 6 ‘Inoots, Ovdels 
éripahwy Thy xeElpa 
avrov ér doorpov, Kal 
Brérwv eis Ta dmicw, 
eOerds éoriuw els Thy 
Bacirelar rod Geo. 


Matt. wi. 34 Take 
therefore no thought 
for the morrow: for 
the morrow shall take 
thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient un- 
to the day is the evil 
thereof. 

Luke ix. 59. And he 
said unto another, Fol- 
low me. But he said, 
Lord, suifer me first to 
go and bury my father. 


60. Jesus said unto 
him, Let the dead bury 
their dead: but go thou 
and preach the kingdom 
of God. 


61. And another also 
said, Lord, I will follow 
thee; but let me first zo 
bid them farewell, which 
are at home at my house. 


62. And Jesus said un- 
to him, No man, having 
put his hand to the 
ser and looking 

ack, is fit for the king- 
dom of God. 


BYES) 


3%. Do not trouble 
yourselves about the 
future. Sufficient is the 
evil for the present. 


59. And to another 
Jesus said, Follow me. 
And that man = said, 
Allow me first to go 
and bury my father. 


60. And Jesus said to 
him, Let the dead bury 
the dead, but you follow 
me, and announce the 
gospel of the Lord. 


61. And another man 
said, I will follow thee, 
but let me first attend 
to my house. 


62. And Jesus said to 
him, He who has taken 
hold of the plough and 
looks back is not fit for 
the kingdom of God. 


(a) In many texts, Take no thought for the morrow, 


is omitted. 
time. 
mount. ) 


This verse is mentioned for the second 


It was given in Chapter IV. (The sermon on the 


(b) Again two meanings: one, that all worldly cares, 
even the most important, such as burial seems to be, are 


works of death and of darkness. 


life, the dissemination of life. 
The other, the main meaning is: for him who lives by 
life there is no death. 


The one work of life is 


The last utterance includes the meaning of the first 


two, and in it lies the chief thought of this passage. 


The 
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meaning of it is, that he who has come to know the king- 
dom of God, the life of the spirit, and yet cares for any- 
thing carnal, by this care for the carnal life acknowledges 
that he does not live by the life of the spirit. Ifa man, 
living by the life of the spirit, has a care for the carnal 
life, he will succeed as little in the life of the spirit, as 
he who ploughs and looks behind him, instead of looking 
before him. 

This comparison has also another meaning. A man 
who imagines that he lives by the spirit and who at the 
same time reflects on the consequences which that which 
he is doing in life night have, is hke the ploughman who, 
in his desire to make a furrow, looks, not forward at what 
he is doing, but backwards, at what he has done already. 


JESUS AT THE HOUSE 


31. IlAdy tynretre rhy 
Baci\elav rol Oeov, xal 
raira wadvtTa rporrTedy- 
wera Upiv. 

BR. ’Evyévero bé év rp 
mwopevecOat auvTous, xal 
alros elo7nGev els KwWunv 
rivd: yurn bé res dvduare 
Mdpéa wtredétaro avroy 
els Tov olkoy auras. 

39. Kal rpde Fv dded- 
oh Kadovudvn Mapla, 
4 «kal wmapaxadlcoaca 
mapa Tous wodas Tov 'In- 
cou ove Tov Adyow 
avrou. 

40. “H 6@ Mdpéa te- 
pieowaro wept mwoddhy 
dcaxovlay: émiardca dé 
ele. Kupre, ob péder oot 
Sri ty adeXph pou pdyyy 
pe xarédure dtaxovety; 
elré ov airy tva wor cur- 
avriAdBnrac. 

41. *Awoxpfels dé el- 
wey avTy 6 Inoots, Mdp- 


Luke xii. 31. But 
rather seek ye the king- 
dom of God; and all 
these things shall be 
added unto you.¢ 


Luke x. 38. Now it 
came to pass, as they 
went, that he entered 
into a certain village: 
and a certain woman 
named Martha received 
him into her house. 


39. And she had a sis- 
ter called Mary, which 
also sat at Jesus’ feet, 
and heard his word. 


40. But Martha was 
cumbered about much 
serving, and came to 
him, and said, Lord, dost 
thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to 
serve alone? bid her 
therefore that she heip 
me, 


41, And Jesus an- 
swered and said unto 
her, Martha, Martha, 


OF MARTHA AND MARY 


31. Seek only to be in 
the will of God, and 
everything else will be 
given you. 


38. Jesus happened 
one day to be walking 
with his disciples, an 
they entered a village. 
A woman named Martha 
invited them to their 
house. 


39. And she had a sis- 
ter named Mary. Mary 
sat down at Jesus’ feet, 
and listened to his 
teaching. 


40. But Martha was 
busy preparing a good 
reception for them, and 
she went up to Jesus, 
and said, Evidently thou 
dost not care that my 
sister has left me to 
serve alone. Tell her to 
help me. 


41. But Jesus said to 
herin reply, Oh, Martha, 
Martha, thou art troub- 
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6a. Mdpéa, pepiuvas 
Kal rupBdaty wept wodd: 

42. ‘Evis 5é dori 
xpela. Mapla dé thr 
ayadny peplia éterdtaro, 
Hris ovK apatpebjoer ac 
dw auras. 

23. "EdXeye dé mpds 
wdvras, EY ris Ode 
émlaw wou édGetv, drap- 
vnoacdw éauTrdv, kal 
dpdrw Tov oravpdy av- 
Tov ka@ nudpay, kal dKo- 
NovGelTw p06. 

24. “Os yap dy 6éry 
Thy puxhy avrod cdcat, 
aronéce: avrny: bs 6° ay 
drodtdon Thy Puxny av- 
rou tvexev nov, otros 
gTwoe avrhy. 

25. Th yap wperetrac 
AvOpwros, xepdhoas Tov 
xkéopov Sdrov, éavrdy de 
drodéoas } CnuiwGels ; 

26. “Os yap av éra- 
oxuvdn we Kal Tovs éuods 
Abyous, TovTov oO ulds 
Tov avOpwirou éraisxur- 
Ohoerat, Srav EOn ev 
Ty ddty avrov Kal rod 
marpos xal Trav aylwy 
ayyédwy. 


thou art careful and 
troubled about many 
things: 

42. But one spine is 
needful ; and Mary hath 
chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken 
away from her. 


Luke iz. 23. And he 
said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, 
aud take up his cross 
daily, and follow me. 


24. For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose 
it: but whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake, 
the same shall save it. 


25. For what is a man 
advantaged, if he gain 
the whole world, and 
lose himself, or be cast 
away? 


26. Fo whosoever 
shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words, of 
him shall the Son of man 
be ashamed, when he 
shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Fa- 
ther’s, and of the holy 
angels. 
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ling thyself about many 
things, 


42. But one thing is 
needed, and Mary has 
chosen what is best. 
What she has chosen 
saben not be taken from 
er. 


23. And he said to 
them all, If you wish to 
follow me, renounce 
yourselves and be pre- 
pared for everything at 
any time, and then fol- 
low me. 


24. He who wants to 
save his life, will lose it. 
And he who causes his 
life to perish for my 
sake, will save it. 


25. What profit is it to 
a man, if he should gain 
the whole world, and 
cause his ruin or his 
harm? 


26. He who is ashamed 
of my words, of him the 
son of man will be 
ashamed, when he ap- 
years in the sense of the 

ather and the powers 
of God. 


(a) This verse was given in Chapter IV. 

(b) Aeyos means teaching, as generally in Luke. 

(c) The word cross I translate in the sense which is 
ascribed to it by all the interpreters. 
word cross itself, because historically it has no meaning 


in the mouth of Jesus. 


I do not use the 


Even if he knew that he was 


going to be crucified, his disciples could not have known 
it, and so the word had no meaning for them. 


PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN 


15. Elre 5¢ mpds av- 


rovs, ‘Opare xal puddg- 


Luke. xii. 


15. And he 


15. And he said to 


said unto them, Take them, Take care, and be- 
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werGe drd THs weove- 
tlas: Sriovx év Tw mre- 
picevery Til 7 Swy 
avrot éoriy €x Twy Urap- 
yovrwy avrov. 

16. Ebre 6 wapafo- 
Any wpds avrovs, Aéywr, 
"AvOpurrou Tivds mdov- 
glov evpdpnoev 7 wpa: 


17. Kat dcedoyltero 
évy éavrm, Adywr, Th 
wothow, Sr. ovK Eyw wou 
ouvdtw Tovs Kaprovs yor; 

18. Kal ele, Toidro 
roihow KateXN@ wou ras 
droOynkas, Kai pelfovas 
olkodoujcw, Kal cuvdtw 
éxet mavTa Ta yevyhuara 
pou kal ra adyaéa mov, 

19. Kal éo rn Puxn 
pov, Vuxh, €xers woddd 
ayaba xelueva eis érn 
wohdAd: dvaravou, Paye, 
wie, evppaivou. 

20. Elwe de adrp 6 
Beds, “Adpwy, Ta’Ty TH 
vuxri Thy wWuxhyv gov 
dmwa:rovo. dro gov: a 
dé nroluacas, rly tgras ; 

21. Obrws o Onoav- 
pliwy éavr@, xal wy els 
Gedy wouT ap. 


THE PARABLE 


1. Tlapijcay 5é reves 
éy arg T@ Kapp dray- 
vyé\ovres alT@ mepl 
Trav Tadtialwy, ay rd 
alua Iliddros tute werd 
TwWY OuoLw@Y aUT wy. 

2. Kal droxpibels 6 
"Inoots elev adrois, 
Aoxeire Src of TadsdXaton 
obrot apaprwrol mapa 
wadvras rous TlanXcA\alous 
éyévovro, Sri rowiTa 
werbvOacty; 


heed, and beware of cov- 
etousness: for a man’s 
life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the 
pl which he possess- 
et 


16. And he spake a 
parable unto them, say- 
Ing, The ground of a 
certain rich man 
brought forth plenti- 
fully: 

17, And he thought 
within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits? 


18. And he said, This 
will I do: I will puil 
down my barns, and 
build greater; and there 
will I bestow all my 
fruits and my goods. 


19. And TI will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine 
ease, eat drink, and be 
merry. 


20. But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then 
whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast pro- 
vided? 

21. So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself, 
and ig not rich toward 
God. 


Luke axitt. 1. There 
were present at that sea- 
son some that told him 
of the Galileans, whose 
blood Pilate had min- 
gled with their sacri- 
fices. 


2. And Jesus answer. 
ing said unto them, 
zal ose ye that these 
Galileans were sinners 
above all the Galileans, 
because they suffered 
such things? 
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ware of every abun- 
dance, for there can be 
no life in what he posses- 
8e8. 


16. And he told them 
a parable, There was a 
rich man, whose land 
brought forth good har- 
vests, 


17. And he thought, 
What shallI do? I have 
no room to put my fruits 
away. 


18. And he said, This 
is what I will do: I will 
pu down my barns, and 

uild new ones; and [| 
will) take all my corn 
and all my possessions 
there. 


19. And 1 will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast 
large possessions — to 
last for many years. 
Sleep, eat, drink, and be 
merry. 


20. And God said to 
him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul will be 
taken from thee, so of 
what good are thy pro- 
visions? 


21. So it happens with 
him who lays up for 
himself, and does not 
grow rich in God. 


OF THE FIG - TREE 


1. There were some 
ree and they told 
lim of the Galileans, 
whom Pilate had killed. 


2. And Jesus said to 
them in reply, Do you 
imagine that these Gali- 
leans were more sinful 
than the rest, that this 
happened to them? 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


3. Ot7~xl, Adyw viv’ 
G\N day uh peravonre, 
WAVTES WOAUTWS arroNei- 
ode. 

4.°H éxetvor of S€xa 
cal dxrw, ép obs érecev 
6 mupyos év TM Diwdp, 
kal dméxtevey avrovs, 
doxetre Sri oToL deché- 
Ta. éyévovro mapa mdv- 
Tas dvOpwrovs rovs 
Karotxolvras év ‘Tepou- 
TAN ; 

5. Ovxl, Aéyw vpty: 
GN édy ph peravojre, 
wares ouolws aroneia be. 

6. “Ereye O€ ra’rny 
Thy wapapodynvy LuKjv 
elyé tis dv TM duTredou 
aurTov wepmuTevuéynv’ Kat 
F#rNGe Kaprdv (nrav év 
aur, kal oly etiper. 

7. Etre dé awpos roy 
duredoupyov, Tdov, rpla 
érn Epxouae (nr av Kap- 
wov év TH ouKy TavTy, 
kal obx evploxw: EkKo- 
Yov aurhy: lvarl kal Thy 
nv karapyet ; 

8. ‘O 6é€ droxpifels 

réyer adr@, Kupie, des 
aurhy cal TodTo 7d Eros, 
ws Srov aoxdyw epl 
avrhy, kal Bddw Kormpl- 
ay: 
9. Kav pév rohon 
xaprév: el dé urye, els 
Td pédNov éxxdWers av- 
Thy. 


3. Itell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish. 


4. Or those eighteen, 
upon whom the tower in 
Siloam fell, and slew 
them, think ye that 
they were sinners above 
all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? 


5. I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish. 


6. He spake also this 
arable; A certain man 
ad a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard; and he 
came and sought fruit 
thereon, and found 
none. 


7. Then said he unto 
the dresser of his vine- 
yard, Behold, these three 
years I come seeking 
ruit on this fig tree, 
and find none: cut it 
down; why cumbereth 
it the ground? 


8. And he answering 
said unto him, Lord, let 
it alone this year also, 
till I shall dig about it, 
and dung it: 


9. And if it bear fruit, 
well: and if not, then 
after that thou shalt cut 
it down. 
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3. Not at all. But if 
you do not come to your 
senses, you will all per- 
ish in the same way. 


4. Or those eighteen, 
who were killed by the 
tower falling uponthem, 
do you think that they 
deserved that more than 
all the other inhabitants 
of Jerusalem? 


5. Not at all. But if 
you do not come to your 
senses, you will all per- 
ish in the same way. 

6. And he told them 
this parable: A man had 
an apple-tree growing in 
his garden, and he came 
to see whether there 
was any fruit on it, and 
he found none. 


7 And he said to the 
yardener, Three years L 
have been coming here 
and looking for fruit on 
this apple-tree, and there 
is none. Cut it down; 
why should it spoil the 
ground? 


8. But the gardener 
said, Master, let it alone 
for another summer, and 
I will dig about it, and 
manure it, 


9. Perhaps it will bear 
fruit; and if it does not 
bear then, cut it down. 


(a) €av py petavonte if you do not change your ideas 


about what life ts. 


Death, the loss of the possibility of living a true life, 
by the comprehension of God, is before us at any moment, 
as it came to the rich man in the night, when he was 
getting ready to live more; as it came to the men who 
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were killed by Pilate, and to those who were killed by 


the tower. 


Every moment of our life is a happy accident, 


as the gardener’s prayer to wait cutting down the tree, as 
it might bring forth fruit. 
Verse 9 John the Baptist had said before, calling men 


to change their life. 


54. "EXeye dé xal ross 
Ey dors, Oray lSnre thy 
vepédny avaréd\ougay 
Grd dveuay, evddws dé- 
vyere, “OuBpos epxerac: 
cal ylverat olrw: 

55. Kai 8rav_ vbroy 
awvéovra, éyere, “Ort 
katvowv €orar Kal ylve- 
Tat. 

56. ‘Ymroxpral, rd 
apbowrov THs As Kal 
Tov ovpavol ofdare doxKi- 
pager: Tov 6€ Katpdy Tov- 
Tov was ob doxmmd tere ; 

57. Th 5¢ nal dd 
€avr@y ov xplyere 7rd 
Sixatoy ; 


Luke xii. 54. And he 
said also to the people, 
When ye see a cloud rise 
out of the west, straight- 
way ye Say, There com- 
eth a shower ; and go 
it is. 


55. And when ye see 
the south wind blow, ye 
say, There wil) be heat; 
and it cometh to pass. 


56. Ye hypocrites, ye 
can discern the face of 
the sky and of the earth; 
but how is it that ye do 
not discern this time? 


57. Yea, and a es even 
of yourselves judge ye 
not what is right? 


54. And he said to the 
people, When you see a 
cloud from the west, you 
gay at once, There comes 
a shower, and so it is. 


55. And when it blows 
from the south, you pea 
It will be hot; ‘and 80 it 
happens. 


56. You can guess b 
the looks of the eart 
and thesky; how then do 
you not guess in regard 
to your present condi- 
tion? 


57. Why do you not see 
in yourselves what is 
right? 


This place is repeated here in another significance. 


In Matthew it answered the question of the Pharisees 
about proofs. Here it points to this, that the destruc- 
tion through death is as evident to men as the coming 
of the storm is by certain signs. How is it that you 
know and remember that there will be a storm, and you 


do not know and remember that there will be death 2 


25. Zuveropetovro de 
aitq@ 8xdot modXol- nal 
orpagels ele mpds ab- 
TOUS, 

26. Ef ris &pyeras 
wpbs ue, kal ob mice Tov 
warépa éavrov xal rhy 
bnrépa, kal rhy yuvaixa 
cal rd réxva, kal rovs 


Luke xiv. %. And 
there went great multi- 
tudes with him: and he 
turned, and said unto 
them, 

2%. If any man come 
to me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life 


25. And a great mul- 
titude went with him; 
and he turned, and said 
to them, 


26. He who comes to 
mo, and does not esteem 
little his father, and 
mother, and wife, and 
children, and brothers, 
and sisters, and his car- 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


adeXdods Kal ras dded- 
pas, ri 5é kal Thy €av- 
Tov Wuxnv, ov duvaral 
fou madynrhs elvac. 

27. Kal 8ercs ov Ba- 
orate. roy oraupdy av- 
Tov, Kal épyerar dmrlow 
pou, od Suvaral mou elvac 
padnrhs. 

28. Tls yap é& tudy, 
Béd\wy mrupyor oixodouy- 
oat, obxyl rpw@rov kadloas 
Ynol{ea rnv dardvny, el 
yee ra mpds dirapri- 
oud ; 

20. “Iva phrore Oév- 
ros avrov Geuédoy, Kal 
uh loxvovros éxtedéoat, 
wdyvres ol  Gewpouvres 
Aptwrra: éuraltey avrg, 

30. Aéyorres, Ort ob- 
ros 6 &vOpwros Hptaro 
olxoSouerv, Kal ovK loxu- 
oev éxrehéoae. 

31.*H rls Bacrdreds, 
mopevouevos cuuPadecy 
érépw Bacthel els mdde- 
pov, ovxt Kabloas mpd- 
Tov Bovdeverat el Suvards 
dori év Séxa xtrhidou 
dravrjcas Tw pera el- 
Kote xiAcddwy éepxouevyy 
ér avrév; 

32. El 3é ptrye, &re 
abvrov wbppw bros, mpe- 
oBelav drocrel\as épwrG 
Td mpos elphyyy. | 

33. Obrws ouv mwas 
€& tudy, ds ov drordo- 
gerat wage Tots eauToU 
vrdpxovow, ov dSvvaral 
pou elvac wabyr 7s. 

34. Kadov 7d dadas: 
day 5¢ 7d dras pwpaviy, 
dv rive dprudjoerat ; 

35. Otre els yijv ote 
els korplay ebOerdy éoriv: 
Yiw Bdddrovow abrd. od 
txwy dra dxovew dxov- 
érw. 


also, he cannot be my 
disciple. 


27. And whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, can- 
not be my disciple. 


28. For which of you, 
intending to build a 
tower, sitteth not down 
first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have 
sufficient to finish it ? 


29. Lest haply, after he 
hath laid the founda- 
tion, and is not able to 
finish it, all that behuld 
it begin to mock him, 


30. Saying, This man 
began to build, and was 
not able to finish. 


31. Or what king, going 
to make war against 
another king, sitteth not 
down first, and consult- 
eth whether he be able 
with ten thousand to 
meet him that cometh 
against him with twenty 
thousand ? 


32. Or else, while the 
other is yet a great way 
off, he sendeth an am- 
bassage, and desireth 
conditions of peace. 


33. So likewise, whoso- 
ever he be of you that 
forsakethe not all that 
he hath, he cannot be 
my disciple. 


34. Salt is good: but if 
the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall 
it be seasoned ? 

35. It is neither fit for 
the land, nor yet for the 
dunghill; but men cast 
it out. He that hath 
ears to hear, let him 
hear. 
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nal life also, cannot be 
instructed by me. 


27. And he who does 
not drag his cross and 
do the same as I do, can- 
not be instructed. 


28. For each of you, 
wishing to build a house 
will first sit down and 
figure out his expenses, 
to see whether he can 
finish it. 


29. Lest, having begun 
without eee} it, 
men might mock him 


30. Here is a man who 
has begun to build and 
was not able to finish. 


31. Ora king, going to 
wage war afainst an- 
other king, sits down 
first and thinks whether 
he is able with ten thou- 
sand to fight against 
twenty thousand. 


32. Or else, he will send 
ambassadors from a dis- 
tance, to make peace. 


33. So none of you can 
be taught by me, unless 
you have first made your 
accounts. 


34, Salt is good; but 
if it is not salted, it can- 
not be corrected, 


35. It is neither dirt, 
nor dung, and has to be 
thrown out. He who has 
sense will understand, 
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(a) avrotaccopat I translate by to make an account. 


Jesus says, To be taught by me the true life, which 
saves from death, it 1s necessary to renounce everything. 
And that a man may not be sorry for the renunciation, 
he needs only figure out the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the carnal and the spiritual life. Consider 
your condition here, in this world, as he who builds a 
house and a king getting ready to wage war consider 
theirs. 

Very well, thou lovest thy father, mother, children, thy 
life. Very well, if thou canst finish this life as thou 
finishest building a house; if thou canst stave off death, 
which goes against thee with all its host; if thou canst, 
or thinkest thou canst, then build thy life. But if thou 
seest that thou canst not, that thy house will remain un- 
finished, that thou canst not conquer the king who is 
going against thee, then stop building, make peace, and 
follow ine to that life which I am showing you. There 
can be no middle. If thou believest that “only that life 
which gives the comprehension is life, then lve by that 
comprehension, and then thou wilt not be sorry for any- 
thing, but wilt gladly give up thy carnal iife; but if thou 
dost not believe and art sorry for the carnal life, thou 
hadst better not follow me. The meaning of my teach- 
ing is the renunciation of the carnal life. Tf thou wishest 
to “be my disciple, and hast not renounced everything, and 
art sorry for something, thou art like unsalted salt, which 
is not fit for anything. 


THE PARABLE OF THE SUPPER 


15. “Awotocas 8é ris ae our Rak re ai When one of shone 
a ~ when one 0 em that who were Ww 11m 
eds TuvavaKerpe rary Tav- sat at meat with him heard it, he said to him, 
ta elnev atrw, Maxd- heard these thin rs, he Blessed is he who eats 
p10s, bs padyerac Aprov said unto him, Blessed bread in the kingdom 
dy DO Baccdel ap is he thatshalleat bread of God. 
Geo), vs in the kingdom of God.a 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


16. ‘O &é elrev airy, 
"AvOpwrbs tis érolnce 
detrvov uéya, Kat éxd- 
ese TroNdous: 

17. Kai awéorede roy 
SovNov abrod TH dpa Tob 
dela vou elwetv Tots KeKAN- 
pévors, "Epxerbe, bre Hn 
€rowud éore wavra. 

18. Kai #ptavro drd 
Mids wapatreiaGar mdav- 
Tes. O mpwros elev 
airy, "Aypdr wydpaca, 
Kal yw avdyxny éfed- 
Getv xal idety avréy 
épwr® oe, EXE me Tapy- 
TnLEVOY. 


16. Then said he unto 
him, A certain man 
made a great supper, 
and bade mauy: 


17. And sent his serv- 
ant at supper time to 
say to them that were 
bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready. 


18. And they all with 
one consent began to 
make excuse. The first 
said unto him, I have 
bought a piece of 
ground, and I must 
needs go and see it: 
Il pray thee have me 
excused. 


381 


16. And Jesus said, 
A man prepared a great 
feast, and invited many. 


17. And sent his serv- 
ant to tell the guests, 
It is time for the supper. 
Go, it igs ready now. 


18. And they began 
one after another to 
excuse themselves. The 
first said, I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I 
must go and see it. 


(a) The meaning of this verse is a doubt in the very 
This man says, Very well, we shall 
divide everything up, but how if there is no kingdom 


kingdom of God. 


of God ? 


This parable resembles the parable in Matthew, but 


has a different meaning. 


In order not to make a mistake 


in its significance, we must clearly understand the occa- 
sion on which it was said. Doubt 1s expressed whether 
there will be the kingdom of God, for which the carnal 
life is to be given up. The parable expresses an answer 
to the doubt. Jesus says, There can be no doubt. You 
are called, and you know that there is a feast, but you do 
not come, not because you are in doubt, but because you 


are busy with your false wealth. 


19. Kal &repos elzre, 
Zevyn Boar 7ybpaca 
mévre, Kal ‘topevouat 
Soxuudoa avTd: épwrd 
ge, Exe me TapYT HME vov. 

20. Kal @repos eltre, 
Tuvatka %ynua, xal dia 
Toro ov Svvapac €Oety. 


Luke xiv. 19, And 
another said, I have 
bought five yoke of 
oxen, and | go to prove 
them: I pray thee have 


me excused, 


20. And another said, 
I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot 
come. 


19. Another said, I 
have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and I go to try 
them: pray, have me 
excused, 


_ 20. A thiid said, Il have 
just married, and there- 
fore I cannot come. 
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21. Kal wapayevdpe- 
vos 6 Sovdos exetvos driy- 
yee TQ Kuply avrov 
ratra. Todre dpyicbels 
6 olxodeorérns elwe TQ 
doviw abrov, “EkedOe 
raxéws eis Tas miarelas 
Kal piuas THs wddews, 
kal rovs mTwyxovs Kal 
dvamrypous Kal ywdovs 
kai ruddovds eladyaye 
woe, 

22. Kal elrev 6 dot- 
Aos, Kupie, yéyorey ws 
éwératas, xai €re rébros 
éore. 

23. Kal elev 6 xvpios 
wpos Tov dovdoy, “ EkedOe 
eis ras od0vs xal ppary- 
wous, kal dvd-yKacor eic- 
edOeitv, iva yeuicOy 6 
olkés sou. 

24. ANéyw yap ver, 
bri ovdels Trav avipwr 
éxelvwy Tay Kex\nuévwy 


21. So that servant 
came, and shewed his 
lord these things. Then 
the master of the house 
being angry said to his 
servant, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes 
of the city, and bring in 
hither the poor, and the 
maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind. 


22. And the servant 
said, Lord, it is done as 
thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. 


23. And the lord said 
unto the servant, Go out 
into the highways and 
hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that 
my house may be filled. 


2. For I say unto you, 
That none of those men 
which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper. 
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21. And the servant 
came and told every- 
thing to his master. 
The master grew angry, 
and said to his servants, 
Go out at once into the 
streets and into the 
square, and bring in 
the poor, and the needy, 
and the lame, and the 
blind. 


22. And the servant 
said, Master, I have done 
everything as thou hast 
commanded, and yet 
there is room left. 


23. And the master 
said to the servant, Go 
out into the streets and 
squares, and persuade 
all to come, that my 
house may be filled. 


24. For I tell you, None 
of those who were in- 
vited will eat my sup- 
per. 


yevoeral pov Tov del- 


The meaning of the parable is transparent and clear. 
In the sermon on the mount it said, Blessed are the poor, 
woe to the rich. And now we get the explanation why 
the poor are called, and they are glad, and come: they 
have nothing else to think of. But the rich are detained 
by their cares: one has to attend to his field, another to 
his oxen, a third to a wedding. All the poor come, and 
there is still room left for any one who wants to come. 
And it says what a man has to do, in order that he may 
be able to come: he has to leave behind worldly cares 
about his wealth; there is always room left for those who 
want to come, that is, to give up their wealth; but those 
who do not want to do so, who are busy with their oxen, 
their field, and their wives, cannot come, and they will 
not see the supper. 


HARMONIZED AND TRANSLATED 


2. ‘Qpoww6n % Baci- 
Aela Tay ovpavdy ap- 
Opwry Baorret, bor«s 
érolnoe yduous TH lg 
aurov: 

3. Kal dwéore:ve rovs 
dovAouvs avrov Kadéoat 
Tovs KexAnpévous els TOUS 
yduous- Kal ovx #Oedov 
€NGecv. 

4. Wdduw daréorecrer 
GdrXous dovdAous, Aéywr, 
Elrrare rots xexXynpeévots, 
"Id0d, 7d Apirrdy pov 
nroluaca, ol taipol pou 
kal ra oirioTa TeOupéva, 
Kai mavra €rowuua: devTe 
els Tovs ydpous. 

5. Ol dé dpedioavres 
drArOov, 6 pev els Tov 
tStov aypdv, o dé els THY 
éumroplav avrov: 

6. Ol 5é Aowrol xpa-~ 
thoavres rovs dovdous 
avrov UBpicav kal dré- 
KTELYOY. 

7. "Axovoas dé 6 Bact- 
revs WoyloOn, kalréuwas 
Td oTparevpata avTou 
dirw ere Tous povers éxel- 
vous, kal Thy wodww av- 
Tay évérpnoe. 

8. Tore réye Tots 
SovrAors avrod, ‘O pev 
yduos Eroiuds érriv, ob 
dé KxexAnudvor ovK Foav 
Aécor. 

9. TopeverGe ody éxl 
ras duetbdovs Tay odar, 
cal 8cous dy ebpnre xahé- 
care els TOUS Ydmous. 

10. Kat éteXGdvres of 
Soro. éxetvor els Tas 
dd00s, cuviyayov rdvras 
8cous ebpov, Tovnpovs Te 
cal dyadovs: Kal érdnoOn 
d yduos dvaxepévwr. 

11. ElcedOoy &é 6 
Bacireds Gedoac Gat Tovs 


Matt. xxii. 2. The 
kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a certain king, 
which made a marriage 
for his son, 


3. And sent forth his 
servants to call them 
that were bidden to the 
wedding: and _ they 
would not come. 


4. Again, he sent forth 
other servants, saying, 
Tell them which are 
bidden, Behold, I have 
prepared my dinner: my 
oxen and my fatlings are 
killed, and all things are 
ready: come unto the 
mInarriage. 


5. But they made light 
of it, and went their 
ways, one to his farm, 
another to his merchan- 
dise : 

6. And the remnant 
took his servants, and 
entreated them _ spite- 
fully, and slew them. 


7. But when the king 
heard thereof, he was 
wroth: and he _ sent 
forth his armies, and 
destroyed those murder- 
ers, and burned up their 
city. 


8. Then saith he to his 
servants, The wedding is 
ready, but they which 
were bidden were not 
worthy. 


9. Go ye therefore into 
the highways, and as 
many as ye shall find, 
bid to the marriage. 


10. So those servants 
went out into the high- 
ways, and gathered to- 
gether all as many as 
they found, both bad 
and good; and the wed- 
ding was furnished with 
guests. 

11. And when the king 
came into see the guests, 
he saw there a man 


383 


2. The kingdom of 
God is like this: a cer- 
tain king made a mar- 
riage for his son, 


3. And sent out his 
servants to invite the 
guests to the feast, and 
they would not come. 


4. Again he sent other 
servants, saying, Tell 
the guests that the din- 
ner is prepared; all the 
fatted oxen are killed. 
Everything is ready, 
come to the feast. 


5. But the guests did 
not accept the call: one 
went to the field, and 
another to the market, 


6. And others again 
seized the servants, 
treated them badly, and 
beat then. 


7. The king was of- 
fended, and he sent his 
soldiers against them 
and destroyed them, anc 
burned their city. 


8. Then the king said 
to his servants, The 
dinner is ready, but the 
guests did not agree. 


9. Go now to the lanes, 
and whomsoever you 
find invite to the feast. 


10. And the servants 
went along the roads 
and gathered as many 
as they found, both bad 
and good, and the rooms 
were full of guests, 


11. And the king came 
out to see the feast, and 
he saw @ man who had 
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dvaxemuévous, eldev exer 


dvépwrov utk évdeduue- 
voy €vduua ydpou- 

12, Kai dAéyee avrg, 
"Eratpe, was ela nrOes We 
LN Exwy Evduua yapov ; 6 
d€ Epiuwn. 

13. Tre elrev 6 Bacr- 
Aevs Tots Staxdvas, An- 
gavres avrov modas Kal 
xétpas, Apare avroy xai 
éxPadere eis TO oKxdTos TO 
éfwrepov: éxel ora 6 
KAauvOuds Kal 0 Bpuvyeds 
Tov dddvrwy. 

14. HodXol ydp eloc 
KkAnrol, drAlyo dé éxdex- 
Tol. 


which had not on 
wedding garment: 


12. And he saith unto 
him, Friend, how camest 
thou in hither not hav- 
inga wedding garment?a 
And he was speechless. 

13. Then said the king 
to the servants, Hind 
him hand and foot, and 
take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness ; 
there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 


14. For many = are 
called, but few are 
chosen. 
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not on a wedding gar- 
ment. 


12. And he said to him, 
Friend, how didst thou 
come here without a 
wedding garment? The 
guest was silent. 

13. Then the king said 
to the servants, Bind 
him hand and foot, and 
take him and throw him 
into the darkness away 
from here. 


14. For many are 
called, but few are 
chosen. 


(a) He who came to a wedding had to put on a gar- 


ment furnished by the host. 


He who did not put it on 


showed his contempt for the master and did not do his 


wil. 


John vt. 44. No mun can unite with me, if the Father who 
has sent me did not draw him to himself. 


by the last day. 


And I will raise him 


Matt. vii. 21. Not every one who says to me, Lord, Lord, will 
receive the kingdom of God, but he who does the will of the 
Father in heaven, who has sent me. 


The parable of the wedding of the king is only an ex- 


planation of these thoughts. 
and of the feast is repeated in Luke. 


The parable of the wedding 


In spite of the 


close resemblance of the parables themselves, their appli- 
Both the idolatrous and the free 


cation is different. 
churches acknowledge this fact. 


But both see in these 


two parables only an indication that the Jews will not be 
saved, while the Gentiles will. 
It seems to me that that idea is so simple and so poor 


that, if Jesus really had such a thought, he would not 
have given himself the trouble to elucidate it by parables. 
Reuss (Vol. 1, p. 486): 


| 


; aS iisail 
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Le maitre de la maison, c’est Dieu; le festin, c’est la félicité 
du royaume de Dieu; l'invitation a été faite, il y a longtemps 
déja; enfin le moment du festin arrive, tout est prét: cela se 
rapporte @ l’Evangile, a la bonne nouvelle que le royaume est 
proche, et qu’avec le repentir et la foi on y entrera directement ; 
le serviteur qui va prendre les invités, c’est Jésus s’adressant aux 
Juifs, a@ ceux qui connaissent la loi et les prophéetes, aux gens 
d’école, aux riches. 


For him who reads the Gospel straight, as it is written, 
these parables are an elucidation of one and the same 
thought, as expressed in the parable of the talents, in the 
whole teaching, and in all the other parables, but with 
new shades. These parables most closely resemble the 
parable of the talents. What is new here is that, while 
the parable of the talents elucidates the verse which says 
that the Father’s will is that I should not waste anything 
he has given me, this one explains the idea that no one 
can come to me, if the Father did not draw him. The 
Father draws to him, as the king calls all to supper and 
wishes to have as many guests as possible. The Father 
calls and draws allto him. If some will not come, others 
will. If some seeds fall by the wayside, on the stones, 
and into the thorns, others will fall on good ground, and 
there will be fruit. The Father does more than sow the 
field and wait: he has prepared the good and calls to 
him. But to some people it seems that the affairs which 
occupy them are more important, and some simply fail to 
come, while others, like the inhabitants of the city, in the 
parable of the talents, who do not at all wish to acknowl- 
edge the king, offend the servants and kill them. 

The king destroys these and fills his rooms for the 
supper with those who want to come. 

The comprehension calls all. Some hear and under- 
stand it, but do not wish to abandon themselves to it, — 
and they remain, such as they were, with the possibility 
of life; others simply do not acknowledge the compre- 
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hension and are hostile to it, and so they are destroyed ; 
others again unite with the comprehension. 

One part of the thought is expressed, but another is 
still left, namely, about those who acknowledge the com- 
prehension. Some guests do the master’s will and receive 
the good which he gives to them, — the wedding garment. 
The comparison of the doing of the master’s will with the 
garment given by the master shows that the execution of 
the master’s will is not dithcult, and that, independently 
of the doing of the master’s will, it is a good in itself. 

Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me: for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
30. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

Others did not do the master’s will, did not accept the 
garment, and these the master had thrown out. With 
them happened what had happened with those who beat 
the servants. Some unite with the comprehension and 
fulfil it, others do not. Those who do not are destroyed, 
hike those who are hostile to it. 

This is the way the church interprets Matthew's para- 
ble. One gets horrified as one reads these careless inter- 
pretations. It is as though the whole matter concerned 
some pope. They wmite anything that passes through 
their head. To John Chrysostom it occurred that it 
means that the Jews received it, and the Gentiles did not, 
and he writes at haphazard, not noticing that it says, 
Some refused, and some killed. He writes, They did 
more than that,— they killed. And this nonsense and 
incorrect deviation from the meaning has been repeated 
a thousand years. 

Here is the interpretation of the church (pp. 400-402): 


This parable evidently represents the rejection of the Jews 
and the calling of the Gentiles. The Gospel was first of all in- 
tended for and preached to the Jews as a chosen people; but 
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in their blindness they rejected it; then it was turned to the 
Gentiles, and they accepted it, — such is the idea which is lying 
at the foundation of the parable. As regards the details and 
particular points, -— many of them serve only as an adornment 
of figurative language and do not contain any mysterious signifi- 
cance. 

To call them that were bidden: Consequently, these bidden 
guests were called before, that is, they had been informed that 
there would be a feast at the house of the king at a given time, 
and they were invited to be present ; the calling by the servants 
is merely an invitation to come to the feast which was ready. 
The Jews had indeed been prepared by the law and the prophets 
about the kingdom of Messias which was to be opened, and had 
been called by them to take part in it. Then, when this king- 
dom of Messias was opened, the Jews had been called by John 
to take part in it, and he sent them to Christ, saying, To him it 
will be added, but from me it will be taken; then by the Son 
himself, for he says, Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matt. xi. 28), and again, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink (John 
vii. 35). He called them not only with words, but also with 
works. 

And they would not come: Of course, not all refused ; many be- 
lieved John and believed in Christ. But here reference is had 
to the majority of people in general, for it says in general that 
the Jews denied Christ, though many believed in him. 

Sent forth other servants: From the context these other serv- 
ants might be the apostles who, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
were witnesses of the Gospel in Jerusalem and in the whole of 
Judea according to the promise of the Lord (Acts i. 8). They 
again solemnly called the formerly bidden Jews into the opened 
kingdom of Christ, when, according to the previous expression, 
the dinner was fully prepared. 

Made light of it: By disregarding the invitation of the king, 
the guests expressed their contempt for the king who bade them 
come. 

To his farm, to his merchandise: They were so buried in their 
selfish affairs, that for their sake they neglected the king’s invi- 
tation. Thus the attachment for worldly goods deflects us from 
the gratification of the higher spiritual needs. The worldly, 
selfish considerations kept the Jews, in the persons of their rep- 
resentatives, from entering into the kingdom of Christ. And 
not only the fact that they did not come is bad, but what is 
most senseless and terrible is this: they received very badly 
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those who came, and killed ... they killed Stephen, put to 
death James, and offended the apostles. 


PARABLE OF 


1. “Av@owmrds tis Fv 
wrovowos, ds elyev ofxovd- 
pov Kal otros dteSrAHOn 
alry ws diacKxoprifwy 
Ta vrapyYorra auTou. 

2. Kal gwricas av- 
rov elmer avr, Ti rod- 
TO GKovWw Tepl Gov; amrd- 
dos TOY Adyor TIS OlKoVvo- 
uias gov’ ov yap durynoy 
ETL OLKOVOMELY. 

3. Bore 6é¢ év édaurp 
0 oixovduos, Th roimow, 
OTL O KUPLOS ov Apatper- 
Tac THY olxovouiay am 
€ LOU ; oKadTTey  ovK 
loxvw, érairety algyv- 
VOLaL. 

4. “Eyswy rh ronjow, 
iva, Srav peracra’a 
THs olxovoulas, défwvral 
me els TOUS OlKoUS auT WY. 

5. Kal wrpookader da ue- 
vos tva lUxacrov tw 


xX pewperrer Wy Tov Kupiov 


éaurod, EXeye TY TPwTy, 
Ilécov dpeldhecs TY Kupip 


pou; 

6. 'O 6é elrev, ‘Exa- 
Tov Bdrous édalov. kal 
elrrev avry, Adtar cov 76 
ypauua, Kal kKalicas 
Taxéws ypdwov twevrh- 


7. "Ewecra érépy elie, 
Zu 6é wbaov ddelrers; 6 
dé elev, ‘Exardv xbpous 
girov. Kal héye airg, 
Adégtac gov Tod Ypdupa, 
Kal ypdwov d-ySohkovra. 

Kal érvecev 6 Kv- 
pios Tov olxovbuov ris 
ddixlas, 87: gpovluws 


THE RICH MAN AND 


Luke xvi. 1. There 
was a certain rich man, 
which had a steward; 
and the same was ac- 
cused unto him that he 
had wasted his poods. 


2. And he called him, 
and said unto him, How 
jis it that J hear this of 
thee? Give an account 
of thy stewardship; for 


thou. mayest be no 
longer steward, 

3. Then the steward 
said within himself, 
What shall I do’ tor 
my lord taketh away 
from me the steward- 


ship: 1 cannot dip; to 
bey [ atm ashamed. 


4. Tam resolved what 
to do, that, when I am 
put out of the steward- 
ship, they may receive 
me ato their houses. 

5. So he called every 
one of his lord's debtors 
unto him, and said unto 


the first, How much 
owest thou unto my 
lord? 


6. And he said, A hun- 
dred measures of oil. 
And he said unto him, 
Take thy bill, and sit 
down quickly, and write 
fifty. 


7. Then said he to 
another, And how much 
owest thou? And he 
said, A hundred meas- 
ures of wheat. And he 
said unto him, Take thy 
bill, and write fourscore. 


8. And the lord com- 
mended the  unjuste 
steward, because he had 
done wisely : for the 


THE STEWARD 

1. There was a rich 
man, who had a stew- 
ard; and the steward 
was accused of wasting 
the master’s goods. 


2. And he called him, 
and said, There are 
rumours about thee. 
Give me an account of 
thy stewardship, for 
thou canst no longer be 
a steward. 


3. And the steward 
said to bimself, What 
shall I do when the 
Inaster takes away from 
me the stewardship? 1 


have no strength to 
plough; to beg I am 
ashamed. 


4. I know what to do 
that, when Tam put out 
of the stewardship, good 

~eOple may recelve Me 
in their houses. 


5. So he called every 
one Of his master’s debt- 
ors, and said, How much 
dost thou Owe my mas- 
ter? 


6. And he aaid, A hun- 
dred pails of oi). And 
he said to him, Take thy 
bill, and sit down and 
write quickly fifty. 


7. Then he said to 
another, How much 
dost thou owe? A hun- 
dred measures of bread. 
And he said to him, 
Take thy bill, and write 
eighty. 


8. And the master 
commended the stew. 
ard of the irregular 
wealth, because he had 
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é€xoinoev: drt of viol Tov 
al@vos TovTOU Ppovipmwr e- 
po. vrép rovs viovs Tov 
gwrods els Thy yevear TH 
€auT wv eioe. 

9 Kayo tyiy rNéyw, 
Tlowjoare éavrots Pidous 
€x TOU papwra THS adcKl- 
as, iva, drav éxdlryre, 
ddfwyvTac wvudas els Tas 
alwvious oxnvas. 

10. ‘O miorés év éda- 
XloTw Kal év TOAAD TWe- 
orés éatt- kal 0 éy éXaxl- 
oTw &dcxos kai év TokA@ 
Adixds éorev. 

11. El oty év r@ aél- 
KW MPauwea mwioTol ovK 
éyéverGe, TO aNNOcvor Tls 
Uely TLTTEVCEL ; 


12. Kal ef év r@ 
dddorT ply miarot ovK éyé- 
verOe, TO vpérepov Ths 
duty dwoes ; 

13. Ovdels olxérns dv- 
varat duvoi xvplos dov- 
every’ yap Tov eva 
puchoe, Kai Tov &TEpov 
ayamrjoe h évds avocte- 
Tat, Kai Tov érépov Ka- 
Tappovyce ov dvvacde 
Beg Sovdeverv kal papw- 
va. 


children of this world 
are in their generation® 
wiser than the children 
of light. 


9. And J say unto you, 


Make to ourselves 
friends of t e mam- 
mon of wnrighteous- 


ness; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you 
into everlasting habita- 
tions. 

10. He that is faithfule 
in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: 
and he that is unjust in 
the least is unjust also 
in much. 


ll. If therefore ye 
have not been faithful 
in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, who will commit 
to your trust the true 
riches? 

12. And if ye have not 
been faithful in that 
which is another man’s, 
who shall give you that 
which is your own? 


13. No servant can 
serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the 
one, and love the other: 
or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon. 


389 


done wisely: for the 
children of this world 
are wiser than the chil- 
dren of light among 
their own. 


9. And I tell you, Make 
for yourselves friends of 
the wealth of unright- 
eousness, that, when 
it will fail you, you may 
be received under the 
everlasting roofs. 


10. He who does right 
in little things will do 
right in great things. 
And he who does wrong 
in little things will do 
wrong in preat things. 


11. If therefore you do 
wrong in the unright- 
eous. wealth, who will 
commit to your trust 
the real wealth ? 


12. And if you do not 
right in what is an- 
other’s, who will give 
you what is your own? 


13. No servant 
serve two masters: 
either he will esteem 
the one little, and will 
please the other, or he 
will work well for the 
one, and will negiect the 
other. You cannot work 
for God and for wealth. 


can 


(a) Tov otxovepoy THs adcxias is translated by the unjust 
steward. This translation 1s incorrect, for then it would 
say addixov, and not THs adicias, as indeed it says in Verse 
10; since tHs adiucéas refers in the next verse to Tob 
pauwva, and the meaning is here the same, that is, that 
the steward was a steward over ill-gotten wealth, I put 


in the word wealth. 


(b) More correctly of his kind. 
(c) meotos has here the meaning of believing, as in: 


John 27. 


XX. 


Then 


saith he to Thomas, 


Reach _ hither 


thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy 
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hand, and thrust it into my side; and be not faithless, but 
believing. 

Acts xrt. 15. And when she was baptized, and her household, 
she besought us, saying, If ye have Judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she con- 
strained us. 

1 Tim. iv. 3. Forbidding to marry, and commanding to ab- 
stain from meats, which (cod hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 


This parable is regarded as the most incomprehensible 
and offensive parable. It has been explained in every 
imaginable way, without getting anything out of it. But 
we need only refrain from giving any interpretation to 
this, that only the mendicant vagrants are in the king- 
dom of God; that he who has possessions will not 
be admitted, will not even be able to enter through the 
gates of the kingdom of God; that the first condition for 
entering into the kingdom of God consists in rejecting 
possessions; that it is impossible to serve God and 
mamimon, as it 1s impossible with one eye to look upon 
the sky, and with the other upon the earth, — we need 
only refrain from interpreting all that, which has been 
said so many times before from all sides, and the parable 
is so clear and simple that there is no need for any inter- 
pretations. 

This is the way our churchmen interpreted it (Interpre- 
tation of the Gospel of Luke, pp. 473-475): 


T say unto you: Of course, this is said to all hearers and fol- 
lowers of the Lord without exception ; but in the present case 
the discourse is more particularly directed to the publicans, for the 
parable is especially adapted to them, to the correction and proper 
direction of their manner of acting. It is as though the Lord 
said, You publicans can in some way make use of the example of 
the unjust steward; with the property of his master he gained 
friends for himself, who will receive him into their houses, when 
he has lost his place. And so will you, if you are guided in 
business by selfish ends, if you make dishonest use of everything 
which the Lord has entrusted to you, be compelled sooner or 
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later to give an account of your misdeeds, which could not be 
unknown to the Omniscient One. Ought you not to have a 
thought for this, that you should not be left without a roof in 
misfortune, and, while the wealth is in your hands, use it for the 
advantage of your souls, for the acquisition of an eternal home ? 
H{ere is the means for it: use it for the advantage of your neigh- 
bours, the poor, the needy. The discharged steward by his in- 
ventiveness, though it was connected with the deception of his 
master, acquired for himself friends and a home in misfortune. 

Emulate this inventiveness of the children of this life (of 
course, without the use of deception), succour your neighbours 
with your wealth, and these poor will prepare for you an ever- 
lasting habitation, as the friends prepared a temporary abode for 
the unjust steward. 

Unrighteous mammon: Mammon is the same as wealth; the 
wealth is called unrighteous in the same sense in which the steward 
is called above an unjust steward, and as farther down it 1s opposed 
to righteous mammon, that is, in the sense of its unrighteousness 
and deception. Wealth furnishes causes and pretexts and means 
for an unjust, unscrupulous, and dishonest mauner of actions, as 
is shown by the example of the allegorical steward; in that sense 
it is unrighteous, in that it leads to an unrighteous, incorrect, and 
unjust manner of acting. On the other hand, it is unrighteous 
even because it is false, deceptive, transitory, in contradistinction 
to true, spiritual wealth, the wealth of the virtues, the everlast- 
ing, incorruptible wealth. With this unrighteous wealth it is 
none the less possible, by using it correctly, to make friends of 
the poor, the needy, in general of those who demand aid and 
succour here on earth, and they will get for us everlasting 
habitations in heaven, since such a use of wealth is a virtue, for 
which wil] follow the reward in the kingdom of heaven. 


Reuss interprets it much better. His whole interpreta- 
tion would be quite correct, if only he did not misinterpret 
the chief teaching of the Gospel about possessions being 
incompatible with the kingdom of God (Reuss, Vol. L, 
pp. 496-501): 


Cet homme administrait mal; les intéréts de son patron 
souffraient entre ses mains, il détournait l’argent 4 son profit, ou 
ne le faisait pas valoir (sect. 105), etc. Le maitre apprend cela 
et lui enjoint de rendre ses comptes. L’économe sait qu’il perdra 
sa place, parce qu’il ne pourra pas se justifier; il va se trouver 
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sans moyens d’existence, et ne se sent pas disposé & gagner sa vie 
par le travail manuel. [1 imagine done de se créer des resources 
en faisant des arrangements avec les débiteurs (fermiers ?) de son 
maitre. Comme toutes les affaires ont été entre ses mains, cette 
intrigue peut réussir; le maitre ne pourra pas faire intervenir les 
tribunaux, les billets (contrats, obligations) qui lui seront remis, 
seront les seuls qui existent, les seuls qui puissent obliger les 
débiteurs, lesquels, déchargés (frauduleusement, il est vrai, au 
point de vue du créancier ; mais de gré a gré et valablement, en 
tant que l’économe avait procuration) d’une bonne partie de leur 
dette (fermage ?), devaient se trouver disposés a accorder des 
avantages & l’homme qui leur avait fait cette gracieuseté. 
Toute histoire revient donc a dire que l'homme de la parabole 
s'assura ce qu’on appelle aujourd’hui des pots de vin ; seulement 
ces pots de vin, d’apres le but de la parabole, devaient se payer 
en nature, par d’autres services a rendre. Le maitre pouvait en 
étre faché comme propri¢taire; mais ici, ou il s’agit de Vappré- 
ciation d’un acte, consideré au point de vue de celui qui en est 
UVauteur, et non d’une réalité historique, le maitre ne peut s’em- 
pécher de reconnaitre que c’était un moyen ingénieuz de parer 
aux éventualités. Si cet individu, dit-il, n’a pas soigné mes 
intéréts a moi, il a du moins pourvu aux siens propres. Et la 
maniére dont il a été trompé lui arrache, malgré lui, sans doute, 
un aveu que le narrateur peut trés-convenablement appeler un 
éloge. 

2° Lapplication (v. 8, 9). Ici i} faut avant tout bien se 
pénétrer de deux choses: du sens du mot de prudence, et de la 
portée du comparatif et de la comparaison, contenus dans le v. 8 
La prudence n’est pas une qualité morale (Matth. x. 16, sect. 40) ; 
e’est aptitude de V’esprit a trouver et a disposer les moyens de 
maniere a atteindre le but et 4 éviter ainsi les chances contraires. 
Cette qualité, est-il dit, les enfants du siecle la possédent générale- 
ment a un plus haut: degré que les enfants de la lumiere. Le 
terme d’enfants (fils), d’aprés un trope hébren bien connu et 
souvent employe é dans le Nouveav Testament (Luc x. 6, Mare 
iii. 17, Eph. ii. 2, etc.), sert & circonscrire l’adjectif de qualité ; 
les enfants du siecle, du monde, sont done les mondains, ceux 
qui se préoccupent avant tout ou exclusivement des intéréts 
matériels; les enfauts de la lumiére (Jean xii. 36, 1 Thess. v. 5, 
Eph. v. 8) sont ceux qui, éclairés par lesprit de Dieu, dirigent 
leurs regards et leur activité vers le ciel et les biens qu’il nous 
réserve. Or, l’expérience prouve que les premiers ont plus de 
savoir faire que les seconds, nous voulons dire qu’ils montrent une 
plus grande intelligence des conditions de la réussite dans ce 
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qu’ils se proposent. Dans l’application spéciale a l’argent, cela 
veut done dire que les premiers savent trés-bien s’en servir pour 
arriver & leurs fins, qu’ils savent faire leurs affaires, tandis que 
les seconds ne font pas aussi bien les Jeurs, et ne tirent pas des 
moyens dont ils disposent tous les avantages qu’il serait possible 
de réaliser, dans leur intérét te] qu’ils le congvivent. (La phrase 
accessoire: dans leurs rapports avec leurs semblables, applicable 
dans la pensée de l’orateur aux enfants du siécle seuls, et non 
pas également aux enfants de la lumiére, découle directement de 
la parabole, Péconome ayant su faire ses affaires avec des gens 
qui le valaient, qui étaient de sa trempe, qui savaient trouver 
leur avantage a lui faire trouver le sien.) 

Il est donc entendu que si Jésus & son tour, prenant la parole 
apres le maitre de la parabole (v. 9: Et moi je vous dis... .), 
présente ’économe comme une espece de modéle, il n’est pas 
question dun jJugement moral a porter sur cet homme, tout 
aussi peu qu "i1 sera question d@approuver moralement la conduite 
du juge qui fait son devoir pour ne pas étre importuné (sect. xe 
ou celle de Vindividu qui oblige son ami a contre cour (sect. 62 
On peut apprendre quelque chose, et méme beaucoup, de ceux 
qui, & bien des ége ards, ne suivent pas le bon chemin; si eux, par 
exemple, songent a l’avenir et se ménagent, avec les moyens dont 
ils disposent aujourd’hui, une position sfire pour des éventualités 
difficiles, pourquoi vous, a@ plus forte raison, n’agiriez-vous pas 
d'une maniére analogue, et cela avec des intentions plus pures, 
dans un but plus noble et plus élevé ¢ 

Or, cet avenir était, pour l’économe, le jour ot il pouvait 
trouver un asile dans les maisons des débiteurs de son maitre; 
pour les disciples, enfants de la lumieére, c’est la perspective des 
demeures éternelles. I] reste donc & examiner les deux autres 
points de la comparaison, les amis et le mammon. 

Par les amis, la plupart des commentateurs entendent assez 
naturellement les hommes pour le bien desquels on aura employé 
sa fortune. Mais cette interprétation n’est pourtant pas a l’abri 
de toute objection. Comment Jésus peut-il dire, comme si cela 
allait de soi, que les hommes auxquels on aura fait du bien 
serout morts avant leurs bienfaiteurs, de maniére & recevoir 
ceux-ci dans le séjour des bienheureux, quand ils y arriveront a 
leur tour? Et puis, sont-ce donc les hommes qui assurent une 
place a leurs semblables dans ce séjour-la, comme les débiteurs 
de la parabole le font a l’égard de I’économe? Nous croyons 
donc plutét que les amis sont des personnes ou puissances qui 
disposent de ces places; le pluriel, qui a engagé quelques inter- 
prétes & songer de préférence aux anges, ne nous génera pas ici, 
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parce qu’il est tout simplement emprunté au récit parabolique. 
L’amitié qu’on doit songer a gagner par un bon emploi des biens 
de la terre, c’est celle de Dieu (Luc xix. 17, sect. 90), et s'il 
fallait absolument aller plus Join pour justifier le pluriel, le 
Christ se présenterait immédiatement @ notre esprit pour 
Vexpliquer (Matth. xxv. 34 suiv., sect. 106). 

Cette question s’est compliquée par suite d’une variante fort 
curieuse dans notre texte. La legon vulgaire est traduite assez 
convenablement: lorsque vous viendrez a@ mourir (litt.: @ man- 
quer); mais des témoins anciens et respectables ont une legon 
beaucoup moins facile et par conséquent trées-digne d'attention ; 
quand tL (le mammon) viendra a mecanequer, quand: vous n’en aurez 
plus. Cette legon convient trés-bien a la parabole: ’économe se 
tit des amis pour Je moment ou ses ressources antérieures lui 
feraient défaut; le disciple de Christ doit en faire autant pour le 
moment oi les biens matériels n’y peuvent plus rien (Matth. vi. 
20, sect. 14, Luc xii. 33, sect. 66). 

Nous arrivons @ une dernitre expression du v. 9, qui est bien 
la plus difficile de toutes et qui a le plus dérouté lexégése. L’ob- 
jet avec lequel on doit se faire des amis est appelé (littéralement) 
le mammon de Vinjustice. Que le mot hébreu, que nous avons con- 
servé avec l’évangéliste, signifie la richesse, Uargent, Vavoir pécu- 
niaire qu’on amasse, cela n'a plus besoin d’étre démontré (Matth., 
vi. 24, sect. 14). Que le génitif (de Cinjustice) provienne d’un 
idiotisme de la langue hébraique et doive étre rendu par l’adjec- 
tif, cela ne souffre pas de difficulté. Le juge de Cinjustice (Luc 
Xviil. 6, sect. 80) est certainement un juge injuste ; dans notre 
texte méme, deux lignes plus haut, 11 était question de l’econome 
de Vinjustice ; et deux lignes plus bas (v. 11), Padjectif remplace 
le génitif dans la phrase dont nous nous occupons. Mais qu’est-ce 
done que la richesse injuste? S’arrétant a la signification ordi- 
naire de Vadjectif, on a souvent pensé & un bien mal acquis, 
quoique, & vrai dire, le mot injuste qualifie celui qui agit con- 
trairement & la justice, ce qui est autre chose. Mais enfin, 
devons-nous done croire que Jésus supposait a ses disciples des 
biens mal acquis? Et si cela peut avoir été le cas pour que)- 
ques-uus, pourquoi ne leur dit-il pas de rendre @ qui de droit ce 
quils ont mal acquis? Ou bien, si cela n’était pas toujours pos- 
sible, les auménes faites avec de argent mal acquis effacent-elles 
le premier tort, de sorte que les amis an ciel n’y regarderont plus? 
Et puis, ’économe de la parabole était-il done injuste (comme 
Yappelle la bible allemande)? T) manquait & son devoir, il 
trompait, il était infidele, comme Vappelle trés-bien la bible 
frangaise. Enfin, on remarquera qu’au y, 11, Vopposé de la 
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richesse prétendue injuste, est la richesse véritable, le vrai trésor, 
ce qui nous fait voir clairement que le premier adjectif est mal 
traduit. Et au v. 10, le contraire d’injuste est jfidele, ce qui 
semble devoir de nouveau nous recommander de remplacer le 
mot injuste par infidele, 

Par ces diverses raisons, on a été amené & donner au mot grec 
du texte le sens d’infidele. Pour l’économe, cela allait de soi; la 
richesse infidéle devait @tre celle qui trompe son possesseur, 
parce qu’elle n’est pas assurée ; elle peut étre enlevée, perdue de 
diverses manieéres, et en tout cas elle ne nous suit pas dans l’autre 
vie, elle est passagére. On a méme signalé cet emploi du terme 
dans la littérature rabbinique. En apparenceé, cette seconde in- 
terprétation est de beaucoup préférable a la premiere; a y 
regarder de prés, elle donne également prise a la critique. 
L’économe et Vargent peuvent étre appelés infidéles tous les 
deux, mais chacun dans un autre sens. L’un a positivement 
et méchamment (rompe son maitre, l'autre peut manquer acciden- 
tellement au sien. La différence nous semble assez grande pour 
rendre douteux Vexpédient exégétique tout entier. 

Mais ce qui nous détermine surtout a abandonner cette expli- 
cation, c’est qu'elle 6te & Vadjectif, dans l’un des deux cas, toute 
valeur morale, tandis qwelle la lui conserve dans l'autre cas. 
Jamais, dans le Nouveau Testament, cet adjectif, d’un usage 
d’ailleurs si fréquent, n’est dépouillé de toute portée morale; il 
indique toujours un vice, c’est-a-dire une qualité positivement 
mauvaise, et non pas seulement un défaut, c’est-a-dire l’absence 
d’un avantage matériel. Voil& pourquoi nous avons hardiment 
mis dans notre traduction, 4 la place du terme impossible d’in- 
juste, et du terme insuffisant de trompeur, le mot mauvais, et si 
l’on veut passer en revue tous les passages de l’évangile ott Jésus 
parle de l’argent, on verra bien que nous n’avons pas eu tort. La 
parabole de l’économe prouvait une fois de plus que l’argent peut 
étre une cause de péché. Et comme malheureusement il exerce 
sur l’homme une puissance d’attraction telle, que celui-ci y résiste 
bien difficilement, Jésus était autorisé & le qualifier comme il le 
fait, lors méme que nous voudrions pas faire valoir ici sa coutume 
d’employer partout les termes Jes plus absolus, quand 11 s’agit de 
juger soit les hommes, soit les choses. 

T)’aprés cela, nous raménerons sa pensée & cette thése, que per- 
sonne ne contestera: L’argent est un mal, tant qu’tl est un but; 
i] peut devenir un bien, quand il est employé comme moyen pour 
arriver 3 un but élevé et salutaire. Ce résultat sera confirmé 

ar les maximes que Luc ajoute apres la parabole. 

38 Mazximes détachées (v. 10-13). Nous ne tenons pas trop & 
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cette désignation. Si l’on insistait pour les faire regarder comme 
partie intégrante de la morale de la fable, nous ne ferions pas 
opposition. En tout cas, Luc a été trés-bien inspiré en les 
plagant ici. Seulement le passage paralléle de Matthieu fait 
avoir quavec les moyens fournis par la tradition, ce n’était pas 
la seule combinaison possible. 

Ces maximes sout, quand on y regarde bien, au nombre de 
deux: l'une (v. 13), que nous avons déja rencontrée ailleurs, ne 
nous arrétera pas ici; lautre reproduit une seule et méme pensée 
sous trois formes différentes (v.10, 11, 12); celle-ci, en effet, est 
dans un rapport plus intime avec Ja parabole. Le disciple de 
Christ est aussi une espece d’économe, Padministrateur d'un bien 
qui ne lui appartient pas en propre, quail doit faire valoir dans 
Vintérét de son maitre (comp. la parabole des tale nts). Or, la 
qualité essentielle, unique méme, qu’on est en droit d’exiger dans 
Véconome (outre Vintelligence des affaires dont il n'est pas ques- 
tion ici), c’est la fidediw (1 Cor, iv. 1). C'est de cette a que 
parle notre texte: Celul qui mest pas fidéle & Pégard de la chose 
moindre, ne le sera pas a Végard de beaucoup ; celui qui ne lest 
pas a Végard de la richesse mauraise (fausse, prétendue, corrup- 
trice), ne le sera pas a l’égard de la vraie richesse ; celui qui ne 
Vest pas a Pégard de ce qui ne lui appartient pas, ne recevra pas 
ce qui (autrement) lui était réservé. Ces sentences n’ont pas be- 
soin de commentaire. L’une des séries d’épitheétes s’applique aux 
biens de la terre, Vautre aux biens spirituels. ua premiere sen- 
tence, toute figurée, se borne & présenter leur valeur respective 
sous forme d'un simple rapport de quantité; la seconde énonce 
ce rapport d’une manitre propre et directe; la troisiéme, enfin, 
fait ressortir cet élément important, que les biens célestes sont 
destinés a devenir une véritable propriété, tandis que les biens de 
la terre, méme dans le cas le plus favorable, ne sont jamais qu’un 
prét. 


One can see that only the opposition to the teaching 
by not recognizing property as an evil, is keeping the par- 
able from being entirely clear. From this follow such 
circumlocutions as: Z’argent est un mal, tant qual est un 
but; tl peut devenir un bien, quand al est employé comme 
moyen; and to be fidéle & Cargent de la richesse mauvarse. 
Nowhere does it say that money can be a good; every- 
where and at all time the opposite is said, and here wealth 
is called the wealth of unrighteousness, and to be true in 
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relation to unrighteousness is not to have unrighteousness. 
From this conventional comprehension of the parable, 
from these circumlocutions there follows, besides the 
obscurity, the low and fragmentary comprehension of 
the parable, which has a profound significance and is con- 
nected with the whole teaching. 

The meaning of the parable, if we are to believe the 
words of the Gospel, 1s very simple: to secure his life, a 
man gives to others his false possessions, which do not 
belong to him. This man has secured himself through 
the flee possessions which are not his own, that is, he 
has given what is false and not his own, and receives in 
return what is real. Jesus says, And you do the same: 
Give up your imaginary property, your carnal life with 
every thing which is supposed to belong to it. But if you 
do not give up this false property, which is not in your 
power, how are you going to get the real hfe? The 
earnal life is expre ssed by property, and the word living 
even has the meaning both of possessions and of life. 
Give up your property that you may receive life. 

This parable is only an elucidation from another side 
of the feast of Chapter XIV. Chapter XV. speaks of 
something else. Chapter X VI, the parable of the steward, 
is only an elucidation of the parable of the supper and is 
in its thought directly connected with it. 


PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND OF LAZARUS 


14. "Txovov be ravuTa Liukervi. 14. And the 14. And the Pharisees, 


wavra xal of Papicator 
pirdpyupo. Urdpxovtes, 
kal éLenuxthpifov aurdv. 

15. Wal elev avrots, 
"Yuets doe ol Sixacovvres 
éavrovs évwiriyv TOV ay- 
Opwruy, 6 dé Oeds yer 
oxe. Tas Kapdlas vuar: 
8ri 7d év dvOpwros WWy- 
doy, Bddd\uyua évwiroy 
rov Qeod éoruy. 


Pharisees also, who were 
covetous, heard all these 
things : and they derided 
ee 


And he said unto 
five Ye are they which 
justify y¥ yourselves before 
men; but God knoweth 
your hearts: for that 
which is highly es- 
teemed among men is 
abomination in the sight 
of God. 


who are fond of money, 
heard this, and began to 
deride him. 


15. And he said to 
them, You justify your- 
selves before men; but 
God knows your hearts: 
what is ‘highly esteemed 
among men is an abom- 
ination in the sight of 
God. 
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16. ‘O vdu0s Kal ol 
wpopnrac éws 'Twdvvov: 
dwd rére 7 Bacideia Tou 
Geov evayyeriterar, Kal 
was els alrhy Pidverat. 

19. “AvOpwros dé Ths 
hy whovoros, kal évedidv- 
OKETO Toppvpar Kal Bio- 
gov, evppavouevos xad’ 
nuépay Aaurpas. 

20. Trwyos b€ res Fy 
évouart Adftapos, 8s éBé- 
BrAnTo wpds Tov wudova 
avrov n\xwyévos, 


21. Kal éridupady 
xopracOnva: dmrd Twy 
yixlwy trav morrévrwy 
dro THs Tparétns Tou 
whovalov’ addAd xal ol 
xives épxbuevor daréde- 
xov Ta EXxy avrov. 

22. "Eyévero 5€ drro- 
Gavety Tov rrwydy, kal 
dwevexOnvat avrdav umd 
Tay ayyéAwpy els Tov 
Kéd\rov tov ‘ABpadu: 
aréBave 5¢ xal 6 wrdov- 
ows, Kal éradn. 

23. Kal év re géy 
érdpas rovs dp@adyous 
auTov, urdpxywy év Ba- 
gdvos, dpa Tov Afpadu 
dwd paxpdéev, xal Adia- 
pov dv rots xdd\was ab- 
Tov" 

24. Kal avrés gwrt- 
gas ele, Iidrep ‘ABpa- 
au, édénoby ue, xal wép- 
yor Adfapov, tva Bdyn 
vd Axpov rot daxrtdou 
aurou Udaros, kal xara~ 
Pity Thy yA@oody pou: 
Sri dduvdya év ry prov 
TAUTY. 

25. Elore 52’ ABpadu, 
Téxvov, prhoOnri Sri 
drédafes ov ra ayabd 
gov éy Tp {wy cou, xal 
Adfapos ouolws ra xaxd: 


16. The law and the 
prophets were until 
John; since that time 
the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every nan 
presseth into it. 


19. There was a certain 
rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and 
fine linen, an fared 
sumptuously every day: 


20. And there was a 
certain begrar named 
Lazarus, which was laid 
at his gate, full of sores, 


21. And desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich 
man’s table: moreovere 
the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 


22. And it came to 
pass, that the beggar 
died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom: the rich 
man algo died, and was 
buried; 


23. And in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being 
in torments,’ and seet 
Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. 


2%. And he cried and 
said, Father Abraham 
have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and coul 
my tongue; for I am 
tormented in this flame. 


2. But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime receiv- 
edst thy good things, 
and Hkewise Lazarus 
evil things: but now he 
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16. The law and the 
propane were until 
John; since then the 
kingdom of God is an- 
nounced, and every man 
goes into it by force. 


19. There was a rich 
man, Who was clothed in 
silk and velvet, and he 
made merry every day. 


20, And there was a 
poor vagrant named 
sazarus. And Lazarus 
was full of sores and lay 
at the gate of the rich 
man. 

“1. Lazarus wanted to 
live on the remnants 
from the rich man’s 
table; but the dogs came 
and even licked his 
sores. 


22. And the poor va- 
grant died, and the an- 
els carried him to 

braham; the rich man 
also died, and he was 
buried. 


23. And in hell he lifted 
up his eyes, and saw 
Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus with him. 


2%. And the rich man 
spoke, and said, Father 
Abraham, have pity on 
me, and send Lazarus to 
me, that he may dip his 
finger in water, and cool 
my throat; for it is hot 
in this fire. 


25. And Abraham said, 
Remember, my son, that 
thou receivedst in thy 
lifetime as many good 
things as Lazarus re- 
ceived evil things: he 
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30. 'O 6é efrev, Odx}, 
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is comforted, and thou 
art tormented. 


26. And beside all this, 
between us and you 
there is a great gulf 
fixed: s0 that they 
which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; 
neither can they pass to 
us, that would come 
from thence. 


27. Then hesaid, I pray 
thee therefore, father, 
that thou wouldest send 
him to my _ father’s 
house: 

28. For 1 have five 
brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest 
they also come into this 
place of torment. 


29. Abraham saith un- 
to him, They have Moses 
and the prophets; let 
them hear them. 


30. And he said, Nay, 
father Abraham: but if 
one went unto them 
from the dead, they will 
repent. 


31. And he said unto 
him, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose 
from the dead. 
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has been called here, but 
thou art tormented. 


26. And more than all 
that, between us and 
ou there is a great gulf. 
even if one wanted to 
pass from us to you, he 
could not do so. 


27. And the rich man 
said, I pray thee, father, 
send Lazarus to my 
house: 


28. I have five brothers. 
Let him explain things 
to them, lest they come 
to this place of torment. 


29. And Abraham said 
to him, They have Moses 
and the teachers: let 
them hear then. 


30. But he said, No, 
father Abraham: if one 
went to them from the 
dead, they would come 
to their senses. 


31. And Abraham said 
to him, They have not 
heard Moses and the 
prophets; neither will 
they obey, though one 
rose from the dead and 
went to them. 


(a) Moreover has here the meaning that Lazarus did 
not have a chance to eat the remnants, for the dogs 
ate them; they ate them up so clean that they even 
licked the sores of Lazarus. 

(b) Is wanting in many texts. 


The parable, or rather fable, which stands directly after 
the parable of the steward explains the same simple idea 
that the poor are blessed, for they receive blessedness, 
and woe to the rich, for they have received everything 
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which they wanted, and since this gospel truth is avoided 
by the church, this fable, ike the parable of the steward, 
represents itself as very difficult. 

This ig what the church babbles about it (pp. 481-484) : 


By all these features are designated the luxury of the rich 
man and the poverty of Lazarus, and we must assume that this 
rich man was not compassionate toward the poor man and did 
not wish to console hin and lighten his sufferings, but lived for 
his own pleasure. It does not appear from the parable that the 
rich man was stingy, but only that he was pitiless and heartless 
toward the poor man. 

Was carried by the angels: That is, his soul was carried by the 
angels. It was the belief of the Jews that the souls of the 
righteous are carried to heaven by angels, and the Lord affirms 
this belief. There is no need of seeing here a figurative expres- 
gion, but we must accept it in a literal sense. If the angels are 
ministering spirits, who are sent out to serve those who wish to 
inherit salvation, they, serving man as guardian spirits, during 
his lifetime, naturally cannot leave him in the most important 
moments after death. 

Into Abraham’s bosom: That is, to the kingdom of heaven. 
The figure of speech is taken from the accumbent attitude at 
feasts, when to recline on the breast was a sign of the particular 
nearness of the accumbent persons. Since the Jews had no doubt 
but that Abraham was God’s friend and lived in bliss in heaven, 
the statement that Lazarus reclined on Abrahain’s bosom is the 
same as though it said that Lazarus was deemed worthy of bliss 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

And was buried: ‘This is not said of the beggar; it is to be 
assumed that the beggar’s funeral was poor and there is nothing 

to be said about it; but the burial of the rich man was magnifi- 
cent and go it 18 mentioned, in order to show that in life and at 
death the rich man received all the goods of this earth. But the 
rich man’s and the beggar’s condition after death are represented 
in a reverse relation: the beggar is in the bosom of Abraham, 
while the rich man ig in hell in torments. Hell is represented 
in the parable with the following features: (1) it is a place 
removed from the blessedness of the righteous; (2) a place of 
torments; (3) separated by a great gulf from the abode of the 
holy souls; (4) the torments in it are great. 

Seeth Abraham afar off, etc.: This, of course, increases his 
torments, but at the same time gives the unfortunate man some 
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hope of getting an alleviation of them. Thus the spiritual con- 
templation of the bliss of the righteous no doubt increases the 
sufferings of the sinners in hell and can rouse in them hope of 
alleviation, however vain such hope might be. 

Have mercy on me: Have mercy on my sufferings and lighten 
them. Send Lazarus, that same beggar who in his lifetime lay 
on the ground before his gate, in the hope of getting something 
to eat from the crumbs of his table. What a striking contrast, 
especially for the rich Pharisees, who heard the Lord and derided 
his teaching about the proper use of wealth. 

That he may dip the tip of his finger, etc.: This shows that 
with a glutton the organ of gluttony, the mouth, suffers most; 
his tongue is parched from the strong thirst produced by the 
heat, and he asks Abraham to command Lazarus to lighten his 
torments at least a little. The fame, the fire, is a symbol of the 
greatest torments; the figure is taken, no doubt, from the pun- 
ishment of burning, so common with the ancients. 

Son: A hint at the prejudice of the Jews in regard to their 
supposed rights, as the descendants of Abraham, to the kingdom 
of Messias, a hint which still more increased the sufferings of 
the rich sinner. 

Receivedest thy good things: All the good, all the pleasures and 
joys of the world, which only riches can give. 

And likewise Lazarus evil things: Poverty, contempt, vital 
sufferings. 

He is comforted, and thou art tormented: It is represented that 
Lazarus is in bliss only because he suffered on earth and that 
the rich man suffers torment only because he lived in comfort on 
earth. But, no doubt, the answer has to be complemented here 
by the idea that Lazarus with his calamities was righteous, while 
the rich man with his riches was unrighteous, as he did not 
know how in a proper way to make use of his wealth. 

There is a great gulf fixed, etc.: No doubt, in the literal sense 
the place of torment of the sinners is separated from the place of 
bliss of the righteous ; but also a moral gulf is meant, a moral 
condition of both, by which those who have been confirmed in 
evil cannot become righteous and vice versa. This does not 
deny the teaching of the church, according to which those who 
die in repentance, but have not become perfect in the struggle, 
may, by the prayers of the church, pass from the condition 
of torments into a condition of bliss. Sinners and righteous are 
taken here in an unconditional sense. 


This is what Reuss says (pp. 505, 506): 
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2° La forme de la parabole laisse beaucoup 4 désirer au point 
de vue éthique. En effet, le v. 25 dit simplement et froidement : 
Toi, tu es tourmenté, parce gue tu as regu ta part de bien sur la 
terre; lui, il a eu sa part de maux, donc il est consolé. La 
rémunération future est ainsi présentée comme une simple com- 
pensation matérielle, et le mérite moral n’y entre pour rien. On 
peut dire, a la rigueur, et l'on ne manque jamais de dire dans 
l'usage homilétique qu’on fait de Ja parabole, que le riche a 
été un homme sans pitié, parce qu'il a laissé le pauvre mourir 
de misére & sa porte méme; on peut ajouter que le v. 30 parle, 
apres coup, de conversion. Mais on ne peut pas nier que d’aprés 
le texte, tel que nous Vavons, lunique vertu de Lazare a été 
d’étre pauvre autant qu’on peut l’étre. IJ] n’est pas dit le 
moindre mot pour expliquer que cette pauvreté n’était pas leffet 
naturel et mérité de sa propre conduite, comme c’est le cas, neuf 
fois sur dix, dans Je monde des réalités; il n'est rien dit des 
qualités morales qu’ll aurait eues dans sa pauvreté. Son entrée 
au paradis n’est motivée en aucune facgon, et au point de vue de 
ja morale, Vexégeése est forcée d’amplifier le récit pour tourner 
cette ditheulté. On est ainsi amené & penser qu’au gré de Jésus 
la pauvreté par elle-méme est un avantage et la richesse un désa- 
vantage, en vue du but final de la vie terrestre, et l'on ne man- 
quera pas de passages paralléles a citer en faveur de cette these. 
Cependant cela ne nous parait pas suffire pour expliquer le texte. 

38° La difficulté est précisément celle que nous avons dQ cher- 
cher & écarter dans le récit précédent. I] faut donc insister sur 
ce fait que Jésus, pas plus ici que la premitre fois, n’a voulu 
inculquer Ja vérité que nous avons l’habitude d’y chercher de 
préférence, celle de la rémunération; mais une autre, que nous 
n’y cherchons point ordiuairement, savoir celle de la nécessité de 
songer a@ temps & Vavenir au-dela de la tombe, en face des biens 
terrestres, C'est homme riche seul qui est en vue; Lazare 
appartient uniquement au cadre; ou bien il sert & mettre en 
relief Je portrait principal. Sa personne nest pas plus impor- 
tante dans le tableau que celle des cing fréres. Or, pour songer 
a l’avenir, ’homme est suffisamment instruit: il a Moise et les 
prophétes. S’il ne veut pas Jes écouter, i] n’écoutera pas non 
plus les ressuscités. Jésus savait par expérience que les miracles 
mémes n’arrivent pas & vaincre Ja mauvaise volonté (sect. 28, 63). 
Vous @tes riches; usez de vos richesses, non pour votre plaisir 
seul, mais pour le bien commun; les nécessiteux sont & vos 
portes. Quw ils soient toujours méritants au méme degré c’est la 
une question secondaire. De nos jours, un pareil principe est 
bien plus important et plus fécond qu’autrefois, ’‘aum6ne indi- 
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viduelle est le plus souvent stérile, n’étant plus le seul moyen 
d’exercer la charité. 

C’est duilleurs la seule parabole dans laquelle un personnage 
fictif soit désigné par un nom propre. Cela a fait penser & 
quelques-uns qu’il s’agit ici d’une histoire véritable. 


Reuss’s conscientiousness and stupidity in this place 
throw a peculiar light on the matter. He says naively: 
“La dificulté est —” He might have added that he tries 
to find the same qdifficulté in the sermon on the mount 
and in many other passages. He is surprised to read 
“parce que tu as recu la part de bien sur la terre,” ete. 
Yes, the same is said in the sermon on the mount; the 
same makes us recognize that poverty is regarded as a 
good according to the Gospel. “Mais on ne peut pas ner 
que Wapres le texte, tel que nous Vavons, Vunique vertu de 
Lazare a été @étre pauvre autant qu’on peut Vétre,” and, 
“On est ammené & penser qwau gré de Jésus la pauvreté 
par elle méme est un avantage et la richesse un désavan- 
tage.’ It is laughable and pitiful. 

The whole teaching of Jesus consists in this alone, that 
indeed man cannot otherwise express his faith in his 
teaching than by the renunciation of property, and that 
is all the teaching consists in, while the interpreters find 
in surprise that he regarded poverty as an advantage, and 
wealth as a disadvantage. 

The theoretical meaning of the parable is this, that the 
lifetime is given to exalt the son of man, to give up the 
carnal life, in order to receive the true life. Death will 
come, and man will be deprived of this possibility. Christ 
expresses in a most material, derisive manner the thought, 
on the one hand, that when lfe comes to an end and 
death comes, all worldly affairs will be useless, and, on 
the other, that it is impossible to turn back the pos- 
sibility of life. And he adds that it is not necessary to 
look anywhere for the proofs of the insufficiency of the 
mere earthly life, and that it is clear to everybody that a 
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dead man cannot come back to tell what has happened to 
him, after he is dead, as the rich man 1s suggesting. 

The practical meaning of the parable is the same, but 
it says directly what has to be done in order that one 


may attain the true hie. 


It is possible to give up the 


carnal life, not in words merely, by not retaining riches, 
so long as there are men who are poor and suffer cold. 
And so the retention of possessions, as long as there are 
poor people, is incompatible with life. 
is necessary first to give up property, and he. who does not 
give it up cannot receive life. 
This whole parable is remarkable for its ironical tone. 
The last remark, that if the dead rose they would not be 
believed, hints at the fable of the resurrection of Jesus. 


To give up hfe, it 


THE CHIEF COMMANDMENTS 


85. Kal éxnpwrycev 
els €£ alr Oy vourkds, wet- 
pafwy auroyv, Kai Aéywy, 


a6. Avédoxade, ola 
évro\n peyddn ey TY 


Matt. xrit. 35. Then 
one of them, which was 
a Jawyer, asked him a 
question, tempting him, 
and saying, 

36, aster, which is 
the preat commandment 
in the law ? 


35. And one of the law- 
yers, tempting him, 
asked him, 


36. Teacher, which is 
the great commandment 
in the law ? 


wo pnp 5 


This discourse with the lawyer must be placed before 
the discourse with the nch youth. We must remember 
that according to the Jaw of Moses, as the lawyers under- 
stood it and as we understand it, it is by no means pos- 
sible to say that to love God and your neighbour is a 
great command ment. 


Deut. vi. 5. And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

Ler. riz. 18. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself: Iam the Lord. 


In the law there are many rules, and it is possible to 
select any two rules, that is, to say a thousand different 
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Consequently, Love God 


and thy neighbour, as the chief commandment, is not 
Moses’ thought, but that of Jesus, and the lawyer, in 
agreeing with him and repeating these commandments, 


repeats only what Jesus has said before. 


In the dis- 


course with the youth, Jesus, counting out the command- 
ments, at the end of the most common commandments 
mentions as the completion of them all the commandment 
to love the neighbour, and repeats only what is already 
known; consequently this discourse (the rules which 
Jesus gave) ought to stand first. 


37. 'O Se’ Inaois elev 
alte, ‘ Ayarhoas Ku- 
piv rdov Gedv gov, év 
bn 7TH Kapdla gov, xal 
év dn TH YuXT gov, Kal 
év &\y 77 diavola gov.’ 

38. Abiryn éorl mpwry 
kal peyaAn évrody. 

39, Aevrépa dé duola 
aity, ‘Ayamrhoas Tov 
adnolov gov ws ceavrév.” 

40. "Ev radvras rats 
dvalv évrodats 8dos 6 
vouos Kal ol mpopyrac 
KpéuavTat. 

32. Kal elrev air 
6 Yypaupareds, Kaddis, 
Siddoxare, ér adnbelas 
elas, Oru els dort Oeds, 
Kal ovk €oriv Addos WAY 
aurou. 

33. Kal 7d dyaray 
alrov €& Sdns TIS Kap- 
Slas, xal €& SAys THs 
auvécews, kal €& 8dns 
rhs wuxns, Kal €& ddys 
THs loxvos, kal TO dya- 
wav tov wAnolov ws éav- 
rov, mwrelov dors WayTwY 
TOv d\okavTwyudTrwr Kal 
TOv Puowy. 

34. Kat 4 ‘Inaods, 
lay adroy brs vouvex ds 


37. Jesus said unto 
him, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. 


38. This is the first and 
great commandment. 


39. And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

40. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the 
law and the prophets. 


32. And the scribe said 
unto him, Well, Master, 
thou hast said the truth: 
for there is one God; 
and there is none other 
but he: 


33. And to love him 
with all the heart, and 
with all the understand- 
ing,6 and with all the 
soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his 
neighbour as himself, is 
more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sac- 
rifices.¢ 


34. And when Jesus 
saw that he answered 


37, Jesus said to him, 
Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all th 
heart, with all thy soul, 
and with all thy power. 


38. This is the first 
great commandment. 


39. The second is like 
it: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. 


40. In these two com- 
mandments is all the law 
and the prophets. 


32. And the lawyer said 
again, Well hast thou 
said, teacher, that he is 
one, and that there is no 
other but he. 


33. And to love him 
with all thy heart, with 
all thy understanding, 
with all thy life, and 
with all thy strength, 
and to love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself, is more 
important than all the 
services. 


3%. And Jesus, looking 
at him, said to him, 
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discreetly, he said unto Thou art not far from 
him, Thou art not far the kingdom of God. 
from the kingdom of 

od 


drexplOy, elrev airy, 
Ov paxpdav ef dwd ris 
Bacirelas Tov Qeou. 


(a) kat tov Ovo.wy is wanting in many texts and is 
superfluous. 

(6) In Deuteronomy the words and with all thy mind 
are wanting, and so I omit them. 


The continuation of the verse in Deuteronomy says, 
And these words which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and ‘when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And bind them to thine hand to be a deed for thee, and 
bind them to thine eyes, to look through them. 

And so the idea is that it is not enough to love God 
with words, but we must love him in such a way as to do 
his will. His will is expressed in the following, Love thy 
neighbour, and so Jesus answers directly the lawyer's 
question as to which is the greatest commandment, 
Honour God so as to love thy neighbour as thyself. 


RICH MAN 
Mark x. 17. And when 


OF THE AND OF RICHES 


17. Kal éxmopevope- 17. One day a com- 


vou abroi els dd6v, mpoc- 
Spauwy els Kal ‘yoru- 
werhoas avTov érnpwra 
aurdv, Avddoxade drya- 
6é, rh rovhow wa (why 
aluvov kr\npovouncw ; 

18. ‘O 5é ‘Inaods el- 
wev alrg, Tl we Ayes 
ayabbv; ovdels dyads, 
el uh els, 6 Oeds. 

17. El b¢ 0éXes elved- 
Bety els THY twhy, Thpn- 
gov Tas évroAds. 

18. Aéye atrg, Tol- 
as; 6 3¢ ‘Inoods ele, 


he was gone forth into 
the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to 
him, and asked him, 
Gooda@ Master, what 
shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 


18. And Jesus said 
unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that 
is, God. 

Matt. zix. 17. But if 
thou wilt enter into 
life,e keep the command- 
ments. 


18, He saith unto him, 
Which? Jesus said, 


mander came running 
up to Jesus, and kneeled 
before him, and asked 
him, Good teacher, tell 
me what good I must do 
that I may inherit eter- 
nal life? 


18. And Jesus said to 
him, What is the use of 
talking about the good? 
There is none good, but 
God. 


17. If thou wilt have 


life, keep the command- 
ments. 


18. He said to him, 
Which? Jesus said, 
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Td, ob dovetces: ov 
porxevoes* ov KAeWets. 


19. O¥8 Pevdouaprupy- 
ges: Tiua Tov tarépa 
gov xal Thy pyrépa: 
kal, dyamrioes Tov ri7- 
aloo cou ws ceauT op. 

20. Aéyee atrm 6 
veavloxos, Ildvra raira 
épuratdunv éx vedrynrds 
pou: TLéTL UoTEpO; 

21. ‘O 6é€ Inaots éu- 
Brépas atr@ aydarynoev 
avrov, kal elrev alr, 
“Ev cot vorepec: 

21. Ei @éXets rédecos 
elvat, traye, mwdrnodv 
gov rd Umdpxovra, kal 
dds mrwyxots: Kal kes 
Onoavpoy év ovparyg@: Kal 
Setpo, dxodovder por. 

22. 'O 6€ orvyvdcas 
éri rm Abdyw dre 
Avrovpevos: Ay Yap Exwv 
KTHwaTAa woNAdG. 

25. Kal mepiBreWdapue- 
vos 6 ‘Inoots Aéye Tots 
pabnrais avrov, Ids 
dvoxdd\ws ol Ta xphuara 
Exovres els THY Baci- 
Nelav rot Qeot eloedev- 


24. Oi dé pabynral 
€GapBotvro él rots Néb- 
yous avrod. 6 5é 'Inaois 
waddww droxpibels ever 
abrois, Téxva, was dv- 
oxoddvéore Tous memor0b- 
ras él rots xphuacew 
els thy Bacidrelay tod 
Ocot eloeGety. 


25. Evxorwrepby éore 
kdunrov dud THS Tpupa- 
Ads THs Ppaldos drehOery, 
H wrovo.or els THY Bact- 
Aelay To Geol eloeOelv. 

26, Ol de repos 


Thou shalt do no mur- 
der, Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery, Thou shalt 
not steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness, 

19. Honour thy father4 
and thy mother: and, 
Thou shalt love’ th 
neighbour as thyself. 
(Ex. xx. 13-16; Lev, xix. 
18.) 


20. The young man 
saith unto him, All 
these things hay3 i kept 
from my youth up: 
what lack I yet’? 

Mark x. 21. Then 
Jesus beholding him 
loved him, and said unto 
him, One thing thou 
lackest.e 


Matt. xix. 21. If thou 
wilt be perfect, go and 
sell that thou hast, and 
ive to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come 
and follow me. 


Mark x. 22. And he 
was sad at that saying, 
and went away grieved: 
for he had great posses- 
sions. 


23. And Jesus looked 
round about, and saith 
unto his disciples, How 
hardlyf shall they that 
have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God! 


24. And the disciples 
were astonished at his 
words. But Jesus an- 
swereth again, and saith 
unto them, Children, 
how hard is it for them 
that trust in riches to 
enter into the kingdom 
of God! 


25. It is easier for a 
camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. 


26. And they were as- 
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Thou shalt not kill, Thou 
shalt not commit adul- 
tery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not 
bear false witness. 

19. Honour thy father 
and love thy neighbour 
as thyself. 


20. And the com- 
mander said to him, All 
that I have kept from 
my youth. What do 1 
lack? 

21. Jesus 
him and 
said, One 
lackest : 


looked = at 
siniled, and 
thing thou 


21. If thou wilt fulfil 
everything, zo and sell 
everything which thou 
hast, and give to the 
Nets and thou shalt 

ave treasure in God: 
then come and follow 
me. 

22. The man was sad 
at these words, and went 
away: for he had great 
possessions. 


23. And seeing how he 
was saddened, Jesus 
looked round and said 
to his disciples, Now you 
see how incompatible it 
is for those who have 
possessions to enter into 
the kingdom of God! 


24. The disciples were 
frightened at these 
words. But Jesus turned 
to them and said, Yes, 
children, I tell ou 
again, it isincompatible 
for those who have pos- 
sessions to enter into 
the kingdom of God! 


25. It is more possible 
for acamel to gothrough 
the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of 
God. 


26. They were even 


a 
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éterdhocovro déyorres 
wpds €aurovds, Kai rls 
duvarat cwO7vat ; 
"Euprdyas dé av- 
rots 6 ‘Ingots héye, 
Ilapa avo pwr oss aduva- 
Toy, GAN ov mapa TH 
Gey: wavra yap duvard 


tonished out of meas- 
ure, saying among thei- 
selves, Who then can be 
saved ? 

27. And Jesus lookin 
upon them saith, With 
mens it is impossible, 
but not with God: for 
with God all things are 
possible. 
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more frightened, and 
said to one another, 
Who then can preserve 
his life? 

27. And Jesus looking 
at them said, According 
to the human under- 
standing it seems im- 
possible, but according 
to God itis possible. 


éort rapa TY Oey. 


(a) aya@os cannot have here the meaning of good, nor 
virtuous, for from the context it appears that Jesus does 
not deny these qualities in himself, but points out to the 
young man that he and his disciples are not blessed, that 
they do not experience and do not give earthly happiness, 
but, on the contrary, are subject to even greater discom- 
forts than other people. The meaning of aya@es in the 
sense of happy, blessed occurs in 1 Peter 11.10: For he 
that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile. 

"Ayaéos has the meaning of good, without the distinc- 
tion of whether it is communicated by another, or experi- 
enced by oneself, that is, beneficent and good. The young 
man asks in general about the good, about happiness, 
how he may obtain the good, happiness, comfort. And 
Jesus says, good, that is, satisfied, is God only. We can- 
not attain the good, meaning by it what is agreeable for 
us, but we can acquire life. 

(6) In many texts we find warnp or warnp év ois 
ovpavots instead of God, and this seems to me to be 
better, because, in my opinion, the last words, Honour 
thy father, refer to God the Father. 

(c) Jesus is not talking of eternal life, but of life in 
general. 

(d) In many texts and mother is omitted. I take and 
mother to be an interpolation, and that the father is here 
God, and that with the last words are repeated the com- 
mandments which were said to the lawyer, Honour God 
and love thy neighbour. 
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What confirms us in this supposition is this, that the 
commandments, Thou shalt not kill, commit adultery, 
steal, and lie, are given in the order in which they are 
given in Moses. but the commandment, Honour thy 
father and thy mother, is mentioned last, though it stands 
before. I assume that Jesus counts out the four com- 
mandments in order to say that he does not reject the 
commandments of Moses, but et the end adds his own, 
of which it was said before that it contains the whole 
law and the prophets. He says, Dost thou acknowledge 
the commandments, those of Moses and the last, in which 
everything is contained, Love God and thy neighbour ? 

(e) One thing thou lackest, is apparently said in deri- 
sion. Jesus repeats his words, and says, Thou lackest 
one little thing, and that is, to fulfil these command- 
ments. 

(f) dvoxorws really means uncomfortably passed ; it is 
generally used in the sense of uncomfortably, unproperly, 
incompatibly. These words express the same as what 
was said in the sermon on the mount about it being 
impossible to serve two masters, God and mammon. 

(g) wapa with the dative has here the meaning of what 
depends on anybody’s judgment. 1 Peter ii. 20, Rom. ii. 
13, Gal. ili. 11, and elsewhere. This meaning is especially 
clear with @e@, where it signifies to have power, vhe posst- 
bility. It seemed to the disciples that 1t was impossible, 
and so he said, According to human judgment it is indeed 
impossible, but according to God it is possible. 


The sense of the discourse is this, that a rich and 
important personage comes to Jesus and says, Thou art 
a teacher of the good and of happiness, so tell me what 
good and happiness dost thou teach ? 

Jesus says, I do not teach any good or happiness, 
for God alone is good and happy, but I teach life, how 
to attain life. And to attain life, it is necessary to do 
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the commandments, and the commandments are these, 
In addition to the old ones about not killing, not com- 
mitting adultery, also these, Honour God in such a way 
as to love thy neighbour as thyself. 

The rich man replied, I have fulfilled all these com- 
mandments. Jesus says, If thou hadst fulfilled the last 
two commandments, or even one of them, thou wouldst 
not have any possessions. 

If thou didst really fulfil this commandment about 
loving thy neighbour as thyself, thou wouldst not have 
anything of thy own; thou wouldst have distributed 
everything to those who have not; if thou wishest to 
fulfil the commandments, go and distribute thy pos- 
sessions. 

The important personage frowned and went away. 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, You see that it is true, 
as I have said, that the kingdom of God belongs to the 
poor, that you cannot serve God and mammon. It is 
utterly impossible for him who has possessions to enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

The disciples were frightened. But he said to them, 
It is impossible for him who has possessions to enter into 
the kingdom of God ; it is easier for a camel to go through 
an eye of a needle, than for him who has possessions to 
enter into the kingdom of God. They were frightened 
more than ever, and they said, How is this possible ? 
But he said, Judging in human fashion it is impos- 
sible, but judging according to the spirit, according to 
God, it is not only possible, but you cannot even think 
differently. 

No parable, it seems, has given its interpreters more 
trouble than this one. 

This is what the church says (pp. 352 and 355): 


Tf thou wilt be perfect: Such a man as for the acquisition 
of the eternal life has nothing unfinished, nothing lacking, for 
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whom there are no obstacles to overcome in order to obtain 
eternal life. 

Go and sell that thou hast, etc.: The young man boasts of 
having kept the commandments of the law. Now the law 
demanded that he should love his neighbour as himself, and 
that he should love the Lord his God more than all. The Lord 
says to the young man that if he really has gained such love or 
wishes to gain it, if he loves and wants to love God and his 
neighbour as the law demands, he must devote to God and to 
his neighbour both himself and everything which he has, conse- 
quently also his wealth. Sell your possessions, distribute them 
to the poor, and follow me. 

Follow me: Be my disciple. 

Thou shalt have treasure in heaven: Such is the reward for this 
exploit. Jesus commands the youth to leave his wealth, showing 
him that he not only does not deprive him of his wealth, but 
even adds more to it, which surpasses that which he commands 
him to distribute, which surpasses it as much as heaven sur- 
passes earth, and even more. At the same time he calls this 
treasure an ample reward, singular, and such as no one can take 
away, offering this to the young man as much as is in the power 
of man. And so it is not enough to contemn riches, they must 
also be used for the good of the poor, and one must, in particu- 
lar, follow Christ, that is, do everything which he may command, 
be prepared for suffering, even for death. (Chrys.) This com- 
mandment about distributing one’s possessions to the poor is 
given conditionally : if thou wilt be perfect. We may say of 
it what was said above of celibacy: All men carfhot receive 
this saying. 

How hardly shall they that have riches, etc.: Christ with all his 
power rebukes, not the riches, but him who is addicted to the 
riches. 

The danger of riches in the matter of salvation or of the 
moral perfection does not lie in them, but in this, that to 
the sinful nature of man they present many temptations and 
obstacles in observing the commandments of the law and of the 
will of God, when man loves them inordinately. 

It is easier for a camel, etc.: This was a popular Jewish prov- 
erb, which is still current among the Arabs. To show that a 
certain thing was impossible or exceedingly difficult of execu- 
tion, they used to say, that it was easier for a camel or an ele- 
phant to pass through an eye of a needle than for the thing to 
happen. However, some people do not understand an animal by 
the camel, but a thick rope which is used by boatmen in throw- 


412 THE FOUR GOSPELS 


ing out the anchors with which to steady the ships. In neither 
sense can the words be taken in their literal sense; all that is 
intended is to show the impossibility or unusual ditliculty. But 
why did Jesus tell his disciples that it is difficult for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven, since they were poor 
and had nothing? Of course, in order to teach them not to be 
ashained of their poverty, and, as it were, in order to justify 
himself for having advised them before not to have anything. 

Who then can be saved? If it is so difficult for a rich man to 
be saved, who has the power and the means to do so much good, 
who can after that be saved? the conclusion of the disciples is 
from the greater to the lesser. 

Or: if a is so difficult for the rich to be saved, who of them 
will be saved ? 

Beheld them: This is noticed also in St. Mark, as a peculiarity 
during this answer of the Lord. With his meek and calm glance 
he soothed their agitated thoughts and destroyed the doubt, for 
this is meant by the evangelist’s remark, He beheld. 

With men this is impossible, etc.: It is impossible for men, 
with their human means, to have a rich man saved; men are 
powerless to do so, but God is all-powerful, and for him noth- 
ing is impossible. lis loving and saving grace 1s able to do 
that which man is absolutely unable to do with all his strength 
and means. But in what manner will the impossible be made 
possible? If thou renouncest thy possessions, distributest them 
among the poor, and abandonest thy evil Justs ; for the words of 
Jesus Christ do not ascribe the works of salvation exclusively to 
(rod, but at the same time express the difficulty of this exploit 
for us, ag can be seen from what follows. 


This is what Reuss says (pp. 527-530): 


Dans cette péricope, le fond de la narration est le méme chez 
les trois évangélistes et les différences ne portent que sur des 
détails peu importants. Néanmoins ces différences sont de 
nature @ nous faire reconnaitre des rédactions plus ou moins 
libres ou indépendantes lune de l’autre. 

Le personnage qui est mis en scéne est désigné par Matthieu 
comme un jeune homme, par Luc comme un chef (de synagogue 
ou magistrat 2); Jes deux versions peuvent s’accorder @ la rigueur. 
La question qu’il pose & Jésus parait avoir été inspirée par un 
sentiment louable, & moins qu’on ne veuille supposer gratuite- 
ment qu’il était venu pour entendre dire qu’il ne lui restait plus 
rien 4 faire, I] ne se connaissait ni vices, ni péchés graves; mais 
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il pensait qu’il fallait quelque chose de plus que la justice vul- 
gaire pour aspirer & la félicité éternelle ; et se représentant les 
conditions de l’entrée au royaume de Dieu comme une certaine 
quantité de choses & faire, il demandait 4 connaitre ce qui pou- 
vait encore lui manquer. IJ] aborde Jésus fort poliment avec 
une formule caressante: Mon bon maitre! 

C’est & cette formule, prononcée sans aucune arriére-pensée, 
que Jésus l’arréte pour lui faire comprendre que la chose dont il 
s’enquiert est infiniment plus sérieuse qu’il ne pense: Pourquor 
m'appelles-tu bon? Il n’y ade bon que Dieu seul. Le Seigneur a 
parfaitement compris que cet homme ne doutait pas le moins du 
monde qu'il ne fiit bon lui-méme; qu’il ne se faisait pas de souci 
au sujet de la portée idéale de ce terme ou de cette notion, qu’il 
avait aucune idée de la grandeur des devoirs, mesurés d’aprés 
la sainteté absolue de Dieu et les besoins infinis de Vhumanité. 
Eh bien, il doit apprendre avant tout & mesurer la distance qui 
le sépare du but, ou plutot, a entrevoir un but sur lequel il n’avait 
jamais jeté un regard. Le grand prophéte auquel il parle, qu’il 
a cru devoir consulter, de préférence a tout autre mortel, au sujet 
des conditions du salut, décline luicméme Vhonneur d’étre appelé 
bon; & plus forte raison, tout autre se gardera d’étre trop pré- 
somptueux & cet égard. Dieu seul est bon, parfaitement, inva- 
riablement. L’homme ne doit pas étre appelé bon, ni surtout 
s’estimer tel, non pas seulement parce qu’il a réellement des dé- 
fauts et qu’il peut faire une chute, mais par une raison dont on 
parle moins souvent: le meilleur peut et doit toujours progresser, 
il lui reste tonjours quelque chose a faire, chaque jour amene 
pour lui de nouveaux devoirs. I] n’y a pour lui jamais de sab- 
bat réservé a la contemplation joyeuse d’une ceuvre parfaitement 
achevée (Jean v. 17; ix. 4). Dans ce sens-li, nous pouvons re- 
connaitre, sans que notre sentiment en soit blessé, sans que nous 
ayons & reprocher & Jésus une affectation de fausse modestie, 
qu'il a pu et di refuser la qualification que cet homme lui don- 
nait, pour |’éclairer en méme temps sur sa propre valeur morale 
et pour détruire les illusions qu’il se faisait. On comprend que 
certains lecteurs aient été offusqués d’une phrase qui paraissait 
contredire la thése de limpeccabilité de Jésus. Aussi voyons- 
nous dans le texte de Matthieu, tel que la critique l’a rétabli, un 
essai de faire disparaitre cette difficulté. Mais il n’en est que 
plus sfir que les denx autres textes nous ont conservé la forme 
authentique du discours. 

Aprés cela, Jésus, répondant au fond de la question, com- 
mence par renvoyer son interlocuteur & la loi (comp. Luc x. 25, 
sect. 60). Jl n’a pas pu vouloir dire qu’une observation plus ou 
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moins rigoureuse et littérale de certains préceptes, pour la plu- 
part négatifs, suffsait pour gagner le ciel et mériter le titre de 
bon. Le sermon de la montagne nous préserverait au besoin 
d’une pareille erreur. Mais il pouvait vouloir faire faire @ son 
présomptueux interlocuteur un retour sur lui-méme, l’'amener & 
sonder sa conscience, et en général le préparer, par cette caté- 
chisation basée sur la loi, & des instructions plus spécialement 
évangéliques. Le bon Isr adlite est a toute épreuve, il subit l’exa- 
men avec une enti¢re assurance et a sa grande satisfaction. I] 
a tout fait, tout observé, et depuis sa jeunesse. Ne faudrait-il 
rien de plus? 

I) fait parade de ses illusions avec tant de candeur, que Jésus 
le prend en affection. Evidemment, comme Juif, il était ce qu’il 
pouvait et devait étre. La loi, la régle traditionnelle, ne lui 
demandait rien de plus, Jésus va donc élargir le cercle du 
devoir, et se sert & ce propos d'une formule trés-énergique, 
étonnante et méme, si l’on veut, absurde, au point de vue du bon 
sens pratique (Luc xii. 33, sect. 60), mais parfaitement propre 
a rendre palpable Vidée qu’elle devait représenter. La pierre de 
touche qu’il applique a l’or de cette vertu légale, c’est tout simple- 
ment la question de savoir si elle irait jusqu’a l’abnégation des 
intéréts terrestres l¢gitimes, en vue de biens supérieurs, mais pure- 
ment spirituels. S’il pouvait rester le moindre doute & cet égard, 
le fait que Marc explique lui-méme V’invitation de Jésus par cette 
autre formule: se charger de sa croix (sect. 40, Matth. x. 38; 
comp. xvi. 24, sect. 50), et puis l’interprétation donnée plus bas 
par le v. 29 des trois textes, prouvent que nous aurions bien tort 
de ne voir dans la phrase que nous avons sous les yeux, que le 
conseil positif et direct de jeter argent par la fenétre. La vertu 
chrétienne ne doit pas se tracer des limites. L’amour de l’argent 
est une des mille pierres d’achoppement contre lesquelles la fai- 
blesse morale vient se heurter, un des écueils qui en révelent la 
fragilité. Il nest signalé ici qu’a titre d’exemple, et J’on aurait 
tort de croire que cette histoire ne doit pas avoir une portée plus 
générale, ou qu’elle doit signaler la richesse elle-méme, objective- 
ment, comme un mal. (Voyez surtout l’explication donnée par 
Mare, v. 24, et qui est incontestablement juste, bien qu’elle puisse 
avoir été ajoutée par le rédacteur, de son propre chef.) ; 

Cette seconde épreuve, le jeune homme ne la soutient pas. 
Le royaume de Dieu, la vie éternelle, telle qu’il l’a congue, ne 
vaut pas ce prix, 2son gré. Jésus le voit partir 4 regret, et il 
proclame avec douleur devant ses disciples une vérité qu’il a bien 
souvent déja répétée sous des formes diverses [Matth. vi. 19 gs. 
(sect. 14); xii. 49 (sect. 29); xiii. 44 ss. (sect. 34); x. 9 98, 37 
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ss. (sect. 40) ; xvi. 24 ss. (sect. 50). Luc ix. 62 (sect. 58) ; xii. 
22 ss. (sect. 66) ; xiv. 26 ss. (sect. 73), etc.], mais qu’il trouvait 
bien difficile 4 inculquer aux hommes, celle, qu’il n’y a de sauvé 
que celui qui sait au besoin renoncer ; qu’en vue du ciel, il faut 
savoir sacrifier les biens de la terre; qu’il y a des moments dé- 
cisifs ot il faut choisir entre l’un et l'autre. Les hommes sont 
si peu disposés a faire ce choix dans le sens qui leur serait salu- 
taire, que Jésus hasarde le mot impossible, qu’il semble désespérer 
de trouver chez eux |’héroisme moral qu'il réclame. L’image 
du chameau et du trou de Vaiguille a le méme sens que celle de la 
montagne transportée par la simple parole; c’est l’expression fi- 
gurée de l’impossibilité. On n’a pas besoin pour cela de substi- 
tuer (comme on I|’a proposé) au chameau un cable, ou au trou 
de Vaiguille une étroite poterne, au risque d’amoindrir la force du 
dicton proverbial. Les talmudist’~ et les Arabes lont aussi et 
renchérissent méme sur le chameau en le remplagant par |’élé- 
phant. 

Les disciples comprennent si bien la portée des paroles de leur 
Maitre qwils s’écrient tout consternés: Qui donc peut étre sauve ? 
Cela ne veut pas dire: Si les riches risquent de manquer le ciel, 
eux qui ont tant de moyens de bien faire, & plus forte raison les 
pauvres, qui n’ont rien a donner, n’y arriveront pas. Is veulent 
dire : Sice que tous les hommes désirent le plus, est un empéche- 
ment dans la voie du salut, comment espérer que quelqu’un 
arrive jusqu’au bout? Nous ajouterons dans le méme sens: 
Riche et pauvre sont des termes extrémement vagues et pure- 
ment relatifs; la quotité matérielle de la fortune terrestre ne 
détermine pas le degré d’attachement du cceur aux choses 
d’ici-bas, ni les chances plus ou moins grandes que peut avoir 
un homme de réussir dans ses efforts a le vaincre. Seulement 
le cas particulier, qui donne ici lieu 4 Ja réflexion du Seigneur, 
présentait cette vérité sous la forme la plus palpable et la plus 
populaire. Voila pourquoi cette forme est acceptée et employée 
par lui. 

Aussi ajoute-t-il un autre mot qui fait voir clairement que la 
portée du premier s’étendait bien au-dela de ce que l’on appelle 
vulgairement Vaisance et la richesse. Si le salut, la certitude 
de la vie éternelle, entrée du royaume de Dieu, était le fait des 
homunes seuls, de leurs efforts constants et infatigables, de leurs 
forces et de leur volonté, aucun n’y arriverait. [1 leur faut a 
tous appoint des forces divines, l’assistance du saint esprit, 
Vappui de la grace. Pour Dieu et par Dieu tout est possible. 
Ce passage est l’un de ceux qui prouvent de la maniére la plus 
directe que la théologic évangélique, telle qu’elle a été dévelop- 
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pée par Paul, a ses racines dans l’enseignement de Jésus lui- 
méme, Plus haut (Luc xvii. 10, sect. 77), nous lisions que 
‘homme n’a point de récompense & réclamer, lors méme qu il 
aurait fait tout son devoir; ici nous apprenons quwil ne peut pas 
méme le faire sans que Dieu lui vienne en aide. Ces deux textes 
se complétent Pun Vautre. 


They have to interpret everything in such a way as to 
prove that one may be rich, knowing that the poor are 
starving, and yet be a Christian. And they distort the 
teaching, and misinterpret what has so clearly and with 
such insistency been said so often. 

The Gospel begins by saying that John runs into the 
wilderness, becomes a mendicant, preaches that he who 
has two garments should give one to the poor, and he 
who has food should also give it, and reproaches the mch 
for their riches and their cruelty. 

According to the interpretation of the church it means 
only that John the Baptist smeared people for the king- 
dom of Jesus, but that what is said about wealth and 
poverty is only for an adornment of speech. 

Jesus goes into the wilderness as a mendicant and 
struggles against the temptation of wealth, — this means 
nothing, — it is only the devil who is tempting God. 

Jesus returns into the world, renounces his home, his 
family, his property, and keeps the company of mendi- 
cants, and preaches to mendicants,—all that means 
nothing. All that shows only the meekness. of God. 

Jesus says that God is displeased with rich sacrifices, 
that he rejoices only in the love and compassion toward 
one another, — that is only a quotation from the prophets. 

Jesus explains that the kingdom of God consists in 
renouncing the life of the flesh and in living by the 
spirit, — that is only an explanation of the relations of 
the persons of the Trinity, and has no other significance. 

Jesus, replying to the disciples of John, says that the 
mendicants will know of his good,—— that is again an 
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adornment of speech. Finally, Jesus delivers his sermon 
in clear words, which are accessible to everybody, saying 
directly what men have to do that they may fulfil his 
teaching. This sermon is regarded both by the learned 
and by the unlearned as the brightest and clearest place 
in the Gospel. And this sermon Jesus begins with the 
words, Blessed are you vagrants, for yours is the kingdom 
of God, and unfortunate are you rich men, for you esteem 
the reward of the flesh. To these words is added the 
little word t@ mvevpati, which has no connection with 
anything, and these words are interpreted as sentimental 
phrases, which have reference to meekness; of the fact 
that riches and possessions are the source of evil, are 
cruel, Jesus does not say a word. Not Jesus said that, 
but Proudhon ; and Proudhon is a liar, — he is a socialist 
and an infidel. In the whole sermon nothing but this 
teaching about disinterestedness is elucidated and con- 
firmed. In Chapter V. the rules are given which lead 
to the impossibility of possessions. If all offences are to 
be forgiven, and one is not to defend his own, nor to go 
to court, nor to resist the enemy, then all property is un- 
thinkable. All these rules are rejected and are taken to 
be nothing but sentimental phrases. 

In Chapter VI. it says, Collect nothing, do not lay up 
treasure, that is, have nothing, and, If you lay by, you 
will not be the children of God. It is impossible, it says 
so outright, it is impossible to connect the service of 
God and of mammon. It is clear that if thou hast col- 
lected and laid by, thou wilt not give to the poor from 
what thou hast laid by. But the poor always exist; and 
so it is impossible to lay by, for thou art in the power of 
God. If thou layest by, thou wilt die. Have no care for 
the morrow. This seems precise and clear. 

But Jesus seems to foresee that men will try to conceal 
this, and will misinterpret it, so he adds a few parables: 
about the feast to which only the poor come; about the 
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unjust steward; about the rich man and Lazarus; he ex- 
presses from every side the idea that it is impossible to 
enter into the kingdom of God with possessions. No, he 
is speaking of everything but of my money-bags, and 
wealth does no harm; on the contrary, it is very nice. 

More than that. In the discourse with the young man 
the same thing is expressed with such simplicity and 
clearness that it is impossible to discover any new inter- 
pretation for it. But they interpret and invent for Jesus 
such rules as will allow the money-bags to remain un- 
touched. Terrible efforts of glibness of mind and tongue 
are directed toward the proof of this possibility. They 
invent an Ebion, who has never existed, and who is 
supposed to have founded a sect which recognized the 
necessity of poverty as a condition for entering into 
the kingdom of God. Ebion means mrwyos, that is, 
precisely what Jesus commanded, and the disciples called 
themselves ebions. The Ebionites, that is, those who 
executed his teaching, are a sect, and those who invented 
the Trinity and the sacraments and admit riches, courts, 
wars, are the true followers. But the first disciples of 
Jesus, the apostles, did not understand the teaching 
of Christ. 


Acts u. 44. And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common ; 

45. And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, a8 every man had need. 

46. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, 

47. Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

Acta iv. 32. And the multitude of them that believed were of 
one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all 
things common. 

33. And with great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: aud great grace was upon them all. 
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34. Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold, 

35. And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribu- 
tion was made unto every man according as he had need. 


But no, they want to retain the money-bags and yet be 
regarded as children of the kingdom. 

God be with them and with their money-bags. Let 
them keep them, if they will only leave the teaching of 
Christ in peace. This teaching cannot be followed just a 
little: they say themselves that it is the truth. If it is 
the truth, there can be no little truth, — it is either the 
truth or a he. In order to understand a truth just a 
little, one has to become mad, as the men of the so-called 
science have gone mad, such as Renan, Strauss, Baur, 
Reuss, and all those who consider religion from the 
rhetorical standpoint. 

Thus Renan says (Les Apétres, p. 381): 


La foi absolue est pour nous un fait complétement étranger. 
En dehors des sciences positives, d’une certitude en quelque sorte 
matérielle, toute opinion n’est @ nos yeux qu’un a peu prés, im- 
pliquant une part de vérité et une part d’erreur. La part 
d’erreur peut étre aussi petite que l’on voudra; elle ne se réduit 
jamais & zéro, quand il s’agit de choses morales, impliquant une 
question d’art, de langage, de forme littéraire, de personnes. 
Telle n’est pas la maniére de voir des esprits étroits et obstinés, 
des Orientaux par exemple. L’ceil de ces gens n’est pas comme 
le nétre ; c’est l’ceil d’émail des personnages de mosaique, terne 
fixe. Ils ne savent voir qu’. . . etc., etc. 


That is, he says, We do not believe in anything, and 
we judge about everything. We are right, and we judge 
those who believe. We are so much used to this learned 
rigmarole that we are even not struck by such utterance, 
but if we were to analyze it, we should find it to be the 
delirium of an insane man, who says, I am the king, and 
all those who do not accept my rule are mistaken. 

A man who does not believe in anything does not 
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know anything,—he is ‘a spiritual patient. But the 
learned man shows and proves it throughout the book. 
In all his books he frequently speaks sympathetically 
of Christ’s teaching, and then he suddenly condemns 
Christ’s teaching from the height of some unuttered 
principle. If a man says something, he must know 
something, so what does he know? In vain will you 
look for an answer: La critique et la science. But what 
is this da critique et la science? Expressing myself in 
elevated style,_—as they would speak of their own busi- 
ness, — science, history, and historical criticism are one 
of the sides of the universal, traditional human knowledge, 
which is constantly growing and illuminating humanity. 
The branch with which we busy ourselves is the history 
of the life of humanity, of the formation of its popular, 
governmental, social, cultural relations. The division to 
which we devote ourselves is the history of the evolution 
of the religions. The special case to which we devote 
ourselves is the evolution of Christianity. Very well. 
The first question: Is the tradition of human knowledge 
one or several? The Hindoo, the Chinese knowledge does 
not seem to have entered into our tradition, and it denies 
our own. I shall be told: Ours includes or will include 
everything, for it is free and seeks only for light. The 
Chinese say differently ; but, all right, 1 shall agree with 
you. 

Second question: Is not the life of humanity too great 
a subject for knowledge? Since the labours of one 
thousand men will not be enough to describe the life of 
one man, how can the life of all humanity be described ? 
I shall be told: There are generalizations of the form of 
the life of humanity ; we find these, and then we classify 
under them the phenomena of life, compare, find new 
laws, verify them by facts, and such a doctrine forms 
the science of history. 

I ask: Are these generalizations of form, in which 
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human life appears, always one and the same, unchange- 
able, absolute 2 

I am told: Yes, these forms are the evolution of 
nationalities, states, their institutions, laws, culture, 
religion. 

Very well. I understand these forms, but do not see 
why these forms interest you so much. I know other 
forms also: agriculture, industry, commerce. 

I am told: We include these too, so far as we have 
material for them. 

All right. I know still other forms: education, do- 
mestic life. 

We include them, too. 

I know also entertainments, attires. 

We include them, too. 

I know also the relation to animals, to the home folk, to 
savages; I know also the building of houses, the prepara- 
tion of food; I know also the relation to space, whether 
people live in one spot, or whether they move about, and 
whether much or little; I know also how labour is dis- 
tributed; I know also about relations in friendship and 
enmity, and an endless number of other things. 

If only the known forms have been chosen and up 
to the present only the forms of the existence of the 
state have been chosen and successfully studied, this 
is not due to the fact that these forms interest us so 
much, but because we consider them important, and 
because we consider certain forms of the state better 
and others worse, so that the historical investigations 
in this sense are made on the basis of an ideal which 
we had concerning the life of the state. 

The investigation of the others consists in the veri- 
fication of this, to what extent the phenomena under 
discussion agree with those which we have regarded as 
good, and all that is possible in relation to all the 
phenomena of human life as long as we have the 
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naive conviction that in the given case we know what 
is best. But here the historians met with a little 
unpleasantness. In the heat of their game they began, 
like a child throwing all its toys into a basket, to throw 
into theirs everything which came their way: commerce, 
and culture, and customs, and the historical evolution of 
life (they are very fond of this expression): though it 
did not all go into their basket, it in no way interfered 
with their game. If these men are convinced that the 
Paris of the year 1880 is an ideal of the historical evolu- 
tion of life, they find it possible to take this as an ideal 
and describe every other historical evolution of life, by 
comparing it with this ideal; but in the heat of the game 
they have also snapped up religion. Why, there are all 
kinds of religions and they act differently on the lives of 
the nations, and they are a toy, so pick it up. But this 
game was a hot coal. It burned all the toys, and nothing 
was left. 

Indeed, take any phenomenon of human life! If I 
know for certain how to view this phenomenon in the 
best manner possible, I am able to describe it in all 
cases and to follow its development and decay; but 
what is to be done with religion (in Russian — faith) ? 
Faith is not a relation of man to country, market, or the 
franchise, but something which he knows well, and on 
which his whole life is based, from which flows his 
relation to all the manifestations of lfe,—to the state, 
to the family, to property, to amusements, to the arts, to 
the sciences, to everything. And so it is, in the first 
place, impossible to gobble up faith and chuck it into the 
basket, and if you do, you cannot do anything with it, for 
the structure of the state may be judged by what I con- 
sider to be the best state, and of culture and the laws I 
can judge only by those which I consider to be the best, 
and so I can say something about religion, because I 
know the best, but nobody knows such, 
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And suddenly it turns out that the histonan says that 
there is no faith now though there was before; but faith 
1s the foundation of life, that is, the historian acknowl- 
edges that he really does not know wherein the meaning 
of life consists, and so the meaning of what he said before 
of other things disappears, and all the toys burn up. 

But the historians do not see that. Without knowing 
any real religion, they most naively judge of religion, of 
that from which flows the life of men, on the basis of 
smal] manifestations of public life, that is, on the basis 
of governmental, economic, and other manifestations. 

Thus Strauss criticizes the whole teaching of Christ, 
because the German life would be destroyed, whereas he 
is used to it. : 

Strauss .(p. 622): 


Es ist nicht zu verkenneh, dass in dem Muster, wie es Jesus in 
Lehre und Leben darstellte, neben der vollen Ausgestaltung 
einiger Seiten, andere nur schwach umrissen, oder auch gar nicht 
angedeutet sind. Voll entwickelt findet sich Alles, was sich auf 
Gottes- und Nachsten-liebe, auf Reinheit des Herzens und Lebens 
des Einzelnen bezieht; aber schon das Leben des Menschen in 
der Familie tritt bei dem selbst familienlosen Lehrer in den 
Hintergrund ; dem Staate gegeniber erscheint sein Verhaltniss 
als ein lediglich passives ; dem Erwerb ist er nicht blos fiir sich, 
seines Berufs wegen, abgewendet, sondern auch sichtbar abge- 
neigt, und Alles vollends, was Kunst und schénen Lebensgenuss 
betrifft, bleibt vollig ausserhalb seines Gesichtskreises. Dass 
dies wesentliche Licken sind, dass hier eine Einseitigkeit vor- 
liegt, die theils in den besonderen Lebensverhaltnissen Jesu ihren 
Grund hat, sollte man nicht laugnen wollen, da man es nicht 
liugnen kann. Und die Liicken sind nicht etwa der Art, dass 
nur die vollstandige Durchfihrung fehlte, wihrend der regelnden 
Grundsatz gegeben ware, sondern ftir den Staat ins besondere, 
den Erwerb und die Kunst, fehlt von vornherein der rechte 
Begriff, und es ist ein vergebliches Unternehmen, die Thatigkeit 
des Menschen als Staatsbiirger, das Bemithen um Bereicherung 
und Verschénerung des Lebens durch Gewerbe und Kunst nach 
den Vorschriften oder dem Vorbilde Jesu bestimmen zu wollen. 
Sondern hier war eine Erganzung, sawohl aus anderen Volks- 
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thiimlichkeiten, als anderer Zeit und Rildungsverhaltnissen 
heraus, erforderlich, wie sie zum Theil schon riickwarts in dem- 
jenigen lag, was Griechen und Romer in dieser Hinsicht vor sich 
gebracht hatten, zum Theil aber der weiteren Entwicklung der 
Menschheit und ihrer Geschichte vorbehalten bhieb. 


Renan (Vie de Jésus, Chapitre XI., Le Royaume de Dieu, 
p. 178): 

Ces maximes, bonnes pour un pays ot la vie se nourrit d’air 
et de jour, ce communisme délicat d'une troupe d’enfants de Dien, 
vivant en conscience sur le sein de leur peére, pouvaient convenir 
a une secte naive, persuadée a chaque instant que son utopie allt 
se réaliser. 


And this stupidity is so enticing that the moment a 
rhan has not his own ideas, and knows nothing, since he 
does not believe in anything, and wants to philosophize, 
he begins to write a history of religion. In all the 
novels wise men are all the time writing histories of 
religion, that io, chat which one cannot even think about, 


that is, that which makes me out to be insane. 


JESUS AND 


1. Kai eloeXOwy di%p- 
yetro Thy ‘lepiy w- 
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Oo Kal éfhre ldety 
tov Inoowv ris errs, wat 
ovuK Hdvvaro dd Tov 
Sydov, Sri 7TH rkla 
pkpos Fy. 

4. Kal mpodpauwy 
éumrpoorGev aveBn él av- 
konopéay, tva (yn avrdy- 
Sri 5c dxelyns §Huedde 
d:€pxer Gat. 


5. Kai ws #d\Gev dri 
Tov rhrov, dvaBrépas 6 


Luke vir, 1. And Je 
sus entered and passed 
through Jericho. 

2. And, behold, there 
was aman named Zac- 
cheus, which was the 
chief among the publi- 
cans, and he was rich, 


3. And he sought to 
see Jesus who he was; 
and could not for the 
»yress, because he was 
ittle of stature. 


4. And he ran before, 
and climbed up into a 
sVCamore tree to see 
him; for he was to pass 
that way. 


5. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he 
looked up, and saw him, 


ZACCHEUS 


1. And entering Jeri- 
cho, Jesus walked 
through the city. 

2. And there was a 
man named Zaccheus, 
who was the chief of 
the tax-collectors, and 
he was rich. 


3. And he wanted to 
see Jesus, what kind of 
aman he was; and he 
could not make his way 
through the crowd, be- 
cause he was little of 
stature. 

4. So he ran ahead and 
climbed up a tree to see 
him when he passed that 
way. 


5. When Jesus passed 
by, he looked at him, 
and said, Zaccheus, 
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"Inoods eldev adrdv, Kai 
ele mpos avrdv, Zax- 
Xate, orevoas xardpndr- 
onpEepoy yap év TH olkyw 
cou dec me mervat. 

6. Kal ometoas xaT- 
éBn, kal vredéfaro av- 


Tov xalpw. 

7. Kal (édvres dravres 
dueybyyutov, éyorres, 
"Ore mapa auaprwr@ 
avdpi elomNOe Karand- 
oat. 

8. Zradels 5é Zax- 


yatos elre mpds rov Ku- 
piov, ‘Ido, Ta hulon 
Tay vTapyovTwy pov, 
Kupte, Oldwut Tots WTw- 
xots: Kal el ruvds Te €ov- 
Koparrnoa, armrodldwput 
TeT pat Novy. 

. Kore 6€ mpds abroy 
6 Inoovs, “Ore ohuepor 
awrnpla re olkw TovT@ 
éyévero, xaddre kai av- 
ros ulds ABpadu éoruv. 

10. "H\Ge yap 6 vlds 
Tov avOpwrov (nrjoat 
kal gWoat TO atrodwNds. 


and said unto him, Zac- 
cheus, make haste, and 
come down; for to-day I 
must abide at thy house. 


6. And he made haste, 
and came down, and re- 
ceived him joyfully. 


7. And when they saw 
it, they all murmured, 
saying, That he was gone 
to be guest with a man 
that is a sinner. 


8. And Zaccheus stood, 
and said unto the Lord; 
Behold, Lord, the half 
of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have 
taken anything from 
any man by false accusa- 
tien, I restore him four- 
fold. 


9. And Jesus said unto 
him, This day is salva- 
tion come to this house, 
forasmuch as he also is 
a son of Abraham. 


10. For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to 
save that which was 
lost. 


(a) oixos means kind, generation. 
olxos, the person spoken of is meant, namely, Zaccheus. 
Jesus calls him the species of this house, and I translate it 
by the child of this house. 


(6) Son of Abraham has a special meaning. 
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make haste, and climb 
down; for to-day I want 
to stay at thy house, 


6. Zaccheus climbed 
down at onee, and joy- 
fully received him in his 
house. 

7. And they saw it, 
and began to grumble, 
saying, Why did he stop 
at the house ofa sinner? 


8. And Zaccheus went 
up to Jesus, and said to 
him, Sir, half of my 
bo T will give to the 

eggars, and if I have 
wronged any one, I will 
give him fourfold. 


9. And Jesus said in 
reply, Now the child of 
this house will be saved, 
for he is a son of Abra- 
ham. 


10. For the work of 
the son of man consists 
in finding and saving 
what has perished and 
is perishing. 


Here by the word 


This 


meaning is clearly expressed in Gal. ui. 7: Know ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham. In the same sense we have here 
the son of Abraham, that is, he who believes in the same 
way as Abraham, who does as Abraham, who by the 
sacrifice of his son showed his faith. 

Evidently Zaccheus knew Christ’s teaching and was 
fond of it or else he would not have made such an effort 
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to see Jesus, and evidently Jesus, seeing him in such a 
perilous position, and noticing the expression of his face, 
and maybe hearing the words which expressed this love 
for his teaching, addressed him. Just so we must as- 
sume that Jesus spoke with him in his house, and that 
Zaccheus’ words as to giving away half his property were 


an answer to Jesus’ teaching. 


41. Kal xadloas 6'In- 
gous xarévavre Tov yato- 
puraxlov, Eewper was 6 
bx ros Padre yarkdy els 
To »=yafopuAdxiov. kal 
wodndol wrovero. EBaddrov 
wod\d: 

42. Kal é\Ootca ula 
xhpa mwrwxh Bare 
Aerrda dvo, & dori xo- 
dépdvrns. 

43. Kal mpooxadecd- 
Mevos Tous uabynrdas av- 
rov, Néyee avrois, Auny 
Aéyw vucy, re mH xXApa 
abtn 7 wTWXH WeEtoy 
wavrwy BéBrnxke Tw 
Bardvrwy eis Td yafopu- 
AdKvov. 

44. Widvres yap éx 
TOU WEpLOGEvOVTOS AUTOIS 
éBarov. abrn bé éx rijs 
voTEpHoews auTAs wavTa 
doa elxev EBadrev, Sdov 
Tov Ploy aurys. 


Mark xii. 41. And Je- 
Bus sat Over against the 
treasury, anc beheld 
how the people cast 
money into the treas- 
ury: and many that 
were rich cast in much. 


42. And there came a 
certain poor widow, and 
she threw in two mites, 
which make a farthing. 


43. And he called unto 
him his disciples, and 
saith unto them Verily 
I say unto you, That this 
poor widow hath cast 
more in, than all they 
which have cast into 
the treasury: 


44. For all they did 
cast in of their abun- 
dance; but she of her 
want did cast in all that 
she had, even all her liv- 
ing. 


41. And Jesus sat down 
opposite the money-box 
and watched the people 

ut the money into the 
0X; and many rich 
people passed by and 
threw in much money. 


42. And there came a 
certain poor widow and 
she put into the box two 
mites, which make a 
tarthing. 

43. And he called his 
disciples, and said to 
them, bbc 1 tell you, 
This poor widow has put 
more than the rest into 
the box. 


44, For they threw in 
of their abundance; but 
she of her want threw 
in everything she had, 
—all her living. 


Men are in the habit of measuring by the use which 


the sacrifice brings, and so Jesus, pointing to the two 
mites of the widow, said that she who gave up everything 
which she had, her whole life, was the only one who 
really gave; but the rest gave nothing, for they gave 
what to them was superfluous. 

This little parable is very important. It simply con- 
firms from another side the statement that in order to be 
able to do the will of God, it ig absolutely necessary to 
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be poor. In order to give something, it is first necessary 
to give up everything, to have nothing. To give up 
three-fourths of one’s property and yet not to deprive 
oneself of anything in life means not to give up anything. 

As a rule people who do not like this demand and in- 
terpretation of Jesus, and no rich men like it, say, We are 
commanded to give up everything, and this no one does, 
or can do, consequently it is untrue; and yet it is better 
to give up at least a little of one’s abundance, — at least 
the poor will be filled and the naked clothed. 

But such a reflection is based on a want of comprehen- 
sion of the teaching. Jesus Christ nowhere commands 
men to give to the poor, so that the poor may be filled 
and satisfied; he says that a man must give everything 
to the poor, in order that he himself may be happy. He 
does not command or say what each must give, but an- 
nounces the true good to men and says that a man who 
has attained the true good and who is seeking the true 
life will by all means give up all his possessions and thus 
find happiness. It is impossible to serve God and mam- 
mon, is not a rule, it is a reality: not that it is not fit to 
do so, but it is impossible. 

He who will not leave his house, possessions, and 
family, and will not follow me, cannot be my disciple, 
that is, has not comprehended me: he who hes compre- 
hended me will do so for the very reason that he has 
comprehended. 

The young man who boasted of observing the com- 
mandments, even the commandment about loving his. 
neighbour as himself, was convicted by this very fact. 
He had not yet entered into the possibility of keeping 
the commandments, if he had not got rid of his riches. 
Riches are an obstacle to entering into the kingdom of 
God. Consequently those who assure us that, if it is 
impossible to do what Jesus Christ commands, it is better 
at least to give something for the benefit of the poor, are 
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speaking of something different from what Jesus says. 
Jesus not only fails to speak of the material use, he does 
not even know it. He commands us to give away our 
possessions that they may not be an obstacle to lie; 
after a man has given away his possessions, he teaches us 
that a man’s aes consists in pitying and loving men. 

Consequently, in order to obtain the possibility of 
giving up his life, a man must first of all give up his 
unrighteous wealth, and so those who give or establish a 
mite for the poor must leave Jesus Christ and his teach- 
ing in peace. He dves not command it. If they do so, 
they do it for their amusement; and let them say so. But 
giving of one’s abundance Jesus Christ considers as a mat- 
ier of indifference, that is, he says nothing about it, 
though he distinctly forbids giving in such a way that 
others should see it. 


THE MEASURE OF GOOD 


3. Kal &vros av’ron év Mark viv. 3. And he- e JeRUS per penee to 

a vs; ing in Bethany, in the beinthe house of Simon 

Bybavia, év TT olla =!- honse of Simon the the leper. A woman 

pwvos TOU Newpov, KaTa- leper, as he sat at meat, came up to him: she 

keysdvou avrov, #r\Oe there came a woman was rich in the posses- 

, ow 2 havingean alabaster box sion of a pitcher of 

RD SSUES: dha pa- of cintment of spikenard precious oil. She broke 

oTpov pvpou vdpdov mwi- very precious; and she the pitcher, and poured 
orikys wodvTedovs’ kal brake’ the box, and the oil on Jesus’ head. 


auvrplyaca 7d dddfa- poured it on his head. 
orpov, Kxaréxeev avrov 
Kara THs Kepadis. é 


(«) In Matthew and in Mark we find the same expres- 
sion, €youoa adkaBactpoy mvpov, which ought to be trans- 
lated by had in her possession a pitcher of oil, and which 
I translate by she was rich im the possession of a piteher 
of oul. From the meaning of what follows, especially 
from the words éyovca pupov, she had in her possession, 
we inust understand that she was a vender of oil, and 
that that was everything she had, at least at that moment. 
If the woman did not always carry that oil, then she 
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would have to go with the set purpose of fetching the oil, 
and then the chief significance of the passage would be 
lost ; besides, if it had not been so, it would have said so. 
Instead of éyovaoa, having the wil it would have said 
bringing the vil. But it says éyovoa, and so we must 
inevitably assume that this woman always carried the 
precious oil with her. And if she carried it, she did so 
for the purpose of selling it, or transferring it from one 
place to another. In any case, the woman was carrying 
a precious thing and not only did not have in mind wast- 
ing it, but carried and watched it as a precious thing. 
This we ‘must keep in mind, in order that what follows 
may be clear. The word precious is given in all three 
gospels, in order to accentuate it. 

(6) The fact that she broke the pitcher shows that she 
could not open it quickly, and, above all else, that she es- 
teemed little the preciousness of the oil. 

The detail about wiping it off with her hair is out of 
place and evidently mixed up with the incident with the 
harlot. 


‘H 6é oixla érdn- 
pwln éx ris douqs Tov 
pupov. 

8. 'ldévres dé ol pa- 
Onrai avrov ryavaxrn- 
cav, \éyorres, Eis rl 7 
arwrea airy ; 


9. 'Hdvvaro yap roiro 
rd mpov mpabjvat trod- 
ov, cal doOjvac rots 
Twos. 

4, Aéyer ody els éx 
Tov pabnravy avrod, 
"Iovdas Tiuwvos *loxa- 
porns, 6 wé\kwy avrov 
mapadddvat, 

5. Acarl rotro 7d 
pvpov ovx érpa0n TpiaKxo- 
olwy Snvapluy, cat €560n 
WTW OES ; 


John vit. 3. And the 
house was filled with the 
odour of the ointment. 


Matt. rxvi. 8 But 
when his disciples saw 
it, they had indignation, 
saying, To what purpose 
is this waste ? 


9. For this ointment 
might have been sold 
for much, and given to 
the poor, 


John xii, 4. Then saith 
one of his disciples, 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, which should be- 
tray him, 


5. Why was not this 
ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and 
given to the poor? 


3. And the whole room 
was filled with the ae 
abt odour of the oil. 


8, And the disciples 
were displeased, and 
they said to one another, 
To what gine bore is this 
waste of the precious 
oil? 

9. This oil might have 
been sold for much, and 
given to the poor, 


4. Then one of his dis- 
ciples, Judas Iscariot 
the one who betrayed 
him, said, 


5. It ought to have 
been sold: the oil is 
worth three hundred 
pence: and it ought to 
é given to the poor. 
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6. Elwe dé robro, ovx 
drt wept TQv wrwxwy 
duedey atrw, adrAXN bre 
KAérrns hv, Kal Td yAwe- 
obxouov elxye, cal Ta 
Badddueva. éBdorafer. 

10. ITvovs dé 6'Inaods 
elrev avrois, Ti xérovus 
mwapéxeTe TY ‘yuvackl; 
épyov yap Kandy elpyd- 
caro eis éué. 

7. Idvrore yap rovs 
wruxovs txere wel’ éav- 
Twy, xat drav OédnTe 
duvacbe avrovs ed tro- 
joa éue d€ ov mrdavrore 
éxere. 

&. “Oclyev abrn, érol- 
noe mpoédagse puploas 
pov roo@pa els Tov évra- 
sardoue 

"Aphy dréyw Dyay, 
ee dy xnpuxéy 7 
evayyé\cov TouTo els SAov 
Tov xdopov, xal 8 éroln- 
cev abrn dardnOhjoerat 
els puynubouvoy auras. 


THE 


6. This he said, not 
that he cared for the 
poor; but because he 
ee thief, and had the 
bag, and bare what was 
put therein. 


Matt, xxvi. 10. When 
Jesus understood it, he 
said unto them, Why 
trouble ye the woman? 
for she hath wrought a 
good work upon me. 


Mark riv. 7. For ye 
have the poor with you 
always, and whensoever 
ye will, ye may do them 
good; but me ye have 
not always.¢ 


8. She hath done what 
she could: she is come 
aforehand to anoint my 
body to the burying. 


9. Verily I say unto 
you, Wheresoever this 
gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole 
world, this also that she 
hath done shall be 
ot ta of for a memo- 
rial of her. 


FOUR GOSPELS 


6. He said this, not 
that he cared for the 
poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the 
box for the poor upon 
him. 


10. Jesus understood 
it, and said, Why do you 
trouble this wolhan? 
Leave her alone, for she 
has done a good act on 
we. 


. Youalways have the 
poor among you, and you 
can do them good when- 
ever you please; but * 
am not always with Yo, 


* it 


8. What she had ¢t- 
tebe away: she has i 
orehand anointed it, 
body for the burial. it 


9. Verily I tell yc 
Wherever in the wu. 
the true good will 
told, a word will be sa) 
of what ashe has done. 


(a) If to the words, Ye have the poor with you always, 


there were not added, But me ye have not always, the 
meaning of Jesus would be this, Do not rebuke the 
woman for not having given to the poor whom you do 
not see, but having given to me; the poor are always 
before you; whomever you pity is poor. I am poor and 
she has pitied me, and has done well. But the words, 
Me ye have not always, and the next verse about her 
having done it as a preparation for the burial, shows that 
he is hinting at his death. In my opinion, Jesus, reply- 
ing to Judas’ reflection in regard to the profit, says, There 
is no profit in a good deed, and every deed may be inter- 
preted as being useful or useless, as you may wish. It is 
impossible to do a more reckless act than what this 
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woman has done, but even this act may be interpreted 
in the sense of profitableness. 

She has poured the oil over my body. You say, In 
vain has she done so. How do you know? I shall die 
soon, and then it will appear that she did well, — she has 
prepared my body for the burial. 

Oil is poured over Jesus as it is poured over a dead 
body, and he jestingly expresses his thought that no one 
can know what is useful, and what not. 

But after the jest in response to the expression of the 
usefulness of the act, Jesus speaks of the significance of 
the deed in the sense of the good, and here says that this 
act is the best expression of the good which he teaches. 


The disciples measure the good by its use, and so con- 
demn the woman and trouble her, and she does not know 
whether she has done well or not in taking pity on Christ 
and in having given him everything of value which she 
had. Judas in particular is dissatisfied. 

Christ says, Do not trouble her,—she has done the 
greatest good which she could do. Do not speak of 
the poor, whom you do not see, nor pity, nor love. She 
saw me, and she pitied me and gave me everything 
she had. 

Nothing better can be done. The woman wasted three 
hundred pence, because she pitied Christ and wanted to 
do him some good. Is it a good act, or not? We are so 
accustomed to live according to the law of Judas Iscariot, 
that there is not a single man who, seeing such a deed, 
would not say that it is a senseless and even bad act. 
The example is exceedingly striking. The vessel with the 
precious oil is wasted. For what? Who profits by it? 

There, in the street, there are hundreds of the poor. 
Would it not be better to give it to them? It could not 
have caused Jesus Christ any pleasure. He himself pities 
the poor, so how can he help condemning the foolish 
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woman? Judas condemned her, and all the disciples 
after him. And the reflection, why the woman is foolish 
and has done a foolish act, is so simple and so clear, that 
nothing can be said. But Jesus Christ did not condemn 
her; on the contrary, he praised her, and said, Every- 
where, in the whole world, where the true good will be 
announced, they will tell of what she did. She rejected 
her riches in the name of pity. She did something sense- 
less as far as the children of this world are concerned, for 
the sake of pity. In her act she united both foundations 
of Jesus’ teaching, Give up everything which thou hast, 
and pity and love thy neighbour. With one act she gave 
away and showed pity: she broke the vessel] with the oil, 
lost everything which she had, and anointed Jesus’ head, 
because she pitied him. What would come of it, Judas 
thought and knew. He said that the oil was wasted. 
But we, who are among those to whom the true good has 
been announced according to the foolish act of this 
woman, understand the meaning of the Gospel. It is 
easy to condemn, not only this act, but any other act of 
love and compassion. It is always possible to do some- 
thing more useful, but every act of love and compassion 
calls forth, not in Judas, but in the sons of God, a desire 
to imitate such an act, to do something greater or even 
the same; only in Judas it produces a reflection about 
usefulness. 

But John the Divine has explained the meaning of 
Judas’ reflection. He said, It was not because he had 
any care for the poor, but because he was a thief and 
carried the box for the poor. It is incomprehensible 
how after these simple, clear, apposite words there can be 
any charitable institutions in Christian societies. They 
are directly based on the reflection of Judas, and directly 
contradict the words of Jesus Christ, You have always the 
poor with you. The explanations of John the Divine 
- leave no doubt as to the significance of the men who 
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establish such institutions: They do it, not because they 
care for the poor, but because they carry the money-boxes, 
and because they are thieves. 

The thieves are unfortunately too often to be taken in 
the direct sense, and always in the transferred sense: not 
the care of the poor, but the care for worldly advantages 
and combinations, and vanity make them judge like 
Judas, and do the same as he did. 


Mark ix. 31. For he 
peut his disciples, and 
said unto them, The Son 


31. And he taught his 
disciples, and said to 
them, The son of man is 


31. "EdlSacxe yap rovs 
madnras avrou, cal éde- 


yev atrois, “Ore 6 vlds 
Tov dvOpwrov rapadloo- 
Tat eis XElpas dvOpwrwy, 
Kal dwroKxTrevoto.w avrdor: 
kal droxravdels, ry Tpl- 
TH Huepa avacrhoerar. 

oz. Ol bé wyvdouv 7d 
phua, xal époBovvro av- 
Tov érepwrjcat. 


of man is delivered into 
the hands of men, and 
they shall kill him; and 
after that he is killed 
he shall rise the third 
day. 


32. But they under- 
stood not that saying, 
and were afraid to as 
him. 


delivered into the power 
of men, and he will be 
killed, and he will rise 
on the third day after 
he is killed. 


32. But they did not 
understand his saying, 
and were afraid to as 
him. 


Jesus tells his disciples and the people that, although 
his whole teaching is an announcement of the true good, 
which gives hfe to all men, one must be prepared for all 
earthly sufferings, in order to follow this teaching; that 
the elders, priests, and learned meu will not accept this 
teaching about the son of man and will reject him; that 
the son of man, that is, all men, who will confess the 
consciousness of God, will have te experience many per- 
secutions and torments. The words about the son of man 
rising on the third day either has this sense, that, in spite 
of all persecutions, the son of man cannot be destroyed 
and will soon rise again, or they have no sense. The first 
meaning must be the correct one, for immediately after 
this Jesus says that soon, so soon that many who were 
present would not yet have died, the teaching of the son 
of man will take possession of men, and will appear not 
in persecution, but in force. 
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Why should men who profess the 
teaching of love suffer? Is it not possible to avoid 
suffering, to obviate what causes suffering? Is it not 
possible to conceal that which will agitate and infuriate 
people ? says Simon Peter. And Jesus angrily replies to 
him, Away from me, tempter! Thou thinkest of human, 
and not of divine things. For divine things there are no 
sufferings, no torments. He who wants to follow me, he 
who has comprehended the teaching must renounce this 
earthly life and must not be ashamed and afraid to show 


But why suffer? 


the truth before men. 


Verse 31. 


is given into the power of men. 


The son of man, the consciousness of God, 
Men have oppressed it 


and will oppress it, but it will rise up again. 


33. TlwAdhoare ra 
irdpyxovra tua, kal 
Sédre éNenpocvyny. mo17- 
gate éauTois Baddvria 
Bh wadaovueva, Onoav- 
pow dvéxXerrov, éy Tots 
ovpavois, Srov xrérrns 
oux éyylfe, ovde ons 
SiapGelper. 

12. “Edeye 5é cal 7@ 
Kexdnxére avrov, “Orap 
woips dpirrov A detrvoy, 
BH pave rovs dldous 
cov, unde rovs ddedpots 
cou, unde rovs ovyyevets 
cou, unde yelrovas movu- 
clovs: phrore xal avrol 
ce dyrixaréswot, Kal 
yérnral co dvrawrddoua. 

13. "AN bray wrorys 
Soxhy, xddec wraxovs, 
dvarhpous, xwrovds, Tv- 
Provs: 

14. Kal paxdpos toy: 
Sri odx Exovow dvrato- 
Botval go: dvrarod0by- 
oera ydp co év Ty dva- 
ordoe Tw dixalwy. 


Luke xit. 33. Sell that 
ye have, and give alins; 
provide yourselves bays 
which wax not old, a 
treasure in the heavens 
that faileth not, where 
no thief approacheth, 
avai moth corrupt- 
eth. 


Luke xiv. 12. Then 
said he also to him that 
bade him, When thou 
makest a dinner or a 
supper, call not’ thy 
friends, nor thy breth- 
ren, neither thy kins- 
men, nor thy rich neigh- 
bours; lest they also bid 
thee again, and a recom- 
pense be made thee. 


13. But when thou 
makest a feast, call the 
,00r, the maimed, the 
ame, the blind: 


14. And thou shalt be 
blessed; for they cannot 
reconipense thee: for 
thou shalt be recom- 
pensed at the resurrec- 
tion of the just. 


33. Sell your estates, 
and give alms. Provide 
yourselves with bags 
which do not grow old, 
an inexhaustible treas- 
ure with God, where no 
thief can sebrosch and 
no moth can fly. 


12. And if thou wishest 
to givea dinner or a sup- 
er, do not call thy 
riends, brothers, rela- 
tives, or rich neigh- 
bours, for the purpose 
that they may call you 
also and pay you back. 


13. But when thou 
makest a feast, call the 
200r, the maimed, the 
ame, the blind: 


14. And thou wilt be 
happy; for they cannot 
pay you back, but thou 
wilt be Pace Malet at 
the redtstablishment of 
the just. 
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Life consists in doing the will of God. 

In order to do the will of God it is necessary to give 
up the carnal life as a food for the life of the spirit. He 
who does the will of God gives the carnal life for the life 
of the spirit. The fulfilment of the will of God is possible 
only by giving the carnal life as a food for the life of the 
spirit. In this consists the complement and the fulfilment 
of the worship which Jesus has given ; in this lies the new 
divine worship, as compared with the old. Such is the 
difference between the law as given by Moses and the 
worship by deeds as given by Jesus Christ; in this does 
the serving of God in the spirit and with works consist. 

Jesus said, In the kingdom of God will be the vagrants, 
the mendicants, and not the rich and mighty, because the 
will of God consists in fulfilling the law. But the whole 
law is in five rules, Not to offend, not to commit debauch- 
ery, not to swear, not to judge, not to wage war. He 
who fulfils this law will not be rich and mighty: he will 
be what men call a vagrant, a mendicant; he will give 
up his carnal life and will be in the power of God. To 
be in the kingdom of God and to fulfil the law of God, 
one must do so in fact, by giving the carnal life for the 
life of the spirit. In this consists the peculiarity of 
the teaching of Jesus,— in this is the revelation of the 
comprehension. 


28. Th dé vutv Soxer; 
EvOpwrros elye réxva dvo, 
kal wpogeNoyv TH mwpw- 
Tw elre, Téxvov, trae, 
onpepov epydfou év rw 
QpreNdove pov. 

29. 'O 5é droxpibels 
elrrev, OU 0éd\w- borepov 
dé perauednOels, drHrGe. 

30. Kal rpoced Ody 7@ 
devrépw elrev woatrus. 
6 5¢ droxpibels  elrrev, 
"Eya, kuptes Kal ovK 


dr7ree. 


Matt. xxt. 28. But what 
think ye? A certain man 
had two sons; and he 
came to the first, and 
said, Son, go work to- 
day in my vineyard. 


29. He answered and 
said, I will not; but af- 
terward he _ repented, 
and went. 

30. And he came to the 
second, and said like- 
wise. And he answered 
and said, I go, sir; and 
went not, 


28. What do you think? 
A man had two sons; and 
he came to the first, and 
said, Go work to-day in 
the garden. 


29. He replied, and 
said, I will not; but af- 
terward he thought it 
over, and went, 

30. And the father 
came to the second, and 
said the same. But he 
said in reply, Yes, 
father; and he did not 
£0o- 
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Sl. Ths é« rav dvo 
érolnce TO OGéAnpa TOU 
marpbs ; Aéyouo.y atry, 
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31, Whether of them 


him, the first. 
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31. Which of the two 


twain did the will of his did his father’s will? 
father? They say unto aes say to him, The 


This parable is only in Matthew, and is introduced 


into the discussion of John’s meaning. Its significance 
is there very obscure, and it adds nothing to what has 
been said without the parable. However, the meaning of 
this parable refers to Verse 21 of Chapter VII. and to 
what follows, and elucidates the idea which is expressed 
in those verses. 


Matt. rri. 21. Not 21. Not every one who 


21. Ov was 6 N\éywr 


por, Kupie, Kupie, elce- 
NevgeTar es THY Paci- 
Nelav Tay ovpavay: adn’ 
6 worwy 7d OéAnu“aA TOU 
warpos wou Tou éy oupa- 


every one that gaith un- 
to me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my 
Father which is in 
heaven. 


says to me, Lord, Lord, 
will enter the kingdom 
of God, but he who does 
the will of my Father in 
heaven. 


vos. 


MAN MUST RE- 
THE FLESH 


TO RECEIVE THE TRUE LIFE 
NOUNCE THE FALSE LIFE OF 
For the life of the spirit there can be no difference 
between relatives and strangers. Jesus says that his 
mother and brothers signify nothing to him as mother 
and brothers: close to him are only those who do the 
will of the common Father. 

Man’s blessedness and life do not depend on his 
domestic relations, but on the life of the spint. Jesus 
says that blessed are those who keep the comprehension 
of the Father. For a man living by the spirit there is no 
home. Animals have homes, but man lives by the spirit, 
and so cannot have a home. Jesus says that he has no 
definite place for himself. To do the will of the Father 
one does not need any definite place,— it is everywhere 
and at all times possible. Carnal death cannot be terrible 
to men who give themselves to the will of the Father, for 
the life of the spirit does not depend on the death of the 
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flesh. Jesus says that he who believes in the life of the 
spirit cannot be afraid of anything. No cares can keep 
a man from living by the spirit. To the words of the 
man, that he will later fulfil the teaching of Jesus, but 
that first he wants to bury his father, Jesus replies, Only 
the dead can trouble themselves about burying the dead, 
but the living always live in the fulfilment of the will of 
the Father. 

The cares about family and domestic matters cannot 
interfere with the life of the spirit. He who troubles 
himself to find out what his carnal life will profit from 
doing the will of the Father, is doing the same that the 
ploughman does, when he ploughs and looks backward, 
and not forward. The cares for the joys of the carnal 
life, which seem so important to people, are a dream. 
The only real work of life is the announcement of the 
will of the Father, the attention paid to it, and the 
fulfilment of it. To Martha’s rebuke that she is attend- 
ing herself to the supper, while her sister Mary is not 
helping her, but is listening to his teaching, Jesus says, 
Why dost thou rebuke her? Look after thy cares, if 
thou needest that which thy cares give thee, but let 
those who do not need carnal pleasures do that one 
thing which is necessary for life. Jesus says, He who 
wants to attain the true life, which consists in doing the 
will of the Father, must first of all renounce his personal 
wishes: he must not only keep from arranging his life as 
he wishes, but must also be prepared for all privations and 
sufferings. He who wants to arrange his carnal life as 
he wishes will lose the true life of the fulfilment of the 
will of the Father. 

There is no advantage in acquiring for the carnal life, 
if this acquisition causes the life of the spirit to perish. 
Nothing causes the life of the spirit to perish so much as 
selfishness, the acquisition of wealth. Men forget that, 
no matter how much wealth and how much property they 
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may acquire, they are liable to die at any moment, and 
their possessions are not needed for their life. Death 
hangs over every one of us: sickness, murder, unfortu- 
nate accidents, may at any second cut our life short. 
Carnal death is an inevitable condition of every second 
of life. If a man lives, he must look at every hour of 
his life as at an hour of grace, given to him by some- 
body’s favour. We must remember this, and not say that 
we do not know it. We know and foresee what happens 
in heaven and on earth, but we forget the death which, 
we know, is lying in wait for us at any second. 

If we do not forget this, we cannot abandon ourselves 
to the life of the flesh,— we cannot count on it. In 
order to follow my teaching, a man must count up the 
advantages from serving the carnal life of his will and 
the advantages from doing the will of the Father. Only 
he who has clearly figured that out can be my disciple. 
He who has made the correct account will not be sorry 
to give up the seeming good and the seeming life in 
order to obtain the true good and the true life. 

The true life has been given to men, and men know 
and hear its call, but deprive themselves of it, as they are 
distracted by momentary cares. The true life is like a 
feast, which a rich man gave, when he invited the guests. 
He called the guests, just as the voice of the spirit of God 
calls all men to him. But some of the guests were busy 
with commerce, others with their farms, and others again 
with domestic matters, —and they did not come to the 
feast. But the poor, who have no carnal cares, came to 
the feast and were made happy. Even so men, being 
distracted by the cares of the carnal life, deprive them- 
selves of the true life. He who will not completely 
renounce all cares and terrors of carnal life cannot do the 
will of the Father, for it is impossible to serve oneself 
a little and God a little. It is necessary to figure out 
whether it is advantageous to serve one’s flesh, whether 
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it is possible to arrange life as one wants to arrange it. 
We must do the same that a man does who wants to 
build a house or go to war. He will make his account, 
to see whether he can finish building, or whether he will 
obtain a victory. When he sees that he cannot, he does 
not waste his labours, nor his army. Or else he will 
waste it and will become a laughing-stock of people. If 
it were possible to arrange the carnal life as one wants 
to arrange it, one ought to serve his flesh; but, since it 
is impossible to do so, it is better to abandon everything 
carnal, and to serve the spirit, or else it will be neither 
this nor that. You cannot arrange your carnal life, and 
the life of the spirit you will lose, and so, to do the will 
of the Father, it is necessary completely to renounce the 
carnal life. 

The carnal life is that seeming wealth which is 
entrusted to us by others, and which we must use in such 
a way as to obtain the true wealth. If a steward is 
living with a rich man, and knows that, no matter how 
much he may serve his master, the master will discharge 
him and leave him without anything, the steward acts 
wisely if, as long as he is still in charge of the wealth, 
which is not his own, he will do good to people. If then 
the master will abandon him, those to whom he has done 
good will receive him and will feed him. 

The same ought men to do with their carnal life. The 
carnal life is that foreign wealth of which they are in 
charge for but a short time. If they make good use of 
this wealth, they will receive their own true wealth. If 
we do not give up our false possessions, we shall not 
receive the true possessions. It is impossible to serve 
the false life of the flesh and the spirit,—one has to 
serve the one or the other. One cannot serve wealth and 
God. What is great before men is an abomination before 
God. Before God wealth isevil. The rich man is guilty 
for the very reason that he eats much and luxuriously, 
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while the poor starve at his door. Everybody knows 
that the property which thou dost not give up to others 
is a non-fulfilment of the will of the Father. 

An Orthodox rich chief once came to Jesus, and began 
to boast of keeping the commandments of the law. Jesus 
reminded him that there was a commandment to love all 
men as oneself, and that in this consisted the will of the 
Father. The chief said that he kept also this command- 
ment. Then Jesus told him, That is not true. If thou 
wantest to do the will of the Father, thou wouldst 
not have any possessions. It is impossible for thee to do 
the will of the Father, if thou hast any property which 
thou hast not distributed to others. And Jesus said 
to the disciples, People think that it is impossible to live 
without possessions, but I tell you, The true life consists 
in giving to others what belongs to one. 

A man named Zaccheus heard the teaching of Christ 
and believed him. He invited him to his house, and said 
to him, I give half of my possessions to the poor, and 
I will give fourfold to whomsoever I have offended. 
And Jesus said, Here is a man who does the will of the 
Father, for there is not any one position in which a man 
does the will of God, but our whole life is its fulfilment, 
and this man fulfils it. 

The will of the Father is that all men should return 
to it. 

The good cannot be measured: it cannot be said who 
has done more, who less. The widow who gives away 
her last mite gives more than the rich man who gives 
away thousands. Nor can the good be measured by its 
being useful or useless. As an example of how the good 
ought to be done may serve the woman who pitied Jesus 
and senselessly poured three hundred pence’ worth of 
oil on his feet. Judas said that she acted foolishly, that 
with that money the poor could have been fed. But 
Judas was a thief: he lied and, speaking of the carnal 
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profit, was not thinking of the poor. What is needed 
is not profit, not quantity, but the doing of the will of the 
Father: to love and to live for others. 

One day Jesus’ mother and brothers came to him, and 
could not see him, for there was a great multitude about 
him. And a man, seeing them, went up to Jesus and 
said : 

Thy family, thy mother and thy brothers, are standing 
outside: they want to see thee. 

My mother and brothers are those who understand the 
will of the Father and do it. 

And a woman said, Blessed is the womb that bore thee, 
and the teats which thou hast sucked. To this Jesus said, 
Blessed are always those who have comprehended the 
comprehension of the Father, and who keep it. 

And a man said to Jesus, I will follow thee, wherever 
thou mayest go. And Jesus said to him, There is no 
place for thee to go to, for I have no home, no place, 
where I live. Only animals have lairs and dens, but man 
is spirit, and he 1s everywhere at home, if he lives by the 
spirit. 

One day Jesus was sailing in a ship with his disciples. 
He said, Let us sail to the other side. 

A storm rose on the sea and began to drench them, and 
they were almost drowned. But he was lying at the 
stern, and sleeping. They awakened him, and said, 
Teacher, does it not make any difference to thee that 
we are drowning? And when the storm subsided, he 
said, Why are you so timid, and have no faith in the life 
of the spirit ? 

Jesus said to a man, Follow me. And the man said, 
My old father has died. Let me first bury him, and then 
I will follow thee. And Jesus said to him, Let the dead 
bury the dead: and if thou wishest to be alive, do the will 
of the Father and proclaim it. 

And another man said, I will be thy disciple, and will 
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do the will of the Father, as thou commandest, but allow 
me first to arrange matters at home. And Jesus said to 
him, [f a ploughman looks back, he cannot plough. No 
matter how much you may look back, you cannot plough. 
A man must forget everything but the furrow which he 
is making, and then only will he be able to plough. If 
thou discussest what it will profit the hfe of the flesh, 
thou hast not comprehended the real life, and thou canst 
not live by it. 

After this it once happened that Jesus and his disciples 
entered a village. And a woman named Martha invited 
them to her house. 

And Martha had a sister Mary, and she sat ‘Aown at 
the feet of Jesus and listened to his teaching. And 
Martha was trying to give them a good entertainment. 
And Martha went up to Jesus, and said, Thou dost not 
even care that my sister has left me alone to serve. Tell 
her to work with me. 

And Jesus replied to her, Martha, Martha, thou carest 
and troublest thyself about many things, but there is only 
one thing necessary, and Mary has chosen the one thing 
which she needs and which no one will take from her. 
For life nothing but the food of the spirit is needed. 

And Jesus said to all, He who wants to follow me 
must renounce his will and must be prepared at all times 
for all privations and for all sufferings of the flesh, and 
then only can he follow me. 

For he who wants to care for his carnal life will lose 
the true life. But he who loses the carnal life, doing the 
will of the Father, will save the true life; for what profit 
is it to a rman if he has the whole world, and loses or 
injures his life ? 

And hearing this, a man said, It is well, if there is a life 
of the spirit; but how if we give up everything, and there 
is not that life ? 

To this Jesus said, You know that the doing of the 
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will of the Father gives life to all; but you are drawn 
away from this life by false cares, and you reject it. 
You do like this: a man prepared a dinner, and sent out 
the servants to call the guests, but the guests excused 
themselves. 

One said, I have bought a piece of land, and I must 
go and see it. Another said, | have bought some oxen, 
and I must go and try them. The third said, I have 
married, and I am going to have a wedding. 

And the servants came, and told their master that no 
one was coming. Then the master sent the servants out 
to call in the beggars. The beggars did not excuse them- 
selves, but came. And when they came, there was still 
room left. 

And the master sent the servants to invite more men, 
saying, Go and tell them all to come to my dinner. Let 
there be as many as possible at the dinner; but those 
who have refused on the ground of being busy will 
miss it. 

Everybody knows that the doing of the will of God 
gives life, but they do not come, because they are dis- 
tracted by the deception of wealth. 

And Jesus said, Beware of riches, for thy life does not 
depend on having more than others have. 

There was a rich man, and he had a good harvest of 
corn. And he said to himself, I will build new barns, 
I will make them large, and will gather all my wealth in 
them. And I will say to my soul, Here, soul, is every- 
thing in abundance for thee: eat, drink, and live for thy 

\ pleasure. 

And God said to him, Fool! This very night will thy 
soul be taken, and everything which thou hast gathered 
will be left for others. Thus is done to all who prepare 
for the carnal life, and do not live in God. 

And Jesus said to them, You say that Pilate killed the 
Calileans. Were these Galileans worse than other men, 
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that this has happened with them? Not at all. We are 
all such men, and all of us will perish in the same way, 
if we do not find salvation from death. And those eight- 
een men who were killed by the tower, when it fell in, 
were they some special men, worse than the rest of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem? Not at all) If we do not 
save ourselves from death, we shall die in the same way, 
if not one day, then another. 

If we have not yet perished like them, we ought to 
think in this manner: a man has an apple-tree growing 
in his garden. The master comes into the garden to look 
at the tree, and sees that it has no fruit on it. So the 
master says to the gardener, ] have been coming here 
these three years, and the apple-tree is still barren. It 
has to be cut down, for it wastes the ground. And the 
gardener says, Let us wait awhile, master. I wall dig it 
round, and will put manure all about it, and we shall see 
whether it will give fruit next summer. If it does not, 
we shall cut it down then. 

Even so we are a barren apple-tree, as long as we live 
in the flesh and do not bear the fruit of the life of the 
spirit. Only through somebody’s favour are we left until 
the next summer. If we do not bear fruit, we shall 
perish like the one who built the barns, lke the Gali- 
leans, like the eighteen men killed by the tower, and like 
all who do not bear fruit, dying an ever lasting death. 

In order to understand this, no wisdum is needed, for 
any body can see it. Not only in domestic matters, but 
in everything which is going on in the world we are able 
to reflect and guess in advance. If the wind is from the 
west, we say, It is going to rain, and so it happens. How 
is this? The weather we can predict, and yet we cannot 
foresee that we shall all die and perish, and that the only 
salvation for us is the life of the spirit, the doing of its 
will. 

And a great multitude went with Jesus, and he once 
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more said to all, He who wants to be my disciple must 
esteem little his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 
sisters, and all his property, and must at all times be pre- 
pared for everything. Only he who does what I am 
doing follows my teaching, and only that man will be 
saved from death. 

For each man will figure out, before he begins any- 
thing, whether what he is doing is profitable, and if it 
is, he will do it; and if not, he gives it up. Every man 
who builds a house first sits down and figures out how 
much money he needs, how much he has, and whether he 
will have enough with which to finish building it, lest 
he begin and do not finish it, and men laugh at hin. 

Even so he who wants to live the carnal life must first 
figure out whether he can finish what he has begun. 

Every king, who wants to wage war, first considers 
whether he can go with ten thousand against twenty 
thousand. If he figures out that he cannot, he will send 
messengers to make peace, and will give up the idea of 
fighting. So let each man, before giving himself up to 
the carnal life, consider whether he can wage war against 
death, or whether death is stronger than he. And if it 
is, let him make peace with it m advance. 

Thus every one of you must first settle with what he 
considers to be his own, his family, his money, his pos- 
sessions, and when he figures out what advantaye he will 
derive from them, and understands that there is none, he 
will be able to be my disciple, and not before. 

The kingdom of heaven does not come in an external 
manner. Of the kingdom of heaven, which saves from 
death, we cannot say that it has come, or that it will 
come; that it is here, or there; it is within you, in your 
souls. 

For, if the time comes and you want to find salvation 
in life and you look for it in a certain time, you will not 
find it. And if they will tell you, Salvation is here, sal- 
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vation is there, do not look for it anywhere, but within 
yourselves, for salvation is sudden, like lightning, and 
everywhere ; there is no time and space for it, —it 1s in 
your souls. 

And as salvation was for Noah and for Lot, so it is 
always for the son of man. Life remains the same for 
all men: all eat and drink and get married, but some 
perish, and others are saved. 

There was an evil judge, who feared neither God nor 
man, and a poor widow begged him; but the judge did 
not decide in her favour. The widow begged the judge 
day and night. The unjust judge said, What shall I do? 
I will decide as the widow wishes, for she gives me no 
rest. 

You must understand that even the unjust judge did 
what the widow asked him to do. How, then, will the 
Father refuse to do what men ask him for day and night 
without cessation ? 

But besides the Father there is the son of man who is 
seeking the truth, and we cannot fail to believe in him. 

He who will give up the false, temporal wealth for the 
true life according to the will of the Father will do the 
same as did the wise steward. 

A man was a steward of a nch master; he saw that 
his master would discharge him, and that he would be 
left without bread and without a home. 

And the steward said to himself, This is what I will 
do: I will quietly distribute the master’s goods to the 
peasants and will cut down their debts; then, if the mas- 
ter sends me away, the peasants will remember the good 
I have done to them, and will not abandon me. 

And so the steward did. He called up the peasants, 
those who were in debt to the master, and rewrote 
their bills. Instead of one hundred he wrote fifty, and 
instead of sixty he wrote twenty, and so he did to all. 

And the master heard of it, and said to himself, In- 
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deed, he has done wisely, for else he would have to go 
a-beyging. He has caused me a loss, but he has calcu- 
lated well, for in the carnal life we all understand how 
to calculate correctly, but in the life of the spirit we do 
not wish to comprehend. 

Even so we must do with the unjust wealth: we must 
give it away in order to receive the life of the spirit. If 
we shall regret giving up such trifles as wealth for the life 
of the spirit, it will not be given to us. If we do not 
give up the false wealth, our own life will not be given 
to us. It is impossible to serve at once two masters, 
God and wealth,—the will of God and our own will. 
Either the one, or the other. 

When the Orthodox heard that, they laughed at Jesus, 
for they love wealth. 

And he said to them, You think that because men 
respect you for your riches, you are really respected. No, 
God does not look without, but within, into the heart. 
What is high before men is insignificant before God. 
The kingdom of God is now on earth, and great are they 
who enter into it ; but it is not the rich, but the poor, who 
enter. That has always been so according to your law, 
and according to Moses and the prophets. Hear what 
the rich and the poor are according to your faith. 

There was a rich man. He dressed himself in costly 
garments and made merry every day. And there was a 
vagrant named Lazarus, who was scurfy. And Lazarus 
came into the yard of the rich man, thinking that he 
might get the remnants from the rich man’s table, but 
he did not get even those; for the rich man’s dogs 
ate the remnants clean and even licked the wounds 
of Lazarus. 

And both Lazarus and the rich man died. In hell the 
rich man saw Abraham a long way off, and Lazarus 
the scurfy was sitting with him. 

The rich man said, Father Abraham, Lazarus the scurfy 
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is sitting with thee: he used to wallow at the gate of 
my house. 1 dare not trouble thee. Send Lazarus the 
scurfy to me: let him dip his finger in water and refresh 
my throat, for I am burning in fire. But Abraham said, 
Why should I send Lazarus to thee, in hell? Thou hadst 
everything thou wantedst in the other world, while Laz- 
arus saw nothing but sorrow there. It is time for him 
to have pleasure now. Even if he wanted to do it for 
thee, he cannot, for between you and us there is a great 
gulf, and it is impossible to cross it. We are living, but 
you are dead. 

Then the rich man said, Father Abraham, at least send 
Lazarus the scurfy to my house: I have five brothers, and 
I am sorry for them: let him tell them how dangerous 
wealth is, or else they will have to suffer torment them- 
selves. But Abraham said, They know, as it is, that 
wealth is dangerous, for Moses and all the prophets have 
told them that. 

But the rich man said, Still it would be better if one 
risen from the dead came to them, for that would bring 
them to their senses. And Abraham said, If they do not 
listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not listen to 
one risen from the dead. 

All know that we should divide with our brother and 
do good to men, and the whole law of Moses and all the 
prophets say nothing else. You know it, but do not wish 
to do it, because you love wealth. 

And a rich Orthodox chief went up to Jesus, and said 
to hin, Thou art a good teacher! Tell me what I must 
do that I may receive eternal life. 

Jesus said, Why dost thou call me good? Good is 
only the Father. If thou wishest to receive life, do the 
commandments. 

The chief said, There are many commandments; which 
must I keep? Jesus said, Do not kill, do not commit 
debauchery, do not steal, do not lie, and also honour 
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thy Father and do his will, and love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

And the Orthodox chief said, All these commandments 
I have been keeping from childhood; but I ask what else 
I must do according to thy teaching. 

Jesus looked at him, at his rich garments, and he 
smuled and said, Thou lackest one little thing: thou hast 
not fulfilled what thou sayest. If thou wishest to do 
these commandments, Do not kill, do not commit de- 
bauchery, do not steal, do not le, and, above all, the 
commandment, Love thy neighbour as thyself, go and 
sell thy estate and give it to the poor, and then thou wilt 
do the will of the Father. 

When the chief heard this, he frowned and went away, 
for he was sorry to part from his possessions. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, You see that it is abso- 
lutely impossible to be rich and do the will of the Father. 

The disciples were frightened at these words. But 
Jesus repeated, and said, Yes, children, he who has wealth 
cannot be in the will of God. Much easier it is for a 
camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to do the will of the Father. 

And they were frightened more than before, and said, 
If so, it is impossible to save one’s life. 

And he said, To a man it seems impossible to save 
one’s life without possessions, but God will save a man 
without possessions. 

One day Jesus happened to pass through the town of 
Jericho. In this city there was a rich farmer of taxes 
named Zaccheus. This Zaccheus had heard of Jesus’ 
teaching and believed in it. When he heard that 
Jesus was in Jericho, he wanted to see him. There 
were so many people all about him, that it was not pos- 
sible to make one’s way through them. 

Then he ran forward and climbed a tree, that he might 
see Jesus as he passed by. 
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And indeed, as Jesus went by, he saw Zaccheus, and, 
having learned that Zaccheus believed in his teaching, he 
said, Climb down from the tree and go home, and I will 
go to thy house. Zaccheus climbed down, ran home, and 
prepared a reception for Jesus. 

The people began to judge and to say about Jesus, He 
has gone into the house of a tax-collector, a rascal. 

In the meantime Zaccheus said to Jesus, Sir, this 1s 
what I will do: I will give half of my possessions to the 
poor, and from the rest I will pay all whom I have 
injured. 

And Jesus said, Now thou art saved. Thou wert dead, 
and art alive; thou wert lost, and hast found thyself, for 
thou hast done hike Abraham, when he wished to sacrifice 
his son, in order to show his faith. For the whole life of 
man consists in finding and saving what is perishing in 
one’s soul. 

It is impossible to measure a sacrifice by its size. One 
day Jesus and his disciples happened to sit opposite a 
money-box. Men were placing what they had into the 
box for God. And rich men walked up to the box, and 
placed a great deal init. And then a poor widow came 
up and placed two mites in it. 

And Jesus pointed to her, and said to his disciples, 
You saw the poor widow put in two mites: she has put 
in more than the rest, for the others put in what they did 
not need for life, while she put in everything she had, 
her whole life. 

Jesus happened to be in the house of Simon the 
leper. And a woman entered the house. This woman 
had a pitcher with precious oil worth three hundred 
pence. 

Jesus said to his disciples that his death was near. 
When the woman heard this, she took pity on Jesus, and 
wanted to show him her love and anoint his head with 
oil. And she forgot everything, how much her oil cost, 
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and broke the pitcher, and anointed his head and feet, and 
spilled all the oil. 

And the disciples began to judge her, saying that she 
had done badly. And Judas, the one who later betrayed 
Jesus, said, How much has been wasted ! 

The oil could have been sold for three hundred pence, 
and so many poor might have profited by it. And the 
disciples began to rebuke the woman, and she was 
troubled and did not know whether she had done right 
or wrong. 

Then Jesus said to them, In vain do you trouble the 
woman, for she has truly done well. Why do you men- 
tion the poor? If ‘you wish to do good to the poor, do it: 
they are always present, so there is no need of speaking 
of them. If you pity the poor, go and pity them and do 
good to them. She has pitied me and has done me a 
real good, for she has given me everything which she had. 
Who of you can tell what is needed, and what not? How 
do you know that it was not necessary to pour the oil 
over me? She has at least poured oil over me, so as to 
prepare my body for burial, and so it is necessary. She 
has truly done the will of the Father: she forgot herself 
and pitied another; she forgot the carnal calculation and 
gave away everything which she had. 


